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PROJECT SOLICITATION 

The State of New Jersey, as a beneficiary of the Trust established pursuant to the national 

Volkswagen settlement, intends to use its allocation from the mitigation trust to efficiently 

implement projects that reduce oxides of nitrogen (NOx) emissions in a cost effective and 

technically feasible manner. The implemented projects must meet the criteria of the Consent 

Decree. New Jersey is issuing this solicitation for project ideas to ensure a broad range of 

project ideas are considered. 

Submissions must contain all the information outlined in the “Project Proposals” section of this 

document. 

ELIGIBLE PROJECTS 

A general summary is below. Click here for comprehensive list and associated definitions. 

Source Category Emission 

Reduction 

Strategy 

Allowed Expenditure Amount 

1. Class 8 local

freight trucks &

port drayage

trucks

Repower and 

replacement 

Up to 40% for repower with diesel or alternative fuel 

or up to 75% (up to 100% if government owned) for 

repower with electric. Electric charging 

infrastructure costs are eligible expense. 

Up to 25% for replacement with diesel or alternative 

fuel or up to 75% (up to 100% if government owned) 

for electric replacement. Electric charging 

infrastructure costs are eligible expense. 

2. Class 4-8 school

bus, shuttle bus

or transit bus

Repower and 

replacement 

Same as row 1 

3. Freight switching

locomotives

Repower and 

replacement 

Same as row 1 

4. Ferries/Tugs Repower Same as row 1 

5. Oceangoing

vessels

Shorepower Up to 25% for shore side infrastructure if non- 

government owned (up to 100% if government 

owned) 
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6. Class 4-7 local

freight trucks

Repower and 

replacement 

Same as row 1. 

7. Airport ground

support

equipment

Repower and 

replacement 

Up to 75% to repower or replace with electric (up to 

100% if government owned). Electric charging 

infrastructure costs are eligible expense. 

8. Forklifts and Port

Cargo Handling

Equipment

Repower and 

replacement 

Up to 75% to repower or replace with electric (up to 

100% if government owned). Electric charging 

infrastructure costs are eligible expense. 

9. Electric vehicle

charging stations

or hydrogen

fueling stations

for light duty

vehicles only

Up to 100% to purchase, install and maintain 

infrastructure if available to public at government 

owned property. 

Up to 80% to purchase, install and maintain 

infrastructure if available to public at non- 

government owned property. 

Up to 60% to purchase, install and maintain 

infrastructure at a workplace or multi-unit dwelling 

that is not available to the general public. 

Up to 33% to purchase, install and maintain 

infrastructure for publicly available hydrogen 

dispensing that is high volume or up to 25% for 
lower volume. 

PROJECT PROPOSALS (Open with Adobe Reader) 

Electronic submittals are preferred and should be sent to VWComments@dep.nj.gov however 

paper submittals will also be accepted and should be sent to: 

NJDEP 

Division of Air Quality 

Mail code 401-02E 

Trenton, NJ 08625-0420 

Attn: VW Settlement 

All proposals must contain the following information; incomplete applications will not be 

considered. If your project is selected, you may be contacted for additional detailed information. 

Send questions to VWComments@dep.nj.gov 

mailto:VWComments@dep.nj.gov
mailto:VWComments@dep.nj.gov


To enter information electronically use Adobe Reader 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Organization Name  

Organization Address  

City, State Zip Code  

Contact Person  

Title/Position  

Phone  

E-mail  

 

PROJECT NAME  

 

PROJECT CATEGORY OR CATEGORIES (choose from 1-9 in “Eligible Projects” section above) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

PROJECT PRIORITY Priority # of proposals 

If submitting more than one proposal, what is the sponsor’s priority of this proposal? 

 

NOTE FOR CATEGORY 9 PROPOSALS:   

 

If your proposal is for Category 9, and you are proposing Level 1 and/or Level 2 electric 

vehicle charging stations, complete only the following sections of this form:  Contact 

Information, Project Name, Project Category or Categories, and Project Priority. Submit the 

form without completing the remaining questions.    

 

Then, go to It Pay$ to Plug In – NJ’s Electric Vehicle Charging Grants Program, and apply for 

a Charging Grant. Volkswagen funds for Level 1 and Level 2 charging stations will be 

administered through It Pay$ to Plug In. 

 

If your proposal is for Category 9, and you are proposing DC Fast Chargers and/or hydrogen 

fueling stations for light duty vehicles, you must complete all of the questions on this form. 
 

 

 

PROJECT BUDGET 

Provide total estimated project budget, include source and amount of cost share if applicable. 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION (Briefly describe the project by completing the following questions) 

Geographic area where emissions reductions will occur? 

Estimated size of population benefitting from the emission reductions? 

Estimated useful life of the project? 

Number of engines/vehicles/vessels/equipment included in the project? 

https://www.drivegreen.nj.gov/plugin.html


Estimated emission benefits should be expressed in tons per year (TPY) of emission reduced 

for NOx and for PM 2.5 over the lifetime of the project. Identify methodology used. 

Estimated NOx benefits? TPY 

Methodology Used? 

Particulate matter (PM 2.5) benefits? TPY 

Methodology Used? 

Will the project benefit one or more communities that are disproportionately impacted by air 

pollution? If so, please describe. 

Project partners, if any? 

Explain how the project will provide cost effective and technically feasible emission 

reductions. Cost effectiveness should be expressed in dollars per ton per year of emissions 

reduced for NOx and for PM 2.5. 

Estimated timeframe for implementation? Include a project timeline that identifies start and 

end dates, as well as the timeframe for key milestones. 

Demonstrated success in implementing similar projects? 

If your proposed project involves alternative fuels, provide a demonstration of current or 

future plans to provide adequate refueling infrastructure. 
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Has your organization been approved to receive and expend any other grant funds related to 

this project? If so, please provide details. 

Please provide any additional information that supports this project. 

Two additional pages have been provided as supplemental space to answer any of the questions above. 



Supplemental Page 1 



Supplemental Page 2 
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	Organization Name: City of Elizabeth
	Organization Address: 50 Winfield Scott Plaza
	City State Zip Code: Elizabeth, New Jersey 07201
	Contact Person: Daniel Loomis
	TitlePosition: City Engineer
	Phone: 908-820-4269
	Email: dloomis@elizabethnj.org
	PROJECT NAME:  Reducing Emissions through Replacement of Class 8 Trucks
	PROJECT BUDGET Provide total estimated project budget include source and amount of cost share if applicable: Estimated project budget is $700,000 for vehicle replacement under the 100% funding eligible for government-owned Class 8 local freight trucks & port drayage trucks for diesel replacement.  
	Geographic area where emissions reductions will occur: City of Elizabeth, NJ
	Estimated size of population benefitting from the emission reductions: 124969
	Estimated useful life of the project: 10 years
	Number of enginesvehiclesvesselsequipment included in the project: 5
	Will the project benefit one or more communities that are disproportionately impacted by air pollution If so please describe: Primary benefit will be Elizabeth; however the city also borders the municipalities of Newark, Union, Linden and Roselle. It is also home to a major Seaport, portion of Newark Liberty International Airport, two train stations, two NJ Turnpike exits and major highways; increasing geographic impact. 
	Project partners if any: Groundwork Elizabeth will be a partner in this initiative.
	Explain how the project will provide cost effective and technically feasible emission reductions Cost effectiveness should be expressed in dollars per ton per year of emissions reduced for NOx and for PM 25: Older vehicles do not run as efficiently or effectively as new vehicles, which are made with not only new parts, but also state-of-the-art technology.  These advances assist in the efficient and effective operations of the vehicle as well as reduce the impact on the environment. Cost Effectiveness $175,200/TPY NOx $3,012,600/TPY PM 2.5. 
	Estimated timeframe for implementation Include a project timeline that identifies start and end dates as well as the timeframe for key milestones: Overall implementation will take approximately 1 year from start to finish, including bond authorization, vehicle selection and contract award.
New vehicles take approximately 5 months to acquire from contract execution.
	Demonstrated success in implementing similar projects: From the completion of energy audits to the incorporation of solar panels on 6 public buildings, the City continues to implement green elements through its Energy Efficiency and Conservation Strategy. Using the latest in technology and grant funds from the Department of Energy solar, flashing stop & pedestrian crossing signs were incorporated. Bridge height, portable message boards, upgrades in electrical, HVAC & insulation systems were also incorporated; conserving energy & reducing costs. 
	If your proposed project involves alternative fuels provide a demonstration of current or future plans to provide adequate refueling infrastructure: This initiative supports Elizabeth's Go Green initiatives, which include encouraging as well as providing resources, for the utilization of alternative fuel sources. The city has five public charging stations for electric cars incorporated within one of its public garage structures and plans on incorporating additional sites. 
	Has your organization been approved to receive and expend any other grant funds related to this project If so please provide details: No, the City of Elizabeth has not been awarded funds for the replacement of vehicles as defined through this opportunity. 
	Please provide any additional information that supports this project: Through this initiative, Elizabeth anticipates replacing the following vehicles:

# 42 1994 International DT466 engine 250 HP 19,515 mi.

# 45 1994 International DT466 engine 250 HP 12,295 mi.

# 113 1994 International DT466 engine 250 HP 21,649 mi.

# 114 1994 International DT466 engine 250 HP 17,935 mi.

# 132 1994 International DT466 engine 250 HP 19,703 mi. 


Attached are the calculations supporting information detailed within this application.

	Supplemental Page 1: Elizabeth has received funding to improve as well as increase energy efficiency and effectiveness throughout the community.  These sources include, but are not limited to: Congressionally allocated funding and the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant, resulting in the incorporation of solar panels; flashing stop and pedestrian crossing signals as well as upgrades in electrical, HVAC and insulation systems.

New Jersey’s first senior affordable Gold LEED certified building continues to thrive in the City of Elizabeth. This 30 unit, $10 million mixed-use investment was designed to incorporate environmentally conscious and renewable energy sources to create a greener tomorrow. Located at 205 First Street in the Elizabethport community, this senior building features 3,700 square feet of commercial space along with Energy Star appliances, rainwater catchment system, sun shades and solar paneling. It also complies with the NJ HMFA Green Future Program – a comprehensive affordable green building and energy efficiency program for projects funded in coordination with NJDCA and NJHMFA. 

Increasing sustainability and becoming more resilient, the City of Elizabeth also received approval from FEMA for its Hazard Mitigation Plan.  This effort will further increase funding eligibility, reduce incurred costs and improve readiness.
	Supplemental Page 2: Promoting sustainable and more resilient communities as well as preserving landscapes and conserving vital resources, remain priorities throughout our community.  The City of Elizabeth has worked in coordination with the local organization, Groundwork Elizabeth, on initiatives to green our environment.  

Founded in 2003, Groundwork Elizabeth continues to foster sustainable communities by organizing and implementing projects and programs throughout the City of Elizabeth. By working with young people, seniors as well as the community at large, Groundwork has spearheaded and collaborated on initiatives that have improved the quality of life within our municipality. From the transformation of underutilized land to the creation of greener spaces, Groundwork ‘s efforts have included enhancing as well as increasing access to the Elizabeth River.

Groundwork Elizabeth continues to partner with the City of Elizabeth on the multi-phase Elizabeth River Trail initiative, which has created a paved route along the Elizabeth River. It is designed for recreational activities, including but not limited to biking, walking and running as well as utilizes effective landscaping and diverse green elements. Furthermore, as the phases of the Trail progress, areas of interest such as public buildings, parks, schools and business districts are also being connected via the route.

The Trail contains benches, lighting, signs and garbage receptacles as well as supports Elizabeth’s Go Green initiatives, including the preservation of open space and incorporation of eco-friendly components. Green standards, such as sustainable plants, materials, efficient lighting and rain catchment/harvesting systems are also included where possible. Developed through commercial and residential districts, the Trail also includes the installation of bike racks, which enable residents and visitors to also integrate modes of transportation. 

The City of Elizabeth will work in partnership with Groundwork Elizabeth to increase community outreach activities regarding our Go Green initiatives, including the replacement of aging, inefficient and environmentally-ineffective vehicles.
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