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Connecting Habitat Across New Jersey



Wildlife Need to MOVE
for Food, Shelter, Mates



Wildlife Need to MOVE



Habitat Loss & Fragmentation

“Habitat loss or modification is 
the greatest threat to New Jersey’s 
wildlife” -NJ Wildlife Action Plan (2017)

Black Bear
Courtesy of Jeff Crawn



120+ native NJ wildlife species 
are threatened by fragmentation  

>10,000 vehicles/day

Roads

Wildlife on roads are a threat to 
driver safety and property



Barriers to Movement



Bobcat kittens on road

Bobcat Movements: 1 Year



NJ: A Leader in Open Space Preservation

Nearly one-third of NJ is preserved
(NJDEP Green Acres 2016)



How can we integrate 

habitat connectivity 
in land & transportation planning?



Tools and Resources to Guide:

• Land protection

• Habitat management and restoration

• Mitigation of road barriers



www.CHANJ.nj.gov



www.CHANJ.nj.gov







Wildlife Passage System Elements



Route 565 / Sussex County

A Good Example



Another Good Example



Another Good Example



www.CHANJ.nj.gov



CHANJ Web Viewer: Intro



CHANJ Web Viewer: Intro



CHANJ Web Viewer: CHANJ Layers



CHANJ Cores, Corridors, Stepping Stones



Road Segments



Preserved Land & NAACC Culvert Inventory



NAACC Culvert Inventory



NAACC Culvert Inventory



NAACC Culvert Inventory - Opportunities



>30 projects 
permitted 
since 2016

Road Wildlife Mitigation Projects



Culvert Retrofit – Dry Passage Shelf & Fencing



Example:  Flood Hazard Wildlife Passage Project



Before

After

Example:  Flood Hazard Wildlife Passage Project



Benefits of CHANJ

• Provides a common vision of NJ’s connectivity puzzle

• Usable at local and statewide scales

• Enables more proactive and collaborative planning

• Accessible on mobile devices to evaluate connectivity\context in the field



CHANJ Listserv
www.CHANJ.nj.gov





https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/conservation/reporting-rare-wildlife-sightings/



Thank You for being part of the CHANJ!
www.CHANJ.nj.gov CHANJ@dep.nj.gov
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