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House passes bill to give Paterson site historic status

President Obama Is expected to sign a bill passed Wednesda

torical Park.

Paterson Great Falls
Park

!

l anﬂud NPS boundary
THston: deirict

Racuwiny (wihie proposed NI
boundary)
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ON THE WEB
For video of the Great
Falls in Paterson, see

northjersey.comy/video

By HERB JACKSON

SEINGTON
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and Valley Forge on the

laces whene American

gan, under a bl the
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al
d power a0 industrial revohs

Gon end n economic break
(‘-n. Britain, will be designa!

Historical Park as part of
J Imasshve logxslr.nt ackape that
also gives wilderness
status 10 2 mlllmn acres in pine
stales

“Hamiton knew what he was

dokng, because it becanse the gase
way {0 industry in this country,”
said Riep. Bill Pscredl Jr., D Paer
sn

alls [powened] the mills
that brought Emigrants to this
coantry, My er nd mmy
grandfather, they worked in those
mills. And that's what America is
all about,” said Pascrell, & former
Paterson mayor who sporsored &

Rep. Bill Pascrell Jr,, D-Paterson, holds a plaque on Wednesday designating the Great Fals n Paterson as 3 nationd

historical park. About 300 people gathered under white tents set up for the ceremony.

bull making the park designation
that passed the Hoese im 2007 but
dhied in the Senate

The first Colt Brearms fsctary
was on the site, and textile mills
betame 50 et Paterson still
has the nicl of the Silk City.
i e hoplg the bl il
(= ane e W
or an m:x: comehack :mc

troubled city by attracting tourists
and private investment.
“We want people to come see
it to put purple
ropes around §t,” Pascre
5 Is going o 'be an sttraction
0 get people fo work, and to also

- binng pride back 1o the Sty And

Please see FALLS, A6
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A bill to confer national park status on the Great Falls in Pa-

terson fell short in the House of Representati

ives Wednesday.
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guys that woukd have voted for it
except the motorcyclists must've
bopped a few over the head”
Only one lawmaker during the
debate criticized the provision to

proserve the 77-foot Passaic River
falls in Paterson that Alexander

Hamilton first advocated tapping  *Thi
I

for energy in 1778.
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ustrial revolution in the United
States,” Pscrell said, noting that in
addition to the textile mills that
gave the Silk City its nickname,

Paterson was also home to
Colt's first firearms factory and
“the largest production of locomo-
The setback will mean that the
bill could be mdnd.m mﬂ
Senate for final approval
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A MAP OF THE VILLAGE OF PATERSON ..., 1820 (WPA TRACING)
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1982 - Textile operations shutdown

1983 - Ten-alarm fire reduces most of ATP to ruin

(smaller fires follow in later years)

1992 - City of Paterson acquires property after tax default

1992-96 - Federal Urban History Initiative Funds
For stabilization of the Colt Gun Mill

1995-2001 - Plan to redevelop ATP with townhouses conflicts with
preservation, plan eventually challenged in courts and abandoned

2009-10 - Remaining Urban History Initiative Funds used for
Cultural Resources Assessment of ATP
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BROWNFIELD DESIGNATION

O qualifies for Hazardous Discharge Site Remediation Fund
(HDSRF) grants from NJDEP.

ENIVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

O Preliminary Investigation and Site Investigation (PI/SI)

Remedial Investigation Work Plan (RIWP)

Remedial Investigation Report and Remedial Action Work
Plan (RIR/RAWP) grant application is currently under review
for HDSRF funding.

O The EPA’'s CERCLA program removed toxic waste
containers that were identified, tested the site rather
extensively for asbestos and is actively pursuing a plan for
abatement of the asbestos AOCs across the site.

OO

CONTAMINANTS IDENTIFIED; AOCs

O historic fill, asbestos containing materials, lead paint, large
Underground Storage Tanks (USTs), possible petroleum
discharges, PCBs, PAHs, VOCs, metals (including cyanide),
pesticides, dioxins, fallout from coal burning.

O Groundwater testing has been recommended but not yet
completed, and an HDSRF application to fund this
additional testing is under review.
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ATP SITE REDEVELOPMENT GOALS

O Avriver walk beginning at the Great Falls and
running along the historic river wall of the site

U The stabilization of the remaining structures for
historic interpretive opportunities as a novel
ruins park, with industrial archaeology and
water power feature displays

O integrating site design to showcase ecological
and water conservation education

O establishment of a 2.5 acre “great lawn”
meadow area for passive recreation and
community event activities.
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ATP SITE FUNDING & PARTNERSHIPS
River Walk & 2.5 acre Quarry Lawn, $6 million

NJDEP Green Acres funding, $2.2 million (for
construction only)

Passaic County Open Space fund, $30K

NPS Land & Water Conservation Grant, $425K
Possible GENP matching funds (NPS)

EPA CERCLA for asbestos remediation

WHAT'S NEEDED

Cultural resources / historic preservation
funding

U O 0O D

O

U

Open space & park development funding

O

Remediation “Clean Up” funding

O Underground Storage Tank Removals
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MARY ELLEN KRAMER
GREAT FALLS PARK

SOME 190 MILLION YEARS AGO (MES0ZOIC ERA), FLUID LAVA AS HIGH AS A TEN STORY BUILDING ROLLED IN A
SINGLE FLOW FROM FIFTY MILES AWAY AND SOLIDIFIED IN THIS REGION. THE BASALTIC RIDGE FORMED BY THESE
FLOWS EXPLAINS THE BASIC GEOLOGICAL FORMATION OF THE GREAT FALLS. THROUGH THIS NOTCH, THE ENTIRETY
OF THE PASSAIC RIVER PLUNGES SOME 77 FEET, MAKING IT THE SECOND LARGEST WATERFALL BY VOLUME EAST OF
THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER, SURPASSED ONLY BY NIAGARA FALLS.

THE GREAT FALLS HAS BEEN AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE CULTURAL HISTORY OF THIS REGION BEGINNING WITH ITS
NATIVE INHABITANTS, AND LATER TO THE FORMATION AND EXPANSION OF THE UNITED STATES. INSPIRED BY VISITS
TO THIS WATERFALL, FIRST SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY ALEXANDER HAMILTON PROPOSED ITS POTENTIAL AS A
POWER SOURCE TO LAUNCH THE NEW NATION’S ECONOMY TO BE BASED ON INDUSTRY AND TRADE. THE SOCIETY
FOR ESTABLISHING USEFUL MANUFACTURES WAS CHARTERED IN 1791 TO REALIZE HIS VISION, AND THUS LAID THE
FOUNDATION FOR THE CITY OF PATERSON AND THE NATION’S ECONOMY.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE GREAT FALLS IS RECOGNIZED FOR THESE NATURAL AND NATIONAL CULTURAL EVENTS AS
A NATIONAL NATURAL LANDMARK (1966) AND AS THE HEART OF THE GREAT FALLS NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK
DISTRICT (1976) AND LATER THE GREAT FALLS NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK (2009). MARY ELLEN KRAMER WAS
INSTRUMENTAL IN GALVANIZING PATERSON’S HISTORIC PRESERVATION MOVEMENT THAT RESULTED IN THESE
DESIGNATIONS, AND FOR THE REOPENING OF THIS PROPERTY AS A PUBLIC PARK IN 1974. IT WAS OFFICIALLY NAMED
IN HONOR OF HER MEMORY BY THE PATERSON MUNICIPAL COUNCIL ON FEBRUARY. 15, 1994 (94:197).

y THIS PLAQUE IS GIVEN IN COMMEMORATION OF THE RESTORATION OF THIS PARK AND ITS REDEDICATION TO MARY
T ELLEN KRAMER, WHOSE LEADERSHIP. AND LEGACY. PRESERVED THIS SACRED PLACE AS AN INSPIRATION FOR ALL.
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GOVERNOR CHRIS CHRISTIE, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
COMMISSIONER BOB MARTIN, NJ DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL: PROTECTION

PASSAIC COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS y

MAYOR JOSE “JOEY” TORRES, CITY,OF PATERSON' ‘i1

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION, CITY.OF PATERSON

\

AuGUST 2015
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Great Falls State Park Design Competition: Field Operations
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“LIVING ROOMS™

An episodic sequence of outdoor spaces and thematic
rooms reveal the stories and places of Paterson. and
provide new spaces for the community to actively use-

“—ry -
=

\

OUTDOOR EXERCISE ROOM\

VALLEY OF THE ROCKS }

FOREST ROOM \ ‘

HINCHCLIFFE STADIUM

GREAT FALLS
ROOM

RIVER ROOM
INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY ROOM
MIDDLE RACEWAY ROOM

QUARRY LAWN ROOM

OVERLOOK TERRACE ROOM
THE LANDING THE BALCONY



LANDSCAPE AND DIVERSE ECOLOGY TYPES

The extraordinarily rich site enables diverse habitat zones that
reinforce the quality and life of each room.

T

— FLOODPLAIN MEADOW
MAPLE BOSQUE wewons
MIXED EASTERN FOREST \
LAWN S50 = N RIVERBANK
WITH PINES » ? ’ e
OAKS AND ASH S
MULBERRY GROVE
MEADOW WITH TREE ROOMS
¥ LAWN PLUS BLACK LOCUST GROVE
FLOWERING l wwroms FLOWERING ORCHARD
o RCHARD CRAB APPLE e i

RED MAPLE TREE GROVE

PATERSON'S NEW "“OUTDOOR LIVING ROOI"IfO



PATH LOOP AND OVERLOOKS

A one-mile loop path ties together the dormant

and hidden features of the site to create a whole that
Is much greater than the sum of its parts.

PATERSON'S NEW "“OUTDOOR LIVING R()()I"Ifo



