
Liberty State Park Revitalization Program

Entry # Public Comment - March 2 to March 16, 2024

1

I love Liberty State Park, and have been going there since I was little. I currently go almost every day for walks with my dog and friends. I bring all my visitors here to enjoy the view and for outdoor fun. I am so happy that the park is public 
space, and can be enjoyed by our whole community- as it should be. I oppose ANY privatization of the park, especially any suggestions from Paul Fireman to build private sports or entertainment complexes that would require more 
destruction of precious greenspace and wildlife habitat. I think every effort should be put forth to maintain what precious land we have, to treat it with care, clean it, and open it to the public for recreational use and preservation.

2

I have been attending liberty state park most of my life. The most valuable aspect of the park is the wide open space it provides to New Jersey residents and visitors. Over the last decade I have seen the amount of visitors increase to the 
park. People enjoy the park as is and use it as a means of escape.  I am against the implementation of these unnecessary recreation facilities, like for profit football fields. It's crucial to rethink the use of these facilities and seek safer, 
more sustainable options such as natural grass fields and eco-friendly technologies to prioritize safety and environmental conservation. The park needs to be conserved with much attention to ecological priorities.

3

I’m a resident of Jersey City and a lifelong New Jersey resident. I remember coming to Liberty State Park as a child with the twin towers in the New York skyline. When I first moved to Jersey City 10 years ago, Liberty State Park was 
instrumental in my ability to meet new people through a local Jersey City running group. I was also able to celebrate my 30th birthday with a picnic in Liberty state park during the covid-19 pandemic, when it wasn’t safe to gather with 
loved ones indoors. And I even got engaged in Liberty State Park. Liberty State Park has been such a big part of my life because it has been free and open to the public. I want future generations to have this same opportunity to create 
memories in Liberty State Park as a free public park. I’ve also been aware of repeated attempts by billionaire Paul Fireman to buy parts of the park for his ultra-exclusive golf course for millionaires. Indeed, many of the groups with a 
purported interest in Liberty State Park, such as the so-called People's Park Foundation and Liberty State Park for All, have received significant funding from Fireman. I stand with the Friends of Liberty State Park. I want to strongly 
oppose large-scale commercialization of the park, particularly the proposed Sports and Entertainment Complex with a 5000 seat football stadium and 7000 seat commercial concert venue. I want to support the preservation of the park 
as a public park, free and open to the public. I also support the NJDEP’s concept for a healthy mix of passive and active recreation, which does include basketball courts and soccer fields and other sports fields for safe spaces for our 
local youth. This also includes evidence-based remediation, natural habitat restoration, and peaceful nature trails. This is a fair and balanced plan that maintains the park as a space for the public, and I thank commissioner LaTourette 
for standing up against privatization. I want to reiterate to the Task Force that the purpose of a public park is not to generate revenue, it is to serve the public. Thank you.

4

Please do not privatize any amount of liberty state park. The Jersey City area has precious little by way of public outdoor space, and handing over any amount of LSP land to developers (even under the guise of public/private 
partnerships) is a horrible idea that will result in continued decimation of public goods by for-profit enterprises and corrupt government officials. There is tremendous potential for LSP to become a shared treasure for the entire 
northeast, but under Fireman, this potential would be squandered on pay-to-play elite spaces that degrade the ecology and further divide the haves vs. have-nots. NO to Fireman. NO to privatization of LSP.

5

New Jersey is the most densely populated state in the nation and there’s not even a close second and Hudson County is most densely populated county in New Jersey. Everywhere one looks, development continues, and open space 
dwindles. Hudson County is the the Liberty State Park was created in 1976 to preserve open space in the most densely populated county within the State. It is used not only by Hudson County residents but also by New Jersey residents.  
It is also an attraction for visitors from the rest of the country and even internationally.  Liberty State Park should remain true to its primary purpose of providing open space and remain a natural treasure in an area that is lacking the 
infrastructure to handle the increased traffic due to the increased development over the years.
 I strongly support the plan to keep an area of natural open space, wetlands and with dedicated areas for some active recreation. Liberty State Park is not responsible to provide the recreation facilities for Jersey City and as someone who 
grew up and lived in Jersey City for 30 years, I know that kids are not leaving their neighborhoods to head to Liberty State Park for routine recreation and sports activities. I adamantly oppose the development of stadiums and an 
entertainment complex being pushed by special interest groups who don’t even take the time to pretend that they want to hear from the public and are pushing to move the proves behind closed doors.  Keep Liberty State Park open and 
free.

6

I have not been involved in these meetings so don't have detailed comments.  My concern is protecting Liberty State Park
Liberty State Park is a precious treasured place.  We who live in Jersey City and the State of New Jersey, especially during this dangerous era of climate change, do not need more areas of concrete or the proposed giant sports complexes 
and golf courses.  We need to be among trees and grass and flowers, in places where we can breathe fresh air, spend time among new wetlands and meadows with friends and families and space.
Shawn La Tourette, the Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection's, excellent plan which should be approved
I would also support  proposals from the Friends of Liberty State Park.
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7

Liberty State Park is a green oasis located adjacent to the massive high-rise buildings of Jersey City, the New Jersey Turnpike a major residential development and a golf course. The park has already, for many years now, been serving its 
intended purpose of being ... a park! A park is a place that provides relief from the development (and over-development) around it. It provides open space for recreation of all sorts. This beautiful, waterfront park already fulfills its 
intended role as a park by providing recreational opportunities to a diverse group of park goers. What, exactly, does the park offer to visitors today? Here are just a few of the activities park visitors are presently participating in: walking; 
running; fishing; cycling; picnicking; kayak tours; bird watching; environmental education; boat launching; viewing the historic railroad terminal; taking the boat to Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty; nature walks; visiting the Empty Sky 
memorial; and much more. Park visitors come from Jersey City, from elsewhere in the state, and from across the nation as well as overseas. 
The park is a gem within this highly urbanized, highly-developed (I would say, over-developed) dense urban region. The last thing residents of Jersey City, and the region need, is more development here. The park should remain the 
unspolied oasis that it is today.

8

We live is Scotch Plains and have been coming to Liberty State Park since the 70’s when Morris Pesin would speak at intermission of the concerts touting the park and reminding the Jersey City residents when th ebu woild be leaving.
The fact that we travel to LSP from Union county speaks to its universal appeal to all residents of NJ as a state park and as an  oasis of calm in an urban setting. 
It is unfortunate the Fineman’S organization has been successful in creating an us v. them mentality. As LSP is large piece of state property in  Jersey City, it is tempting to try to solve some of Jersey City recreational deficiencies caused 
by their poor planning, land grabs for developers and use of funds for other projects.  
As a guest in their city, LSP can provide more recreational activities while maintaining the open space, walking paths and nature preserves.
I believe the DEP’s plan provides that with the 60 acres of ball fields. Some further tweaking needs to be done.  For example, the three fields and parking by marina is crowded.
Fireman’s group claims to be for the children of Jersey City, but a 5,000 seat football stadium is beyond the needs of school and league athletics. And a 7,000 seat concert venue is also unnecessary.  There are other places in Jersey city 
for music.
I feel maintaining the park is an uphill uphill battle against the moneyed interests.  Sadly in NJ money talks.  Just look at Tammy Murphy’s run for Senate and Gov Murphy’s less than strong support for the concept of a people's park.  
The fireman people in the planning committee don’t seem to want to compromise.  I thought that was the purpose of the committee.
It’s as though Fireman didn’t get his land swap for his golf course and changed direction. Just watched all the planning going on over the last years,  hired Bob Hurley  (A brilliant move) and is is just watching the grass roots fight until he 
can get his plan implemented with a money drop and perhaps a more pliable DEP commissioner when the administration changes.   I hope I’m wrong but  sadly money does rule NJ now

9

The plan for Liberty State Park put forth by Commissioner Shawn LaTourette and the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection is a fair and balanced plan. I do not feel that Liberty State Park land should be subverted to suite 
Jersey City's recreation needs which resulted due to years of poor planning by Jersey City Government. The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection have gone out of their way to add sport fields to a state park to 
accommodate Jersey City. No additional acreage from Liberty State Park should be cannibalized for active recreation.
Please put an end to the constant drives to add stadiums, a community center, and an amphitheater to again a STATE park. These are all venues that are costly to build and costly to maintain. And my fear is seeing pools, amphitheaters, 
and even playing fields, fall into disrepair when state money gets tights and cuts are made and these facilities should not get turned over to commercial or private interests to maintain and run. Just restore the land within Liberty State 
Park to th natural habitats with walking trails as envisioned in the plan. 
It is also quite shameful how Bob Hurley and Jerry Walker did not stay at all for the public comments on March 2 - had they stayed, they would have realized that their vision for Liberty State Park is not what the people of this area want.

10 Its saddening that i even have to write this. Listen to the longtime residents of Jersey City and leave liberty state park alone!!!

11 Please continue to keep Liberty State Park freely accessible to the public. We need ball fields for youth sports. Free recreational facilities for the public are so important to the vibrancy of the state and to the residents of Jersey City.

Page 2 of 113

Data have been edited to remove duplicate comments, blank comments, 
and personal identifying information, and reformatted to fit this page.



Liberty State Park Revitalization Program

12

These comments are submitted on behalf of the Board of Directors of the New Jersey Environmental Lobby (NJEL).  NJEL is a 51-year-old organization headquartered in Trenton that is focused on protecting New Jersey’s natural 
resources.  For decades, NJEL has supported the efforts of park advocates to protect the integrity of Liberty State Park (LSP) as a public oasis of open space in the most densely populated and industrialized area of the State.  It is the 
most unique of New Jersey state parks, integral to both its natural and urban surroundings, as well as well as to the vibrant, historic New York/New Jersey waterways.  In addition, it has historic and cultural significance to the 
descendants of the indigenous inhabitants. 
We are grateful to the Department of Environmental Protection for initiating the remediation and development of the remaining acreage of LSP, and to the legislative and nonprofit advocates who have championed it for decades.  A 
development plan for LSP must increase the free, healthy recreational opportunities available to visitors while protecting the ecology of the area.  It must respect LSP’s position within view of, and as a gateway to, the Statue of Liberty 
Monument, and recognize that many visitors travel to LSP not for recreation, but for inspiration.   Development of additional park acreage must be achieved without burdening Jersey City neighborhoods with additional traffic and 
pollution.  For all of these reasons, the Board of Directors of NJEL opposes any ticketed-entry or indoor mass entertainment facilities at this state park.  We also urge that New Jersey Transit become an active partner with NJDEP in this 
project.   Marketing surveys and other outreach should be conducted to determine what public transit enhancements would (1) make the park more  accessible to persons who do not have automobiles and (2) encourage public transit 
as an alternative to private vehicles.  Public transit service should also be part of a strategy to reduce the need for additional traffic and parking acreage within the Park.
Since the establishment of LSP, there has been a succession of schemes for privatization and commercialization.  All of them led to public outcries.  DEP’s concept for the remediation of the interior acreage appeared to be protection 
for the Park, at last.  Now, it appears that special interests have again emerged with proposals to privatize portions of this public asset.  NJEL urges that ticketed-entry and mass entertainment venues that would limit the quiet enjoyment 
of visitors and reduce areas for low impact recreation be excluded from the design.  Such development is contrary to the concept of public parks for the public.  It would reduce open space acreage, restrict public access and change the 
character of the Park in a highly negative way.  Venues for thousands of customers would require additional parking, adding impervious surfaces and vehicle emissions.  Suggestions that entertainment and sports facilities would 
generate revenue for the State of New Jersey may be enticing from a State budget perspective, but they fail to mention that private entities have an interest in promoting such development.
 LSP is a park of state-wide significance, not only because of the iconic nature of the site, but also because its fate will set a precedent for the other state parks and forests. Those sites will become targets for schemes that will restrict 
public access and damage the environments.  State parks and forests are public assets and should be managed for the benefit of all the public.  Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

13

Please stop the private-sector monetization plan that will all but eliminate one of the best public accessible, free spaces in New Jersey. We can't pave this entire state and then wonder why the local ecosystem disappears.  Every inch of 
land does not need and should not be at the whim of people who see it as an investment.

14

The most iconic statement ever about Liberty State Park by THE STAR LEDGER columnist Gordon Bishop	DEC. 9, 1981
LIBERTY PARK BELONGS TO EVERYONE. NOT JUST THE RESIDENTS OF JERSEY CITY WHERE THE SPACIOUS PARK CURVES GENTLY AROUND THE HUDSON RIVER WATERFRONT, OR TO THE CITIZENS _OF HUDSON COUNTY AND NEW 
JERSEY. BUT TO ALL THE PEOPLE WHO GO THERE TO STROLL, SIT, PICNIC, PLAY BALL, TOSS FRISBEES OR SIMPLY TAKE IN THE SWEEPING SKYLINE OF MANHATTAN AND THE INSPIRING SIGHT OF MISS. LIBERTY.
LIBERTY PARK IS UNIQUE AS A PLACE AND A TIME IN THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. IT IS A NATURAL AND VIBRANT BACKDROP TO THE GATEWAY TO AMERICA. ITS GREEN OPEN SPACES AND COLORFUL FLAGS UNFURLING IN 
THE HARBOR BREEZES ARE A WELCOME RELIEF FROM THE GRAY MONOTONY OF A MEGALOPOLIS SPILLING OUT FROM LONG ISLAND TO THE JERSEY SHORE.
THERE CAN BE NO GREATER TRIBUTE TO THE STATUE OF LIBERTY AND ELLIS ISLAND IMMIGRANT CENTER -- THE SISTER NATIONAL MONUMENTS SYMBOLIZING AMERICA'S FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE -- THAN HAVING A PRISTINE 
PANORAMIC PARK AS THEIR BACKGROUND - NEIGHBOR
IT IS A SPECIAL GIFT FROM THE PEOPLE TO THE PEOPLE. IT IS NOT A LOCAL PARK, A STATE PARK, OR A FEDERAL PARK, BUT AN OPEN COMMONS FOR ALL TO SHARE AND· CARE FOR.

15

Please ensure community-focused nonprofit organizations like Camp Liberty continue to have a home in Liberty State Park. Jersey City doesn't need commercial venues; we need outdoor spaces for our kids to play and connect with 
each other.

16

The Harssimus Cove Association supports the DEP’s revitalization plan, and would like the revitalization of the park to prioritize open space, recreation, preservation and nature. We are against admission-fee stadiums, concert venues 
or other commercialization of the park. The park should remain a natural oasis and free for all.

17

Liberty State Park as it is now provides one of very few opportunities of uncommercial, public space open to leisure activities near the city for individuals and families alike. Walking along the water, sitting on the lawns, flying kites or 
having a BBQ in a large public space are an exceptionally rare thing to have right near a city like New York.  
What makes this so wonderful is this open space right next to the natural reservations: I have spent many hours bird watching and photographing insects in the perimeter. 
I am very worried that any developments like the ones proposed would ruin this rare gem. 
Please keep liberty State Park an open, free and non commercialized park.

18 I do not want the Sports and Entertainment complex to be built at all.
19 NO. To Liberty State Sports Complex    It will destroy the environment & will not be for the public but for wealthy private people.
20 I support the northern recreation area plan as well as the long term master plan. I love liberty state park’s facilities and commitment to open space.
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   These are my comments on Liberty State Park Phase 1B: Northern Area Recreation, Arts & Culture and Liberty State Park Phase 2: Holistic Long-Term Master Plan.
    We need you to step up and do the right thing. Save Liberty State Park from recreational overdevelopment. Protect this special oasis of public natural open space. There is none like it in our overcrowded state. Do everything you can to 
stop the recreational over-development of Liberty State Park. This is a matter of environmental justice and equity, and also one of public health. People need nature and the physical and mental health benefits that passive recreation 
provides, just as much as active recreation, maybe even more so. The pandemic made this clear. 
   The problem is there's not enough nature to go around in our state and it's distribution is far from equitable. Unfortunately, regular people who have a right to pursue simple activities like walking, breathing in, and experiencing natural 
surrounding don't have ambassadors and lobbyists to represent them the way that organized special interest groups do. We have to rely on people like you to protect the interests of people like us. This is why I'm urging you to do the right 
thing.
   Say no to sports stadiums, concert venues, unfair admission fees, unnecessary traffic, and anything that restricts public access to this wonderful natural treasure.
   Say yes to the DEPs Revitalization Plan, urban open space, and the liberty of free public access to the natural habitats of Liberty State Park the physical and mental health benefits it can provide if properly protected.
   Once again I urge you to do the right thing.

22

I was in LSP today and saw plenty of people enjoying the park as a park. While I support the concept to build athletic fields to serve the adjoining neighborhoods, I do NOT. Support the plan to build a mega complex of stadiums and 
amphitheaters and other commercial facilities. Those facilities exist already at the Meadowlands and at the Prudential Center. I support the DEP are development as it has been proposed with minor modifications for bike lanes and safe 
pedestrian access from adjoining neighborhoods. As a resident of Jersey City and the state I oppose any plan that calls for monetization of the park. 
Once it is paved over and developed, 
It is gone forever. Do not be swayed by Coach Hurley and the paid minions of Paul Freeman. Is goal is to for the state into selling Caven Point so he can expand his golf course. 
At the last task force public hearing, none of the speakers supported a commercial development plan that his group has proposed. 
The plan to use part of the park to handle flood waters through naturally occurring runoff and retention is a sound plan. Please stay the course.

23

If you really want to improve the park, have the adjoining property owners divert their helicopters elsewhere so the public can enjoy some peace. Isn’t that what parks are supposed to be for! 
Vote no on any physical change until the quality of life issues are resolved.

24 Please keep Liberty State Park public and free from commercial “revitalization”.

25

In this time of climate change and dramatic habitat loss, it's imperative that Liberty State Park retain as much green, open space as possible. Already, the transformation of the green space that has been off limits to the public is 
upending the park's wildlife. To put additional entertainment facilities, parking, and roadways would be an incredible loss to the community, state, and indeed the planet. Let's keep Liberty State Park green.

26 Keep Liberty State Park green, open, and public for residents, visitors, and wildlife to enjoy. Say NO to the Sports and Entertainment complex. Save our parks. Don't succumb to pressure from private developers.
27 LSP should have as much open natural space as possible.  No commercial venues.

28

I am writing to say that Liberty State Park must stay open and remain free to the public .
In the most densely populated state where we reside, it provides open space for humanity to restore itself and rejuvenate beside the banks of the Hudson.
No one person should ever be given the authority to determine the use of this land. 
Restore the interior for trails and wildlife habitats, restore and preserve the train sheds, and restaff the park.

29

I strongly support the plans presented by the NJ DEP, particularly the focus on natural preservation and restoration in the central sector of the park.  The holistic revitalization program strikes an excellent balance between the many 
interests in Liberty State Park.  With increasing impacts of climate change, creating a permeable tidal wetland to absorb storm surges and provide vital natural habitat in the highly urbanized New York metro area benefits both people 
and nature.  The natural areas also provide numerous opportunities for passive recreation and increased community engagement in the natural world - from school field trips to nature-watching and nature-based programming.  And the 
mix of community space and athletics facilities provide a great mix of year-round space for the broader region.  The DEP has crafted a well designed and attractive proposal that will surely win international awards when built!
Having attended multiple open houses and community engagement on the park by the DEP, I have been impressed by the level of community engagement, professionalism, and balance that the designers have shown.  The entire 
process has been both transparent and responsive to community feedback.
By comparison, the privately-funded counter-proposals for the park, involving vast massive event venues and fantastical national-scale elite athletics facilities, are crassly inappropriate for a public state park.  There are many private 
locations in New Jersey, with much better transportation links, that could site such venues.  Such proposals for commercialization of the park are a crass attempt to subvert the voice of the community for private benefit, and completely 
ignore the voice of the community while furthering narrow private interests.
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I strongly support the plans presented by the NJ DEP, particularly the focus on natural preservation and restoration in the central sector of the park.  The holistic revitalization program strikes an excellent balance between the many 
interests in Liberty State Park.  With increasing impacts of climate change, creating a permeable tidal wetland to absorb storm surges and provide vital natural habitat in the highly urbanized New York metro area benefits both people 
and nature.  The natural areas also provide numberous opportunities for passive recreation and increased community engagement in the natural world - from school field trips to nature-watching and nature-based programming.  And 
the mix of community space and athletics facilities provide a great mix of year-round space for the broader region.  The DEP has crafted a well designed and attractive proposal that will surely win international awards when built!
Having attended multiple open houses and community engagement on the park by the DEP, I have been impressed by the level of community engagement, professionalism, and balance that the designers have shown.  The entire 
process has been both transparent and responsive to community feedback.
By comparison, the privately-funded counter-proposals for the park, involving vast massive event venues and fantastical national-scale elite athletics facilities, are crassly inappropriate for a public state park.  There are many private 
locations in New Jersey, with much better transportation links, that could site such venues.  Such proposals for commercialization of the park are a crass attempt to subvert the voice of the community for private benefit, and completely 
ignore the voice of the community while furthering narrow private interests.

31 Leave nature be. We're the GARDEN STATE for a reason.
32 Do not hand this local public park over to an opportunistic billionaire. This is a disgusting example of corruption. Any of those in public office that support this should be remembered and thrown out of office

33

Liberty State Park’s protected wild and green space is some of the last wild space of that ecosystem in the N Y / Jersey City metro area. Please preserve all of the current wild space for the future of biodiversity and the health of our 
planet.

34 Jersey City requires less traffic and more greenery. Enough already.

35

Yet once again the residents of NJ are up against the big millionaire regarding the future of Liberty State Park. Surely you all know that in time this is not a benefit at all to the regular folks. The type of facilities planned will only restrict 
access to the regular working families and surrounding natural inhabitants. You are literally going to give away this gem of a park - no matter what is currently being offered as being for the “good” of the people.

36 Please don’t destroy liberty state park

37

Please remediate the contaminated areas, but do not construct any stadiums or other facilities.  The open space currently works as is for recreational activities that everyone can access.  People as well as the natural wildlife benefit 
from having access to large swaths of undeveloped areas.

38

I  think the location of athletic fields is not a good location in DEP's Phase1B.  There will be safety and congestion issues with ingress and egress into the main artery on Zapp Drive.   There will be a dangerous safety issue for all  in the 
event of emergencies in the absence of that existing internal lane by Marina. . In the plan there is no parking for boating, which is a unique experience with its kayaks, watersport, and ferry.   In the plan there is insufficient parking for such 
fields, including families, watchers, and next teams.  Athletic fields should 100% be moved to the South Side in parking lots that do not require the removal of open grass fields and nature.

39

The Liberty State Park revitalization process (and specifically phase 1B and the future Phase 2) seem reasonable and should be continued to be pursued and developed. I'm personally happy with the park being a passive non-active park 
however the current plans do seem like a good compromise to add some active elements to the park's future. Please keep development funds and planning public. Do not privatize the park and do not sell off pieces of the park, or rights 
to develop, to private developers.
For what it's worth I currently live near the park on the other side of the Morris Canal and am very local to this ongoing process. Thank you for your time.

40 Please do not advance the Fireman plan. It is not in the best interest of Hudson County residents and all those who visit LSP each year. Green spaces are few and far between, please keep LSP green!

41

I  think the location of athletic fields is not a good location in DEP's Phase1B.  There will be safety and congestion issues with ingress and egress into the main artery on Zapp Drive.   There will be a dangerous safety issue for all  in the 
event of emergencies. In the plan there is no parking for boating, which is a unique experience with its kayaks, watersport, and ferry.   In the plan there is insufficient parking for such fields, including families, watchers, and next teams.  
Athletic fields should 100% be moved to the South Side in parking lots that do not require the removal of open grass fields and nature.

42

Imagine a future where LSP isn't a playground for billionaires, but a sanctuary for wildlife and a shield against climate threats.
Don't let short-sighted greed pave over this precious green space. We need LSP to be a spongy buffer, absorbing rainwater that would otherwise flood our streets and homes. Replacing this natural defense with concrete stadiums and 
amphitheaters is like building sandcastles before the tide.
Look to Manhattan, a city desperate for even a sliver of green, and see the value of tiny forests. They're not waiting - their first tiny forest is coming on April 6th! We can do better - we have LSP and the space to plant a whole network of 
tiny forests, creating a vibrant urban oasis.
Please let us not repeat the mistakes of the past. We need LSP to be a living testament to our commitment to a sustainable future, not another monument to fleeting profits.
Please Please Please say no to stadiums. Say yes to tiny forests, vibrant wildlife refuges, and a greener, more resilient Jersey City.

43 Keep L S P free from Billionaire’s sport stadium debacle!  I’m a JC property owner & taxpayer and I DON’T WANT IT!
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44 Please protect the integrity of LSP by saying no to the sports and entertainment complex and prioritize open space and nature as precious resources.

45

I am in support of the design task force. 
All sections sound interesting and useful for the public. Recreation for sports, an area for artists to display and sell their work will support local artists and also offer cultural education experiences, and for the public to enjoy the nature 
areas in the park.

46

I love LSP. I love flying my kites there and I am no kid!!
I hope you will consider leaving the park as is. Because it is lovely the way it is and I hope you come to see that. Leave it as is so future generations can enjoy it as I have. It is a jewel, leave it alone....

47

NO concert venue or stadium in the park.
AND PROTECT CAVEN POINT!! Keep Liberty National out of the park.

48 I oppose building venues and football stadium in LSP

49

Liberty State Park is beautiful as it is and does not really benefit from the addition of these sports complexes. It is one of the few green oases in all of Jersey City, and adding facilities as large as the ones planned would only subtract from 
it.

50

I am writing to express my strong OPPOSITION to any type of commercial development in Liberty State Park. And especially oppose a sports stadium, concert venue, or any other type of private enterprise that limits free public access.  
New Jersey’s Parks should be for EVERYONE!  I URGE please don’t commercialize and sell out our parks for the benefit of the wealthy and special interest groups! 
The wildlife habitat and Open Space here should be preserved. Also free passive and active recreation for members of the public. NO to Fireman’s plans!

51 Liberty state park is no place for a stadium. It belongs to the people.

52

As a sailboat owner in Liberty Landing Marina and Jersey City resident, I'm still concerned with the limited parking for marina tenants due to the proposed addition of a football field, track field, and baseball diamond. Boat owners need 
to be able to carry supplies (tools, materials, sails, rigging, groceries, etc.) to and from their vessels. They also need to be able to park their cars while on overnight trips. Removing sufficient parking spaces for the marina tenants should 
be a non-starter. 
I am also concerned about the noise and lights produced by recreation fields. This disrupts the peace of the boating community, many of whom stay aboard on weekends. You seem to be grouping activities that are not similar; an 
ergonomic flaw in your park design. The quiet peacefulness of boating shares very little with the loud raucous of sporting events. Please do not ruin the calm that so many Jersey City resident boaters enjoy in Liberty Landing Marina.

53

I am concerned about the outlandish plans being pushed by the People's Park Foundation that will irrevocably damage Liberty State Park. The park has been a critical refuge for residents, visitors, and wildlife for generations.
I was eager to hear the DEP's recommendations to create wildlife sanctuaries, hiking trails, community rec. fields, an outdoor amphitheater, and a restored cultural center at the old train station. Unfortunately, Commissioner LaTourette 
had to cancel his big community event because Paul Fireman's associates at the People's Park Foundation and LSP4All were apparently unhappy that private developers wouldn't get the chance to build massive stadiums and generate 
revenue from a public resource.
This park is an important part of my local community and I will vociferously advocate for every inch of Liberty State from Caven Point to the northern tidal basin to be protected from commercialization and overdevelopment. Liberty State 
should be a free, open, and accessible part of our community that balances the needs of conservation and outdoor recreation.
I join all the voices in New Jersey opposing the overdevelopment promised by the People's Park Foundation and Liberty State 4 All. Please do no let a billionaires greed ruin yet another great resource in our state. 
-a Hoboken resident

54 Free unlimited access for everyone. The park belongs of the people of Jersey city.
55 No to the developers plan for Liberty State Park!  NO, NO, NO! Leave Liberty state park alone!
56 This is our chance to speak up for the free recreational usage of Liberty State Park.

57

I support the revitalization plans presented by NJ DEP, with no large scale facilities or commercialization.
Our family which includes 2 college age children born and raised in Jersey City are fully behind the plan.

58 Keep Liberty State Park free and natural.No development now and forever!!!

59

Building entertainment facilities will result in lots of traffic and noise for greater Communipaw and other downtown Jersey City neighborhoods. Further it will turn a place of quiet enjoyment into an entertainment zone. This is not the best 
use of resources. Let's keep Liberty State Park the natural beauty that it is!

60 Please save Libert State Park. Say no to sports complex which will destroy greenery and cram already congested traffic around the park!
61 Stay out of that area.   Leave it alone.   You troglodytes!
62 Leave Liberty State Park alone! We don’t need any more development!
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63 No to the Sports and Entertainment Complex and Yes to DEP's LSP Revitalization Plan.

64

The very fact that a natural public space and park has to be protected from commercial development is wrong at the core. It is so important we have a peaceful park where urban dwellers can find tranquility and reflection and nature can 
thrive too, and that rare unspoilt pieces of land in this over developed area are kept that way. It is essential for the well being of our residents and environment that those with money and power don’t get their way. Greed is, after all, why 
the indigenous land we live on was ruined in the first place.

65

Please save Liberty State Park from development,  destruction and greed. We must not take every last piece of open ground in the city, we must save our history and our culture in the cities across America. Big money , big corporations 
and big developers are not welcome in Liberty State Park.  It’s a gem !  Save our Park! ❤️�

66

Please do not destroy the nature of Liberty State Park. 
The private golf course that normal people cannot use is already enough. I appreciate if NJ can find a better use of the golf course.

67 I am against the sport stadium and for free recreational usage of Liberty State Park.
68 Please do not alter the park.
69 Don't build the --- stadium and as a result destroy the park, please. We need as much green as possible in Hudson county.
70 We do not want or need a sports complex in Liberty State Park, we just want our beautiful park.

71

I am in support of the DEP’s plan. I walk the park at 6:30 am 2-3 times per week and go at other times as well. I enjoy the peace and quietness and the wild life that I see. 
The current summer concerts are great gatherings with manageable size crowds.  Family picnics and children in playgrounds are a joy to see. Some other recreation could be an added benefit- courts or a pool, but no stadium or large 
concert venues.

72 Keep LSP for the public. Don't allow private interests for individual personal gain outnumber the local community.

73

I am a long time user of the liberty state park as it’s in my vicinity. I love the open public space. I am speaking for the DEP’s revitalization and free active recreation. I am against the commercial venues and sports complex limiting public 
access and imposing high entry ticket prices. Jersey city is so expensive for the locals now. Leave the park free for all.

74 Liberty State Park is a public amenity and not for sale to billionaires. please have some respect to its history and the people.

75

Don't let powerful private interests destroy Jersey City's precious urban open space that's good for nature and people alike. Under the leadership of Commissioner Shawn LaTourette, the NJ DEP's very sensible and accommodating plan 
provides 60 acres of free, non-commercial recreational areas for youth, as well as equally important areas where local children can connect with nature and engage in STEM educational programs. Since the proposed North Athletics 
Hub is a stop-gap measure that is unlikely to please anyone, it seems more sensible to keep such structured athletic fields within the 60-acre area designated for these sports. Open and unstructured recreation would be more 
appropriate in a such narrow confine, with a treed promenade and benches overlooking the Morris Canal Basin. 
It was heartening to listen to statements made by elected officials and community members alike, who had waited many hours for their chance to be heard during the Task Force meeting. It was especially heartening that so many of 
those speakers acknowledged Sam Pesin for his decades of tireless work as Liberty State Park's number one advocate. Without his dedication, LSP would have long since been privatized and commercialized with stadiums, concert 
venues, waterparks, racetracks, billionaire marinas, 3-hole golf course extensions and goodness knows what else. Please keep LSP free and green!

76

Liberty State Park is a public treasure and its natural, unbuilt areas a necessity in the urban environment. we do NOT need a stadium or a concert venue or a larger golf course. No, no, no. This is the people's park--not a resource for 
special interests to extract personal value from.

77

Please DO NOT destroy Liberty State Park by allowing a sports and entertainment complex. This is a free park we pay for with our tax dollars and one of the only places left in Jersey City that hasn't destroyed by greedy developers. Leave 
the park open to enjoy and free to all.

78

Please keep greedy billionaires OUT of state parks. We’ve got enough of these destructive lunatics enriching themselves at the expense of NJ citizens. Unless our state government is in the pocket of this billionaire, I would expect all of 
our government representatives at all levels to protect Liberty State Park and keep private interests OUT.
Voters are watching now  

79

I don't support the privatization of our liberty state park or any of our public parts. We need green spaces for our kids and the public in general. We don't need excuses for the rich to make more money while taking over our precious 
natural resources.

80 Let the place be for the people of Hudson County
81 This is not needed or wanted. LSP has so much beauty and history and should remain untouched. Jersey city can’t handle traffic as is and now we want to add more while taking away green space that residents use?

82

I object to the design of Phase 1B.  
Instead of three playing fields that will impact the marina, the two restaurants, the area safety, the traffic, the geese  and the natural ambiance, please find a use such as pickle ball courts or tennis courts.  The smaller area required for 
these will accommodate the marina, marina parking and expansion of Audrey Zapp Drive in the future.
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83 There are so few green spaces in Jersey City - much of it is overcrowded and overeveloped. Please leave this beautiful area for the community to enjoy.

84

I strongly oppose the privatization of Liberty State Park and support the plan put forward by the DEP task force. A sports and entertainment complex would kill the character and beauty of our city. It is shameful to see Jersey City officials 
continue to prioritize the profits of billionaires at the expense of everyday people in our community. Please do the right thing this time.

85 Please do not privatize LSP. JC is already overdeveloped. Please leave one shred of the waterfront as it is.

86

Keep the park free of all commercial uses - and keep the park open and free to all people. Any and all improvements should only be for this goal and for helping wild life. 
My neighbors and I are deeply concerned and opposed to Paul Fireman and Bob Hurley's revived attempts to put a "sports and entertainment complex" and "5000 seat football stadium and 7000 seat commercial concert venue in the 
park" as quoted in the JJ and the JC Times reported that Hurley now wants to increase
active recreation from 60 to 85 acres. Your constituents strongly oppose these developments and thousands of in person and online comments to the DEP's presentation of plans for the park expressed the
same. I hope you speak out in favor of protecting the park and work with your colleagues in Trenton to condemn the development of commercial venues and stadiums at the expense of habitat restoration and actual community 
recreation.

87

As a native Hudson County and NJ resident, the plans to “revitalize” Liberty State Park are completely out of touch with the needs of the surrounding communities and the residents of both the county and state at large. 
These communities need recreational programs and opportunities to immerse with nature and the park, not multi-million dollar pet projects that serve no one else other than wealthy developers and other players.

88

Keep the park free of all commercial uses - and keep the park open and free to all people. Any and all improvements should only be for this goal and for helping wild life. 
My neighbors and I are deeply concerned and opposed to Paul Fireman and Bob Hurley's revived attempts to put a "sports and entertainment complex" and "5000 seat football stadium and 7000 seat commercial concert venue in the 
park" as quoted in the JJ and the JC Times reported that Hurley now wants to increase active recreation from 60 to 85 acres. Your constituents strongly oppose these developments and thousands of in person and online comments to 
the DEP's presentation of plans for the park expressed the same. I hope you speak out in favor of protecting the park and work with your colleagues in Trenton to condemn the development of commercial venues and stadiums at the 
expense of habitat restoration and actual community recreation.

89

Keep the park free of all commercial uses - and keep the park open and free to all people. Any and all improvements should only be for this goal and for helping wild life. 
My neighbors and I are deeply concerned and opposed to Paul Fireman and Bob Hurley's revived attempts to put a "sports and entertainment complex" and "5000 seat football stadium and 7000 seat commercial concert venue in the 
park" as quoted in the JJ and the JC Times reported that Hurley now wants to increase
active recreation from 60 to 85 acres. Your constituents strongly oppose these developments and thousands of in person and online comments to the DEP's presentation of plans for the park expressed the
same. I hope you speak out in favor of protecting the park and work with your colleagues in Trenton to condemn the development of commercial venues and stadiums at the expense of habitat restoration and actual community 
recreation.

90 The destruction of liberty state park is ridiculous. One of the best parks in NJ to turn into an entertainment complex??? Awful.

91 I am against Paul Fireman’s proposal to develop Liberty State Park into a sports and entertainment complex as well as any development/alteration to the existing Caven Point 21 acre peninsula Migratory Bird Habitat and Nesting Area.

92

As the former Superintendent of Liberty State Park few people would know better than I that this park must stay open and free forever. I have witnessed millions of people enjoy this park from every country imaginable. It not only 
represents the State of New Jersey, but the entire USA. In the most densely populated state, it provides open space for humanity to restore itself. 
No one person should ever be given the authority to determine the use of this land. If that ever did happen it would be no different than allowing our country to be ruled by a dictator. Restore the interior for trails and wildlife habitats, 
restore and preserve the train sheds, and restaff the park. 
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93

I am a lifelong resident of northern New Jersey and a three year resident of Jersey City - I can remember visiting Liberty State Park in conjunction all the way back to my childhood trips to the Science Center. I've been following the DEP 
revitalization plans for years now, and have attended multiple public comment sessions including the meeting of the planning task force on March 2nd.  
The park as it exists is an enormous achievement - and it holds enormous potential for the current users of the park and the generations to come. I oppose in in the strongest possible terms the use of Liberty Park in ways that would lead 
to commercialization - this includes the construction of any permanent built structures that could be used for paid sporting events or concerts¹. The first priority of the DEP should be to ensure that the shoreline, wetlands and landfill are 
managed responsibly to ensure future use and protection from storms and tidal events. The second should be stewarding the available land for the best interests of the public now and in the future. And lastly should be making the land 
available best suited to serving the needs of the public with space and amenities² befitting an urban environment within the second largest city in the state of New Jersey. 
So far I have found the the plans proposed by the DEP to be in line with these priorities - and support the continued efforts of the DEP to engage the public in the pursuit of bringing these plans to fruition. 
¹ The current plans do include renders of a possible amphitheater configurations, which I support the pursuit of. Whether a public serving theater / stadium could ever exist in the park I have genuine uncertainty, but as a reference point 
for the Task Force, the NYC Delacorte theater was created *after* many years of successful staging of the Shakespeare festival and Shakespeare in the park on _temporary staging_ erected by the primordial Public Theater. There is no 
non-commercial group, non-profit NGO or otherwise that has demonstrated the need for such a space. 
² Before Jersey City looks to DEP for construction of built sporting facilities they need to finish exhausting the resources they have - the Charlie Heger Ice Rink, the large untapped resources of Lincoln Park, including the poor land use of 
the Skyway Golf Course, the yet developed land adjacent to Droyer's Point (where the city demolished their existing stadium) and more. The DEP cannot bend to interests who proclaim that only Liberty Park can meet these needs as a 
backdoor towards funding these needs through revenue producing facilities. 
Post Scriptum - It is a shame that Liberty Park as it exists is not better connected to the city, and that as much of the area at its perimeter is taken up by surface parking lots as exists today. Though it is too late to route the HBLR closer to 
the park entrance, I encourage the DEP and Jersey City Council to explore any and all possible ways to encourage easier public access to the park interior including moving bike-share docks into the park interior, better routing bike paths 
from the exterior of the park to the interior, or even the creation of additional shuttles or other non-single occupancy vehicular transit from either HBLR or the city core to the park interior.

94

Please do not do anything to change the beautiful, natural Liberty State Park. 
There are enough golf courses & stadiums. 
This park is treasured by so many people who live in the area and people who come from other areas to enjoy, picnic, bike ride, look at the views.

95 Leave Liberty State Park alone.We need wild green areas not golf courses

96

Jersey City is changing rapidly, and not always for the best. We want more open spaces like Liberty state Park for our children to play and for us to have an undeveloped section of nature in Jersey City. We have already felt gentrification 
from all angles, most projects neglecting anyone who doesn't fit the tax bracket and forcing long time residents to relocate further away from their homes. We don't want another culture less, soul less project killing the last remenants of 
the history of the city.

97 A sports stadium in a historic park? Absolutely disgusting. There should be talks on cleaning it up and planting native plants to encourage wildlife migrations, not how we can ruin our habitat with a sports complex.

98

Please don't destroy what's left of Jersey City's green space. Why are you all removing one of the few places where we can enjoy our day without needing to spend money. Golf courses are a terrible waste of green space and water. A 
venue can be anywhere, why are you trying to build it in a park?

99

I truly wish this commission and government will listen to the people in thr community and say NO to the sports a d entertainment complex at Liberty State Park. I cannot believe how many times this has come up about privatizing or 
leasing this national treasure for profit. Leave the park alone and keep it for the people to enjoy passively! A project like this is going to become a burden to the taxpayers - via tax breaks, flooding, increased impervious pavement, i 
creasdd urban heat ifland effect creating poorer air quality, less groundwater filtration, etc. There should be wetland motivation projects and more planted space allowing for passive recreation in this park.

100

Please NO commercial sports or entertainment venues. This part of the state has so little open space or nature left. This is the only access to nature for so many children in this area and the benefits are immeasurable. (For adults too!) 
There are other places sports and recreation centers can be built. There are no other places with the wild beauty of LSP once it’s gone. Please do not give in to the pressure from developers and their AstroTurf campaigns. Their (short-
term, self-interested, profit-driven) ideas are so transparent AND outdated! It’s the 21st century! We can do so much better.

101

I strongly support the preservation of the Caven Point area as is without further development. 
It a little piece of wild nature left to us.

102

I am writing to express my opposition to the construction of any commercial venues in Liberty State Park. I am also against the sale, lease or any other arrangement that would result in any part of the park not being freely open to all 
members of the public. Specifically, Caven Point is a critical part of Liberty State Park and no part of it should be sold, leased or assigned for any use other than maintaining its current status as a free and open portion of Liberty State 
Park.
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103

It's incredibly important that Liberty State Park stay a free, inviting, accessible place for all who want to spend time in the outdoors. In an age of environmental degradation and decreasing green spaces, Liberty State Park is more 
important than ever for the physical and mental welfare of local New Jersey residents of all socioeconomic status. More green space with a robust flood resiliency plan that includes wetlands, open space, and miles of 
walking/running/cycling paths is crucial to achieving this vision. For these reasons, I am asking you to reject Paul Fireman's commercial venues plans and instead pursue a vision of Liberty State Park as a free, nature-forward green 
space that will contribute to the health and longevity of New Jersey residents.

104 I am NOT in favor of a sports and recreation complex at Liberty State Park. Additions to the park should focus on open space, passive recreation, and natural conservation/restoration.

105

REVITALIZING LIBERTY STATE PARK FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS
As a Jersey City parent, I feel deeply fortunate that my two young children have access to one of the best natural resources in the country – Liberty State Park.
I want to make sure future generations get to do so as well.
I strongly support the Liberty State Park revitalization plan which would safeguard our environment, upgrade park infrastructure, increase recreational opportunities, and boost quality of life. 
I commend the DEP’s plans to open up and revitalize more areas of the park. It is critical that the revitalization plan preserves the park for our densely populated area and state residents, rather than catering to those who want to profit 
from it. 
The Liberty State Park revitalization plan is a chance to ensure that this historically significant site has a strong future, including initiatives that will clean up pollution and complete ecological restoration. We are obligated to do 
everything possible to safeguard our planet, protect biodiversity, and increase quality of life for all. 
The plan also seeks to grow the park’s offerings, from new trails and multi-purpose athletic fields, to educational programs and cultural events.
New and improved amenities such as playgrounds, pathways, public areas, picnic tables, restrooms, and signage will make visiting our beloved Liberty State Park an even greater experience for the millions of folks who do so each and 
every year. 
Having been created in direct partnership with our residents, this transformative project and process continues to be community-centric, all the way through. 
I am optimistic that this collaborative and environmentally-conscious approach will serve as a model for how we continue to improve our cities and our world.
I am also grateful for the work of community members and activists who have fought so hard for decades to ensure that Liberty State Park remains an oasis for all residents of Jersey City, the Eighth Congressional District and our State.
I look forward to spending countless weekends with my family and neighbors at the revitalized Liberty State Park and know it will continue to serve our communities well for generations to come.
Rob Menendez, Member of Congress

106 I’m leaving a comment that as a resident of Jersey City, I oppose the building of the stadium and any efforts to decrease the size of Liberty State Park. This park is part of our community and we need more green spaces not less.
107 Protect the Park

108

I strongly oppose the proposed changes to liberty state park!  Why would we take away much needed green space from an urban area to add more things that already exist nearby?  We don’t need a concert venue or a football stadium - 
we uhave that less than 10 miles away in the meadowlands!  Please say no to the proposal and leave the park the way it is

109 Please leave this public resource and NJ gem alone! Talk about trying to create a "need" where one doesn't exist! Leave LSP alone.
110 I strongly oppose the proposed changes to liberty state park!  The park should be left as it is - and not turned into a playground for the rich.

111

NO to the Liberty Park destroying  Sports and Entertainment Complex plan!!!!
Please do not commercialize our park!

112

no sports stadium; no concert venues; sports should be maintained at local level; preserve green, open space that can be used at any time by any person, free; need internal electric bus system running in a loop
need accessibility via public transportation; no restaurants

113

Please DO NOT let this billionaire RUIN our park! We don't need ANYTHING he's proposing--he wants to DESTROY one of the jewels of Jersey City, New Jersey, and indeed the USA. This is the most self-serving proposal EVER. It will cause 
untold ecological damage and for what? So a billionaire can get even RICHER? It's INSANE!
NOBODY in Jersey City wants this guy to push this through, but we are all worried that our elected representatives will be convinced by his money. PLEASE don't do it! PLEASE stand up to this horrible person and his horrible plans to 
DESTROY Liberty State Park!

114

I am supportive of the DEP’s plan to revitalize Liberty State Park.   Jersey City has developed significantly in a positive way over the past 25+ years.  But, one area that we should be cautious to not overdevelop is Liberty State Park.  We 
should keep that area pristine.  There are not many open spaces like that left, and once they are gone, they are gone forever.   There is no need for large permanent commercial structures such as sports stadiums and concert halls there.  
If there is a need to ever have concerts there, it can be readily achieved on a temporary basis, as was done with the All Points West outdoor festival years ago.     Thank you.
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115

Say NO to the sports and entertainment project plan Paul Fireman keeps pushing through his various proxies.  The only thing the park needs is further environmental remediation and some light trails afterward for access to nature by the 
general population.  Commercialization of the area would ruin it.

116

Liberty State Park is a treasure to the Hudson County, NJ and to the NYC area.  Adding track fields and baseball fields would take away so much value from the local and regional community.   Liberty State Park is beautiful. There is so 
much development already happening in Jersey City, NJ in 2024. While development can be good for the community, it’s also important to ensure that there is not over-development.  It’s important to protect some aspects of Jersey City, 
NJ and the area as they are today.  
Liberty State Park is a treasure and should be protected against sports fields (including baseball fields) and recreational facilities (including spaces for track and field).  If the goal of the recreational facilities is to provide the young 
people and young adults with more opportunity for sports and recreation, that is less of a pressing issue than the Jersey City public schools themselves. First, let’s work on improving the conditions of the Jersey City public schools where 
public school students spend a majority amount of their school time.  Discussions around new baseball fields and new track and field spaces should only be brought up once the schools themselves meet certain thresholds for safety 
and for learning.

117 I support plans to revitalize Liberty State Park to keep it an inclusive public space for all. Private development aimed at commercialization has no place in our public parks.

118

I am adamantly opposed to any and all aspects of the plan for Liberty State Park as proposed by People's Park Foundation, and any other entities controlled by Paul Fireman. Any ceding of public parklands for private development is 
antithetical to the goals of any reputable preservation group. I believe that the proposal brought forth by the DEP is balanced and serves both the human and wildlife needs of this unique swath of land, and I would like that plan followed 
through without any interference from Fireman and his astroturf groups.

119 Liberty State Park must be kept public. I support the DEP's revitalization plan along with the Friends of Liberty State Park. I also oppose all plans for private commercialization proposed by the People's Park Foundation.

120

LSP planning should focus on open green space, nature and conservation, and free active and passive recreation. We don’t need a commercial sports and entertainment complex that will create a traffic nightmare in downtown Jersey 
City. Instead, in the face of climate change, we need to preserve wetlands and natural areas to absorb storm surges and flooding.

121 NJDEP please do not support the proposed Sports and Entertainment Complex plan.

122

I am a regular user of the park. I see quite a number of people at the park on a daily basis.  The park does need some improvements, preferably outdoor exercise machines that the public can use.  I feel Dan Fireman’s plan would ruin the 
community feel of the park.

123

If the state allows private-profit-making interests to destroy this iconic natural resource within rowing distance of the Statue of Liberty—from which it takes its name—by replacing the DEP’s science-based interior habitats, flood-
resilient wetlands, open space and miles of natural walks with private-profit-making stadiums for paid-admission sports and deafening entertainment venues, New Jersey will once again live up to its unfortunate reputation for political 
corruption. It will be justifiably ridiculed for political low-life, for a stupidly—and tragically— wrong and ultimately harmful choice. 
What is needed in this invaluable iconic space is our own Central Park, our brilliant, life-affirming defense against global warming.

124

Liberty State Park is the backyard for the people of Hudson County, New Jersey, and beyond. To privatize or use the beautiful land for any other purpose than public recreation, would be a tragedy. Our family has utilized LSP for years. We 
walk the trails, we picnic, ride our bikes and spend time in the beautiful surroundings as a family. Most families in Hudson County do not have a back yard and to lose this park to developers would be a disgrace. I will vote against any 
politician who supports privatization and development of any kind of LSP.

125

Regarding active recreation along the Zapp corridor, is the are between the canal and the road really wide enough, and safe enough, to sandwich in recreation areas? Having some open space there is a luxury. 
More recreation facilities in local neighborhoods seems like a better solution to me.
As an aside, the restaurants appear to have encroached on public park land…did they do this on their own or was a deal made?

126

The building of this giant stadium/relocation of golf holes is antithetical to the whole point of having a Park. It’s green space; we need all the grass, trees, open air we can get. We are SO lucky to have this huge park here in our city. It’s 
one of the main selling points of living here. It provides vital access to nature, escape from the constant concrete buzz and hum of city life. It is of great import to the mental and physical health of so many JC residents.
There are already stadiums in close vicinity for sporting events, etc. Fireman’s plan is insanely unpopular with nearly everyone I’ve talked to. Leave the park alone, and let these millionaires do their project somewhere that doesn’t 
destroy, close for construction, clog with traffic, or monetize our beloved LSP.

127

Hi - resident of downtown jersey city and frequent liberty state park visitor - I am for the states plan and attended the meeting a few weeks ago - very impressed with they states proposal and please keep residents and voters in mind - we 
don’t want mass commercialization .  Thank you for your hard work on Project - this is so critical to residents like me

128 As a Hudson County resident I strongly oppose making the park or parts of it privately run.
129 I want the park to remain a park. It should be open to the public. There should not be any commercialization or privatization of the land. Do not take any portion of the land, big or small, away from the park.
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130

The most important thing is that the DEP continue to reject the proposed sports and entertainment complex by Peoples Park Foundation /  Paul Fireman which the DEP has so far rejected - their push for a7000 seat commercial concert 
venue and 5000 seat football stadium is not acceptable for so MANY reasons ... we DO NOT WANT THAT DEVELOPMENT AND COMMERCIALIZATION IN LSP PLEASE ! 
Additionally, we want that natural habitats area that has evolved over 20 years, not only a beautiful treasute but a planned / needed flood resiliency strategy for Jersey City ...

131

After reviewing Phase 1B plans for Liberty State Park, I can say I am excited to see recreational spaces available for everyone to participate in. In addition, I also look forward to a shuttle service that can increase accessibility between 
different locations within the park for those who do not rely on personal vehicles for transportation. 
In this Phase 1B I would like to see consideration and implementation of ethical and environmentally friendly materials for these recreational spaces. Most importantly, not using turf or similar synthetic materials for football, soccer, 
and baseball spaces. Long know to cause adverse health effects as well as infamous for being present in predominately black neighborhoods, turf and similar synthetic materials must be prohibited for use in Liberty State Parks 
Revitalization. As a born and raised Jersey City resident I would like to live in a place where a standard is set in how the health of the community trumps profit, ease, and all-around shortcuts when it comes to development.
Regarding transportation, for people who need additional accessibility needs, I would like to see the shuttle service be a reliable method of transportation within the park. This would mean that if a family or even an individual wants to 
see all that the park has to offer they can easily park in one of the parking lots for as long as needed and then rely on the shuttle service for interior transportation. I also look forward to the parks development of this interior shuttle 
service as a means to reduce the need for cars in the park. If the parks revitalization increases daily park attendance the chance for traffic issues could also increase. However, an adequate shuttle service could overall avoid this traffic 
issue and ensure that families and individuals feel secure and safe as pedestrians.
Overall, I would like to see Liberty State Park remain a beacon of peace and serenity in Jersey City. Hearing of a potential football stadium and concert venue has made me concerned that this initial Phase 1B development plan is not an 
end to the parks development but a stepping stone into a much more devastating future of this park that I already love and adore so much. As any other person, I enjoy concerts and stadiums and as a consumer of this activity I am also 
keenly aware of how development of such structures can destroy many facets of the communities that host them.  

131 pt2

A 5000 seat football stadium and a 7000 seat commercial concert venue would have no place in Liberty State Park. The environmental disruption of the habitat that has been preciously cared for, the possible noise and environmental 
pollution for the communities around the park (which are predominantly black), the obvious need for parking to accommodate these huge facilities, and the price to access the events held at these venues. None of these things have the 
community in mind. The “community” that is so frequently mentioned in the promotion of this revitalization plan will most likely be negatively impacted by the addition of these two venues in Liberty State Park. 
If there is one thing I truly would like to have prohibited is the use of concrete which will most likely be needed in excess to produce construction of the venues. Jersey City, especially the site of the park is heavily at risk for flooding. There 
is no doubt now and science has proven that we are greatly at risk for catastrophic flooding events. The pure simplicity of it is that concrete will be the nail in the coffin for this area. Concrete is known to increase flooding in places prone 
to it. Keeping the park as a strictly green space is the only way forward to prevent flooding. To spend millions of taxpayer dollars for venues that may not even make it for the next 20 years and may require even more tax dollars to remedy 
is insulting to all who live here. 
I strongly support that flood prevention and nature preservation take the lead when it comes to developing the park. I am not scientist, preservationist, activist. I am just a citizen who frequents the park even as it stands today. I couldn’t 
ask for a better park. I would’ve never asked for a better park. Seeing the plans for Phase 1B has opened my eyes. And I can see that the eyes of others, who have extreme and dangerous plans, like Paul Fireman and his surrogates, have 
opened too. However, I strongly encourage that the eyes of those deciding the future of the park open to possibility of keeping the park safe, peaceful, unencumbered by greed and instead remain a beacon of nature and preservation for 
all future generations to enjoy.  

132 Do not turn this public resource into a sports complex.  Please approve the DEP plans and not those funded by Paul Fireman(or whatever his name is).  .

133

As a long-time resident of Jersey City, Liberty State Park represents a break from the concrete jungle and a place to breathe ocean air and feel grass undrr my feet. Any development that brings crowds, noise, and reduces the green 
space as well as limit access to the park is a threat to it's sanctity as a free and open space for the public to enjoy. Therefore, I oppose any and all development plans for the park. I will attend protests and I will only vote for anti-
establishment politicians that vow to protect the park from Paul Fireman, Chris Christie and others who seek to monetize and privatize any parts of the park. No development. 

There are plenty of dilapidated industrial areas and neglected buildings that should torn down to be used for Arts and Culture projects.

134

Liberty State Park provides a vital green space with close proximity to Jersey City and Hoboken. Once developed the area will lose an irreplaceable natural environment, resilience from flooding in parts of Jersey City and Hoboken, and a 
vital greenspace without any comparable space within proximity to the surrounding urban areas. It should not be developed in any way, and the current push by private developers should be rejected.
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135

Please do not develop LibertyState Park 
I live right by LSP and it is a refuge from the overdevelopment and traffic jammed Jersey City with very poor infrastructure and zero parking anywhere.  We don’t need a sports complex we need a refuge and nature and a place to educate 
children about preservation.  No one wants a golf course except a few old white men and an amphitheater it serves no one except the few people who will profit from it while the General population will be shut out from enjoying the park 
and its natural beauty. 
Please nature is what we need to preserve to understand climate change and protection of what’s left of our natural resources

136 As a Hudson County resident, I am vehemently opposed to Paul Fireman's Sports and Entertainment complex. Keep Liberty State Park commerce free and dedicated for public use.

137

I am a resident of Jersey City having arrived just before 911 occurred. On that day, I was taking my morning walk in Liberty State Park as the attack occurred and stayed to help emergency responders.  The experience of national and 
personal disaster, viewed with many Jersey City neighbors from the LSP shore will be with me for life, as if it occurred just yesterday.  Fortunately, my time at LSP is also filled with thrilling sightings of all manner of birds––the park is on 
the migratory flyway from South America!—some of the early sightings of seals in the harbor and, the most charming: Fourth of July fireworks where it is possible to appreciate the great ethnic, racial, cultural diversity in our city.  It is a 
fantastic amenity for residents of New Jersey and most especially, those of Jersey City. For a crowded urban environment, we really don’t have much variety in the open space available to us--young and old. 
I am writing to support your fine work on revitalizing the park with its thoughtful mix of active sports areas and also generous accommodation for passive enjoyments, such as I note above.  The park is where we can see our diverse 
community, which serves a vital civic need, and it does double duty as a place for enjoyment of nature and family. For many, it is also a sanctuary for more private reflection and calm. 
I am also writing to register my opposition to the petition for commercial accommodation of a sports stadium and arena. No! Though the State is planning for lots of public acreage, the plans for commercializing a large area for high 
volume traffic, professional entertainments, and commercial interests will not be an experience of addition for those who use/need the park, such as more options and more fun. The commercial arena and stadium will be an experience 
of subtraction that will degrade the more intimate community experience found in the park and which has always been provided. Ambitious commercialization plans for a mass audience is incongruent with the civic purpose of the park. 
Yes, the park is home to a restaurant, a marina, music events, races, and large organized community events. None of these diminish the experience of the park for its users. Rather, these scaled amenities and events highlight the grand 
vistas, open fields, and beauty of Liberty State Park. To me, the new petition for large building projects and parking lots to accommodate mass entertainment is out of scale and out of character with the park. And let’s acknowledge that 
they could be accommodated anywhere that has an off-ramp from a highway. 
Thank you for considering my appeal and for the public option to be heard. 

138

I oppose Paul Fireman's proposition of an entertainment complex (and any and all efforts to privatize and privately profit from our community's state park). I live in this neighborhood and cannot imagine how much more traffic and noise 
pollution these proposals would bring to the area. I want Liberty State Park to remain and expand on its role as a haven for nature and recreation for residents of Jersey City and New Jersey.

139

Please keep all commercial development out of Liberty State Park. No leases or public-private partnerships. Keep Liberty State Park a natural area and a place for recreation, not another opportunity for wealthy developers to line their 
pockets at the expense of the public good. Thank you!

140

Please keep the park open for nature and people to walk and sit and breath without commercialization. In Japan they use portapotties that are clean.  The most valuable  asset is our free spaces near the water.  This is more valuable than 
any monetary gain.

141

Thank you for allowing comments on the future of LSP.  I am  in favor with most of the current DEP plans for the future beauty of LSP.  As an avid park user , from walking and biking for my health while enjoying the beauty of the park, there 
are a few upgrades I think would benefit all users .  First would be some more family friendly concession food options . The restaurants near the marina are to overpriced , plus not really menu friendly for a family of 4 with small children 
to enjoy.  2nd addition I would like to see is a   Covered stage  for concerts that also has permanent electricity with lighting . The current Sunday summer concert series has a same day uncovered stage setup  with gas powered 
generators for power. A covered stage could also lead to more concerts of various music genre’s along with possible theatrical performances .  One thing the park DOES NOT need is large scale stadiums , this will lead to traffic jams in 
and around the park , and would destroy the peace and tranquility families and individuals seek when enjoying the park . If I want to enjoy traffic jams and staring at concrete and metal buildings all I have to do is exit the park from jersey 
Ave and there it is for all to see .

142

We need a park, as in GREEN SPACE, not more sports facilities or stadiums or paved areas. A space with lush trees, lakes, meadows, so our eyes can look at something other than buildings all the time. Brooklyn doesnt have to fight to 
not pave prospect park, Manhattan doesnt have to keep explaining why central park needs trees. Why do we have to keep attending meeting after meeting after meeting to protect our green spaces in Jersey City? I'm sick of having to 
write these comments and I'm sick of having to attend these meetings. The environmental center, caven point, Lincoln Park West nature trail - these are the only little slices of nature that Jersey City has. I am an avid bird watcher and I 
would love more Meadows grasslands ponds trees to see more wildlife to have a respite for us to enjoy.  If we don't give people nature to enjoy, how will they ever learn to protect and cherish nature??   We have treated the meadowlands 
and natural areas around us like its a dumping ground for sports facilities, giant warehouses, golfcourses, or literal landfills instead of the important environmental spaces they are. Enough is enough. Keep the park GREEN.

143

Liberty State Park is the largest publically accessible green space and recreational area that is easily accessible by residents of Jersey City and surrounding areas. It is so important to ensure that all of the park remain public and that any 
revitalization plan is in the best interest of the community at large and not of those of private entities or the business interests of individuals.

144 Please do not destroy any part of livery state park for this proposed complex. This in no way will bring anything to New Jersey or its citizens. It will enrich a few while stealing from the many.
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145

I support a plan that promotes public open space, natural habitats, and free active recreation in Liberty State Park. I do not want to see large commercial enterprises like sports stadiums and concert venues which will increase vehicle 
traffic, divert public money to private profits, and exclude neighborhood residents.

146

Spending time in nature is the greatest inspiration and blessing that we have in this world, and the people of Jersey City have a paradise in the current Liberty State Park, where we can enjoy the grass and trees, kayaking and sailing on 
the water, and walking, running, and bicycling through a revitalized forest with the best view of New York in the world.
If we want this park to exist for our grandchildren, then we must protect it and maintain it as the special place that it is. Plans to develop and "enhance," this beautiful park are misguided at best, and corrupt and destructive at worst. 
Instead of a beautiful meadow, we will be left with decaying infrastructure once it has outlived it's usefulness and the nature will be gone. Peaceful park goers will be replaced with crowds from the city clogging up JC infrastructure. 
Not only that, but developing this land is a slippery slope - look at the areas around other NY / NJ area sporting complexes. There is no way for major league sporting stadiums and the other development plans for the park to co-exist with 
nature. Build a stadium, and you can be guaranteed the rest of the park will be poured over with concrete.  
Imagine what Central Park would be like if Citi Field (a great place to watch a game) had been built in the middle? When would the development stop? (A: Never). We will lose much more than we gain if these plans are allowed to 
proceed. 
I humbly ask you to stop all plans for unsustainable destruction and privatization of the park. It is the most valuable free land in New Jersey for a reason, and we should keep it free and for use by the public, not for private enterprise.

147

We don't need more private spaces in Jersey City we need more well planned parks and open mixed use spaces. The population is growing fast and will be for a while. We need to make sure the existing and future residents have plenty of 
places to be outside of where they live and that they don't have to spend money just to use those spaces.

148 Liberty State Park does NOT need a concert venue, it does NOT need a football stadium, and it most certainly does NOT need a golf course. Paul Fireman's greed can go elsewhere.

149

Liberty State Park a is a natural oasis in urban metropolitan area. It is a treasure that should not be privatized and destroyed for the sake of short term profits. A studium is greate but a natural environment is better for the community at 
large.
I am support of 60 arce of reaction use ( fields, track, and other report facaility ), but no more. Keep Liberty State Park just that... a park.
I also support the creation of an aquatic center with an Olympic sized pool. This metropolitan area in general is lacking water sport facilities and this would be valuable to the community and NJ.

150

Liberty State Park should not be changed to benefit a golf course or other commercial developments. The park is consistently well used as a park. There are plenty of stadiums and concert venues including the MetLife Stadium complex. 
Green space is important here.

151

LSP should remain a free to the public open space park that is focused on providing a natural habitat for birds and animals alike while providing a multitude of paths and activity areas for park-goers. Building any variation of a Fireman’s 
Sports and Entertainment Complex would destroy this beautiful park for all to enjoy. I’ve run in LSP almost every morning with my dog, sled and built snowmen with my toddler when it snows, and am continually amazed at the natural 
beauty so close to JC and NYC. Building any type of fee admission complex within LSP would destroy its natural beauty, harm the wildlife, strain the fragile infrastructure (roads, water runoff, etc.) and cause irreversible damage to a 
beautiful state park.

152

Do not develop this project. Once the land is developed on, there would be no way to return it to its natural state - ever. Leave this land for people in the future who may truly need it for a legitimate purpose. The proposed development 
would only benefit a few individuals, and only financially. There are other places in the city that this proposed development could be built on which are already paved. Please

153 Please don’t develop the park or Caven Point! It’s a treasure for Hudson County. I support the efforts of the Friends of Liberty State Park to preserve the park for future generations.

154

Please keep development of Liberty State Park to a minimum. We have so little green space in this city. I would hope we could use something like NYC Central Park as a model. We don't need stadiums, or event spaces. We need quiet 
places to walk, observe nature, and relax. The park doesn't need to be "revitalized", it needs to be left alone so the trees can grow, and our kids will have a place to play and relax with their kids in nature.

155

Thank you for the meeting on March 2.  This is my second comment and it helped crystallize my thoughts on the revitalization plan.  Both the updated review of the plan and the public comments were very helpful.  I am a member of the 
marina for the past 20 years and also a user of many of the other areas of the park.  While  my comments primarily concern the LSP-North I do support I support the overall DEP plan and urge that the park remain as open and natural as 
possible.  Given my primary use of the park is a boater. I do realize that the facilities I use are a form of development on the edge of the park that while open to the public is fee based.   I many ways the marina in addition to providing 
resources for recreational boating it also contributes to the openness of the park.   The walk along the docks is used everyday for walkers/runners/bikers/commuters.  It provides a real connection to the Morris Canal and going east to 
the river itself.  So here are my specific comments on the Phase 1B.   
1) Please retain/enhance the pathway directly between the docks and parking lot.
2) Marina parking as has been stated is critical to the recreational boating facility- without it you really can't have a functioning marina.
3) Ball Fields.  While open the land in the strip between Audry Zapp and the parking lot and access roads is open it is not really is large enought to support multiple fields along with all the support needed.  Additonal parking access,  
fencing lighting etc.  However this doesn't proclude the creation of a running track and to complement the track other more compatible uses small format of the space.   
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155 cont'd

Its important to keep the area open not wall it off from the waterfront and other areas of the park.  In addition on many days during the week and certainly on weekends the congestion on Audrey Zapp is signficant.  This will get 
compounded by the development of the rail station.  Lastly the geese population will need to dealt with for any of the development options.  
I know it may not be apples to apples however in San Francisco the Marina Green Park area maybe a good example of how to integrate an area for recreational boating/fitness and complement the nearby restored parkland in the 
Presidio.    BTW they just agreed to keeping areas of the waterfront open balancing the needs of existing recreational boating and direct access to the shoreline.  An open area much like the north/eastern side of the park along the canal.

156 Please do not destroy this beautiful piece of land that is invaluable to the state to privatize it and destroy one of the very few refuges of nature this community has left.
157 I would like there to be more tree cover and vegetation in Liberty State Park over/around the walking paths. In the summer it can be really unpleasant to walk around without any respite from the sun.

158

I want to remind the State how important completing and restoring the Empty Sky Memorial, an important New Jersey cultural and historical monument, is. My hope is that the Empty Sky Memorial can be completed and restored before 
2026 which will be the 25th anniversary of 9/11, the 50th anniversary of Liberty State Park, and when the World Cup will hit New Jersey.
- Integrate a tribute to recognize NJ’s 9/11 responders, recovery workers, and survivors and recognize NJ’s 9/11 continued sacrifice with dignity and respect. (This tribute would be integrated into an area of reflection in the northern 
portion of the site that was an area proposed in the memorial’s original design yet was not built).
- Restore 65 autumn-flowering memorial trees in the memorial landscape
- Restore the uplighting at base of memorial walls to honor the victims’ names at night with dignity and respect. These lights remain broken and need to be restored to the original candle-light glow radiance.
- Modernize and make accessible (language) the outdated technology of the digital directories in order to locate a name on the memorial walls.
- Include an educational component explaining the meaning of 9/11 from New Jersey’s perspective

159

The proposed plans to build stadiums and fields on Liberty State Park will destroy Jersey City's ability to withstand storms and hurricanes. We need to keep this crucial green space as it is, instead of paving over it. Don't sell away our 
future!

160 Do not allow private interests to take precedence. LSP is not for sale.

161

Keep LSP green and as-is. Do not destroy it. It already is a recreation area. There is absolutely no need for this "development" other than as a shameful handout. Please make some attempt to resist selling public goods to private 
interests.

162

We love LSP as a local space for relaxing and recreation, and for its natural habitats and wildlife. Quite frankly, I'm tired of the constant efforts required to fight back against a billionaire and his thinly disguised cohorts attempts to cram 
another golf course in town, and built a stadium that would ruin the area. They're welcome to do it over on 440. I'm somewhat shocked a state park requires this much debate to keep private interests out.

163

I’m writing to oppose the sports and entertainment complex. LSC needs to be protected for its natural beauty and preserved for the public. I am opposed to any attempt to commercialize and make money off of a public space. 
Especially when there is zero proof that the surrounding area will benefit at all from the theft of public land. One wealthy man’s ambition does not override the loss that the public will face. Furthermore, as a resident of the Lafayette 
neighborhood I can speak first hand that the infrastructure of the surrounding neighborhood is not good enough to support any additional events at the park.

164 Liberty State Park does not need some big private sports complex. It should be maintained primarily as a public green space.

165

I strongly oppose the development of LSP. This area is a refuge to unique and beautiful forms of wildlife and, it provides tremendous value to all who enjoy the space. Find another, less vital, location for your useless development.  
SAVE THE PARK, SAVE THE PLANET. WE HAVE ONE EARTH. GREENSPACE IS ESSENTIAL TO A WELL BALANCED SOCIETY.

166

Leave LSP alone! Please do not put a concert venue or golf course or anything else private in it. Its home for many birds and I enjoy the nature as is. Do not allow Paul Fireman to do s**@ with the park. It doesnt need revitalization just 
better care.

167

The proposed plan appears to maintain existing natural habitats in the interiors of the park and most importantly does not appear to threaten Caven Point, which I believe should be preserved in its current natural state. Isolating active 
uses to the north portion of the park, which is currently under utilized as inefficient parking and not useful lawns makes sense. I would love to see a roller hockey court included. And the redevelopment of the train shed is long overdue 
and sorely needed. As long as Caven Point is protected and the park is not turned over for private developers to build 1000+ seat entertainment complexes I am in favor of the plan.
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I fully SUPPORT the LSP vision for urban open space, nature and the planned 60 acres of free active recreation.
I am completely OPPOSED to Fireman's commercial venues plans.
This New Jersey State Park exists in an already densely populated, congested urban area where free access to nature and recreational space is already very limited.  We must not let this much needed and beneficial for all land be taken 
over by commercial interest which benefit a only a few while negatively impacting many.
Liberty State Park is a treasure that NJ can be proud of.
As I ran through LSP last weekend and inhaled fumes from cars while hearing their loud car engineers rather bird song and other sounds of nature, I was given a glimpse of what would become of LSP under Fireman's plan and was greatly 
saddened. 
Let's not let the greed of one man (and his buddies) ruin this true treasure for the people of New Jersey!!!

169

Please protect Liberty State Park!!! 
LSP is the crown jewel of New Jersey. It is a place where people from all backgrounds come together to enjoy nature, the views, and celebrate special occasions with picnics. LSP is a necessary environment for countless birds and 
wildlife who depend on this land. It is one of the best places to run. And, as the threats of climate change loom large, it is a necessary component to ensuring Jersey City’s resilience in this uncertain future. 
A Sports and Entertainment Complex has NO PLACE in this public and natural space. In addition to handing this priceless public land over to private interests, this proposal threatens to destroy all that we love about LSP’s natural 
environment. It will destroy the environment, disrupt the quiet use of this space, and make it impossible to gather in the park. In addition, it will bring countless cars to our infrastructure that is in no way equipped to handle this traffic — 
as well evidenced by the crippling traffic that shuts down my neighborhood, Bergen-Lafayette, every Independence Day weekend or any time there is an event in LSP. 
While this proposal is heralded as an economic incentive, it promises just the opposite: study after study confirm that sports complexes do not boost the local economy, they do very much the opposite - they harm small businesses 
while aggrandizing the wealthy who own them. 
PLEASE PROTECT LIBERTY STATE PARK and ensure that it remains free for PUBLIC USE and the wildlife who depend on it for generations to come. My daughter has grown up celebrating her birthdays in Liberty State Park - we need to do 
all that we can to protect LSP and its vital role in our ecosystem so that she can continue to enjoy it for decades to come. - A concerned resident of Bergen Lafayette,

170 Please keep LSP a public green space accessible to all and not a closed-off playground for private interests.
171 I am against this development.

172

Signing to keep liberty state park the natural oasis it should be. 
No sports complexes or concert venues or parking lots.

173

Please keep Libert State Park as free open space for all who come here to enjoy the unbuild nature surrounding them. 
Please increase recreation activities that take little space. For example basketball.

174

LSP is a state park, not an amusement park!!
I keep hearing references to making LSP similar to Central Park.  I lived in Manhattan for many years before moving to Jersey City.  Everyone loves Central Park because it is an oasis of green in a concrete jungle.  There are mostly green 
spaces with just enough amenities that do not overshadow the beauty of the park.  I have been disturbed by all of the plans to carve up LSP, especially the northern section, into multiple spaces for various activities and to add so much 
“active recreation”.  Keep LSP as the green jewel it already is.  Expand that green and add a few amenities.  Don’t overcrowd it with skate parks, fitness centers and the like.  It should go without saying that large scale entertainment 
venues have no business residing in a state park.  I can’t believe such absurd venues are even being proposed. Sports fields and other entertainment venues, with the noise, chaos, and general disturbance inherent in their presence are 
the purview of the city and not a state park.  They should be relegated to other parts of the city.
Even more importantly, LSP is a major nesting site and migratory stopover point birds and other wildlife such as the Monarch Butterfly.  More than 300 species use the park including several threatened and endangered species.  The 
noise and chaos sports fields create would present a significant and unnecessary disturbance to these species already in peril due to habitat loss along the Hudson flyway and human disturbance. 
It is imperative that we keep LSP a natural habitat with minimal human disturbance.  Let Jersey City take the responsibility of creating sporting and entertainment venues in areas that will not provide additional harm to our environment 
and wildlife.  As the DEP, you have a duty to preserve as much natural habitat as you can.  We cannot and should not expect a state park to be a panacea for all the issues in Jersey City.

175

I live near and use LSP regularly. LSP is a gem in Hudson County and should be preserved to be open and accessible for the public to enjoy its natural beauty. I support free active recreation, natural habitats, urban open space. I do not 
support any efforts to install sports stadiums, commercial concert venues, or any other entertainment facilities that wreck the natural habitat and public enjoyment.
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i am very concerned about the proposal to privatize much of Liberty State Park. This is supposed to be a public space. the public should have the final say in how this land is used.
we want to preserve this historic site as a family friendly site to visit. we don't want to have to pay exhorbitant fees to go. 
we don't want yet ANOTHER sports complex. we have the huge Giants stadium, the Prudential Center, Madison Square Garden, etc all within close proximity. not everyone is a sports fan. not everyone wants to pay expensive fees to 
watch sports in person.
we want to preserve historical sites, as is, with improvements when facilities need maintenance. this is a much wiser use of funds.
we want to preserve the ecological features of the site so that families can bird watch, so that native species can find habitat to live, so that the valuable ecosystem is preserved.
we don't want to see massive buildings, paved over areas, venues that require expensive fees, venues that create an eyesore, venues that create run off and pollution, venues that require much maintenance and electricity to run, taking 
over our public spaces.
i am pretty tired of rich individuals and corporations using their money and influence to get what they want. most of the time, what they want is in direct conflict with the decisions that scientists would recommend for a site. most of the 
time, what they want is in direct conflict with what the public wants. aren't we living in a democracy anymore? 
thank you for listening and considering my views (as an average NJ citizen; not a super rich, influential one.)

177 No sports complex at Liberty state park. Keep it natural

178

Why is this even an option? Why are we allowing billionaires to private public land? It’s clear that these people don’t live in Jersey City. The traffic through the park is already hazardous. Adding this development will make things ten times 
worse for residents.

179 Please leave the Liberty State Park alone. We have commercials space everywhere in Jersey City. We should keep Liberty State Park green.

180

I write in support of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection taking an active role in support of its revitalization process for Liberty State Park. 
It is important to note that the Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection rejected the ill-advised sports and entertainment complex that — like an undead zombie — keeps haunting the goals and mission 
of Liberty State Park being a true peoples’ park — not one operated for the benefit of a billionaire (whose minions continue to promote this terrible idea). 
Please continue to support and protect having a natural habitats area, which will benefit our ecology as well as this flood-prone region as part of a natural flood resiliency plan. The New Jersey DEP has committed to 60 acres of free, 
active recreational use. When considering that extraordinary and beneficial public use versus an ill-advised 7000 seat commercial concert venue and 5000 seat football stadium at the same location, the best choice is clear.  
On behalf of the people of Hoboken who I represent, people who cherish the urban oasis that is Liberty State Park, I implore the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection to stay vigilant, to stay engaged, and to take an active 
role to ensure that its vision of a people’s’ park — not a privatized park — comes to pass. 
Thank you for your consideration of my comments. 

181 Keep it public. Keep out developers. Keep it clean.

182

The Hudson county community already has very little green spaces. We need to protect the park as well as its wildlife. Reducing the space would have devastating effects on the local ecology not to mention  negatively impacting 
children’s access to wild life.

183

As a 30 year resident of Jersey City, I look forward to this LSP being transformed to a naturalized beautiful green space with trails, marshes, and woodlands. A noncommercialized oasis is very important given how urban and populated 
our region is.

184 It is imperative that you keep Liberty State Park as a park. We have limited green space in the city and we all deserve to be able to enjoy nature, not to mention all the of the environmental benefits having marshlands means. Thank you.

185

What we need in Hudson County, and in Jersey City, is forest.  Nature.  I want to be able to take my kids on hikes without having to drive 30-45 minutes away to access nature.  Everyone should have that- natural spaces are so important 
to mental health.  And what about the people who can't drive?  Please preserve Liberty State Park as a natural space- for our families, for our children, for our sanity.  We do not need development in the park- we have plenty of access to 
that- being so close to Manhattan and Rutherford and Secaucus.   But it would be such an awful shame for people to have to take the train to Central Park to access nature because our own public space was given away to develop.
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186

NJ has 52 State parks and only 2 urban parks. It is criminal that the DEP is considering over 60 acres for sports in area where there is a deficit of nature. Where are the Olmsted and Vauxs who had the vision and foresight to embrace 
nature? This would not happen at Central Park.
The DEP should hold strongly to the original proposal of 30 acres of active recreation areas. This should be flexible use fields and not large stadiums and astroturf as floated by the paid task force in the signage. It should be limited to the 
south end.
The north end should NOT have this type of active recreation. It’s a main entrance to the park. It should provide a respite from the concrete, overdeveloped city and remain similar as it is today with open fields and unobstructed views of 
the river and city. The walk along the canal and marina should have more shade trees/trees planted for people and wildlife. Leave the existing parking for the marina and restaurants. Any sports fields will remain empty most of the time 
and be a waste of the green lawns. The north side does NOT need a sports hub. This is ludicrous. The state is going to ruin a good thing.
The perimeter of the park should remain natural and beautiful.
Caven Point must be protected from Liberty National at ALL COSTS.
Do not remove the cobblestone road into the park.
Keep Camp Liberty and have some parking at that end so people can get to Caven Point from a reasonable walking point the way it is today.
Let the train station become a museum.
No closed task force meetings!!!
No more then the originally proposed 30 acres of active recreation. Despite what the task force is saying people love and use this park and it needs to be protected from predatory development. We need nature, wildlife, free and green 
space. Not stadiums. This is not the scope of our state parks.

187

LSP is a state park, not an amusement park!!
I keep hearing references to making LSP similar to Central Park.  I lived in Manhattan for many years before moving to Jersey City.  Everyone loves Central Park because it is an oasis of green in a concrete jungle.  There are mostly green 
spaces with just enough amenities that do not overshadow the beauty of the park.  I have been disturbed by all of the plans to carve up LSP, especially the northern section, into multiple spaces for various activities and to add so much 
“active recreation”.  Keep LSP as the green jewel it already is.  Expand that green and add a few amenities.  Don’t overcrowd it with skate parks, fitness centers and the like.  It should go without saying that large scale entertainment 
venues have no business residing in a state park.  I can’t believe such absurd venues are even being proposed. Sports fields and other entertainment venues, with the noise, chaos, and general disturbance inherent in their presence are 
the purview of the city and not a state park.  They should be relegated to other parts of the city.
Even more importantly, LSP is a major nesting site and migratory stopover point birds and other wildlife such as the Monarch Butterfly.  More than 300 species use the park including several threatened and endangered species.  The 
noise and chaos sports fields create would present a significant and unnecessary disturbance to these species already in peril due to habitat loss along the Hudson flyway and human disturbance. 
It is imperative that we keep LSP a natural habitat with minimal human disturbance.  Let Jersey City take the responsibility of creating sporting and entertainment venues in areas that will not provide additional harm to our environment 
and wildlife.  As the DEP, you have a duty to preserve as much natural habitat as you can.  We cannot and should not expect a state park to be a panacea for all the issues in Jersey City.

188

Hudson County is experiencing unprecedented development. Green spaces are few and far between. Compared to other major population centers, our ability to access and enjoy nature is exceedingly limited.
Natural spaces need to be preserved and prioritized. If anything should be done in Liberty State Park it should be the creation of public nature trails featuring native plants and fast growing trees so the space doesn't look so stark, 
exposed, and unwelcoming.  
Create cozy, charming natural places where people can enjoy a peaceful moment. Hearing a bird song, hearing the wind rustle through the trees, seeing a Monarch butterfly, enjoying the warm sun while laying on grass... these things are 
priceless... and desperately needed in this region. Please, make LSP an oasis of wilderness. -Thank you.

189 Please restore and complete the Empty Sky 9-11 memorial. This memorial will stand for the memories of all those lost on that date, residents and first responders. - Thank you

190

I live in Jersey.  I use the park regularly and I strongly believe that the park should be kept out of the hands of people who wish to commercialize it.  I support the DEP plan and oppose large stadiums and arenas or additional golf holes.  
And every time I go to the park I see plenty of birds although I could do with seeing a fewer Canada geese. - Thank you

191

I oppose Paul Fireman's greedy plan to commercialize and build up LSP. It's not intended to benefit regular people with modest incomes -- the people who regularly enjoy the park now. It's a scheme to line the pockets of the rich, cause 
tremendous traffic jams, and turn our serene waterfront parkland into an ugly, noisy, expensive place. Sure, there'd still be a walkway along the river, but instead of gazing at seabirds in their habitat anyone strolling the walkway would 
see a wall of yachts lining the waterfront, a reminder of who the park is really for. I don't want to see the name of our park turn into an ironic joke. Liberty should stay free.
The only plan I'll support is one that preserves the current spirit of the park -- wide open spaces, views of wildlife, and freedom from pay walls. We need a park that gives those things to people who can't afford to jet off to a mountain 
retreat or sail a yacht to a private island. It's bad enough that we already have a billionaire golf course blighting the southern end of the park. Let Fireman and his cronies find some other way to make more money, or better yet, just be 
happy with the considerable wealth they have.
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192

we absolutely cannot allow any more of liberty state park to be redeveloped into something so selfish as an entertainment complex or golf course. haven’t we seen enough climate change occur to realize that it’s an undeniable 
necessity to take care of the remaining nature spaces we have? jersey city needs green space - there isn’t enough of it.

193

Dear Design Task Force:
Please consider these things before making any changes to LSP:
1. It is the ONLY  place of its kind in our urban environment. The ONLY opportunity for students, lovers of art, environmental enthusiasts, and lower-income people to immerse themselves in unspoiled nature in our backyard. 
2. The impact of development of this space on the adjoining community will be catastrophic. Every time a game 'lets out' or a concert takes place, traffic through the local streets will be impossible. For reference, look at what took place 
on July 4, 2022...... it took us HOURS to get in and out of LSP. I didn't see any plan for dealing appropriately with the local traffic impact. And, if the people-in-charge are truthful, they will acknowledge that there IS no plan that could work 
here. Development will be horrific to the surrounding neighborhood. Many of the residents there are of lower-incomes, and do not have the political resources or connections to protect themselves against development which will harm 
them directly.
3. Once development starts, there will be no stopping it. There will be incremental changes, all in the name of supporting infrastructure. A bigger parking lot, more water pipes, support for greater needs for electricity, food courts......... it 
goes on and on. Another example of how the Task Force needs to look at this with some real honesty.
4. Our society needs to recognize the value of 'passive recreation'. The ability of a family to go to the park for a picnic, throw a frisbee, fly a kite, sit on a blanket looking over at the water and taking in the warm rays of the sun, taking a bike 
ride through the LSP trails.......... ALL of these activities have just as much intrinsic value as organized sports and outdoor concerts. In fact, the lack of alternative spaces for people to do these things makes the LSP space all the more 
valuable. (Value is NOT determined by the ability to generate income!)
5. A comment was made at the meeting at LSP that it appears that certain people are  trying to offload the  responsibility of Jersey City for providing youth sports and organized recreation by advocating for placement of those things in 
LSP. If so, this is wrong. Yes, kids need more ballparks and track, but these can be achieved by placing them all around the City where access is more  convenient for the youth than to go all the way to LSP.
6.  In fact, those who argue that the Park is being underused by City residents should consider researching how transportation may be employed to bring people to the Park at low or no cost. How about frequent  bus shuttles throughout 
the City, from schools and other places? This would aid in reducing auto congestion and cost to those who wish to visit the Park.
7. Think Central Park, NYC.     Without that Park, what would Manhattan be today? There is an opportunity NOW to protect LSP for future generations!
8. There are more points to be made, but they were made very succinctly by others who attended the LSP meeting. PLEASE protect this amazing space! Thank you for reading this.

194

Literally everything about this project is poorly thought out, and will have devastating impacts not only for the marina, but for sheer quality of life for anyone having to use any of the roads or the transit around this space, to say nothing of 
the damage to migratory birds' habitat.
I get that it's important to give rich people what they want, and this whole project seems to mostly be about that. But I think that Liberty State Park can do better, and give regular people their continued access to largely undeveloped 
open spaces. The park doesn't need "revitalization" -- come out here on any day, winter or summer, and watch thousands of people enjoying it exactly as it is. 
I think the most salient point, though, is that there are plenty of stadiums locally to play in; there is only one Liberty Park. Please let it continue to be what it is; a spot for uncluttered reflection, peace, connection with nature, and 
unparalleled skyline views.

195

The State of NJ as well as the municipality of Jersey City is densly compacted. Some parts have the same density as India. Also, new housing in urban areas does not provide open spaces such as backyards since new housing is now 
multi-storied. New Jersey and the municipalities in Hudson County need open space. There are times I have traveled to Liberty State Park and there is no parking, if a commercial revenue was in LSP, the little parking would be gone 
earlier. Keep the park free from commercialization especially, Caven Point.

196 I want to make sure that there will always be open spaces for public community events,  cycling, We don't need more skyscrapers

197

I was at the October Open House and spoke at the DEP open meeting March 2. I generally like the DEP’s Phase 1B for the Northern Area and LSP Phase 2. I agree with Friends of Liberty State Park that as a state park, LSP’s primary 
purpose is for open space for unstructured, active and passive recreation and enjoyment of nature. Looking at the plans, I think the DEP might be trying to do a bit too much, trying to include every suggestion under the sun  ( e.g., I don’t 
think we need that water thing in the train shed, and perhaps we don’t need quite so many fields), but I think there is a generally good balance. I especially like the use of the shed and other areas for cultural and educational activities. 
I would like to see a more comprehensive public transportation plan to the park from PATH stations and various other points and neighborhoods around the city, maybe even from other nearby cities, so people who don’t drive can get to 
the park. Not all non-drivers can ride a bike. Also, as has been suggested by others, more shade along walking paths. It’s hot during the summer! 
I do want to add my voice to those who are ABSOLUTELY OPPOSED TO A LARGE STADIUM, AMPHITHEATER, or any other large, commercial enterprise proposed by billionaire Paul Fireman and his surrogates. Nor should our beautiful 
state park  be converted into a venue for national or world sports events, which I also heard suggested by a Fireman surrogate on the task force.  LSP cannot provide all of the city’s sports and recreational needs. People who are 
justifiably advocating for more recreation facilities and programs for their children might do better to turn their sights toward the city. 
Thank you for standing firm against these proposals (so far), and keep up the good work!
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198

I am very concerned about the removing of the parking along marina. The fire department and ambulances use the paring lot roadway when audrey zapp dr is congested during holidays, weekends and large events in the park.  Also 
removing this parking lot access would restrict emergency vehicle access to a large group of boats.

199

I have a boat at Liberty Landing Marina. Very concerned over the removal of the parking lot.  Sometimes the traffic on  Audrey Zapp Drive can get heavy and therefore cause the Police to come thru to our parking lot to get to the area they 
need to get to for emergency. We also need to have the parking lot for fire trucks, ambulances for emergency either on the boats or for to have accessibility to Liberty House Restaurant and Maritime Parc Restaurant or other parts of the 
Park when lot is quicker to get thru the Marina parking lot.
I am also very concerned about taking away the sidewalks to the Marina so that we can carry things that need to be put on our boat,  Also, many adults, kids, etc walk  and  ride their bikes along the sidewalk to get to all parts of the park.  
Many people are pushing Baby Strollers, and we have people on walkers.  We need to think of the accessability to the Park from the Light rail for walkers that come to enjoy all the trees, birds and get to different areas of the Park.

200

For me, it is more than just a park – it is a sanctuary of beauty, history, and joy, a place where he could escape the hustle and bustle of everyday life and reconnect with what truly mattered most: family, freedom, and the boundless 
wonders of the world. 
I couldn't help but notice the absence of commercial activity within the park. It was refreshing to be in a space untouched by the pressures of consumerism, where the focus was solely on nature, history, and family. I always appreciated 
the park's commitment to preserving its natural beauty and heritage, free from the intrusion of commercial interests.

201

As the sun began to rise over the Manhattan skyline, Alex felt a sense of anticipation bubbling inside him. Today was the day he had been looking forward to for weeks – a trip to Liberty State Park with his family. Ever since they moved to 
New Jersey, Alex had heard nothing but praise for the park's beauty and charm.
As they arrived at the park, Alex's eyes widened with wonder at the sight of the Statue of Liberty standing tall against the morning sky. It was as if Lady Liberty was welcoming them with open arms, inviting them to explore the park's 
treasures.
Their first stop was the Liberty Science Center, where Alex's kids eagerly raced from one exhibit to another, their laughter echoing through the halls. Alex couldn't help but smile as he watched them marvel at the wonders of science, 
their curiosity sparking with each new discovery.
After spending the morning at the science center, they ventured outside to explore the park's expansive grounds. They walked along the waterfront promenade, soaking in the breathtaking views of the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. 
The salty breeze danced through Alex's hair, carrying with it a sense of freedom and possibility.
As they strolled through the park, Alex's wife suggested they have a picnic by the water. They spread out a blanket and unpacked their lunch, savoring each bite as they enjoyed the tranquility of the park. For Alex, it was a moment of pure 
bliss – surrounded by his loved ones, with nothing but the sound of seagulls and gentle waves in the background.
After lunch, they decided to explore the park's historic landmarks, including the Central Railroad of New Jersey Terminal. Alex felt a sense of awe as he stood in the same spot where millions of immigrants had arrived in America, their 
hopes and dreams carried on the winds of change.
As the day drew to a close, Alex and his family reluctantly said goodbye to Liberty State Park, their hearts full of memories that would last a lifetime. For Alex, it was more than just a park – it was a sanctuary of beauty, history, and joy, a 
place where he could escape the hustle and bustle of everyday life and reconnect with what truly mattered most: family, freedom, and the boundless wonders of the world.

202

About 4 years ago I was amazed at the plans to continue to bring the restore the balance of the Liberty State Park to its full potential as a nature preserve. Everyone knows and acknowledges that this property plays a huge role in 
supporting both native and migratory species. And then something changed, it appears the balance of the park already developed for public use appears to have been thrown into a rushed political gambit where the existing uses are 
being sacrificed to the whim of those who wish to make the park a playground. I take no issue with the proper adding and placement of facilities in the park that address other activities, I just cannot believe the lack of planning and 
coordination that appears to be taking place and this will forever destroy the nature of the park in general. The marina operated by Suntex is a particular concern of mine. This marina not only supports a large number of resident boaters, 
but it also supports sailing schools, commercial operations such as the Statue Tour Boats, jet skiing, international sailboat racing events to mention a few. Why does the State of New Jersey, not even mention its existence in its executive 
summary. Clearly there is no recognition of the value that will be lost when it is forced out of business. 
The Development team seems devoid of all logic when considering intensifying the use of the land adjoining Audrey Zapp Drive without plans for road improvements that will support the amount of traffic that will be generated. The State 
is well aware that when the bridge connecting the park to Jersey Avenue opened it created a significant increase in the local traffic patterns. The intersection of Audrey Zapp and Jersey Avenue with the convergence of pedestrian, bicycle, 
car and truck traffic is already a true hazard and now we want to introduce another layer of users with no thought to their overall safety. 
The State needs to put the brakes on this rush to put a completely flawed plan in place without a realistic review of the options. The park is huge, the area also currently used by the existing facilities are also significant. If given a true 
evaluation those spaces could be reimagined to maintain a world class marina and to provide world class recreational facilities while providing of the safe and efficient transportation of goods, services and most importantly people into 
and throughout the park.
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203

I am 100% in favor of the DEP's revitalization plan of Liberty State Park. I live in Hoboken and use Liberty State Park frequently as a get away. I am particularly excited by the natural wetlands area with over 5 miles of walking trails I saw 
highlighted at the public meeting on March 2. We desperately need more green space as well as area that will mitigate flooding, which this will. 
I also love the idea of rehabilitating and repurposing the CCRNJ train sheds for public use. The existing building is beautiful and historic and it is important to maintain our connection to history as well as create more space for the 
community to come together in a variety of settings. I would also like to see other community gathering spaces and areas devoted to arts, culture, and history. I see all of these in the DEP's plan.
Finally, I believe there should be extensive work done to ensure that the bulk of the park is kept free of cars and is safe and attractive for pedestrians and cyclists. A well-located parking lot combined with internal shuttle bus or tram 
transportation should be considered. And, as a cyclist, I am extremely interested in seeing cycling infrastructure included in the plans such as separated bike lanes or paths. Cars, pedestrians, and cyclists should each have their own 
areas.
Under no circumstances should the DEP consider putting in a large sports stadium, a commercial concert venue, etc. This is the people's park and must remain so.

204

Liberty State Park has been the one and only true park that we have in this area that allows us to enjoy the wild life and beautiful surroundings.  It is a priceless piece of land that still allows us embrace our heritage and peace of mind 
when we look at the views, flowers and trees.  Having to build structures and crowds that do not respect the environment and beautiful wonders the Lord created is going to be a sin.  We need serenity in the craziness of all the buildings 
that are being built in the area.  This park is just that and we need to keep it exactly the way it is…

205

I am so sick and tired of the wealthy getting everything they want in Jersey City. The park belongs to the people, and there are so many more of us who are not in the 1%. We are sick of the stealing and the lies of the wealthy and their 
sycophants in government. We are sick of the destruction of nature and animals. We are sick of astroturf organizations masquerading as representatives of the people. We are sick of the wealthy ignoring climate change so they can 
build golf courses and make obscene amounts of money at the expense of so many people. So no to “development” ( which is how the rich make their money in the Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate world we are forced to live in) and 
say yes to r people and nature.

206 I support the DEP's plan for Liberty State Park, which is mostly nature with some active recreation.  I oppose any attempts to privatize or commercialize the park, for example, no big stadiums.

207

I support the current two phase revitalization plan for Liberty State Park, which is the product of a  hard-fought-for consensus between the NJ DEP, long-time park advocates and the people of New Jersey. It's a plan that prioritizes flood-
mitigation and balances the area's need for recreational opportunities with the need for open space; open space that is difficult to come by in this the densely populated, heavily developed urban corridor. The plan being advocated by 
the People's Park Foundation -- stadiums, concert venues, a whopping 12 additional sports fields and accompanying parking lots -- ignores flood mitigation and, in fact will make flooding worse. It also would exacerbate an already 
congested traffic situation at the park entrances. The notion that New Jersey would scrap the hard-fought-for current plan for the billionaire Paul Fireman's out-of-the-blue plan strikes me as reckless and more than a little corrupt. It's a 
boondoggle in the making. Thank you for your consideration.

208

What is it that people have against the existence of a beautiful green space within a crowded, largely low-income city?  The push to overdevelop Liberty State Park keeps resurfacing like a bad penny, and again and again the residents of 
New Jersey have to fight the fight to keep out development that will enrich a few, impoverish a great many more in their quality of life, and provide nothing that is needed or even desired except by developers.  We have a State plan.  It's a 
good one.  Use it!

209

The current Phase 1B design eliminates the parking areas and vehicular access to marina docks along the north side of the Northern Area, which provides needed parking and vehicular access for the hundreds of boating tenants of 
Liberty Landing Marina, and which provides access for emergency vehicles when needed for the marina (ie emergency vehicle access to marina docks and other essential marina facilities). The proposed sports fields will add demand 
for parking while removing hundreds of parking spaces, which will place immense pressure on the much reduced parking capacity that would result from the design, plus will create severe traffic congestion on Audrey Zapp Drive which 
already is congested when events are held in the Park.  The design for Phase 1B needs to retain the parking areas that run along the north side of this area, the adjacent walking path used extensively by park users and by users of the 
marina, plus retain the cherry blossom trees that run alongside the walking path.

210

Everyone uses this park. It's a clean SAFE place for people to come, gather and relax. I ride my bike, walk my dog in the park and have never felt threatened. People who use the park are friendly. I encounter all types of people from 
visitors to neighborhood people, people that come from NYC, etc. It's a wonderful place. 
We talk about global warming and have seen what it is doing.The bird sanctuary is necessary for the environment. By adding more to the golf course and whatever else is planned, will take away yet another aspect to our quality of life, let 
alone destroying a part of the park that serves the environment.
Why let corporate greed continue to destroy something so desperately needed? The park serves the community as well as the environment. We see the effects of global warming and stress. Why can't you just leave the park alone and 
have it continue to be a place where we can relax and enjoy?
This guy makes enough money. He can't take it with him.

211

Please keep Liberty State Park a free and open space for all, plans for large commercial stadiums in the park would ruin some of the best open space we have left in this urban area.
Sports fields for free public use are great, but not commercial stadiums which would only be used for commercial events.

212

I am a life long resident of New Jersey and have lived in Hudson County for nearly 40 years. I love Liberty State park and use is on a  nearly weekly basis. I oppose any plans to develope this park or any park into a commercial venture. We 
have plenty of stadiums, arenas  and entertainment venues within a 20 mile radius but if the demand is so great for these type facilities put your enterpises on private land
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213 No Liberty State Park Sports and Entertainment Complex!!!! Keep it an open green space for ALL to enjoy!

214

Liberty State Park is indeed our cherished urban oasis, providing respite for both humans and wildlife. Our concerns about its future are valid, and citizens of Jersey City are passionate for preserving this natural haven.
Here are some key points to consider:
Commercialization and Privatization Battle:
There has been an ongoing battle against billionaire Paul Fireman and his surrogates who advocate for commercializing and privatizing parts of Liberty State Park.
Their proposals include interior commercial venues such as a 5,000-seat stadium and a 7,000-seat commercial concert venue.
However, the overwhelming majority of the public supports maintaining the state park as a FREE and accessible urban public space, emphasizing nature, recreation, and open space for everyone.
Paul Fireman, owner of the Liberty National Golf Club, has been at the center of this debate.
His golf course lobbied for a law encouraging new development within the park, which raised concerns about privatization and commercialization.
It’s essential to balance any development with the park’s ecological significance and public accessibility.
Caven Point, a part of Liberty State Park, serves as a crucial stopover for migratory birds along their path.
The beach area is closed to the public for a certain amount of months each year to protect these bird species.
Preserving this habitat is vital for maintaining biodiversity and supporting our feathered friends.
The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has emphasized that there will be no privatization or commercialization of the park!
Their vision includes diverse nature habitats, walking paths, and FREE active recreation for all visitors.
Paul Fireman recently paused his expansion plan into Liberty State Park to allow advocates to address social justice concerns related to the park. This pause highlights the need for thoughtful consideration of any changes to this 
valuable public resource.
Liberty State Park’s unique blend of natural beauty, recreational opportunities, and ecological significance should be preserved for current and future generations. We need to continue to advocate for its protection and responsible 
management and not so the golf course can put in a few extra holes for its exclusive members 🌿🌳🦆�

215

As a local resident who has been enjoying LSP for over 15 years I strongly object to the develop plans. I don’t know a single neighbor, and we are all walking distance to the Park and frequent it in all seasons, who is in favor of the 
excessive development. And when we elected an official to represent our best interests the machinery simply redrew the ward line. Unacceptable. Please leave our Park as it is. The current plans are going to dramatically change our 
quality of life for the worse.

216

To build a sports/entertainment complex seems like a terrible use of great natural space. I really hope the task force can come up with a better solution for the park without trying to commercialize/monetize the area and instead 
improving the naturalistic open space environment for all in the community to enjoy

217

Keep Liberty St. Park an actual park and not a haven for a billionaire to expand his golf course/holdings. If Fireman actually gave a rat's ass about "making something for the kids", he would simply donate money to refurbishing Caven 
Point's athletic fields. Privatization of public lands should never happen, much less for something as flimsy as the BS he's promoting.

218 I support the original dep plan for phase 1b
219 Please keep LSP free and accessible to residents. We do not want a sports complex or arena, we want open green space and to preserve the natural wildlife and we want it to be available to all of us.
220 I don’t want liberty state park developed or turned into a entertainment complex.

221 Please keep this land open and free to the public. I oppose any sports stadiums. This will cause excessive traffic in an already congested area. The parks vast openness is a treasure to the urban communities that surround it.
222 No to the proposed sports and entertainment complex. Protect the open space and habitat. For this densely populated area we need this park.

223

No need for a grandiose construction project.   The park works well for all who visit. The area north of Audrey Zap  works perfectly for Liberty landing customers, people sight seeing the canal etc.  The open field is perfect for dog walkers 
and local wild life to graze and run around.  LEAVE IT ALONE.  If anything improve park entry at Jersey ave and Audrey Zap and near boat ramp.  Construction around Jersey city is on a wild rampage.  The area west of the park will soon be 
over run with high rise eye soars obliterating the western horizon.   People come to the park to enjoy  the wide open space and lack of commercial development that clutters so much of the surrounding area.  Improve access YES but do 
not MOLEST it...

224

Please do not build a Liberty State Park sports and entertainment complex. It is unnecessary, will only cause more traffic, and harm the community. Jersey City is in desperate need for more parks and green space. We have a dismal 
amount of tree canopy compared to other cities our size and this would do more harm than good

225 The park needs to remain a fully public and protected space.
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226

Please protect Liberty State Park from any sort of development. We do not need more sports arenas and golf courses, we need safe and free access to open space and the outdoors. The Grove of Remembrance is an important oasis and 
sanctuary for anyone grieving a lost one. As someone who lost a family member too soon, I can visit the space, look at the specific tree planted in their memory, and remember. Changing the landscape of this sacred space would undo 
the tremendous work done to care for it for the past two decades. The many trees are important wildlife habitats, but they also improve air quality, manage storm water, and reduce the impacts of climate change. These are important 
assets for the people of Jersey City and New Jersey as a whole. There are recreational amenities like trails and outdoor recreation; connections to nature that we need now more than ever. We have plenty of sports arenas but only one 
Liberty State Park. Instead of undoing decades of collaboration and care, focus on improving the urban forest of Liberty State Park so that it can be enjoyed for generations to come. Please preserve the natural beauty of Liberty State 
Park and  stop corporate and elite interests from deciding the future of this special place.

227

Improvements to the facilities at the Liberty state park area will benefit the quality of life of all nearby residents, so long as the cost of their use is not unreasonably prohibitive and their construction too poisonous to the natural 
environment.  I am against building a golf course here because of how much space would be taken from the general public, and against the use of astroturf in any of these developments. Both of these would be unnecessarily toxic to the 
ecosystem and to animals, human and otherwise. 
I wholeheartedly support cleaning up and repurposing the train sheds, that seems long overdue. 
 If there were a pool here I would use it often and happily, but not if it costs luxury-level money.

228 Keep LSP public, open, accessible space for all to enjoy. It should be revitalized for public recreation and wild habitat restoration - not sports and entertainment venues.
229 I oppose plans for commercial development such as entertainment and sports venues in Liberty State Park. It should be developed per the DEP plan.
230 I support Liberty State Park being revitalized for better and more public recreation space and restoring wild habitats. I do not think private sports and entertainment venues should be built in public park land.

231

Please no more commercial anything in LSP. To paraphrase a woman’s thoughtful statement at the March 2 forum, if you want commercial entertainment, there’s plenty of  that just a few miles away at American Dream. We’re talking 
about a state park; what’s a developer doing throwing his hat in the ring anyway? 
Developers have been having  a field day in Jersey City for years. Many neighborhoods are now practically unrecognizable and there are more and more high rises and fewer and fewer open spaces. Let’s protect and preserve the unique 
and natural beauty of LSP for everyone and for our future generations. I think that the appeal  of the park’s natural beauty is universal and it’s there for every one of all ages to enjoy in all seasons from morning until night.  
As far as changes go, I would like to see  more trees planted  and a few simple shelters built to provide some shade and cover from rain.  
The park is well used and it was delightfully crowded on my last visit. But parking and traffic jams were problematic. Also, what can be done to minimize noise and disruption of park traffic to the surrounding neighborhoods? 
My thinking about active recreation is that flexibility, how often the court or field, or whatever will be used, and how much space  it uses should be considered. Are football fields really practical? Would they be used mainly only in the fall? 
Now I’m contradicting myself a little here but I would like to see the inclusion of a few splash pads. It’s true they can only be used in warm weather but they wouldn’t have to take up a lot of space. Kids seem to love them and they’d be a 
welcomed relief from summer heat. 
Lastly, when making changes to this place, please strive to protect and support and never lose sight of the park’s natural beauty. 
Thank you for allowing me to express my opinions.

232

I think it's a good idea for Jersey City to provide a recreational sports facility, but not in a precious natural resource like LSP.  This oasis can provide other types of learning and recreational experiences found in few other places on this 
area. Ball parks should be built in local neighborhoods. Why not build a major sports facility in the west side of the city? It's more accessible; would help the economy there; could collaborate with NJCU with teaching and sporting 
events; and would leave LSP to what it was meant to be. If the city is spending so much for the Pompadour Museum, why not also for another grand scale Roosevelt Stadium? We all know the interest big business has in the Park stems 
from money and greed. Shame on Bob Hurley. What kind of a role model has he become? Please, please, don't ruin the park that has been a respite, a nature connection, and an environmental treasure for me and so many others.

233

Thanks for the opportunity to comment on the plan for Liberty State Park.  My main points are:
* it is important to avoid any attempt to privatize or commercialize any sections of the park. While private interests are trying to influence elected officials to rule on their  behalf, the proposals of these private interests are based on their 
own economic benefit and not on the public interest.  They should be avoided at all cost.
* This means no stadiums, no expanded golf course, etc, etc.
* The DEP's plan for Liberty State Park deserves all of our support. This plan calls for a significant amount of active recreation, which is well balanced with natural areas that will not be developed. Creation of this plan stemmed from a 
healthy and substantial public process which should not be disregarded.
Thank you for considering these points in arriving at a solution that best represents the interests of Jersey City residents and residents of the broader region.

234

As a resident of Jersey City and frequent visitor of Liberty State Park I disapprove of commercializing the park by selling parts to private investors. The large and freely accessible park is an asset to the region and its people (across all 
demographics and income levels), which makes Jersey City an attractive destination to live and visit. Wildlife needs to be protected in this densely populated area and Liberty State Park helps us protect rare species and to conserve 
nature.  Liberty State Park cannot be sold!
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Liberty State Park is an invaluable green space in our community and should remain free, open, and easily accessible to the public. I am deeply opposed to any sports and entertainment complex construction in the space. It would ruin 
the land and ruin the space for the people of jersey city.

236

Concerned about parking and access for the marina. Including additional traffic and facilities if the field adjacent to the parking lot is converted to a sports field. The marina serves a vital need in the NY metro  area for recreation, there 
are no other equivalent facilities available in the area. There is lots of room to expand recreational areas in the park that dont impact a viable recreational entity. We need to be able to continue to accomodate boaters with mobility 
issues as well, removing parking near the docks will severely impact them as well.

237

We have enough athletic venues and music venues in NJ.  While I certainly support them where they currently exist, we are not in need of more facilities or traffic.  Liberty State Park was designed as a passive park and a portion of it was 
dedicated to those lost on 9-11.  This park may be in need of some improvements, but a major overhaul and redesign is not something that has the support of the average NJ resident and taxpayer.  There are not enough natural areas and 
open space in northeastern NJ, and none with the views of NYC and our dear Lady Liberty.  Please don't spoil this natural area with more urban sprawl.

238

I OPPOSE PHASE 1A of the DEP plan to flood 170 acres to create wetlands and marshlands. This will not, it does not, protect the city from future flooding. It is not for flood protection, as the DEP has stated over and over again; instead, it 
is purely a natural restoration project.
This may have been relevant 25 years ago when this plan was developed. Since that time, sea levels have continued to rise, and we know that bringing water closer to a city that already floods is irresponsible and dangerous! Land is so 
valuable in our city; how and why would you take away 170 acres of it? Our kids and community are suffering from a lack of recreational opportunities and programs.
I SUPPORT and ask the DEP to create multi-use fields for sports (adult and youth), a community center, community gardens, a dedicated music space for theater and the arts, and a dedicated track and field for people to train on. This 
would enhance the community and provide much-needed health and social benefits for all who live here.
I OPPOSE the DEP’S plan for 50 acres of recreation because they have put it in the most inaccessible place in the park where no one without a car would be able to access it. They have prioritized the creation of swamp lands over 
people. They have given the community crumbs and told them to take it or leave it.
I OPPOSE how this public process has taken place! The Commissioner has dictated to the task force and the public how things will be, versus the other way around. The task force is supposed to listen to the public and come up with a 
plan and present that plan to the commissioner.
The commissioner is not listening to the public. He chose to hold the meeting in a room where hundreds of people were left out and then skipped over names of people who signed up to speak. I know that because many people, 
including myself, were excluded from speaking in person and online and our names were skipped over a 4-hour period! A dozen seniors were left in the lobby because the commissioner chose a room that did not include everyone! 
I’m disgusted by this process, and the governor should shut it down immediately and start over. There is no transparency or honest public involvement. The DEP and the commissioner should be removed immediately from this process 
to revitalize LSP for their disregard and irresponsible actions.

239

Hi Thank you for reading my comment
I've been living & working in Jersey city for over 40 years.
Always come to the great park on weekends, love the open space and all the people that enjoy it.
I usually fish off the pier by the green lady. Love it out there.
Please keep the park free and open. -thank you

240 I do not want any large scale commercial venue I’m liberty state park.
241 There should be no large scale commercial projects in LSP.

242

Listen to the public: do not build or accept any commercial sport arenas in LSP. Do not listen to Paul Fireman's paid surrogates - they do not represent the public, only Firemans personal commercial interests..
A public park should be a place where the public can  relax and enjoy greenery, fresh air, play and active or passive recreation on their own or with friends and family; free from  commercial interruption and development.
Only include sports facilities where the public can TAKE PART IN active recreation, but not include arenas, stadiums and the like, that serves as places for watching OTHER people doing sports. 
 Sports arenas and stadiums has no place in LSP.  -Thanks.

243

Nothing more important than nature!! We need space for enjoy with family and friends without monetize, we are a garden state and we are proud of that. Our kids love the park love nature is the closest one to home!! Please be sure who 
is the principal beneficiary is all the people not a few.

244

The billionaire wants 7000 C commercial concert venue, and a 5000 seat football stadium which would require privatization in the development and operation of them and cause unpreventable traffic jams that will wreck public access 
to the park and  harm local neighborhoods and be exclusionary due to the traffic and expensive admission fees and it would also eliminate the 20 years in the works habitats area with trails which will be beautiful and are flood resiliency 
plans. Phase 1B and 2 must move forward so that the park can be beautified, resilient, habitable to flora and fauna, and free to all those who want to visit.

Page 24 of 113

Data have been edited to remove duplicate comments, blank comments, 
and personal identifying information, and reformatted to fit this page.



Liberty State Park Revitalization Program

245

As a Jersey City resident for 5 consecutive years now, I can't deny the importance of the Liberty State Park for the city. This is the place my family goes when we are looking for a piece and quiet, to have a walk in the alley and watch for 
wildlife and beautiful nature.
I am can't say how disappointed am I when I hear that LSP is about to be the host for a new stadium or a new golf course (which already being the part of LSP that is closed to public, preventing you from access some of the areas with 
great city views).
I do support the initiative of creating new sport objects in the park like small track field and tennis courts along side the marina, I would be interested in a good bike lane around the park, similar to what Central Park has. I would love to 
see more green spaces and trails and walkable space.
Phase 1 of the proposal does look right (excluding some of the public transportation like buses).
But the Phase 2 is what raises the concern about the greenery of the park and being yet another commercial object that should not be used accordingly.

246

It is appalling to me that you refuse to accept that the citizens of Hudson County want the Park to be a PARK and not an amusement park or a stadium or a golf course - or an arts center. We have told you time and again that we want 
Liberty State Park to be open space for enjoying nature and passive recreation. 
IT IS A STATE PARK AND NOT A GIVEAWAY TO THE RICH FOR THEIR OWN AMUSEMENT OR MONEY-MAKING SCHEMES. Why is this the only State Park in NJ that is continually fighting for it's survival?  
Why do there need to be more buildings and amenities? Let those happen in Jersey City itself. There also do not need to be more "opportunities" that require more traffic and more parking.
There is already a plan in place to renovate the park as open space & passive recreation. Give up this insanity and do what you are supposed to do already - stop kowtowing to Fireman and the politicians he's paid off and prove that you 
can't be bought!!!!!!!!

247

I've been a resident of Hoboken, NJ since 1986. I am STRONGLY OPPOSED to the proposed development by the ignorant and greedy Fireman.  Promoting this ugly development is abhorant and will destroy the natural beauty of this park 
and coastline that is shared and appreciated by not only humans but is a home to birds, amphibians, and other animals as well as endemic plants.  As part of the North Atlantic Fly-way it is an important a stop-over for birds during 
seasonal migration.
This is an opportunity for NJ to be a leader in the preservation of the natural world for future generations to enjoy.  The Earth is overrun with greed-driven development and is being diminished daily by the kinds of profit-motive eye-sores 
that Fireman wants to develop.
 As Rachel Carson states in "Silent Spring":  "We now stand where two roads diverge.  But unlike the roads in Robert Frost's poem, they are not equally fair.  The road we have long been traveling is deceptively easy; a smooth 
superhighway on which we progress with great speed, but at its end lies disaster.  The other fork-the one "less traveled by" - offers our last, our only chance to reach a destination that assures us the preservation of our Earth."

248

its absolutely bullheaded and foolhardy to put a stadium that close to the water that would not only get rid of paths to the boats but also the bathrooms for the people that live in the marina and completely trash the Grass area that is 
known to be a geese flight path

249

The irreplaceable natural resources of Liberty State Park should not be squandered on sports and concert arenas, especially with the false narrative that the state should make up for Jersey City's lack of commitment to its own, poorly 
maintained sports facilities.  There are many places suitable for such venues that would not savage the raw, natural space that could become our own Central Park.
I took offence of the "Task Force" members asking to take this very public discussion behind closed doors.   I commend the DEP for working to dispute their false narratives and working hard to keep the greater public involved.  I 
appreciate the opportunities to provide input, review options, and add my voice to this public process.
I have enjoyed my walks in the park, enjoying the natural world, watching the numerous bird species, within the heavy urban area of Jersey City.  I hope to be able to do so in the future and have future generations do the same.

250

I FULLY support the NJDEP plan for Liberty State Park (Phase 1B: Northern Area Recreation, Arts & Culture and Liberty State Park Phase 2: Holistic Long-Term Master Plan). It perfectly combines restoring and protecting the NATURAL 
integrity of the park, ensuring that it remains a free and accessible park for all, and provides appropriate active recreational amenities. There should be NO commercial development whatsoever of the type proposed by the "Peoples Park 
Foundation". 
In general my "default position" on state parks is that they should not include ANY active rec (ballfields, basketball courts, skate parks, etc.). However I recognize the unique nature and history of the LSP area and am convinced that the 
FAIR, OPEN and comprehensive NJDEP process has provided the perfect solution that does virtually everything RIGHT - including the RIGHT amount of recreational redevelopment. As such, the NJDEP-approved plan is the ONLY one I 
can support.
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There are several proposed plans that seem to prioritize athletics over accessibility and nature. Having three athletics fields in the North area and another athletics complex in the south area is overkill especially since most people will 
not be using athletics fields. Building multiple sports fields not only limits the space that the majority can enjoy, but also removes the much needed natural spaces that the park has. With sea level rise inevitable and more severe storms 
becoming the norm maximizing natural space is essential to preserve the long term viability of a park on the water. There is no need to have 3 athletic fields in the north area, when they can easily be combined into one, as in one 
proposal. I am also surprised a baseball field was proposed to be build next to a marina with boats. It is possible baseballs could be hit into the marina hitting boats and littering the waterway. 
I also think it is essential to preserve the integrity of the Grove of Remembrance. The grove honors those who have fallen in 9/11 and others, and it is essential to keep the grove intact to honor the legacy of those who are no longer with 
us. The planning of the proposed trains should accommodate the existing Grove.
The most concerning of all the proposals is the Southern athletics hub and stadium. The stadium being built on existing natural land, is a disappointing and surprising proposal.  Parks are about giving people better access to nature, 
which it seems like the redevelopment wants to do by implementing public transit. Destroying much needed natural land to build a stadium is the antithesis to the purpose of Liberty State Park. Building any concert venue/stadium on 
existing natural space is taking away something that can be enjoyed by all, all the time with something that will be enjoyed by some a few hours a week. Also, with climate change only continuing to worsen, natural areas with trees that 
absorb carbon and heat are worth more than any stadium.

252

There is an old saying, “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” So much of LSP ‘ain’t broke’. This is will be my third year as a member of Liberty Landing Marina which has given me a great amount of time to not only participate in the life of this 
marvelous park but to observe, as well. I have continuously been impressed with the quantity and diversity of gatherings at the park from couples strolling arm in arm, to groups of bicycles, to grandmothers pushing prams, to large 
families celebrating, to lone strollers counting steps. Not much organizing needs to be done to make these visitors happy. Certainly, fixing the rail station and creating a multi-use site would be beneficial. Use of the newly mown fields as 
potential athletic sites might be nice. Further areas with plantings would be attractive. Additional lighting at the Audrey Zapp entrance may improve safety.
 What wouldn’t work and would be outrageous is impinging on the much used and well managed site of the marina. The marina is a stunning attraction for tourists, amblers, dog walkers and cyclists. Looking over the canal and watching 
the beautiful boats take off on a journey to parts unknown is a lovely way to wile away the day while walking under the cherry trees.  You can even turn and watch people playing with their pets on the adjoining field. To successfully 
enhance the park it must be noted that boaters have needs: sufficient easy access to close parking, ensured safety for their costly vessels. The ‘stuff’ boaters haul is manifold and constant! Balls flying wildly overhead, threaten multi-
million dollar vessels! 
It would have been wise to have spent time, money and energy actively surveying to find to what is ‘needed’. 
This is our third marina, the most expensive and the best. Without the conveniences offered now, I can’t imagine returning.

253

I'm a minority woman living in the Greenville section of Jersey City. I am writing to express my profound appreciation for Liberty State Park, a true oasis nestled amidst the hustle and bustle of Jersey City. As a resident of this vibrant city, I 
have come to cherish the park as a sanctuary of tranquility and natural beauty.
In the midst of Jersey City's bustling streets and towering skyscrapers, Liberty State Park stands as a testament to the importance of preserving green spaces within urban environments. Its sprawling lawns, meandering trails, and 
picturesque waterfront offer respite from the concrete jungle, allowing visitors to reconnect with nature without having to venture far from the city center.
One of the park's most remarkable features is its stunning views of the Manhattan skyline and the Statue of Liberty. Whether you're taking a leisurely stroll along the waterfront promenade or enjoying a picnic with loved ones, the iconic 
backdrop serves as a constant reminder of the rich history and cultural significance of this area.
Moreover, Liberty State Park offers a wide range of recreational activities for people of all ages and interests. From biking and bird watching to kayaking and fishing, there is no shortage of opportunities to engage with the great outdoors. 
The park's expansive fields also provide ample space for sports and leisure activities, making it a popular destination for families, fitness enthusiasts, and picnickers alike.
In addition to its recreational offerings, Liberty State Park plays a vital role in preserving and protecting the region's natural habitats. Its diverse ecosystems support a wide variety of plant and animal species, making it a haven for wildlife 
conservation and ecological research. By safeguarding these precious resources, the park helps to promote environmental awareness and sustainability within the community.
Furthermore, Liberty State Park serves as a cultural hub, hosting a myriad of events and attractions throughout the year. From outdoor concerts and festivals to historical exhibits and educational programs, there is always something 
new to discover and experience within its boundaries. These events not only foster a sense of community and belonging but also contribute to the economic vitality of the surrounding area.
In conclusion, Liberty State Park is truly a gem in the heart of Jersey City, offering a peaceful retreat from the chaos of urban life. Its natural beauty, recreational opportunities, and cultural significance make it a cherished destination for 
residents and visitors alike. As stewards of this precious resource, it is our collective responsibility to preserve and protect it for future generations to enjoy. Please don't allow any commercial sports complexes or concert stadiums in 
Liberty State Park.
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My family and I have lived in Hudson County for 33 years, and last 27 of which have been in downtown Jersey City. Throughout that time, we've spent countless hours enjoying everything Liberty State Park has to offer -- open, green 
spaces, wildlife, magnificent views of the Hudson, a place for the kids (and the adults) to run and play and breathe, a place to meet with friends, ride bicycles, picnic, connect with the natural world, and connect with our community in 
myriad ways. The park probably helped save our sanity during the pandemic when our movements were restricted: the park provided us with open space during one of the most challenging times our community has ever faced. I've 
attended all of the presentations by the DEP and have closely examined their plans, and their vision for the park is so smart, and clearly factors in the potential ravages of climate change while creating recreation areas that will meet all 
of the community's needs. We must be good stewards of this beautiful land and ensure that this park stays open to all  and continues to serve the needs of the public -- both the residents of New Jersey as well as the many, many visitors 
from around the world who visit every year. What we must prevent at all costs is privatization and commercialization. There is so little open green space in this part of New Jersey, and we must continue to protect it for future generations. 
Thank you.

255

I support the DEP plan for Liberty State park revitalization.  I only ask that a needs analysis be done with regard to the south section athletics area and that no venues of excessive size, like stadiums. be allowed.  I can't wait to these plans 
come to fruition!

256

Liberty State Park should be available to everyone. There should be natural areas for walking, bird watching, and open spaces for sun bathing, picnicking and leisure activities.  The green space is desperately needed for the wildlife that 
transits through the area. 
Golf courses or any other sports area where people have to pay to get in would be a VERY BAD outcome, bad for the people in the area, and Very Bad for the wildlife that needs the area.

257

As a NJ resident all my life and a Jersey City resident, its important to respect open and green space.  NJ State has protected Liberty Park as open green with a thriving natural habitat.
 My family of five among my 200 Filipino American relatives in New Jersey oppose the development to replace the awesome, flood resiliency nature habitats & trails plan with a 7000 seat commercial concert venue and 5000 seat 
football stadium.
This high density use would have a negative impact on this state park.
Please oppose this aggressive development. - Thanks

258

Thank you for preserving the natural resources and free public access to primarily natural activities. Some active recreation, as outlined in the DEP’s plan, is fine, but it should not be expanded from the original plan. A state park should 
definitely not house a sports stadium or other facilities that would burden the park and neighboring communities with traffic, and stray from the objectives of a state park.
These natural resources are irreplaceable and should be protected. The State Park should not be used to compensate for neighboring Jersey City and Hudson County’s lack of planning for youth sports facilities; other land should use 
used for such purposes. Conversely, Hudson County’s park should not be paved over by State level greed to allow for fee-based, private, commercial venues (outside of small scale concessions along the lines of what other State Parks 
would have).
Morris Canal park, across the water to the north from the train terminal and adjacent to the Korean War memorial, needs to be thoughtfully handled and transparently planned. If it is to be given to Jersey City, it should come with 
resources and guidance for maintaining it as a park and how to ensure it is part of strategic storm surge/flood protection for neighboring residents and transportation infrastructure.

259

I do not want to see the golf course get extended at all into the park. My favorite areas to enjoy with the kids are the natural landscapes like the walk to Caven Point, which allows us to escape from the developed city environment of 
tarmac etc. Kids don't need more tarmac playgrounds, they need more nature!
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I'm encouraged to read that James Mcgreevy and Governor Murphy are behind the DEP's vision for the development within Liberty State Park. What is worrisome and I'm encouraged to read that James Mcgreevy and Governor Murphy are 
behind the DEP's vision for the development within Liberty State Park. What is worrisome and even downright contradictory is Mr. McGreevey's comment, quoting,  "I respectfully, but vigorously disagree with calls for large-scale 
development of any venues that would draw thousands of spectators and their cars into the park. The DEP plan has struck the proper balance". 
On the face of this comment, it completely mirrors my own assessment and hopes for the future of the park. But the DEP's proposal frighteningly shows a much contrary position.
The proposal may try and reduce car traffic, which it will not. It contributes access  to a carnival level, as congestion from the: On-Demand shuttle buses: high-speed bike lanes; low-speed bike lanes; e-bikes and scooters; multi person-
bikes; pedicabs, kicks in.
Liberty State Park may be an uncut gem, but why attempt to turn it into junk jewelry. Liberty State Park should be on the endangered species list of Historical parks, with careful, considerate, intelligent, perceptive initiatives to 
RESTORATION,  not reinterpretation, and certainly not "large-scale development".
Imagine if all that's proposed actually is built. Imagine the congestion, the traffic from every which way, the noise, and the effect on the precious wildlife.
Liberty State Park is NOT Coney Island, Is NOT Atlantic City, nor the plethora of carnival sites along the Jersey Shore. IT'S AN IMPORTANT HISTORICAL LANDMARK. Ball fields, and sports venues, a beach, turning the shed into some kind 
of restaurant-mall, does NOT honor the history and legacy of this park.
Getting to Yellowstone Park is not easy for me and my family. I need to book a flight, rent a hotel, and a car perhaps, or a shuttle. Liberty State Park can also take some effort, it's ok. Why throw the baby out with the bath water? As it is, 
anyone who wants to visit the park can do so. They can bring their own bike, or e-bike, walking shoes, bike, stroller, rollerblades, skateboard, etc., or whatever else they want. Why supply all these additional modes of transportation, all 
these unnecessary venues, unless the REAL reason is MONEY into the coffers of individuals, the City, and the State. So basically the park is being SOLD. Surely LSP could benefit from some carefully thought out plans like improving the 
trails, more landscaping that restores and preserves historical local plant life; a plan that preserves the quietude and natural beauty along with the history as a cultural Immigration landmark.
The concept by the DEP for the park is indeed "Large Scale Development" and will only INCREASE spectator congestion, to the point where there's simply nowhere in Jersey City to go and find peace and serenity, nowhere! PRESERVE 
AND PROTECT LSP,  IT'S HALLOWED GROUND. IT'S NOT A PLAYGROUND and CARNIVAL.
It was a triage during the aftermath of 911; for presidential visits; for military celebrations and education, and the like. LSP is so much more and requires so much less to be the shining gem that it truly is.

261

No commercialization of liberty state park. ...it  should remain like central park......natural.    no golf courses or any money making for corporate rich folks to spoil the beautifull space of lsp!    All power to the people,!   No corporate rule!  
the park belongs to the people not the corporations !  Peace be with you, gil corby..... 216 franklin street, secaucus, new jersey 07094

262

- No to privatization of any aspect of LSP.  
- Yes to maximum preservation of natural areas.  
- No stadium.  
- No golf course.  
- Low impact recreational usage only.  
- Accessible to the public for the enjoyment and appreciation of nature.

263

This park, the entire park, should be "parklike."  There is no need for athletic buildings, fields, stadiums, parking lots and such.  A park should be trees, plants, lakes, walkways, trails, shrubbery and flowers.  Jersey City and most of 
Hudson County are dense areas filled with buildings, residential, and commercial,  more buildings recreational or otherwise are not needed.  Open space is truly needed.

264

Hi I want to park to be open and free like it is now. In my experience the park is really busy on nice days, all the open fields are being used by people camping, barbecuing, playing ball, soccer, tennis, flying kites, running, walking, fishing. 
Any plans for improvement are welcome as long as it stays open and free.
I'm a daily user of the park going there to breathe, bike ride, run and walk, watch birds.
Been living in Jersey city for 30 years. -thank you.
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Liberty Park is a community asset for the State of New Jersey, Jersey City, the Nation, and the World because the Statue of Liberty is just off its shores. However, it is also a critical point for the ecosystem of one of the largest estuaries in 
the United States. The DEP plans for the restoration of wetlands and saltwater marshes are excellent plans that support their essential resources. It is a unique area for migration from birds and insects within the Eastern Flyway. One 
can build playgrounds and stadiums in the many places available for development in Jersey City. The Green Acres trust terms and agreement must preserve this as parkland, not another development zone supported and lobbied for by a 
wealthy property owner and paid advocates. All people in the city will benefit from the ecosystem restoration that would have been here and will add resilience to it and the development surrounding it. Race does not determine whether 
nature is vital for physical and mental health.  It will also reduce the heating by providing natural cooling to the surrounding areas. There are active recreation facilities in the area that Jersey City needs funding to restore, and a baseball 
and softball complex and stadium are a little bit away from being neglected and much more acceptable to the population the advocates for active recreation and stadiums want to serve. An Ice Rink at Pershing Field Park has been 
mostly closed for the last two seasons. It needs an overhaul to make chillers more sustainable year-round, which already has supported local teams. So this, for example, is needed more and should be located within the neighborhoods 
and populations.

266

We are so fortunate to have the large expanse of open land next to the continually developing urban area of Jersey City and beyond. Municipalities around the world are working to create places of calm as a refuge for city dwellers and a 
therapy to thwart depression, a  buffer for the rising temperatures in urban areas,  
and a sanctuary for wildlife. I ask myself, why would we open LSP to commercial development when we already have such a place as a retreat from city life? The DEP has been doing an admirable job of trying to balance the recreational 
needs of the city and maintaining the open areas so needed as a retreat. However, some of the large stadiums and concert venues that have been proposed will only detract from the desirable aspects of parkland. Therefore, I am 
opposed to any addition to the park which would only add more traffic from large events beginning and ending at the same time, causing  congestion, trash, and the noise from large events held at the park which will reverberate and be 
amplified by the surrounding water. The things which we try to escape when we come to a park. At the last meeting I was impressed that it was stated that the DEP is relaxing its view of parkland to include some areas where sport can be 
enjoyed. Let’s all remember what parkland signifies and embrace the discussion that is currently proceeding, but maintain the availability for all to enjoy parkland  without the addition of stadiums and concert venues. We need more 
meetings open to the public, and a requirement for any serving on the committee to listen to public comment. This is after all, still a democracy.

267

I'm speaking as a father of a seven year old, as a resident of Jersey City, as a social studies educator, and as a community leader in my role as president of the Washington Park Association of Hudson County. 
The plan proposed by the People’s Park Foundation to build a stadium and other commercial venues in Liberty State Park not only goes against the public opinion of nearly all local residents, it would be a regional disaster and a national 
embarrassment to allow. Such a project flies in the face of our shared values to protect our children, the Garden State and the democratic institutions Americans herald and seek to lead the world in supporting. What does not do this is 
the Department of Environmental Protection’s project, which is carefully designed to protect the harbor and Jersey City, among other cities just inland, as well as to build up the park to make it more useful, safer and accessible to New 
Jerseyans. 
It's no longer a debate that humans need to act and act decisively to preserve our natural resources and combat climate change. This is abundantly clear in New Jersey, where half the state has in recent memory been ravaged by major 
storm systems and will likely be again. Commercial elements of the PPF’s proposal flies in the face of the mutual understanding New Jerseyans of myriad political persuasions hold- that in order to maintain and preserve our great state, 
we need to be putting in place resiliency plans and infrastructure to protect it. This applies to the shore, to New York Harbor, to the Pine Barrens, to the Water Gap and everything in between and beyond. Projects in key ecological areas 
should and have been carefully designed to ensure not only increased use and appreciation for our natural resources, they will also set us on a trajectory to address our climate reality and put New Jersey in a position of leadership in this 
work nationally and globally. The Department of Environmental Protection’s plan can and will do this.
New Jersey is no stranger to political corruption and has a reputation for outsized party and monetary influences making decisions in spite of the will of the citizens of our state. The outsized influence of billionaires on global politics 
plays out in many places including right here at home, but the United States has the mechanisms to combat this and demonstrate to the world that democracy can work. What the PPF’s plan does is to serve as a demonstration in how 
money can make decisions over a democratic process and over the will of the people. Unfortunately it will also reinforce stereotypes of New Jersey that its people would love to leave to its past.
In an age when democracy is at risk of fading into history, our leaders should be standing up to say we will not capitulate to the interests of rich individuals at the expense of the public and the environment. They should be standing up, 
leading from the front and saying that the public will not sacrifice our environment, our home and the health and well-being of our children for the benefit of the billionaire class. Our leaders should finally be making it clear that they are 
committed to not shouldering the next generation with more economic and environmental debt. Many of our local leaders are, in fact, doing this, including Hoboken Mayor Ravi Bhalla and State Senator Raj Mukherji, who support 
implementing the DEP’s plan.
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Beyond obvious monetary influence issues, the People’s Park Foundation’s plan will with all likelihood one day sit ironically as a set dilapidated venues behind the Statue of Liberty as a message to the world that the voice of the 
American people is not as strong as its richest class; that an entire community and a state government will bend a their knees to a billionaire’s will not because they actually want to, but because that billionaire openly wields political 
power and there is no other choice. It will send the message that those with the golden spoons in the United States make decisions over the masses of immigrants who came through New Jersey’s Golden Door and those who were here 
before it even existed. In an age when environmental justice is at odds with power and influence rather than supported by it, the PPF’s project will stand as a symbol of the injustices done to our children’s generation.
The decision to stay the course with the Department of Environmental Protection’s plan is a simple one and it’s the right one. The question remains as to whether those making this decision believe in New Jersey, in giving our children a 
future and in democracy.

268 I Support the DEP's plan for LSP ! Please DO NOT allow any attempts to privatize or commercialize the park.

269

Liberty State Park is the face of New Jersey to the nation and to the world. As such, it should be a place for all to  be at  "liberty" to "freely" enjoy an open urban space, restored nature, miles of paths and 60 acres of free active recreation.
Massive commercial ventures such as an admission fee 5,000 seat stadium and 7,000 seat commercial concert venue have no place in the park -- there are enough of these commercial places in New Jersey now.
The Fireman's proposal is insulting to the values symbolized by the Statue of Liberty and to all people of New Jersey.
Liberty State Park should be designed "by the people, for the people" as a "state of the art' science based, resilient, sustainable, restored natural area benefiting the health and wellbeing of both people and the environment.
Shame not those who would distort the short and long term plans for Liberty State Park for they own benefit and financial gain.

270

I submitted a comment on 11/16/23 that I still stand by. I have a boat docked at Liberty Landing marina all year long. Both Liberty State Park and the Liberty Landing Marina are jewels that need to compliment one another. In November 
2023, I wrote about my concerns that the 3 planned recreational fields right next to the marina along with the removal of the marina tenant parking area would not only hurt Liberty Landing Marina but could also endanger the boat users 
as emergency vehicles wouldn't have the needed quick access to each dock entrance. Also having 3 recreational fields so close to the marina and the entrance to the Liberty State Park will cause a huge traffic jam with so many people 
coming to both participate in and watch the games. The entrance to the park on Audrey Zapp Drive would be better served as a passive recreational area showing the beauty of the natural park welcoming visitors. A community garden 
with raised vegetable beds and fruit trees run by park staff who can offer tours and classes would be another welcome sight and educational opportunity to learn about upon arrival to the park.
The park should be a source of natural beauty that invites the community to enjoy nature. There should be no commerical stadiums in Liberty State Park! Having areas for people to walk, bike, jog, picnic, garden, and play surrounded by 
the beauty of the natural environment should be the goal of the revitalization program. Having recreational sports fields is important to meet the needs of the community but need to be located in areas in the park that won't create traffic 
congestion which makes coming to the park stressful and pollutes the park's clean air. Liberty State Park does not need a large sports and entertainment complex and Liberty State Park revitalization should not hurt the marina that is so 
successful and adds to the park's attraction. The task force should enhance Liberty State Park and not hurt it.

271

I am a lifelong NJ resident, an avid hiker and biker, and a retired public school teacher who relies on NJ's public parks for recreation and enjoyment. I strongly support the DEP plan for Liberty State Park because it prioritizes nature and 
recreation and sharply limits commercial development. I am opposed to any large stadiums or more privatization of public lands. We have had enough of both in NJ.
LSP already has enough development; keep the park as natural and sustainable as possible while supporting low impact and accessible recreational use. - Thank you.

272

The redevelopment of Liberty State Park should focus on open space, nature and wildlife, and free public recreation options, with particular emphasis on the environment, climate change and flood resiliency.  It should not include large 
sports or performance venues that would commercialize/privatize the park, charge admission and cause the park to be over-developed.  We do not need Meadowlands-like sports complexes in Liberty State Park that charge for 
admission, parking, etc.  The park amenities should be free or very low-cost to accommodate the public.
In addition, close attention should be paid to the cost to operate the public recreation options that are being considered for the park.  Currently, there is much infrastructure in Liberty State Park that is deteriorated and in need of 
improvement.  It appears that the park currently operates with an insufficient budget for infrastructure needs, maintenance and programming, and is quite dependent on the help of volunteers.  If recreation options are added to the park 
that are costly to operate (community centers, swimming pools, etc.), has attention been paid to the future funding sources needed to maintain these spaces and offer programming at them?
To the extent that recreation spaces and programming are needed for the local Jersey City community, we should take a close look at efforts to advocate for these amenities to be placed in Liberty State Park (particularly amenities that 
are more costly to operate, such as community centers and swimming pools, as opposed to hardscape features like playgrounds, sports fields, skateparks, etc.).  Advocates for placing these amenities in Liberty State Park should shift 
their focus to lobbying the municipal government of Jersey City.  It is the responsibility of the City to provide recreation spaces and programming for its residents.  Many of the City recreation facilities nearby Liberty State Park are 
currently in disrepair - efforts should be made to hold the City accountable.  Also, there is rampant development in the City near Liberty State Park.  To the extent that more cost-intensive active recreation facilities and programming are 
needed, pressure should be put on the City to provide those options for its residents using land that is being developed.  New Jersey state parks are woefully underfunded and many are in general disrepair; it is not wise to shift onto NJ 
state parks the responsibility to build and operate recreational facilities that Jersey City should be providing for its residents.  The municipal government should be held accountable for the needs of local Jersey City residents.
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Liberty State Park, in it's current state of open green spaces and paths is the most efficient and flexible use of space.
An open swathe of grass can be used to:
picnic
play frisbee
play with a soccer ball
play catch
play a pickup game of volleyball
fly a kite
etc
A basketball court can be used to:
play basketball
that's it
A baseball field can be used to:
play baseball
play softball
that's it.

273 cont'd

And baseball fields in particular require a certain amount of organization. While a couple of people could spontaneously play with a basketball hoop, to make actual use of a baseball diamond, you need 2 organized teams.
When dedicated sports fields are not used for that specific sport they lie empty and awkward between games and during the off season.
Dedicated sports fields are of no use to people who don't play that particular sport; people with infants; elderly people. 
Dedicated sports fields serve a small minority of the population some of the time. 
Open fields serve the vast majority of the population all of the time.
Paths can be used to:
walk
run
bike
rollerskate/rollerblade
scooter
push baby carriages
Paths can be used at any time of the day or year by anyone at any age.
On any day you will see Liberty State park used by a tremendous variety - and number - of people. No space is empty. Every space is used and appreciated and NEEDED.
Jersey City is currently well served by various city and county parks as far as dedicated sports fields are concerned. In 49 years of living here, 21 years of parenting here, I have NEVER heard anyone say, "oh, if only my 
soccer/baseball/football team had a field to play in" THEY HAVE THEM ALREADY. There are plenty. The idea of using limited, valuable, waterfront property to serve a tiny number of people (and, yes, there are a relatively TINY number of 
people who play on sports teams compared to the full population of Jersey City, Hudson County, and outside visitors to LSP) is absurd and, frankly, misguided at best and evil at worst.
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I was in attendance  at the March 2, 2024  DEP hearing at the LSP  Rail terminal.
I am a cousin of Liberty State Park Co-founder,  AUDREY ZAPP.   Cousin Audrey was 
a sweetheart and an "environmentalist", and definitely would NOT be in favor of the proposed plans for commercialization, or any stadium or  commercial concert venue.  She would abhor the large paved parking lots necessitated by 
such proposed uses, and their unavoidable large impervious drainage area.  She would be disgusted by the obfuscation being employed by the "moneyed interest" attempting to confuse youth athletic facilities - public ball fields and 
basketball courts -  with the proposed commercial stadium and concert venue, and any golf course expansion.  Furthermore, she would be heartbroken  by the "moneyed interest's" attempts to pit the Jersey City youth  sports 
community against  Sam Pesin and the Friends of Liberty State Park.  She would be very dismayed by the  degree to which the DEP Commissioner and "Design Task Force" apparently are being swayed by these efforts of  the "moneyed 
interest".
                    On a more personal note,  I would recommend and request that any further "public hearings" necessitating a ZOOM computer audience also provide an auxiliary sound / speaker system, as the acoustics of the rail terminal 
made it very difficult to HEAR. -  Thank you.

275

Comments Phase 1B: Public amenities along the Audrey Zapp Drive corridor  
a.  The proposed community center would be a positive addition for LSP and the local Jersey City residents with minimal impact to traffic along Audrey Zapp Drive.  
b. Northern Athletics Hub: as presented during the recent public meeting this area requires reconsideration. It is clear that a football field, soccer field and baseball field do not fit into this area to adequately play the sports listed and 
require substantive parking and support amenities that are not considered in the proposal. Perhaps a single multipurpose field for this area with dedicated parking for this field and dedicated parking for the Marina residents.  
c. CRRNJ train shed: the proposed covered outdoor public community space and marketplace is an excellent addition to LSP. The question of who runs this still remains to be sure this venue is accessible to all demographics that visit 
the park and does not become economically out of reach for visitors. 
d. Arts and cultural spaces with harbor/skyline backdrop: This proposed enhancement of the field located at the end of Audrey Zapp Drive adjacent to the existing parking area would be welcome and consistent with LSP mission. I have 
concerns about accessibility for the inclusion of an outdoor amphitheater that was proposed during the March meeting. In addition the location was not appropriate and is better suited for green infrastructure and ecological 
enhancements. 
Comments Phase 2: Holistic Long-Term Master Plan 
a. In general the preliminary schematic planning for the various areas of the park appear to be consistent with the mission for LSP. I am especially in favor of the enhancement of coastal wetland habitat along the freedom way waterfront 
areas. This should be a priority when considering how soft infrastructure can become opportunities for restoration of indigenous flora and fauna to be enjoyed by visitors and provide protection for storm events.  
b. The proposed location for a southern athletic hub seems appropriate as it will keep the majority of vehicle traffic for this destination outside of the park, but a traffic study would be necessary as proposed venues are considered.  
When considering proposed recreations venues none of them should be private for profit facilities. The Park is already making an exception in their mission to develop recreational sports facilities and in doing so they need to be open 
and free to the public. The scale and size should be small and not present a detriment to the local flora and fauna as the mere creation of them is already destroying an existing mature ecosystem that has providing benefits to one of the 
densely populated areas of the state.  
c. Overall there will need to be additional iterations of the future plans of this area that include input from the public and experts to determine if the preliminary area designated for the southern recreational hub is appropriate and does 
not provide any long term detriment to the local ecological systems in the Park.

276

Please ensure funds are allocated for the Empty Sky Memorial to recognize NJ’s 9/11 responders (I am one), restore the landscape and uplighting at the base of the memorial walls to honor the victims’ names at night with dignity and 
respect and to modernize the outdated technology of the digital directories in order to locate a name on the memorial walls. On last visit I was unable to locate the name of someone I was looking for. Thank you.
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My husband and I have a boat slipped at LLM for over 10 years. During seasonal spring, summer, fall weather the parking lot dedicated to the marina and it's residents is full and often finding a space close enough to off load provisions is 
impossible. Looking at the plans, the green space throughout the park has been enlarged exponentially across all areas without providing any appropriate additional parking for the dedicated sports fields, nature preserves, and trails. 
For the engineers and designers of this project to assume most citizens arriving via mass transit, is a pipe dream. Let's compare the Science Centers dedicated parking area, the existing 2 restaurants, ferry terminal, the marina, and the 
parking area behind the rail terminal. There is no way you have accounted for the overflow of park enthusiasts, including those who will attend weekly team competitions and playoffs throughout the year. Soccer with its popularity 
encompasses dozens of teams with 25 members or more, the same as football. Those team players will not be arriving by foot or Train, they will be arriving in car/van loads filled with family members all dumping out into the park. You 
have not provided any parking for all the individual needs of each of the residents of the marina, restaurant diners, large banquet halls and their guests, the ferry and its commuters and finally those who visit the park for recreation or bird 
watching. Yes, the design is lovely but not practical, perhaps in the middle of NYC where there are dozens of subways and buses to support such a park and its visitors. Quite frankly the sports area (Phase 1B) should be placed in the 50 
acre area of phase 2A where the stadium for track and field is proposed. Seriously? a stadium for track and field vs football, soccer, and baseball fields?  Which do you believe will be of more use to park goers in a city such as Jersey City 
directly across from NYC? Any recreational space intended to be built adjacent to a residential area must be more critically studied and researched. Do you have any idea how difficult it is for those living on their vessels 24/7 at Liberty 
Landing marina have at offloading provisions, animals, guests to board their boats is especially difficult if you've now moved their parking hundreds of feet away from the dockhouse in order to obtain access. In winter the water is turned 
off and now residents must take their own 150' foot hoses and connect to various insulated water bibs to replenish their water holding tanks. The reason so many live aboard vessels is to remain, work and live in New Jersey. The docking 
slip fees have become so exorbitant it equals or exceeds property tax in many NJ townships. My husband lives on our boat because he works throughout New York Harbor, our resident home is in southern New Jersey and if he had to 
commute, the stress and drive would eventually take his life at 70 years of age. Please consider re-designing the Liberty State Park Revitalization program so your intended "vision" works for everyone including their parking of vehicles 
transporting them there!

278

Friends at NJDEP,
Myself and fellow nature enthusiasts enjoy Liberty State Park for its passive recreation and natural setting. We value and prioritize places to sit and picnic in the park, enjoy and learn about its shortline i.e. at Caven Point, and experience 
the park from the water i.e. from the park's kayaking tours. We also have a deep appreciation for what the Friends of Liberty State Park do, which includes beautifying the park with plantings. 
New Jersey is expected to reach total build out in our lifetimes, making natural spaces our most precious resource (and not sports arenas, concert band shells, and associated parking lots). With the metropolis and built environment all 
around and closing in, let's keep Liberty State Park a passive, green, natural space, for the people of NJ and the surrounding areas to enjoy, and especially the people of Jersey City, who bear the brunt of all the negative effects of having 
little to no nature in their community.

279

Liberty State Park should be protected .Why is our environment consistently threatened by these greedy land grabbers who care nothing about our environment and our citizens. I don't understand how special interests have any power 
our the Department of environmental protection. State Parks should be protected by our government not by lobbyists and land developers!

280

I am upset at the continued proposal of traffic-causing, high-ticket facilities disturbing the urban oasis that is Liberty State Park.  The DEP plan carefully balanced preservation of the flood-control capability of the less-developed center 
area of the park with more active recreational and community areas, and included a shuttle service that has been much needed since the Christie administration ended bus service within the park.  In a city with 38% of households 
without access to a car, it does not make sense for such a large park to not includes transportation options.  A medium-sized amphitheatre on the shore makes sense; the massive developments suggested by Mr. Fireman and his 
colleagues does not; those would change, for the worse, the character of the park.  Use the expertise of scientists and urban planners, not the greed of would-be developers, as your guide.
Please stick to the original state plan, carefully worked out to take community needs into account, and reject the proposed high-cost options that focus on profit instead of quality of life.
It is also important that the task force—the value of which I question, but what is done is done—hear from the public at every opportunity.  Members calling for closed-door hearings and walking out on public comment should be 
removed from the task force; they obviously have their own agenda that conflicts with the task force’s objective of serving the public (and if the task force has any other objective, it should simply be disbanded forthwith).
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Over many years, as Vice President of International Business Development and Operations for a major environmental/engineering company, I often entertained delegations of foreign clients and engineers by taking them to Liberty State 
Park (LSP) for an unparalleled view of the Manhattan skyline, Statue of Liberty, etc.  Invariably the visitors were awed by the view, but what they particularly admired was the huge, open green space and the tranquility of LSP so close to a 
very urban setting.
And so it should be for a State Park which, by definition, "is an area  created for the protection of its natural beauty and importance in history" , NOT for its commercial exploitation and major entertainment venues!
Over the last twenty years, Jersey City has undergone an explosive construction growth which has left the city with major traffic congestion and other associated problems.  This explosion, unfortunately, has not included any additional 
green spaces, so what the city desperately needs is more open green space, not major commercial venues that would gobble up some of the precious existing green spaces while adding to the already untenable traffic congestion and 
pollution of all sorts.
As an engineer and nature lover, I believe that DEP has already made a major concession to the request of a small minority of urbanites who demand more "recreational facilities" for their youth by designating 60 acres for future 
recreational facilities.  This is actually a huge area, perhaps even too large in proportion to the overall size of the park, and certainly more than is found in any State Park in this and other states of the country.
It is imperative, therefore, that DEP hold firm and resist the private and political pressure exerted by special interest groups to include in their plan the construction of a large sports complex and entertainment center. 
The vast majority of the public wants LSP to remain, first and foremost, the green oasis in an urban setting that allows people to seek refuge from the urban din and enjoy nature without restrictions, undue pollution or the need to travel 
hundreds of miles from home. Please don't be swayed by misplaced and selfish interests!  Thank you.

282

I’ve been going to This park with my wife for over 25 years.  The thing that makes us come back time after time is the natural unspoiled beauty of the park.  It’s quiet and peaceful.  We walk the paths for hours, eat lunch on the lawn and 
relax.  I cannot think of a bigger travesty than to allow permanent commercial facilities to be built on this property.  The fact that a billionaire businessman is paying off many people in order to build his empire bigger at the expense of the 
taxpayers makes me sick.  Enough of this already.  Is there anything in NJ that isn’t up for bid to the highest bidder.  The EPA should be ashamed of themselves for even letting this get this far.  Maybe we need to investigate every single 
politician and EPA who is jumpng on to this money grab and get some closure.  Enough with the corruption in NJ… stop pandering to the rich and provide millions of hard working taxpayers with the outdoor facilities they deserve.  Keep 
The park as it is please… it’s perfect as is!!

283

I am against the development plans for the commercialization of Liberty State Park.  Liberty State Park , an open, natural space enjoyed by a multitude of people is a beautiful, NEEDED respite in the middle of our dense, urban area.  Its 
purpose IS being fulfilled  -  it provides a beautiful, safe, natural landscape with a million dollar view of NYC for everyone to enjoy in their own way.  It's a refuge for us - where people and nature connect - both physically and mentally.  
I, for one,  do not want our park converted into a commercialized area.  We already have places like that as there are no shortage of commercialized venues for entertainment and recreation in our State.  What we need is our PARK!  
PLEASE don't turn one of the last natural landscapes in the middle of our City into a commercialized venue.
There's a reason why Central Park is one of the jewels for the people of NYC and one of top-rated tourist attractions in Manhattan.  People NEED nature, quiet and places of respite!
I'm not so naive to not understand that money talks - but if legislation passes to turn this natural jewel into a commercialized zone (as per the plan), there will be no turning back and the beauty and reprieve that this land gives us will be 
gone forever, not just for us, but our children and their children.   That would truly be a tragedy.   

284

I am a resident of Jersey City and visit the park weekly. I believe Njdep has an obligation to select a path forward which preserves the use of the space as a PARK and remains beneficial for all users. It would be disastrous for any of the 
park to be lost to a plan clearly represented by people whose interests are purely financial and do not truly care about the longevity and sustainability of the park. The Njdep should prioritize restoring the park for use as a open recreation 
space, improving flood resiliance, and separating the corrupt influences (peoples park foundation funded by Mr. Fireman) that erode the public trust in any future planning activities.
I oppose large sport complexes which I believe are not conceived with a equitable and long term plan.
I support and am excited by the Njdep plan of restoring flood wetlands in the park n

285 Please allow the completion of the project at the Liberty State Park!
286 Leave LSP alone!  This is the one place a family, a person, friends, "City People" can come to see actual nature!  Do NOT "revitalize" it with parking lots, structures, traffic jams and noise.  Leave it alone.

287

In my view there should be some recreational spaces, epecially small scoocer fields, pickleball courts and basketball courts. But the emphasis should be on natural spaces. There is already a small stadium on the outskirts of the park at 
Caven point. I 'd rather see that improved and expanded than a spectater stadium put in LSP. 
One thing that I have not seen discussed is transpotation to the park from the rest of Jersey City. As far as I can tell, there is no public transportation to LSP from, for example, Grove Street, Journal Square, Exchange Place or anywhere 
else. Basically, you need a car to get there (or a bike). I don't know if regular bus service is possible, but that it would increase usage of the park whatever form it takes.

288

I support the DEP's revitalization plan.  I have lived in Jersey City for nearly 20 years, and I enjoy Liberty State Park frequently. I think it is an amazing public resource. It is one of Jersey City's biggest amenities, like Central Park in NYC. We 
do not need a billionaire's golf course or a commercial concert venue. The park should benefit the people who live and pay taxes here.
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I oppose the commercial venues plans for Liberty State Park. Instead of a commercial venue and stadium with its fees and traffic, I would prefer a more democratic, scientific revitalization process that incorporates interior habitats with 
a flood resiliency plan and wetlands, open space and miles of paths for all to enjoy. It would also compliment the Liberty State Science Center and birding hotspot Caven Point, and act not unlike the new Cape May Science Center does 
in south Jersey where it's been proven that people (especially urban folk) will flock to places that offer opportunities to get outside and enjoy nature while learning about the natural environment. Thank you.

290

I think it's fantastic that so much of this park will be cleaned up and opened to the public. I believe we should do our best to keep it clean and open, and that will require protecting it from corporate entities with special, selfish interests. I 
certainly support the creation of new athletic fields and would even go so far as to support an amphitheater for concerts (though preferably nature-inspired and owned and operated by a government entity a la Red Rocks in Denver), but 
these features should not be touched by interloping billionaires who pursue this land for themselves by manipulating the public. 
I would also love to see some more pedestrian trails, both paved and unpaved, winding through the new areas.

291 Do not take away the greenery and peacefulness of the park. Big NO to creating sports stadium and entertainment complex in Liberty State Park

292

After 20 years, and 3 major phases of construction, the State’s official September 11th Memorial, known as the “Empty Sky Memorial” remains incomplete with key features of its design – previously constructed and put into place – 
destroyed. Moreover a meaningful portion of New Jersey’s 9/11 victims—the responders, recovery workers, and survivors—who have formally requested to have their contributions and sacrifices recognized at the State’s September 
11th Memorial have yet to be included. 
Please integrate a tribute to recognize NJ’s 9/11 responders, recovery workers, and survivors and recognize NJ’s 9/11 continued sacrifice with dignity and respect. (This tribute would be integrated into an area of reflection in the northern 
portion of the site that was an area proposed in the memorial’s original design yet was not built). Restore the uplighting at base of memorial walls to honor the victims’ names at night with dignity and respect. These lights remain broken 
and need to be restored to the original candle-light glow radiance. Include an educational component explaining the meaning of 9/11 from New Jersey’s perspective. Modernize and make accessible (language) the outdated technology 
of the digital directories in order to locate a name on the memorial walls. Our hope is that the Empty Sky Memorial can be completed and restored before 2026 which will be the 25th anniversary of 9/11, the 50th anniversary of Liberty 
State Park, and when the World Cup will hit New Jersey.

293 This is outrageous! People move to jersey city purely for the peace and open space and you want to commercialise this place! Absolutely not! It’s so beautiful and natural. Please don’t ruin it

294

The "Empty Sky Memorial" is a piece of art that has meaning way beyond its site. The victims and the response to 9/11 are remembered in a meaningful way. Everything possible should be done to restore and finish this site, that pays 
tribute to responders, recovery workers and survivors of these horrific events.   Since NJ played a central role in the recovery work, this memorial needs to be not only finished but also celebrated. It brings people together and gives them 
a perspective on history that is necessary in order to not only recognize contributions and sacrifices that people from NJ made but it also gives a particular view toward the physical site. After 20+ years it is necessary that the work finally 
will be completed.

295

I’ve recently moved to the Communipaw area from Brooklyn. During the past several months I’ve been learning about the area and the history of LSP. Eventually I stumbled on the plans for restoration and active/passive uses for the 
park. I was thrilled to see so much planned for LSP, which while lovely, doesn’t yet live up to the grandeur and enjoyment of Prospect Park, Governor’s Island or Central Park. The current plans will put the park on a similar level, while 
making it unique to the region.
The more I dig into the plans the more I’ve discovered that everything isn’t necessarily a done deal. That a certain billionaire continues to try to weasel his money into the process in the hopes of building an entertainment complex on a 
large section of the park land. I hope the DEP can stay true to its vision and keep steadfast in its plans to make the park a place for all and an opportunity to restore nature in the densest region of our country.
In regards to the 1B and 2 phases, the plans as is are exciting and wonderful, and I particularly like the improved access around Johnston Ave, including the dog park and natural play area. Plus a roundabout to hopefully make the 
primary entrance for pedestrians more pleasant and safe.
My suggestions are the following:
- Continue finding ways to increase access to the park via bike/pedestrian paths from adjacent neighborhoods. 
- Calm traffic on Philips Street, the roundabout proposal is great, but cars will continue to fly down the remaining stretch along/past the science center.
- Continue to find ways to create natural woodlands, marshlands and hiking opportunities. Much of the existing park is made up of grass fields that are rarely used but for the occasional flock of geese.
- Consider a botanical garden perhaps focused around marshes, bogs, and wetlands.
- Keep vehicular access and parking within the interior of the park to a minimum. Personal vehicles create noise, pollution, and ruin the ability for people to connect with a bit of nature in one of the densest places in our country. Plus 
parking eats up vast swaths of land that can be used for far better purposes. -Thanks!
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There is a great vision for Liberty State Park. It is rooted in a truly accessible, open and uncongested park which preserves the most vital and the most threatened resource in New York Harbor and the NJ Hudson waterfront south of the 
GW Bridge. This precious resource has multiple dimensions:
- Wetlands which protect developed areas;
- Habitat for wildlife; and
- Open space so lacking in Jersey City and Hudson County.
This precious resource is Liberty State Park. It is the Liberty State Park preserved and protected by Friends of LSP,  a Park with the DEP's interior habitat's plan, a Park which provides flood resiliency and carefully limits development. This 
is a vision supported both by science and by strong, consistent, decades-long public action. It is NOT a park with a Sports and Entertainment Complex whose commercial features are available elsewhere in the region.
Liberty State Park is a unique feature in the region. If lost, it cannot be regained. As a long-term Jersey City resident, who uses the Park in multiple ways, I urge the rejection of the Fireman plan.

297 I would like to voice my strong opposition to the proposal to have a sports arena at liberty state park and dusrupt our peaceful use of the oark.
298 Liberty State Park should remain as it is, basically  a place for family and friends to relax and enjoy the outdoors.  No other state park has what the Billionaire is trying to do here.

299

Power hungry and greedy politicians have destroyed Jersey City sufficiently . We need this speck of beauty and nature to remain  as it was intended for all of the environmental issues and just because it is the right thing to do. A concept 
now forgotten in our modern woke world.

300 There’s enough development.. key our protect lands protect!

301

I commend and support the DEP's Revitalization plan. I value the balance of open space and wildlife habitat, which is important for people's mental health and provides value in youth nature clubs, as well as other nature-focused 
community groups. These spaces make our communities stronger. This is one of our few sizable green spaces with a lot of wildlife and places for people to enjoy different types of recreation and the current plan keeps the spirit of that. 
I am also thrilled with the free recreation spaces for sports and other activities. 
I don't want commercial spaces, gigantic developments like stadiums or race tracks. That's not what we need or want.

302

The LSP has been a big part of my life including the generation of people before me. We love the park in all of its beauty and it is the one place most to unwind and enjoy with their families. We do not want to see it turned into a stadium, 
or arena, or retail spaces, or condos, etc. We want to be able to enjoy walking and relaxing and bike riding and picnics with our loved ones. This should be a sacred and protected space for all to enjoy. -Thank you

303 I agree
304 I am in favor of the DEPs revitalization Olán and against commercial development. Keep Liberty Park free and open!

305

I mostly like the plan.  I had not considered the park as a place for soccer fields or basketball courts, but I'm not necesarilly opposed to it, as long as they are small, and free for everyone to use.  I *AM* absolutely opposed to closing 
fields and courts and charging admission - any admission - to watch.  There are two simple details required to keep the park free (in addition to remaining vigilent to special interest groups with lots of money.)
First, keep the number of spectator seats low.  I have lived in Jersey City for the past 18 years, and have raised two kids here.  I have been to many, many soccer games, swim meets and track meets.  I know how many fans show up for a 
kids soccer game.  It's about 3 or 4 for every player on the field.  Maybe 5 would be a stretch.  A 5000 seat arena is completely unnecessary and not at all in the public interest, unless there are 1000 kids on the soccer field, which I think 
there are not.  The second requirement is that there should be no fence around the fields.  As soon as there is a fence there is the temptation for someone to charge a dollar or ten or one hundred.  No doubt they would argue that they 
need to charge this admission to recover some of the costs of building an expensive stadium.  If the state can't afford a high end stadium, then it should not build one.  And even if it can build one, it should not be in a state park.  The park 
is for public use, not private profit.
To be clear, we in Jersey City and the surrounding area need more open space.  This is a wonderful opportunity.  What we do not need is more sports arenas or concert venues.  Not because I don't like them!  There are probably more 
sports arenas and concert venues within 10 miles of LSP than in any other point in the US.  We don't miss out on big stars, we don't miss out on big sporting events.  That's not what we lack!

306

I am writing to urge the Task Force to protect Liberty State Park from large commercial venues - like a stadium, ticketed arena or other for-profit enterprise. Liberty State Park is a treasured sanctuary that provides open space, clean air, 
and access to nature and the waterfront for anyone who enters the park. We welcome the NJDEP's improvement plans for the park, which include an additional 61 acres of active recreation and 165 acres of diverse nature habitats. 
There are plenty of places in Jersey City to build a stadium, racetrack, large concert venue or other commercial proposal without forever destroying the last parcels of truly open space available to the public - and to the remaining wildlife 
- in the region. Sincerely, Heather Gibbons

307

Please preserve Liberty State Park as a place of exercise and recreation with minimal barriers to such activities like anything that would increase traffic or fees necessary to access the park. The area has SO few places left that are 
pleasant for biking in particular; please do not add stadiums or anything else geared toward commercial value. Thank you.
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308

I am in favor of adding athletic fields, such as what the DEP has previously proposed for Liberty State Park. While LSP is a State Park for all New Jerseyans to enjoy, this will no doubt benefit Jersey City residents the most. I also believe 
Jersey City legislators should be spending time focusing on additional recreational facilities throughout the city and should not be leaving LSP to shoulder the burden from the lack of investment in their own city parks and schools.
I have no interest in seeing commercial enterprises such as a sports stadium or performing arts center. I don't believe they have any place in public parks.
I am in agreement with the DEPs most recent diversion plans to provide flood mitigation, recreation and space for wildlife. I do not understand why a new commission has been created to review the plans which it is my understanding 
were already arrived after a majority consensus of feedback.

309

I totally oppose any commercial entertainment and sports venue that Fireman and his associates are proposing for Liberty State Park.  Jersey City NEEDS green space and nature. Liberty State Park is a park and should remain that way.  
The DEP's science-based spectacular Interior habitats plan, a flood resiliency plan with wetlands, open space and miles of paths are what we need - not more commercial venues...
All Jersey City is doing is building, building and more building. WE are so fortunate to have this spectacular State Park and we need to keep it that way.
There are may surrounding areas around Jersey City that already have massive entertainment and sports facilities.
We don't need any more in Jersey City. Keep Liberty State Park the way it is!

310 Please leave LSP to the public.

311

Liberty State Park is the reason I moved to Jersey City and why I bought a home here. It is the gem in the crown of our shoreline and a welcoming space for all. It's hard to believe a proposal to privatize some of this space would even be 
considered, especially for the crown jewel of Jersey City. Especially for us runners - and I know I speak for the hundreds of us in Jersey City Runners and many more besides - it's simply unthinkable that our favorite destination 
(sometimes several times a week) would be sliced and diced. We stand against any privatization. There have to be other ways to raise revenue. Let's not destroy a shining symbol of democratic rights and privileges, right next to the 
statue that upholds those values for the world.

312

I don't know why this is an issue.  All state parks in other states don't have this problem.  California, Colorado, Ohio, Texas, Washington, Yosemite, and all the rest.  Nobody can build on that land.  National Parks and all.  Protected.  Why 
is Liberty State Park in NJ constantly under this threat?  From all sides.  Why is this even allowed?  Just stop it already.  Hey chief.  You got your golf course, a little marina, a fancy dinning hall, and the views of New York City to impress 
your millionaire friends.   
       Leave the park the way it's been since the Friends of Liberty Park was formed many years ago.  Small improvements to trails or landscaping things if you deem it proper, take care of it.   NJ is sadly known in this country for graft and 
shady things.  Throw some money at a governor and watch him dance.  Don't let them do it this time.  DEP, New Jersey, citizens of Jersey City, we must stop this.  If we don't every year it will be the same thing.  Thank you

313 The continued onslaught to wrest control of LSP from residents to include wildlife is despicable. Decades later we still must fight. This could be stopped but isn't. Plastic bag Murphy - what an abysmal hypocritical, environmental failure.

314

Liberty State Park is a beautiful piece of public land that should be preserved for people to enjoy, animals and plants to live in, and wetlands to preserve our delicate, flood-threatened coast—not for one billionaire to impose his will on 
the rest of New Jersey. Reject the absurd and obscene overdevelopment wish list of Fireman’s paid-off “task force” and keep the plans ecologically conscious.

315

This park has been a staple for the community, the county and the state itself. To alter it with lack of consideration for its wildlife, educational, and recreational purposes shows the governments alliance to uphold money and revenue 
over its residents, (animals and humans alike), well being. 
The area has been appreciated by those who actively use it and have had access to it for decades. To limit access by building commercial properties and entry fees defeats the purpose of holding this landmark and city to any integrity. It 
is a clear reminder on who to vote for when it comes to having resident issues addressed.

316

Liberty State Park belongs to the people of New Jersey. It is a much-needed oasis for us here in Hudson County, a place to be outside and enjoy all the benefits of being in nature. 
If Mr. Fireman truly believes the park is underutilized, he should leave his millionaires' golf club and come mingle with us hoi polloi. See how our children enjoy the space to run, play, kick a ball, fly a kite. See how we picnic, exercise, 
bird-watch, clean and maintain our park. Of course, he would never do this -- he has already demonstrated he has no regard for those of us living here. 
Spaces like LSP are sacrosant and need to be  protected from robber barons such as Mr. Fireman.

317 Restore + Complete the EMPTY SKY MEMORIAL by 2026
318 I feel this park is almost perfect the way it sits, we do not need any alterations or modifications from the anyone but the friends of liberty state park and or make it be approved of by them.
319 I am all for the DEP's Liberty State Park revitalization plan.

320

Please do not let fireman and his builders ruin Liberty State Park this is a park for the people unlike his Golf Course which he stated would be a golf course for the people of JC but unless you are rich you can’t afford, please this is not a 
park that needs a water park so he can make more money , if you need a water park or sports facilities use rt 440

321 For the locals, not the intruders
322 I do not support the Design Task Force for the Liberty State Park. Not Phase 1B, and Phase 2.
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323

I am a Jersey City resident since 2009 and am extremely opposed to the plan to build a sporting facility in Liberty State Park. The park should remain as open land with free access to all. It is also an important ground for animals. Please 
do not further develop it! Jersey City needs more parks, not less.

324

The Liberty State Park revitalization plan represents a significant opportunity to transform and enhance one of New Jersey's most cherished public spaces. As a place of natural beauty, historical significance, and cultural importance, 
Liberty State Park holds a special place in the hearts of residents and visitors alike. The revitalization plan aims to build upon this legacy by investing in improvements that will benefit the community for generations to come.
I have always taken pride in consistently opposing efforts aimed at the over development of or commercialization of Liberty State Park for decades. I also have faith and respect the DEP Commissioners stewardship on this issue.  
One of the key aspects of the revitalization plan is the enhancement of park infrastructure. This includes upgrades to facilities such as picnic areas, playgrounds, and restrooms, as well as improvements to pathways, lighting, and 
signage. By modernizing and maintaining these essential amenities, the park will become more accessible and welcoming to all who visit.
In addition to physical improvements, the revitalization plan also seeks to expand and diversify the park's programming. This includes the development of new recreational opportunities, such as hiking trails, bike paths, and water sports 
facilities. It also involves the creation of educational programs, cultural events, and community outreach initiatives that will engage visitors of all ages and backgrounds.
Furthermore, the revitalization plan aims to preserve and protect the park's natural resources. This includes initiatives to restore and enhance habitats for wildlife, improve water quality, and promote sustainable practices throughout 
the park. By prioritizing environmental stewardship, the plan ensures that Liberty State Park will remain a haven for biodiversity and a model of conservation for years to come.
Importantly, the revitalization plan is being developed with input from the community. Public engagement sessions, surveys, and consultations have been conducted to gather feedback and ideas from residents, stakeholders, and park 
users. This collaborative approach ensures that the revitalization plan reflects the needs and desires of the community it serves.
Overall, the Liberty State Park revitalization plan is a visionary and ambitious undertaking that has the potential to transform the park into a world-class destination. By investing in infrastructure, programming, and environmental 
stewardship, the plan will create new opportunities for recreation, education, and community engagement. I am confident that with careful planning, thoughtful implementation, and ongoing community involvement, the revitalization of 
Liberty State Park will benefit all who enjoy this treasured resource for years to come.

325

Liberty State Park is an essential public asset that one cannot put a price on.  No private group or citizen should be given any ownership or control over the Park.  It should remain in public trust so that all may experience and appreciate 
the relatively small oasis of nature that remains in a region of increasingly dense development and urbanization.  Please protect our park!

326

I’ve been a resident of the community for 15 years residing on Monitor Street, the first residential street upon exiting the park on the west side. The park serves as an oasis for the community. I strongly oppose a stadium, development of 
large buildings, private golf course expansion, and sporting complexes. The community does not want these establishments here! Liberty State Park is not the place for it. 
Can we for once get it right here and protect this land from outside development? Please allow the park to remain the oasis that it is with wildlife, walking trails, and small playgrounds for children. Please retain the large lawns of 
greenery & grass.

327

It would be nice to have more trees and benches for people having shade and places to sit down. In terms of sports venues, I would recommend keeping it low - maybe a beach volleyball court, basketball court, ping pong tables on the 
south side - but other than that it would be a pity to overload the park with sports venues and in this way destroy its value as a quiet area for relaxation, for people to enjoy their picknicks, for walking, running and bicycling. 
The northern area does not lend itself to ball fields - particularly not baseball or football that nobody uses. Maybe a public soccer field... I think the lawn north of the access road could be turned into a big community garden where 
people could be given small allotments. It would be great to have it full of flowers and kids experimenting with seeds and growing plants. 
I would not destroy the cobble stone road - so few cobble stone roads left - to me it has historic value...

328 The last thing we need is another arena!  Why can't we have green space?  Why must every square inch be built upon?  AS if we don't have enough problems with traffic congestion!
329 preserve liberty state park natural outlook and reject any uber commercial development. Park should be developed with more trees and walkways and natural enhancements for public usage.

330

I write to support the completion and restoration of the Empty Sky Memorial, an important and long overdue task to honor  
New Jersey’s 9/11 first responders, recovery workers, and survivors and recognize the state's contribution. Restoration must include the 65 autumn-flowering memorial trees and the uplighting at base of memorial walls to honor the 
victims’ names at night. Technological updating and the inclusion of an educational component specific to New Jersey must be part of this effort.

331 There’s already a golf course … that’s more then enough
332 i pray that these  heartless people  get some guts and leave nature alone, and stop being so  unselfish, make the decision to love. thank you.

333 Liberty State Park in Jersey City is a staple park in NJ. Part of what makes the park so special is the Empty Sky Memorial. I would like to see improvements made to the park and efforts should continue to keep the park maintained.
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334

Liberty State Park is a unique resource as is and the plans to remediate the inaccessible areas are wise and deserving of support. The park provides an outstanding green space to the residents of Jersey City. Filling that space with 
stadiums and theaters that will host for-pay events as well as taking all the space needed for the parking those event spaces require will damage the Jersey City community greatly.
On any nice day, the park is full of people enjoying themselves. They are not generating revenue for wealthy investors from Brookline MA, like Mr. Fireman they are enjoying a public park.
The traffic around the park continues to get worse especially as Bayonne adds housing at a huge pace and residents seek to avoid the tolls on the turnpike. Bringing in thousands of cars from wherever for events  will only make the lives 
of local residents, like myself, more difficult.
Finally, the efforts to commercialize the park carry a huge stench of corruption: of: local people being paid to foster animosity and tension between religions and races; and of politicians locally and in Trenton being paid off to keep the 
issue of the commercial development of the park alive.
No other State Park has been "commercialized" in the way that is envisaged for LSP.  There is no reason to start here.

335 Parks are a necessity for humans and animals.  They provide open space, environmental benefits, recreation and a habitat.

336

I am concerned about the threats that Liberty State Park is under. We have never seen such threats to other STATE PARKS. What a view of NYC can do for people to forget about our environment that our people from Jersey City and all 
over the country, the world enjoy daily. A piece of green beauty, rarely to be seen in the area has become a bounty to the best lobbist, the best wallet. Please consider the ethical value on this matter, and there is one when you are 
fighting for power and not even thinking of the environment and the much need for communities to still have the right to be part of it.

337

I beg you to reject stadium and sport complex proposals currently underway for Liberty State Park. As a neighbor, LSP is critical to my daily physical and mental well-being. It is the closest thing I have to a backyard. During Covid 
lockdowns it was essential as one of the few places we could go for exercise, and not be around people who put us at risk. Current proposals by groups backed by billionaire land-grabber Paul Fireman lack foresight. To develop LSP 
would be a travesty. City streets can not handle the traffic these facilities would bring. Native plants and animals would suffer. I am constantly amazed at the diversity of fauna roaming the untamed areas of the park. Please, let this one 
little corner of Jersey City remain wild!

338

SAY NO TO DEVELOPING/RUINING LIBERTY STATE PARK,IT SHOULD REMAIN A PARK,NOT YET ANOTHER COMMERCIAL  SPORTS VENUE,SAVE OUR PARK AS A PARK TO BE ENJOYED BY ALL .JUST SAY NO,GO ELSEWHERE,DON'T RUIN 
OUR BEAUTIFUL WATERFRONT LIBERTY SCIENCE CENTER

339 Liberty State Park is one of the few (free) large green spaces people in our area are able to enjoy, and destroying it for some arena or sports complex would be nothing short of tragic for our community.
340 I support NJDEP's proposal for LSP. Preserve LSP and say no to Fireman's development plans. Thank you!

341

I live about 10 minutes from LSP and spend time at the nature Center with my kids weekly and visit cavens point. It is critical that we preserve this park for recreation and public facilities for the people of NJ. Any form of casinos, sports 
entertainment complexes, etc are grossly out of line with the use of this park, needs of the neighborhood and would overwhelm the already traffic choked streets. 
Please keep the plans for revitalizing in scope with the original nature of the park. Preserve Cavens point!

342

no expansion of the golf course or a sports complex etc 
we saw the parks department plan for Liberty State Park and please approve that plan and do not let commercial interests over rule what the community needs and wants

343

While this form refers to Phase 1B and Phase 2, I wish to reiterate enthusiastic support for natural resource and historic landscape restoration as suggested for Phase 1A for climate resilience and biodiversity benefiting Jersey City's 
overburdened communities according to New Jersey environmental justice law.

For Phase 1B and Phase 2 I encourage continued commitment to resource-based preservation, interpretation and recreation. Please consider management plan for any new-build recreational facilities that prioritizes union public 
workers. Emphasize resource-based historical interpretation and preservation of rail heritage for diverse and inclusive social history at Train Shed. Instead of indoor swimming pool, consider resource-based outdoors swimming area, in 
an impoundment or safe area of Hudson River, or internally in a lake or pond. 

Integrate transport links within park to outgoing public transport including Jersey City Light Rail and bus lines serving and reaching Jersey City's overburdened communities. Combine public transport with historical interpretation of rail 
historic resources.

Include green infrastructure especially for any development bordering the waterfront to prevent stormwater runoff and protect environmental quality for surrounding overburdened communities.
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343 cont'd

For Phase 2 and long-term planning, consider integration of recreational facilities within Jersey City neighborhoods for better regular and daily access with attention to brownfields DEP has identified for development. This approach 
makes the recreational facilities available in a more regular and meaningful way than any location outside the neighborhood, and provides a fuller and more robust natural and historic resource experience for residents in the state park.

Link Liberty State Park to the proposed Essex-Hudson Greenway through Jersey City. Dedicate the greenway as Prosperity State Park, referring both to the role of the historic resource of the Old Boonton Line and New Jersey's rail 
heritage in New Jersey's economic, industrial and community development and social history, and the new state park's role as the State of New Jersey's tangible commitment to equity in the development and expansion of State Parks, 
Forests & Historic Sites. Together Liberty & Prosperity State Parks will recall New Jersey's motto, adopted at Indian King Tavern State Historic Site in 1777, imbuing the motto with new meaning according to environmental justice and 
equity for the 250th anniversary of New Jersey's first Constitution in 2026. As the original Liberty State Park was New Jersey's gift to the nation for the 200th birthday of the United States, the new Liberty & Prosperity State Parks will serve 
as New Jersey's gift to the nation for the 250th birthday of the United States. Revolution NJ, New Jersey's official observance of the 250th anniversaries of the American Revolution in New Jersey, runs according to law from 2025 - 2033, 
corresponding with the decade necessary for full achievement of the Revitalization of Liberty State Park and development of Prosperity State Park - this program can serve as Revolution NJ's signature legacy project, engaging audiences 
statewide across the commemorative period. A public art installation reimagining the Great Seal depicting Liberty and Prosperity may serve as a meaningful nexus at a link connecting Liberty & Prosperity State Parks.

Critics of resource-based restoration at Liberty State Park suggest the history and nature are meaningless or irrelevant to the diverse backgrounds and needs of Jersey City. For a counterexample, I suggest the model of Philadelphia's 
Bartram's Gardens, a resource-based historical and natural park providing meaningful and inclusive access to history, nature and recreation for a diverse and overburdened community in a similar urban setting: 
https://www.bartramsgarden.org/

344

Thank you for the opportunity to submit public comments on phases 1B and 2 of the LSP revitalization program. I appreciate the Design Task Force’s effort to balance land and wildlife conservation with public recreation uses, and as a 
Jersey City resident who visits LSP almost daily, am overall very happy with the proposed plans. My personal hopes for the park are as follows:
- Up front, like many other commenters, I am opposed to the inclusion of any stadiums, complex, or other private ventures on LSP. LSP is one of very few free natural havens in Jersey City for people and wildlife alike. Preserving the 
natural area is the top priority for me, and I appreciate DEP’s continued rejection of proposals to construct golf courses, stadiums, and other features that will not serve the majority of the local community or protect this important 
ecosystem.
- I hope that viable habitat for migratory waterfowl and other wildlife will be expanded and not infringed upon by development of the athletics hub or other structures - I am excited about the climate and flood resilience plans for the 
current restoration of the interior, and would love to see that area filled with wildlife habitat and perhaps walking trails.
- Construction for a community center in addition to the planned athletics hub as well as recreation fields somewhat concerns me, as the athletics hub in particular will take up a large footprint in the interior of the park since it will 
require a new building as well as a parking lot. Since the northern part of the park will already have active recreation, and the park will already have a community center and the shed, I am personally opposed to an additional athletics 
hub in the southern part of the park. Perhaps the new building construction could be limited to the community center. Jersey City is extremely short on green space, with far less tree cover than many other major cities, and preserving 
already limited green space is extremely important to me.
- I hope that new development will involve green infrastructure, minimal paved surfaces, and native plants to as great of an extent as possible. I would like to see minimal artificial turf and concrete used in all the new features.
- I love the improved and safer bike and pedestrian access to the park from the outside. I bike, walk, or run there almost every day and would enjoy taking a more tree-lined route further from cars.

345 Development is EVERYWHERE. Spaces that serve our innate need to engage with nature, and that provide critical habitats for non-human animals, are getting more and more rare. We don’t need this and we don’t want this.

346

It is AWFUL that you want to ruin our gorgeous LSP!!  One of the only, large  public places near our cemented over Jersey City!!  Leave our Park, Animals & people alone to enjoy nature...  no stadiums, 'art & culture' center, added traffic, 
cement, development...!  Go develop somewhere else!!  (More greedy people ruining nature!!)  STOP TRYING TO RUIN  THE PEOPLE'S BEAUTIFUL LSP.

347

Please preserve the natural beauty and open space in Liberty State Park.
We do not need entertainment venues.

348 Not one square foot of Liberty State Park should be given to a private interest, especially if that space is important to the ecosystem. Please do not do give any of Liberty State Park to a golf club.
349 This should be a protected space for the public! So many people use the park and it’s a great place for the community and encourages people to get outdoors and be one with nature when living in a city.
350 What I do not want to happen in LSP is a concert /football venue. I prefer the park be fot the people with wide open spaces of nature to walk and remain peaceful.
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351

Liberty State Park should remain a park for the citizens who pay taxes to use it.  It should include recreation spaces for the children who attend the local schools.  It should include a concert area for the residents who can relax and enjoy 
the performances and concerts.  It should be a habitat for the animals that provide a realistic education for our youth.  It should be a space for an environment that provides the trees and plants that clean the air and the environment.  It 
should not be a playground for the rich who would be entertained in a big amphitheater after purchasing expensive tickets and food.  Facilities for private affairs should be located on private, not public, sites. Make moderate changes for 
Liberty State Park1 from which the public can benefit.

352

We want a park that is a green space and haven for both people and wildlife. The last thing this area needs is to prioritize developers and sports, resulting in more asphalt, more pavement ,more artificial structures, and more impervious 
surfaces.
We  ask that you consider not installing artificial fields for their environmental toxicity and their  flammability.  The county parks have installed many of them and as they are flammable they need to locked and gated when not used by 
organized teams, thereby excluding the public from informal and unstructured use.
We would also urge you to prioritize climate change in every aspect of this plan. Any new parking areas should include pervious paving, tree islands and rain gardens. Both heat and flooding need to be addressed and we should not 
simply have large asphalt wastelands. (If you have not already, please consider contacting Dr. Chris Obropta , Extension Specialist in Water Resources with Rutgers Cooperative extension.)
The city and county parks in this area are overrun with artificial fields and asphalt courts. Bayonne almost exclusively considers recreation to the detriment of everything else in redoing  its city parks. Entire parks have been stripped of 
trees and greenspace to be replaced by asphalt courts and rubber surfaces in Bayonne. Large areas of trees have been destroyed for fields in Jersey City parks. 
The state should not also have to sacrifice acres and acres and acres of land because Jersey City has neglected to fund their schools and facilities. This is a direct result of decades of tax abatements and exemptions (primarily school 
taxes) for wealthy developers. The state has subsidized Jersey City schools while the likes of Goldman Sachs are exempted from their fair share of taxes by the city. Now the developers want more subsidies and Jersey City once again 
expects the state to provide what they refuse to fund for their school children.
When a billionaire plutocrat dictates what legislators do we no  longer have a democracy
Developers often make plans/designs for public land that they don't own and to which they  have no right. They then  engage politicians to force the public to respond to or compromise with the plan as if it is a baseline or is legitimate in 
order to jointly steal public land and money. We are told  to "meet them halfway" or are given "permission" to have meaningless "input" after the fact.
These developers’ plans for stadiums and large venues in a state park are simply gross and obscene and should not even get a hearing much less be considered. This is not their land.  

352 cont'd

You have multiple people on this task force paid to promote one man's agenda for our public land.
It is an insult to the people of this state that, after derailing the protection act, one billionaire has dictated much of the makeup of this task force.This plan is not only an attack on our environment, the process an attack on our 
democracy.
Some of our legislators have been so influenced by his donations as to go so far as to promote easily disprovable developer lies about wetlands and flooding and are pushing instead for a cement covered park.
No to developer trash stadiums and venues. No to developer exploitation of our state park.
No to a cement and asphalt covered park. No to despoiling nature for cash. 

353

As a resident of Jersey City for over 30 years I continue to support Liberty State Park as a free and green open space. The Friends of Liberty State Park has the right idea for its use. We absolutely must keep it accessible to people as a free 
recreation space. No admission fees. Absolutely no stadiums and concert venues charging fees and not that infrastructure. The park design and infrastructure as it is takes money to maintain and as designed now allows for flexibility in 
who what when it is used. Listen to The Friends of Liberty State Park / Sam Pesin as a reflection of what is best for the public and this free and green open space.

354

I was thrilled to see the plans that DEP proposed for Liberty State Park. Restoring natural features, like wetlands, to preserve the park and help fight sea level rise and associated flooding. The walkways and trails for residents to explore 
the outdoors are all so very [positive! Your second phase with active resreation will fill any needs the local area may have for fields of play. This is all very positive. Maintaining craven's point as a wild bird sanctuary is perfect.
What I object to is the idea of commercial activities and events taking place in the People's Park. Such events require venues and huge parking lots -- all of which interfere with the natural beauty and ecosystems of the park itself. The 
people of Jersey City and the state as a whole deserve a free, open, relaxing environment to refresh the spirit as we view the Statue of Liberty and all she stands for. The park should be for the "tired, poor huddled masses" that Emma 
Lazarus cited in her dedication poem. 
Please keep to the original plan that was proposed. We need that treasure to be free and unencumbered by crass commercialism. DEP is to be commended for preserving the best option for the future. Thank you!
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355

Privatizing public space within an urban region as densely populated as Jersey City for the purposes of creating large sports and entertainment venues is short-sighted and - simply stated - just plain wrong.  Today's Jersey City ranks 
woefully low in green space among top U.S. cities -- with the per capita allocation of green space dropping even further every year with rapid (seemingly unabated) growth of new residential skyscrapers.  
Liberty State Park is a precious and ecologically valuable open space that serves the entire region and its people -- even those who never step foot in it benefit by breathing air freer of particulates.  It also serves the non-human members 
with whom we share the land, and visitors (like birds) who migrate through it, feeding, nesting, pollinating.  Paving over large portions of this hard-fought public land that results from decades of patient ecological restoration -- and the 
sweat of generations of community members -- will permanently diminish the health and well being of this region's systems and people. All local inhabitants will suffer from not only the obliteration of services provided by these hard-
fought ecosystems; all will be awash in new levels of pollution and health-compromising particulates generated by fossil fuel traffic drawn to proposed venue events.  
 A funny thing happens when people come together to create positive change in their communities:  the very thing community members have fought for -- usually poo-pooed by public officials and members of the business community at 
the front end, dismissed as "pie in the sky" notions put forth by dreamer types who don't understand how the world works -- become places of monetary value that are now coveted by the very entities and people that initially dismissed 
it.  The hard-fought green space that is today's Liberty State Park has become a critical member of the Jersey City and Jersey State community, and should be allowed to continue playing its important role intact in an ever-
commercializing, ever-developing region that should be actively embedding MORE resilience measures to mitigate environmental threats, not eliminating those that already exist.  -Thank you.

356

I would like to say that I am fully in support of the DEP’s plans to develop Liberty State Park. I am very much opposed to the plan by the PPF group. I live in Verona NJ but I am very familiar with LSP. It is one of our state’s gems and should 
be protected from commercial development. I formally lived in Jersey City at Port Liberte and I spent a lot of time at the park. I was amazed by the amount of people that utilized it. Local Jersey City families were always out and about, as 
were many from around the state.  LSP is also a big draw for visitors from out of our country who also enjoy the beautiful views and lovely waterfront.  
The DEP plan to develop the park in tune with nature and with awareness of climate change will only enhance the park and bring in more visitors to enjoy all that it will have to offer.

357

I feel strongly that Liberty State Park should not have anything commercial other than minor concessions (e.g., food trucks, bicycle rentals). It absolutely should not have major arenas that require large parking lots. I am disgusted with 
Paul Fireman's continued efforts to impose his ideas on LSP, and I am disappointed that the park is not yet protected. He and the people he funds (in government and nonprofits) do not listen to the public, and are not deciding in our 
best interests. The current plan allows for both passive and active recreation (e.g., ball fields, basketball courts, tennis courts) that is acceptable to residents of Jersey City and people from around the state who visit. Once we build 
arenas or similar large commercial venues, we cannot go back. Please save this beautiful park that provides the best opportunity for many people to spend time in nature. Thank you.

358

There's not a lot wrong with Liberty State Park, so it should not be changed, in my view.  It's almost perfect.  Adding the running track is a great idea, especially if the track is an official, 400m, 8-lane running track.  Turning this resource 
into a private enterprise would be shameful and steal an important natural escape from Jersey City, New Jersey, US and International visitors.  Either leave it as it is, or add the track and then leave it alone!

359

Liberty State Park is already perfect without calls for so-called rehabilitation. All these horrible updates will RUIN the peaceful nature and experience of the park. We certainly DO NOT need any more e-bikes, e-scooters, pedicabs, or 
shuttles in the park or in Jersey City as a whole. All these so-called "improvements" are meant to pad someone else's bottom-line. We DO NOT WANT ANY park changes! These alleged "upgrades" are an insult to the intelligence of 
anyone who has the ability to think for themselves. We already have skate parks in Berry Lane Park, which is easy to access and close-by. We have plenty of ball fields in Jersey City - most of them under-used. We should not be 
bastardizing the Liberty State Park into a carnival for those who can afford expensive concessions and other "amenities". There will be no more birds to watch, only vehicles, e-bikes and scooters to dodge. I'm thoroughly disgusted with 
what you are proposing. Nothing about this park needs to change.

360 We want o keep Liberty State Park's open space, wildlife habitats, wetlands, and miles of paths.  Liberty State Park was never designed for commercial venues.
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Hello , I am opposed to The Development Phase 1 and 2 and the Master Plan 
The Statue of Liberty is not for sale !
Ellis Island is not for sale !
Liberty State Park is not for sale !!
A State Park is not a commercial enterprize 
Liberty State Park is a N. J.  Natur Preserve  
When  City and Town need space they should buy it .
Paying for something is meaning full , it has value  and merit .
Taking a Natural Preserve  is stealing !!!
The movement is managed by a wealthy individual , he will make MONEY  on this 
Nothing wrong with making money , buy the Land !
I am opposed to the development .
Phase 1 ,2 and Master plan should be developed on "purchased land " -Have a very nice day

362

I believe too much focus is being placed on athletics facilities and/or 'active recreation' in both Phase 1B and Phase 2. 
Both phases contemplate the addition of very large athletics facilities into LSP, I find myself strongly opposed. It's not that I'm against athletics or physical activities; rather, my concern lies in how such developments fundamentally alter 
the essence and purpose of Liberty State Park. By any definition I can find Parks, in their ideal form, are embodiments of nature within our urban landscapes, serving as sanctuaries where the community can engage with the natural 
environment. Introducing athletics facilities – with their concrete structures and manicured fields – represents a significant perversion of this natural essence. This isn't just about losing a few trees or a patch of grass; it's about a 
fundamental shift away from what parks are meant to be: untouched, natural spaces that offer a respite from the human-made world.
Despite progress we have made in recent years regarding accessibility there are still some voices and arguably these phases that risk that progress. More than just spaces for leisure, parks are intended to be open, accessible areas that 
do not prescribe how one should enjoy them. They're about offering a piece of nature for everyone to experience in their own way. Athletics facilities, by their very nature, dictate specific uses of these spaces, limiting their accessibility 
and enjoyment to a particular set of activities. This exclusivity goes against the inclusive ethos that parks in general and LSP especially are built upon.
The environmental impact of Phase 1B in particular, which removes a large portion of beautiful green grass and trees, further deviates from the core purpose of parks, which is to preserve and celebrate the natural environment, not alter 
it for recreational conformity.
Financially, the allocation of public funds towards the development and maintenance of sports facilities raises questions about priorities and opportunity costs. Every dollar spent on these facilities is a dollar not spent on conserving 
natural areas, supporting biodiversity, or enhancing the park's beauty and accessibility for all users. 
In essence, transforming a significant - over 70% of the land in question in Phases 1B and Phase 2 from what I can see - portion of Liberty State Park into sports facilities undermines the very concept of what a park should be: a natural 
haven, free from the demands and dictates of structured physical activities. Such developments risk turning LSP away from its primary purpose: to offer a slice of nature and tranquility in our otherwise urbanized lives.
I can respect the desire of sports enthusiasts for the type of major athletics facility buildout contemplated in Phase 1B and Phase 2, however it's important to remember that these loud voices don't necessarily reflect the majority's 
wishes. Parks are meant to be natural retreats for everyone, not just sports enthusiasts. By prioritizing sports infrastructure, we risk sidelining the core purpose of LSP: providing a space for all to enjoy nature and find peace away from 
urban life. I strongly believe we should resist transforming such large parts of LSP into athletic zones, ensuring LSP remains accessible and a natural sanctuary for the entire community. Please reconsider these Phases and drastically 
curtail the athletics facilities that are contemplated within.

363

My family and I enjoy the natural preserve that Liberty State Park as always been. I’m in support of keeping Liberty State Park undeveloped and a natural preserve for the wildlife and natural vegetation. Please keep Liberty State Park 
undeveloped.

364

Once again just to inform some who refuse to believe this --- Bob Hurley and Jerry Walker are TRAITORS to the residents of Jersey City !!! 
They don't care about LSP just the money that billionaire Paul Fireman lined their pockets with -- the same goes for the two politicians who all of a sudden decided to speak up against the original DEP PLANS !!  If these "FRIENDS" of 
Fireman cared about the children of this City then they should have donated their BRIBES to our Local Parks to make them better for the children !!!  A  HUGE Stadium & Concert venue Does Not belong in LSP --- They want to DESTROY 
THE PARK and the BEAUTY of it -- all so Paul Fireman can EXPAND HIS GOLF COURSE  as well as his Wealth !!  LSP is Jersey City's Diamond - Beautiful - Peaceful - Serene and a Wildlife Haven and it must remain that way !!  No other 
State Park has 7k Stadiums or 5k Concert venues . And any & all meetings must be opened to the Public !
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NO...to ANY commercial expansion or ball fields in LSP ...HUGE waste of tax dollars...
there are plenty of ball fields already ...Children need local places for recreation that they can easily WALK to ....in their neighborhoods ....Jersey City is NOT the suburbs..
Active recreation should be done in the County by county and city initiatives....

366

Dear DEP. I have a background in biology and zoology and was a 20-year-plus resident of Hoboken. That whole region of NJ was WAY more urban than anyplace I'd ever lived before, and the Hudson River was a welcomed respite. One 
weekend I got to go to Caven Point, at Liberty State Park, and was amazed at the natural beauty and all the wildlife that was there, right in the middle of this super urban area. Given its uniqueness, I wasn't surprised to learn about the 
many native species of birds that use Caven Point as a nesting ground, and was pleased to hear that they were protected during the most vulnerable time in their life cycle. And they are able to flourish because of the improving water and 
air quality that have allowed many other plant and animal species to thrive in this special place. 
Liberty State Park is an important free park for all of its human residents, as well, providing outdoor areas for so many who don't have yards or safe places to play outside, bicycle, fly kites, picnic, etc. Things we all need for our emotional 
and physical health. I applaud the Revitalization Plan and its efforts to make the park more accessible to the general public, as well as to improve resiliency through floodwater mitigation and other climate change-related allowances. 
At the same time, I'm mortified by the desire by some to add a sports arena/events venue that would cover valuable land with huge structures, greatly increase the number of cars coming into the park, and make paid activities be a large 
part of the park's offerings. Even more horrified that Caven Point is of interest to any kind of development. Once structures and development have occurred in a natural area, it's a long road to restore any of the nature that existed, if it's 
even possible. 
Liberty State Park is a priceless resource to the people and wildlife in the area (and beyond! Visitors come from all over the world!). The Revitalization Plan will enhance so much about it. Please continue to focus on keeping the park free 
for all, as well as retaining the natural beauty and those elements that are such an important part of the local ecosystem, more important now than ever. Many school groups come to the park to learn about nature and our planet, how to 
experience wonder, and be good stewards. Let's be a model for others to follow! - Thanks so much for your time.

367

As a resident of Jersey City I have been, and continue to be, extremely supportive of the DEP’s current revitalization plans for Liberty State Park. I, like most of the public, am completely opposed to any privatization of the largest public 
green space in our area. Our state parks should not be put up for sale to billionaires, their cronies, and their disinformation campaigns. Any politician amplifying Fireman’s rhetoric should be utterly ashamed of themselves, and I applaud 
Shawn LaTourette for continuing to label the “People’s Park Foundation” as the disingenuous cash grab that it is.
If Paul Fireman is truly concerned about a lack of recreation space in LSP, may I propose an alternate idea: the state should use eminent domain to reacquire his useless, ecologically destructive, $450k-a-year golf course and transform 
it into an expansion of LSP for the entire public to enjoy.

368

LSP is perfect the way it is. There is plenty of space for everyone and all various activities (playing, picnics, walking, running, biking, etc). It is already so crowded on days where the weather is nice and in the summer- we dont need more 
traffic clogging it up and making the entire park inaccessible. Please do not add anything else.

369

Please keep Liberty State Park free from development.   We don’t need a  golf course or water parks.  We need green space. Land is finite.  Once it’s developed it almost never returns to a natural state.  What we have with Liberty Star 
Park in terms of location in the most densely populated state is irreplaceable   

370

I want to express my opposition to the plan for large commercial venues within the park.  The proposal for a 5000 seat football stadium and 7000 seat concert venue are neither aligned with the founding principle of the park, or how the 
public wants the park to be used.  The park must be protected from self-interested proposals that would benefit the few.  The park should be accessible to all, and be a place for free active recreation, open space, walking paths, and 
natural habitats so the students of our area can have a place to learn about our environment.  The DEP's science-based Interior habitats plan, a flood resiliency plan with wetlands, open space and miles of paths is what the park needs, 
and what the public wants.

371 Liberty state park is an important and accessible community resource and it would be a shame to see it commercialized by private entities in the interest of corporate greed.

372

Liberty State Park is an excellent public space that provides history and nature that is accessible to all and creates community for Jersey City residents. It would be tragic to see privatization and corporate greed take this away from the 
residents of Jersey City.
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I want to see Liberty State Park preserved as open space with natural areas and no stadium or concert venues; there are plenty of stadiums & concert venues in NJ.  The Paul Fireman funded Task Force members present a conflict of 
interest and are merely more corrupt & fraudulent "Pay to Play" efforts by our Governor & legislators to fund their political campaigns.  
The American Dream in the Meadowlands started back in 2002 as "revitializing" the Continental/Brendan Byrne/Izod Arena which took 20 yrs. & several developers & now has missed, just last month, the 4th payment on its $387 million 
debt. 
Before any further decisions are made, I want to see the 2022 IRS required Form 990 for the Fireman funded "Peoples Park Foundation",
tax ID 86-2900300, that was filed during 2023.  The initial 2021 Form 990 is on the IRS website, as required, and reports 1 employee,
Bob Hurley, who worked 40 hrs./wk. from 3/7/21 to 12/31/21 and was paid $100,000. However, on page 10, under "Expenses", $103,846 is reported as "Other Salaries & Wages" so apparently there were more than 1 employee. The 
public needs to see 2022's and 2023's (latter due for filing by 5/15/24) as well as the 2021 audited financial statements.  
The DEP's website had a "Summary Report..." in 2021 that recommended a Transportation Study be done; the public needs to see such
study as Transportation was discussed and reported as a significant issue before any decisions be made about revitalizing Liberty
State Park.  That topic, per the March 2, 2024 LSP Public Meeting at the Terminal, is still being discussed.
Finally, there should be NO private meetings of the DEP Task Force given the information above regarding obvious conflicts of interest in
a private individual and politicians attempting to misappropriate a valuable NJ asset belonging to NJ citizens.

374

I am writing to you as someone who runs in the park, takes their child to the park and someone who cares for the park.
LSP provides a place for us to breathe as well as a space that offers refuge away from the smog and chaos that is the rest of Jersey City.
Remember the pandemic? Remember when all we wanted was a place to go with space, that was open and where felt safe to breathe? That place for many JC residents was LSP.
What about the wildlife? Do you not get joy from seeing and hearing the birds? Would you rather stare at concrete as opposed to flowers and trees? Do you want people to leave Jersey City in search of having those things close by? 
Making it a less desirable place to leave? Meaning property values will plummet? 
Do you care about the long term future of Jersey City or just your current bank balance? 
I urge you NOT to build a stadium nor to expand a golf course or anything of the sort that will ruin our sanctuary in LSP- just for a few people’s personal profit. 
These horrific changes will not benefit the people of Jersey City… Central Park in our neighboring city is there and cared for, for a reason. A pretty big one. Green parks and open spaces are vital to our wellbeing.
PROTECT LIBERTY STATE PARK! 

375

I am against building a commercial venue at liberty state park. This construction would push animals out of their natural habitat, cause pollution, obstruct a beautiful view, and take a gorgeous park away from the community. Locals 
depend on lsp as a safe place they can take their kids to, exercise in, and relax. I believe it should stay as it is and be protected as a national landmark so nothing like this could ever happen again in the future.

376

Hello, I am against Paul Fireman’s plan for Liberty state park. When I go for walks at the park everyday, I see beautiful wildlife such as deer which is a huge blessing living in a metro area. My husband and I continue to live in 
Communipaw because of Liberty State Park. We do not wish to see this public space commercialized. We no not need to build a stadium and add more traffic and harm wildlife. Having good public space is essential for the community 
and Paul Fireman does not have the communities best interest at heart.

377

I write you today to voice my opposition the Sports and Entertainment Complex plan proposed by Paul Firestone. This plan, which includes 2 commercial venues (a 5000-seat football stadium and 7000-seat concert hall), is the 
antithesis of what a state park should be. Liberty State Park, as well as the other state parks, is intended largely for conversation and passive outdoor recreation. State parks serve everyone, offering open space for leisurely activities. 
They are especially critical for dense, urban areas. They are not meant to include commercial endeavors, especially ones that would generate street-clogging and polluting traffic.
Liberty State Park is a treasure. We live in Hoboken and regularly bike through the park, enjoying its vistas and open space. Year-round we see the park being used. To have money-making businesses situated within the park will 
permanently alter the mission of the park and the serenity and beauty of it.

378

Regarding the DEP plan for LSP Phase 1B, I want to say that the current plan is excellent and very impressive. The mix of open spaces, active sport fields and playgrounds, and nature is exactly what people want and need. I want to 
especially support how everything is open to the general public, with no large scale commercial privately owned facilities which have no place in a state park, and less parking places. The only suggestion would be if some kind of bridge, 
maybe a draw bridge, could connect the ferry area to Paulus Hook area in downtown JC.

379 This would benefit community health and I support it!
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I am concerned about the outlandish plans being pushed by the People's Park Foundation that will irrevocably damage Liberty State. The park has been a critical refuge for residents, visitors, and wildlife for generations.
I was eager to hear the DEP's recommendations to create wildlife sanctuaries, hiking trails, community rec fields, an outdoor amphitheater, and a restored cultural center at the old train station. Unfortunately, Commissioner LaTourette 
had to cancel his big community event because Paul Fireman's associates at the People's Park Foundation and LSP4All were apparently unhappy that private developers wouldn't get the chance to build massive stadiums and generate 
revenue from a public resource.
I am writing because I want you to protect every inch of Liberty State from Caven Point to the northern tidal basin from commercialization and overdevelopment. Liberty State should be a free, open, and accessible part of our community 
that balances the needs of conservation and outdoor recreation.

381

I live close to Liberty State Park and love enjoying its peaceful paths and beautiful nature. 
Please reject the Sports and Entertainment Complex plan for a 5000 seat football stadium & 7000 seat commercial concert venue that would destroy this sanctuary for both wildlife and people. Instead, please support the DEP's plans 
to develop the Interior habitats as natural spaces for both citizens and animals to enjoy.  

382

I object to the plan to convert Liberty State Park from a public green space accessible to all into an overly developed for-profit athletic and performance venue. The proposed development plan would limit access, remove further natural 
resources from a community already deprived of green space, and convert one of the region's most beloved parks into little more than a playground for the wealthy. The proposed athletic center plan amounts to nothing more than a 
theft of a public good to be placed in the hands of wealthy developers and goes against the entire point of having public green spaces. There are no shortage of former industrial sites in the area that could be developed into athletic and 
cultural centers. Leave the parks alone.

383

As resident of Jersey City, I frequently visit Liberty State Park to enjoy the views and connect with nature, as I walk the waterfront promenade or along the interior nature trails. For me, like the four million other people from around New 
Jersey and the world that visit annually, Liberty State Park singularly is a natural, urban oasis.  
Yet, with little improvement over the last decades and with some 40 percent of the park contaminated and closed off, DEP Commissioner LaTourette correctly asserts that Liberty State Park is an “uncut gem.”  Having studied the DEP 
plans for the restoration of the interior area and for the provision of new public active recreation, arts, and cultural amenities in the northern section of the park, as well as the long-term holistic plan, I respectfully, but vigorously disagree 
with calls for large scale development of any venues that would draw thousands of spectators and their cars into the park.  The DEP plan has struck the proper balance.
Thankfully, citizens and community stakeholders urged the creation of and sustained Liberty State Park over 50 years ago. Ever since, they have fought to protect it from brazen development schemes.  When I was Governor, these 
individuals and organizations alerted me to the need to terminate the Liberty State Park Development Corporation over 20 years ago.  I am pleased to see the Murphy Administration listening to the community and making reasonable 
accommodations to address the community’s needs and desires.  
I am particularly supportive of the DEP’s plans for the Interior in Phase 1A, with 165 acres of spectacular nature restoration that includes trails being paid for with monies from Nature Resource Damages litigation that was initiated while 
I was Governor.   Not only will nature make a dramatic recovery in the interior area with habitat restoration, but it will give Jersey City residents, and in particular our youth, the opportunity to enjoy the natural environment, which some 
might otherwise never have the opportunity to experience.  
Although not typical of a State Park, I strongly support the 60 acres of active recreation.  The fields along Audrey Zapp Lane are an excellent beginning to expand recreational opportunities, and a true needs assessment should be 
conducted before finalizing plans for the 50 acres of recreation planned for the south section of the park. I would ask the DEP to attempt to accommodate the needs of the marina and long-term operators of the dining and event facilities 
on the area.    
Jersey City should complement and enhance the planned recreation for Liberty State Park with similar additions around the City and renovation of nearby Caven Point Athletic Facility.   The City and DEP should work in tandem to some 
degree as the plans for the southern section of the park are developed.   The Commissioner has performed an excellent service in presenting proposals for public input, and the DEP should continue to do so, as additional area of the 
park are developed. 
 Lastly, I agree that the Caven Point Peninsula is sacrosanct and must remain pristine in perpetuity.

384

The plan to renovate the park looks amazing! As a Jersey City resident, I can’t wait to have access to the updates walkways, experience the restored wetlands and nature, etc. Please please do not consider the other options of 
overdeveloping/privatizing this park again…the park is a great source of pride and recreation for us residents, and we shouldn’t turn it into another eyesore meant to line the pockets of a few wealthy developers.

385

No, No and No!  Are you people crazy?  We, the citizens of Jersey City, do not want a stadium or arena.  What recreation for residents would those provide?  Sitting on your butt in a stadium is NOT recreation.  
We want a PARK!  We want a place for what little wildlife might turn up in these times, not put something in place that would drive even the pigeons away.
And I will not even address the problem of traffic here...

386 Please keep LSP public access.  No stadiums. No golf courses. The park is a fantastic as it is.

387

Jersey City, absolutely needs more green space. It would be a massive disappointment to think that this city and its constituents would allow such a tragedy to occur. In 2023 Jersey City ranked 95th out of 97 US cities in access to green 
space. Jersey City has no valid excuse to be ranked almost last in the nation.
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As a Jersey City resident I fully support the DEP’s LSP revitalization plan! The inclusion of athletic fields in the area designated on the map seems like an excellent use of space. Additionally creating more walking paths to enjoy and take 
in the beauty of this wonderful green space that we have access to is an excellent way to make use of the area without fully destroying the habitat that so many species call home.

389 I would like to communicate my support for finalizing the work around the Empty Sky memorial.

390

It's imperative that all of the autumn-flowering cherry trees are  returned to the mound. The broken lighting should be fixed without delay to ensure that the victims' names are always honored, even in the darkest of hours. The directories 
need to be modernized and repaired immediately so that locating a name at the memorial is always accessible to anyone. An educational component explaining 9/11 from New Jersey's perspective should be included, and it's crucial 
that a Tribute to New Jersey's 9/11 Responders and Survivors is integrated into the Empty Sky Memorial. The contributions of these heroes and the continued sacrifice of New Jersey must be given the respect, dignity, and historical 
significance that this cultural monument deserves.

391

Liberty State park, is one of the last jewels we have in Jersey City. 
We have been facing , as residents, extreme traffic jams and the verticalization of our neighborhood . 
The developers taking over our neighborhood, do not respect the architecture, heritage or are not developing to enhance the area.  
Liberty state park is still one of the few areas the community still has grasp of. Do not sell our green space to more developers

392

For the Northern recreation art area, please no amphitheater, it will be obstructed the open view that everyone treasured. Also, the amphitheater will bring more traffic and the need for parking and facilities will increase the pollution. 
and decreased the open green areas of the park. 
 Concerns: the sport facilities. will be free at old time as well the art vinous? The people in favored of it must be thinking that all we be free, how it will be maintained and run?  
Please BE AWARE the Park have had offered to the people of the city for longer I remember the space to decompress from the crowdedness of the city.
For 50m year as a previous JC resident and active volunteer gardener for over thirty years, I know, the green Oasis had been free and open to everyone, any color any race.
Thanks for all your work and understanding. Please keep this beautiful unique open area a welcome space for humans and nature. Do not be pressure for commercialization interests.  Remember to have in your hand the preservation of 
this jewel.is and honor. Preserved with the proper holistic plan that will enhance the environment.

393 Do not privatize LSP and NO to stadiums

394

In the most populated county in the state, we need a calming, quiet place to just be.  Congestion, over-development, pollution both air and noise, litter, angry and frustrated people, and lack of nature depletes our soul.  Liberty State 
Park is the only REAL open and tranquil space we have.  
Last Sunday I went to LSP to talk a long walk.  The parking lots were full to capacity at 1pm.  No sports event was taking place.  Just a beautiful, warm day.  What is going to happen when you add multiple events taking place at the same 
time.  By doing that you will be discouraging me and so many other from using the park.  That would be tragic.
I plead with you not to cave to Paul Fireman.  We need to keep LSP as a garden of Eden.  
I ask that you keep active recreation to a very minimum. -Thank you.

395

I am extremely supportive of efforts to revitalize and and maintain the "Empty Sky Memorial". Specifically, I would like to see the following improvements:
1. Integrate a tribute to recognize NJ’s 9/11 responders, recovery workers, and survivors and recognize NJ’s 9/11 continued sacrifice with dignity and respect. 
2. Restore 65 autumn-flowering memorial trees in the memorial landscape
3. Restore the uplighting at base of memorial walls to honor the victims’ names at night with dignity and respect. These lights remain broken and need to be restored to the original candle-light glow radiance.
4. Modernize and make accessible (language) the outdated technology of the digital directories in order to locate a name on the memorial walls.
5. Include an educational component explaining the meaning of 9/11 from New Jersey’s perspective. - Thank you for your consideration.

396

Liberty State Park is so extraordinary. Open spaces to wander. places to just watch all the natural activity. Places to just look at the Manhattan skyline and feel the energy from across the river.. Lady liberty! Why would any one want to 
pave over the beauty of the park and put up a parking lot??? There are all the commercial venues in the Meadowlands, Why does Fireman think we need another destroyed and concrete area. The park needs to be kept as the beautiful 
place it is. And the politicians supporting him????  Follow the money. 
It was so exciting to show it all to my grand kids. The science center, the boats, the skyline the openness, all the families from all over. Why does Fireman and his cohorts want to destroy it?? I heard he wanted to put in some sort of golf 
school for kids in part of the park. How dumb and disgusting. The park is for families and reflection and enjoyment of some of our history. Please don't let it be destroyed. I can't really express my disgust at those involve with destroying 
the beauty of Liberty State Park.
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In regards to the Empty Sky Memorial, I think it is important to continually restore and maintain artifacts, monuments and infrastructure that honors and represents our nation's history. Our country is continually fighting the effects of 
9/11 and it is tragic that the victims from that day are not all honored and properly honored as the original memorial was intended to. Ensuring educational aspects of the memorial are updated is important so that future generations 
have the opportunity to learn about past events that shape our world today.  
In addition, maintaining and restoring aspects of our parks is critical to ensure parks become an enjoyable and comfortable place for people to spend time. The Empty Sky Memorial is now a staple of Liberty State Park and should 
absolutely be included in any revitalization efforts. Any plans to revitalize the park are not complete or thorough enough without a plan to also restore and complete the memorial.

398

The idea that we need a concert venue and football field in this park is laughable, a joke and sadly misguided.  Let the park be a natural place that provides shelter for flora and fauna, acts as a carbon and flood water sink, and is open 
and accessible to all.  Commercial interests, particularly those of insulted billionaires and their lackeys, come LAST.

399

Please not place a Sports and Entertainment Complex (an exclusionary, traffic-jam-causing, admission-fee 5000 seat football stadium & 7000 seat commercial concert venue).  We need DEP's science-based spectacular Interior 
habitats plan, a flood resiliency plan with wetlands, open space and miles of paths - because this is where we refresh our minds. The open space and community gardens affords that all people are able to enjoy.  Please keep the public 
involved and informed. Thank you for taking the time read comments.

400

We have enjoyed LSP with many friends and family, a beautiful open and refreshing space.
We hope this space continues to be open and free. There is no need for sports and/or entertainment complex with seating.  There are already many in the surrounding areas.  
Community gardens and other nature preserving use of the land is best. Thank you for your time.

401

I want Liberty State Park to keep its nature as non-commercial parkland.  I am strongly opposed to the development of LSP to build arenas, stadiums or other commercial features.  The most crowded aspect of LSP should remain the 
waterfront walkway on a summer afternoon -- people strolling to enjoy the view.

402

Given the climate crisis we are facing and the ecological threats our children will undoubtedly be burdened with, it is unthinkable to me that Liberty state Park is threatened and that we must now fight to keep this green space.  In 
addition to the richness the park has brought to our family- the biker rides there, the birthday parties celebrated, the hikes - this green space is necessary to stem the threats to the infrastructure of the home we have made here 14 years 
ago.  We implore you to take action and prevent Liberty State park from turning into yet another urban parking lot, and leave it for our citizens to enjoy for it's nature and all the social and environmental benefits this crucially provides.

403 Leave our park alone. Keep it clean. And open. There’s barely enough infrastructure to destroy it and add more commercialized space. We need greenery and open space.

404

I strongly advocate to keep LSP as a park for the people. We do not need a commercial venue or stadium. We need green spaces for families and communities to gather. We need areas that can be enjoyed freely, not venues reserved for 
a fee. There are already major traffic issues in our area that disrupt the lives of our residents, the people who have created the vibrant community we have today. 
We have an opportunity to develop responsibly, to be a shining example of how to preserve our ecological spaces for future generations. We have enough concrete in our cities and states, what we need are sustainable developments 
that provide a unique respite from the over trafficked commercial areas.  
Please consider yours and our legacies when deciding how you will disrupt the natural areas that remain. They are diminishing, and green spaces are our most valuable resource now.

405

Liberty State Park is a beautiful, treasured part of our city. It is a refuge from the rapidly overdeveloped downtown streets of Jersey City. 
I do not want to see any privatized developments, commercial or residential, within the park. It should be a space that is left available to the public.

406

Hello, I am expressing my opinion against the redevelopment of Liberty State Park and any privatization of the LSP lands.
The LSP needs to remain as it is for the future generations and for the wildlife to thrive. I go there many times with my family as a refuge from the busy urban lives to enjoy the peaceful surroundings.

407

As a long time Jersey City resident, who jogs every week in Liberty State Park and whose kids love exploring the park, it breaks my heart that this stadium is even under consideration. Let the green space stay green. Liberty State Park is 
such a unique place in our urban environment and should be cherished for being so, not constantly fought over being developed.

408

I have been a resident of Jersey City for almost 25 years.  I have seen the city grow and the population increase tremendously.  What we don’t need in Liberty State Park is a stadium or other large venues.  Liberty State Park needs to be 
preserved as mostly open space, for the people of Jersey City and the state of New Jersey to come and experience nature, to get exercise by walking the boardwalk across from the Manhattan Skyline, by riding bicycles or flying kites, by 
some active recreation and picnicing.
I make several trips a year to Governor’s Island.  Why?  Because it is beautiful.  It has history, it has art events, it has a few places to grab something to eat and to enjoy the water and the views.  Kids go there to learn to garden, to create, 
to get exercise in nature.  I go to escape the traffic and the noise of the city.  Let’s do a similar thing to preserve the beauty and naturalness of LSP.
I support the Liberty State Revitalization Program.  Let’s use these precious resources
To make something all New Jersey citizens can be proud of, and that Jersey City residents can truly enjoy, whatever their age or income.

409

I don't want phase 1b or phase2.  I think it would destroy the land and tranquility of the park something that this area needs. There is no place like the park near NYC that offer children and adults a place to really see nature and relax in it. 
These plans would destroy not only the nature but also nearby residents (including those from NYC) the ability to reset. The plans would not only disrupt the nature it preserves today but it would disrupt the people who go to revive 
themselves in that nature.
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410

I support the DEP's current program to revitalize Liberty State Park and moreover, I strongly oppose any and all proposals to commercialize any part of the Park in order to build for-profit facilities whether it be sports arenas, music 
venues, or otherwise.  
The park is a vital piece of the local natural landscape, a rare sanctuary for wildlife, as well as a precious place for residents of Jersey City to experience nature in their back-yard.  It should be improved carefully and in a way that 
maintains its identity as such.  
The local population has already overwhelmingly made its voice heard in support of a natural and public Liberty State Park; let's use that support to make New Jersey more beautiful and accessible for all its residents.

411

I like the overall design plans and strongly support development for public open access for recreation, sports, and culture rather than private entertainment commercialization. 
With the goal of becoming as much of an icon as Central and Prospect parks, I do think it’s important to do two things:
1) increase accessibility into and around the park without driving - LSP is at a disadvantage because geographically it’s only accessible from the west vs all 4 directions for Central and Prospect
2) add public infrastructure that will draw traffic to the interior of the park, both on weekdays and weekends - maybe an extension of the science center, another museum, a zoo, or a botanic garden (similar to Central and Prospect 
parks). I am concerned the proposed public community space and marketplace by itself will only be a weekend / pop up venue, and won’t draw enough traffic / utilization to catalyze improved community culture and infrastructure. 
Alternatively, better developing the west side of the park might also be a good solution since that’s the most accessible area.
Both the northern (empty sky memorial, railhouse) and southern sections (flag plaza and south lawn walkway) are very nice but too far to access without driving. Also, Caven Point is the most special area and should be preserved for 
public access (I support improving accessibility to walkway entrance).
I believe the goal for LSP should be to provide the most nature, sports, culture, and arts engagement to the highest number of people while remaining publicly accessible. e.g. Maximize non-paying visitors from the community and 
surrounding area. - Thank you for your work on improving our public good!

412

I appreciate the DEP’s efforts to include the public in its decisions to improve LSP. I believe the proposed plans represent a significant balance between all the constituency’s needs. The current plans balance active and passive 
participation. I wish you all the best. In your continued efforts to improve LSP. I strongly request that commercial development, such as football fields and concert arenas, be patently rebuked. The park should remain free, spacious, and 
open for everyone to escape the stresses of everyday living. Thanks!

413 Please keep the park as it is! Preserve the park!

414

I'm opposed to Paul Fireman's plans for our Park.  The idea of turning over public lands for private profit is wrong headed and short sighted.  I grew up in a place that had lots more space, farm country being slowly turned into suburban 
sprawl.  Once the cycle starts it doesn't end:  The land can never be wild again.  local governments are continually talked into believing that each new mall built is what we need.  It will solve our money problems.  And every five or ten 
years we seem to need a new mall, bigger and better than the last.  The stores go out of businees or move to the new mall and the old become ghost towns.  The only people who seem to profit in the long run are the builders.  The town's 
budgets are still in the red.   
Building stadiums sounds like a good idea but the builders are the only ones making the money. And they will be doing it by destroying the land that the people of New Jersey paid to clean up and allow to return to a natural state. Once 
paved with stadiums and huge parking lots and destroying the park and surrounding neighborhoods  with the necessary transportation infrastructure, the land will never return to a natural state.  And it will be the people of New Jersey 
who have paid for Fireman's and his partner's profit.  Public cost, private profit.

415

I do NOT support any building or any means that will impede on the natural condition of Liberty State Park.  As a State Park, it has rights and New Jersey will not sit by idle while any attempts to change or ruin our beautiful park will be 
tolerated.   
We have all had enough of these ongoing decade long threats against st our State Park in Jersey City.  It is going to stop and on this one, the park LEFT ALONE will win.  Too many of us know the natural resource that is visited by over 4 
million people from all over the world. This resource is our liberty State Park and no, businessman and construction are not getting into i.

416

We need more green space for our community, not less so that our neighborhoods can be healthier and  more pleasant. Building stadiums for the rich pollutes neighborhoods and burdens our infrastructure and should never be 
prioritized over green infrastructure for the community. 
Liberty State Park’s existing natural urban forest and wetland is not currently protecting us from climate change and improving the city’s heat island effect.  Bulldozing the 40 year old mature ecosystem in Liberty State Park to build a 
stadium will NOT improve the health of the our communities. 
It is a very sad that Jersey City is considering moving in a direction to make it more carbon intensive and car centric for stadium access rather than expanding open green space.

417

I propose that our state become the pioneer in installing year-round BMX ("bicycle moto cross") race tracks and pump tracks. With over 30 years of history in our state and at one point we had over 30 track and  4 active tracks in Hudson 
county alone, now we are down to three. this sport holds significant value for our youth's health and mental wellbeing. Requiring only a bicycle and minimal safety gear like helmets, arm & leg pads, and gloves, BMX offers an individual-
based athletic outlet. By embracing this idea, we could potentially host national and international competitions, even aiming for Olympic recognition. Such events would draw tens of thousands to our county and state, boosting revenue 
and showcasing our commitment to youth sports. I welcome further discussion and am eager to present statistical data from USA BMX representatives to support this initiative.
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418

As a Jersey City resident since 2016, I am begging you to please not build a large music venue, sports stadium or any other aspect of Paul Fireman's plan in the park. The DEP's revitalization plan is beautiful. I have an infant daughter, and 
am very much look forward to taking her for walks in the park as she grows up. The playgrounds, open green space, and new community amenities are priceless. I am already afraid to take her for walks on many streets in Jersey City due 
to how recklessly some people drive. Please do not destroy the park by overdeveloping it, which will increase traffic and become a safety issue for small children and families. Thank you,

419

I am a 20-year resident of Jersey City and a frequent walker and runner in Liberty State Park. Liberty State Park is both an oasis for humans in the most densely populated part of the country and a key natural area that helps absorb runoff 
and other water in increasingly volatile coastal weather. More hard surfaces in the form of parking or stadiums would be detrimental to people who live nearby in Jersey City and Hudson County in two ways: it would deprive us of green 
space in this urban refuge and would encourage water to pool and move upward toward where we live. I support well-considered recreation that has been proposed by the DEP, including additional habitat restoration and flood 
mitigation, but not radical departures from current uses that would destroy both the state park as a state park, a place where nature and humans can share space. 
I live 2 miles away from the park and run there frequently. It is fully accessible to residents through bike, foot, bus, and lightrail. Parking spaces are also never full unless there is an outside entity hosting an event. We have had children's 
birthdays there with plenty of parking; there's no need for more parking lots. While a track or soccer field would be developments that would neither reduce soft surfaces nor intrude on the recreational nature of the park, a concert or 
sports stadium would change the fabric entirely, impacting all of Jersey City with additional traffic. The park is currently multi-use, with tourists coming to take the ferry via the light rail, 5ks hosted by local groups on spring weekends, 
bird watchers, boaters in the south end of the park, families grilling on many existing BBQ stands, and of course runners, walkers, and cyclists from dawn to after dusk. These users would all be negatively impacted by more commercial 
venues that rely on hard surfaces and draw people worried most about where to park, rather than how to move.

420

Liberty State Park is the green lung of Jersey City. It's the ONE place where adults and children alike can really roam free, run, bike, play any kind of sports and enjoy the beautiful NY bay. The development plans submitted by the Friends 
of Liberty State park are perfectly in line with what the park represents for the citizens of Jersey City. Outdoor space and GOOD sports facilities are a rarity in the city and with the population growing, those places are getting more and 
more crowded. We need these carefully crafted and selected recreational facilities and also the wetlands and embedded hiking trails for our youth and basically everyone in this city. Everyone knows how important nature is to the peace 
and well being of us humans and there is too little of it in Jersey City as it is. Please do not take this away from this wonderful community.

421

Liberty State Park is not that big. There is NO way the property and the roads within it and to it can absorb a concert venue and sports stadium. The train terminal building and the sheds leading up to have been a HUGE eyesore for 
decades. People from other states and other countries walk by them every day on their way to the Statue of Liberty / Ellis Island ferry boats. That should be the first and only priority in improving the park.

422

In all the public comments, I haven’t heard anyone ask for stadiums or concert venues.  I heard support for the amphitheater and public fields only.  That is what the public wants. 
So why squish all the free public venues into the less accessible northern end?  There is not enough infrastructure and space to support everything that the public wants and all the board’s good ideas. 
Why squeeze that all into a tiny space to make room for commercial interests like the stadium and concert venue that THE PUBLIC doesn’t want?? 
Spread out the athletics fields across both ends of the park, support all the sports and recreation at the community level, and tell the stadium and concert venue proponents to find another location!

423

It's selfish and shameful that a billionaire wants to commercialize a longstanding public park. Phase 1B will be incredibly effective at breathing life into an otherwise underutilized portion of the park. Having that public recreation is a 
good use of land that is walkable, not too deep into the park, near parking, and near public transit. It makes perfect sense to be located where it is and it provides valuable amenities for the community. Additionally, the restoration of the 
train shed to be preserved and also utilized for festivities or markets will make LSP a destination. Phase 2 recreation hub will give even more public amenities to the city in a location that is more accessible to those accessing the park 
from the southwestern portion of the city. You don't realize how big LSP is until you're inside of it, so having these amenity areas will be valuable. 
I do hope that with each phase, trees and greenery are planted near the amenities for shade and to dampen the acoustics a bit from the activities. Mindfulness to acoustics is important to me as someone who visits the park often to 
relax and disconnect from the busy, loud urban environment. Additional greenery in the park (near Freedom way and some of the large swathes of open land near the water [Crescent Field, the Green Ring]) would be appreciated and 
help visitors stay cool in the warmer months (+ the grass dies here so quick without any shade). 
All in all, I'm very much looking forward to the future of this free park for all. The master plan looks beautiful and effective.

424

Hello, I'm writing to speak out in favor of DEPs revitalization plan for LSP, and against the proposal to add a concert venue and sports stadium. If there's some proposal to expand the golf course, I'm very much against that as well.
It's important to preserve and revive urban green space. And to protect the estuary at Caven Point. Revitalize Liberty State Park and keep it natural! This is what the people want!  Thank you.
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425

In 2023 Jersey City ranked 95th out of 97 US cities in access to green space. Across the Hudson River, New York City with a much more dense urban fabric ranked 7th out of 97 US cities. Jersey City has no valid excuse to be ranked 
almost last in the nation.
So it’s unthinkable today with this knowledge that our city and state officials have allowed false propaganda to circulate and scare our public into thinking Liberty State Park’s existing natural urban forest and wetland is not currently 
protecting us from climate change and improving the city’s heat island effect, air quality, and stormwater sequestration. There is no actual scenario where bulldozing this 40 year old mature ecosystem to build a for-profit stadium 
improves the health of the our communities. It is not in the best interest of our city and prioritizes the benefit of a select few.  
It is no coincidence that New York City builds their stadiums in New Jersey. They want their city public to be healthier and neighborhoods to be more pleasant. Building stadiums for the rich pollutes neighborhoods and burdens our 
infrastructure and should never be prioritized over green infrastructure for the community. 
I have kids in sports and fight for field access. But the grass lawn areas that exist today are underutilized and not as powerful as green infrastructure as the forest and wetland ecosystems. As originally planned these lawns can be turned 
into fields our all our young children to enjoy and improve their sport. There is zero need to change the only natural landscape our city has into a stadium for the rich. 
It is a very sad reality that Jersey City is considering moving in a direction to make its urban fabric more carbon intensive and car centric for stadium access when the rest of the world is attracting people to relocate to their cities by 
expanding open green space. We will see a population decline and economic depression if a stadium is built in Liberty State Park.

426

I strongly oppose a sports/entertainment venue in our public park and similar commercial entities. 
The park should focus on walking, biking, nature preserves and public outdoor recreation (track and field, basketball courts, tennis courts). Expanding the picnic area and providing more shade would also be appreciated!

427 I'd like to see a portion of the park allocated for protected bicycle lanes.

428

I am writing to encourage the Task Force to include the proposed improvements on the Empty Sky Memorial in the next phase of work.  The 9/11 Memorial is an incredibly important part of Liberty State Park and important to the identity 
of NJ.  Every memorial needs continual improvement and maintenance.

429

I am 91 years old, born and raised in Jersey City when it was one of the most important industrial cities in America. Our family help build this city, this entire region. 
My immigrant maternal Grandfather, living on Belmont Ave, became the Chief Freight Dispatcher for the railroad that has become The High Line Park in Manhattan. My paternal Grandfather while on Clinton Ave  was the Master Pilot in 
the New York / New Jersey Harbor. My father was the Chief Plant Engineer for the Colgate factory and my mother was one of its purchasing agents when it was the largest soap factory in the world.
I know in my gut exactly how fiercely they all would be protecting this awesome public park from greedy money interests. 
You plan looks great. Keep the Liberty State Park green and safe and natural. We owe that to all the generations to come. It's one of the most precious gifts we can offer.

430

Liberty State Park is a place of amazing memories for many, from Camp Liberty to artist events, skate runs and outdoor fun, this place should remain accessible to everyone. Jersey City is our home and Liberty State Park is one of the 
only sizeable green spaces we have public access to. Privatizing it will just AFFIRM THE ERASURE THAT IS HAPPENING HERE.  We deserve to stay here and maintain safe places that provide us with the opportunity to create fun 
memories.  
Please say no to putting "Jersey City on the map" when it means taking those who have lived here for years off. I say no.

431

No stadium, no amphitheater, no golf course, no football / no baseball, no soccer & no lacrosse field, no bleachers, no stands, no concessions, no pickle ball, no tennis & 
no basketball courts, no ice hockey & no skating rink ... it's a park, not a sports & entertainment complex & it's for all people, not just certain people

432

Keep the park as wild and natural as possible. There is no precedence or justification for commercialization of this space.   This is one of the most urban and densely populated areas of the world. Jersey City and the larger region needs 
this open green space for their mental health and fresh air. Wildlife and nature needs this space for survival,  please protect this park as a natural, public space, free from commercial exploitation in perpetuity.

433

You have developed a reasonable revitalization plan for Liberty State Park. If anything, paring back the amount of development would make it even better.
Please encourage Paul Fireman to leave a real legacy to the community. He could start by contributing to renovating the existing area sports facilities that are not now up to snuff and beatifying the parks. The natural culmination of his 
efforts is donating the land now used for the Liberty National Golf Course for a new southern spur of LSP.

434 To turn liberty state park into anything other than a park is the stupidest idea i have ever heard

435

This is the peoples park. We use it for biking,kite flying,dog walking,  jogging, fishing, kayaking, picnicking, playing  and spending time in a beautiful outdoor space with our families. I would like to have even more public access to the park 
in accordance with the wonderful stages and plans put forth by the DEP. It would greatly improve the park to have some Baseball fields,  soccer fields, a recreation building that would be a use to all of the people. I would also like to see 
some pickle ball courts if possible. Some more restrooms would be welcome as well.  What I don’t want to see is for profit sports arenas and concert venues that will only benefit the billionaires.  I love the idea of open spaces where 
Concerts could occur with outdoor stages so that everyone could hear the music without having to buy a ticket. I can not believe we are still fighting to keep this park. Shame on those people on Fireman’s payroll who are bought out for 
their own personal greed. It will always be the  people’s park.  Thank you DEP commissioner for all you are doing to help us.Thank you task  for your commitment. 70 year old woman and access to this park means the world to me and my 
friends. I like Like all your recommendations. Get it done.
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436

If you're looking to revitalize the northern area of the park, I'd love it if you could consider adding some improvements to the 9/11 memorial. That's definitely a highlight of park, and whenever a friend is visiting from out of town, that's one 
of the highlights that I show them when I'm giving them a tour of North Jersey. But I feel like the memorial could be a lot better than it is!
First of all, I remember when the memorial first opened, there were lights at the base that lit up the victims' names at nighttime. It looked really beautiful and was a fitting tribute, but these lights now appear to be broken and need to be 
repaired! Also, I remember seeing a bunch of trees that were planted when the memorial first opened, but when I visited recently, it looked like most of them had died, which is really sad. I'm not sure what happened, but it would be 
great if you could replant them and restore things to the way they originally were.
Finally, the memorial just lists the people who died in the attacks, but there's no mention of NJ's first responders that aided in the immediate aftermath of the disaster, nor is there any sign or anything explaining NJ's relationship to the 
attacks or how they impacted Jersey City of the State of NJ, which seems like a huge oversight.
I really hope you'll take these suggestions into consideration!

437

I am particularly concerned about the preservation and completion of repairs to the Empty Sky Memorial.  It is a stunning tribute to those NJ residents lost on 9/11 but was damaged during Hurricane Sandy   I understand there is a plan to 
add names of first responders who have since passed away from 9/11 related illness. I can’t think of anything more important than completing this work immediately.

438

The park should be redeveloped with nature and active recreation as the goal, not commercial activity such as a large concert venue or stadium.  Nature is rare and precious in our urban environment and the fact that we have a one-in-a-
generation opportunity to make more of it is amazing.  Ideally, the end result of redevelopment should be similar to other the other great parks in the NYC area: Central Park, Prospect Park, the Brooklyn waterfront recreation area, the 
Palisades and West Side greenway, Van Cortlandt park or even the gardens and fairgrounds out by Flushing.
Trees good, cars bad.  Wildlife good, traffic bad.  Exercise good, $12 beer and $10 ice cream bad.

439

In 1976, Gov Thomas Kean set the land that comprises Liberty State Park aside for all New Jersey residents. In a densely pact city such as Jersey City, where quiet a few neighborhoods have no open green spaces at all, LSP serves a vital 
role, and should be left undisturbed. This park was always meant to serve the many and not not just the few. Please consider that intention when making plans for it's future.

440

I am the father of one of the victims of the 9/11/2001 victims. His name is Scott W. Cahill. How embarassing is it tha the state can not seem to complete and maintain the Empty Sky memorial? It is very emarassing and the state should 
feel the same way. Please repair this memorial to its original state and start work on an additional memorial for the ground zero workers who gave their lives. Please di the right thing.

441

Complete and restore the Empty Sky Memorial! There is a lot of opportunity to finish this vision and tell the stories of all who were lost on 9-11. A few thoughts about specific opportunities that have been noted include:
Integrate a tribute to recognize NJ’s 9/11 responders, recovery workers, and survivors and recognize NJ’s 9/11 continued sacrifice with dignity and respect. (This tribute would be integrated into an area of reflection in the northern 
portion of the site that was an area proposed in the memorial’s original design yet was not built).
Restore 65 autumn-flowering memorial trees in the memorial landscape
Restore the uplighting at base of memorial walls to honor the victims’ names at night with dignity and respect. These lights remain broken and need to be restored to the original candle-light glow radiance.
Modernize and make accessible (language) the outdated technology of the digital directories in order to locate a name on the memorial walls.
Include an educational component explaining the meaning of 9/11 from New Jersey’s perspective - Thank you!!

442

I love the park and use it almost daily. The plans seem sensible and feasible. I think we need more athletic facilities in Jersey City but we DO NOT need a stadium.  I was concerned that there would be a stadium or concert venue that 
would bring lots of consistent traffic to the park. Additionally, LSP is one of coolest (temperature) places in Jersey City, too many cars or too much blacktop will only make it warmer and less of a refuge.  - Thank You

443

I am a resident of Jersey City, writing in support of open public space and free active recreation in the revitalization of Liberty State Park. I am strongly opposed to allowing any private or commercial development on the land including 
any private venues or stadiums. This park needs to maintain a publicly driven mission. As an environmental sociologist at Rutgers, I know from research the importance of these spaces in creating environmental stewards in the public, 
as well as the environmental and biodiversity degradation that comes with development and commercial projects. Please focus on maintaining what few public natural spaces are left in this country.

444

I think the Department of Environmental Protection's vision is definitely on track. Keep the park green, free parking, and natural beauty. If you must add fields, they must be available for passive recreation and not fenced off or locked. Fix 
the three piers on the south side and make it easier for kayak and boating to access. Create nature trails in the renovated areas, do not add stadiums, or amphitheater's. We need Liberty State Park to be the lungs of Jersey City.

445

I am strongly against using LSP property to  build a large capacity stadium or amphitheater. The park should be for all of the people to enjoy not those with money and influence. All it takes is to visit the park on a daily basis to see how it 
is being enjoyed by people of all ages and backgrounds. As a long time resident of JC I have seen the park under attack for so many years by people who want to monetize the grounds. This kind of thinking must be stopped. The park 
needs to remain an open and free space. In an area that is highly developed, LSP is a green oasis for all to enjoy. It is not a state park's responsibility to fix the problems of Jersey City and lack of sports fields. I firmly agree with the DEP's  
Interior habitats plan, a flood resiliency plan with wetlands, open space and miles of paths. This would truly complete LSP as a environmental oasis for all to enjoy.
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446

As a long time resident of JC and NJ I am strongly against using LSP property to  build a large capacity stadium or amphitheater. The park should be for all of the people to enjoy not those with money and influence. All it takes is to visit the 
park on a daily basis to see how it is being enjoyed by people of all ages and backgrounds. The park has been under attack for so many years by people who want to monetize the grounds. This kind of thinking must be stopped. The park 
needs to remain an open and free space. In an area that is highly developed, LSP is a green oasis for all to enjoy. It is not a state park's responsibility to fix the problems of Jersey City and lack of sports fields. I firmly agree with the DEP's  
Interior habitats plan, a flood resiliency plan with wetlands, open space and miles of paths. This would truly complete LSP as a environmental oasis for all to enjoy.

447

Subject: Protect our waterways
To whom it may concern, 
I am a Bayonne resident, born and raised in Jersey City and a retiree from the Jersey City Municipal Utilities Authority. I am proud of the work I did at the JCMUA to protect our local waterways. 
Like many visitors to the park, I am an avid fisherman and fish these waters from both land and on my boat for over 50 years. I have major concerns regarding our environment and the proposed remediation that I would like to share with 
you that I didn’t have the opportunity to do so despite being in attendance last Saturday. 
Protecting the waterways and ecosystem: 
This plan calls for the flooding of the interior of the park after remediation. However, this area is low-lying and prone to flooding. How do we ensure that the chromium cleanup is adequate?
Failure to ensure complete contaminate removal in combination with storm surges would impact the ecosystem and disrupt the migration paths of all the fish here such as Stripe bass, Porgy, American eel, Winter founder, Summer 
fluke, Blackfish, Oyster Crushers, and believe it or not, Spanish Mackerel. 
Capping as a pertains to future contamination of water from erosion:
Are there any erosion reports, studies or monitoring plans to ensure that capping and then flooding won’t affect the New York New Jersey waterways, wildlife and people's health. While climate is forever changing and continuously 
impacting our area, producing storms and surges, we have never seen before, are there any projected erosion reports for the next 5, 10, 20 years from now? Without conclusive proof, the DEP maybe creating a wetland environment that 
is a contaminated timebomb which will endanger wildlife, plant species, fish and people. 
Essentially your plan, if I understand it correctly, is opening a water entrance from the Hudson Bay into LSP. Is there any discussion with the state of New York about these full remediation plans specifically on how flooding over partially 
remediated capped land turned into wetlands might cause toxic fill to affect the combined New York New Jersey waterways?

447 cont'd

Why do we need to lose the land at all:
This is contaminated land and historic fill that we do not have access to. We are not capping and building up on this land? Are there any reports or findings that show we cannot cap and build up? I just would like an honest answer to this 
question. Is it a cheaper alternative to flood the area rather than build it up? If so, is it possible to seek private investment to offset some of the expenses? 
Thank you for your time and consideration. I really hope someone can answer my questions and consider the potential impact to our environment.

448

Subject: People's Park Plan is Best for Our Kids!
Dear NJDEP task force,
 As someone who was born and raised here and makes a modest middle-class income, I know how important good parks were for my brothers and I growing up and now my niece. Sadly, under this proposed plan, recreation is more like 
an afterthought, if at all. 
I have followed the plans to revitalize LSP and NJDEP plan just doesn't cut it for me. Sure, cleaning up the park is important, but that's just the first step. We need a park with things for our kids to do – places to play basketball, run around, 
and maybe even learn to swim or kayak! The People's Park plan includes all that and more, with a community center, sports fields, and even a pool.
It's not just the recreation plans themselves but rather the location and ensuring everyone can easily access them through the park. This is also why I was really excited to see the People's Park proposal take this into account.
Right now, too many kids in Jersey City and Bayonne, especially in our neighborhoods, have to play on crowded streets or rundown courts. The People's Park plan would give them a safe and healthy place to be active, which is so 
important for their development. It would also be a great place for families to spend time together, without having to travel far or spend a lot of money.
I know some folks might be worried about the cost, but I believe this investment will pay off in the long run. Healthy kids become healthy adults, and a vibrant park can bring our community together.
The People's Park plan is the clear choice for middle-class families. I really hope you consider some of their inclusionary ideas for recreation and entertainment. Please, let's give my niece and others the chance to play and grow in a 
park they deserve. -Thank you for your time and consideration.
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449

Subject: Disappointed in Limited Public Participation at Liberty State Park Meeting
Dear NJDEP Commissioners,
I am writing to express my disappointment regarding the public participation opportunities at the Liberty State Park meeting held last Saturday. For an issue of this magnitude, I was shocked to see such a small room chosen which left 
more than 100 people outside. I felt the police were rude and did not allow people in the room even after seats became available. While I appreciate the opportunity to stay informed about the park's future, it was disheartening to see 
that not everyone who attended was able to directly voice their opinions during the meeting. 
A public forum like this is crucial for residents to engage in open dialogue and share their thoughts on a project that will significantly impact our community. Especially with media attention present, limiting public participation restricts 
the ability for residents to directly express their views to both the decision-makers and the broader public.
Public comments delivered directly at the meeting hold a certain weight that cannot be replicated through individual emails.  The ability to voice concerns and suggestions in front of the decision-makers and alongside other residents 
fosters a more transparent and accountable process.
I urge the NJDEP to reconsider its approach to public participation in future meetings. A more inclusive format, allowing for extended comment periods or designated Q&A sessions, would ensure that all voices are heard and considered.
Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter.

450

I am most strongly opposed to any use of the land in Liberty State Park which decreases free access for the public.  Any private use that reduces the open space in the park while profiting a private company is exactly what this land 
should NOT be used for.  Additionally, with the concern of flooding in the area only increasing, any use that reduces the ability of that land to absorb/mitigate water flow is foolish and short sited. Any such proposal clearly runs in 
opposition to the desires of the immediate residents of the area as well as NJ residents farther afield who count on this free, open space for leisure activities.

451

I do not support the construction of sports facilities on Liberty State Park property. The park is a natural treasure for Jersey City residents as well as a sanctuary for wildlife. 
Please do not let it be developed!

452

I am writing to express my support for the DEP's plans for the revitalization of Liberty State Park. As a frequent park user and Jersey City resident, I hope the plans will continue to prioritize flood mitigation in order to protect our 
environment, wildlife, and the adjacent Jersey City communities. Frankly, I was disgusted to learn about the brazen misinformation spread by Mr. Hurley and others regarding wetlands in the park proposals.
I am strongly opposed to privatization of of the park and to proposals for large-scale stadiums or other commercial venues such as those backed by Mr. Fireman and his group, who seem to want to turn a public space into a private profit 
center.
Regarding the specific proposals for Phase 1B as presented in the image gallery, I have a few comments. I think I said this in previous feedback, but the scenic train depicted in the "transportation" and "circulation" images seems 
gimmicky and impractical compared to a (hopefully electric) park shuttle bus. If a park shuttle bus is included, I hope that it will include a stop at the LSP light rail station to facilitate entry into the park and encourage more people to 
leave their cars at home and use public transportation.
Regarding the lawn to the east of Liberty Science Center, in the Phase 1B concept image, it is labeled as a "science lawn," while in the Commissioner's announcement video, it is labeled as "playground or dog park proposed." That space 
is currently used as an informal dog run by Jersey City residents, being somewhat enclosed and easy to reach on foot from both the Communipaw neighborhood and downtown coming over the Jersey Avenue bridge. I hope the plans find 
a way to incorporate a spacious dog run in that general area so that dog owners still have a place to bring their dogs to play safely.
In general, I think the Holistic Long-Term Master Plan does an admirable job of addressing the community's need for multiple kinds of active recreation while still providing space for people to relax and simply enjoy the views and 
waterfront. I hope the task force will not forget the importance of the coastal wetland habitat and fostering an environment that welcomes both local and migratory wildlife. I frequently walk and run in LSP,  and although I haven't gotten 
there early enough to see the seals, I have seen many birds including herons, ducks, and hawks.  - Thank you for your time and consideration.

453 I do not agree with the new plans for the park. It should remain open space for all.

454

So let's see what's happened here. Environmentalists moved the project that became Liberty State Park from a man made disaster to a park that can not only be enjoyed by the people of our nation, but has also contributed to 
environmental protection of the entire area. That work is not yet completed as witnessed by much of the area being closed due to one form of poisoning or another. Politicians are less concerned with remediating the problems than they 
are with generating cash flow for developers and political campaigns. Let's, for a minute, give the politicians the benefit of the doubt and say that their intentions are to improve the area, just for a minute now. The type of "improvements" 
they are pushing for are for a small segment of the population, as usual. Perhaps they have too much time on their hands to think that many people have the same amount of time and money as they do so that they can run down to play a 
round any time of day. Liberty State Park should not be used to appease developers and contributors to political campaigns. Ti should be cleaned up to make it safe and opened to the people of this nation. To be clear, I am absolutely 
opposed to this public land grab / giveaway!
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455

I see the LSP from ny window. For years it was serving people as a green lungs, place to relax. People taking blankets and lying under the trees I could see beautiful tress in the close part, a wonderful forest that now is GONE !!! I thought 
there will be walking trails in the shades of trees. Instead you butchered the Park. Now it is a huge empty Plaza.Your Plan destroyed the beauty of the LSP. The birds, the animals are GONE. Amazing 50+ old trees are GONE!!! Do you even 
comprehend what crime did you commit? It takes decades to get trees like that...   
What you call revitalization I called butcheritalization. What you did it should be criminalized and federal offence of the amazing place. 
I am gainst your plan entirely. Leave the Park alone. We have a lot of athletic spaces and all this crop you propose all around the Jersey City and Newark...GO MAKE MONEY SOMEHWERE ELSE TO FEED YOUR GREED!!! LEAVE OUR PARK 
ALONE!!!

456

I fully support the plans for phases 1.b and 2.  Overall, the plan in its entirety has a great balance of structured amenities and areas and unstructured nature.
For the record, I find Paul Fireman’s continuing efforts (directly, through individual surrogates and through proxies such as The People’s Park Foundation) to not only undermine this plan but the will of the people and best interests of 
Jersey City and the state reprehensible. - Thank you for your good work and integrity!

457

I have already commented that Liberty State Park is a treasure, comparable to Central Park and Prospect Park, that should not be sacrificed for the greed of a multi millionaire who can easily afford to build or buy his sports and 
entertainment venues elsewhere.  
What is new in this comment is a report on efforts to suppress comments in support of LSP. First, the in-person meeting was held, not in the large open area of the terminal where other meetings have been held, but in an “auditorium” 
with very few seats and restricted access. I was not allowed in. When I went home to catch the meeting on Zoom I was denied access to the meeting and was unable to make a comment.

458

I disagree with the addition of the sports stadium at liberty State Park. The environmental impact would be really bad for a very long time. This land was meant to be available and open as Parkland, building commercial structures on it 
completely changes that use. This project should be stopped.

459

I and all my family strongly object to the sports stadium at liberty State Park. This park needs to remain open and accessible for all. It does not need the congestion caused by a commercial venue of this nature. This project would be a 
loss for Jersey City as well as the state of New Jersey. The environment impact would be deleterious to the natural wildlife for generations to come.

460

Once again I'm voicing my opposition to attempts at forcing through a 5000 seat football stadium & 7000 seat commercial concert venue.  I am very much opposed to the increased traffic and noise pollution both would bring.  I'll be 
furious if the DEP's interior habitats and flood resiliency plans are scrapped for commercial projects.  I definitely DO NOT want "multi-purpose athletic fields" in the Northern recreational areas and still only care for a modest bandshell 
for the park and not a roaring concert venue.  The park needs better public transportation to get to and not projects that will congest LSP with motorized vehicles that take up ample parking space for the same experience they can get 
going to MetLife.  Any and all parking for LSP should be solely for folks enjoying the natural and communal aspects of the park and not commercial franchise you can get literally anywhere else.  I'm also in opposition to the Phase 2A 
Southern Athletics hub.  It would be much better suited for conservation educational facilities and community gardens.  I am though in favor of the 2B proposals for an Aquatics Center and parking/internal transit solutions center.  I'm 
also very much for the enhancement of coastal wetland habitat and resources in the southern and waterfront areas.

461

Please keep Liberty State Park an open space for hiking, nature, wetlands and controlling the flood plan.  Reject plans for a Sports and Entertainment Complex plan with a 5000 seat football stadium & 7000 seat commercial concert 
venue

462 Liberty State Park is not a commercial venue and was never meant to be developed as such.  This is yet another disgusting land grab by greedy developers that want to force their vision on the public.  This has got to stop.
463 I support the plan to allow Camp Liberty to retain its use and lease of its land on Morris Pesin Drive.

464

Hello, I am writing to keep Liberty State Park's open space, wildlife habitats, wetlands, and miles of paths.  Liberty State Park was never designed for commercial venues and I am adamantly against Fireman's plans to commercialize this 
sacred space. Liberty State Park is a local treasure and I look forward to being able to enjoy it as more of what it is today for years and years to come.  Thank you.

465 Please don't build on the open spaces in liberty state park which are such a respite from the crowded streets we live on. Please preserve the park and plant more trees there instead.

466

As a resident of Jersey city and a parent of 3 small children who routinely visit liberty state park’s wetlands I’m writing today to ask that you refuse the proposal to build a large stadium at this location. 
Please keep Liberty State Park's open space, wildlife habitats, wetlands, and miles of paths.  Their destruction would be a true loss for our community and a step in the wrong direction. 

467

My main concern is for existing wildlife and preserving that wildlife's existing natural habitats. I'm concerned any of this improvement work will disrupt and even destroy existing habitats. Its impertive these wildlife habitats are 
maintained and not disrupted.

468

Please keep green spaces / public access recreation areas. 
No to music and sports venues / private golf courses!

469

Please keep as open space!  A stadium is the last thing needed!  We do all these things for the environment but then even thinking about causing more pollution is super confusing to me. Why would you cut opportunities for people to 
enjoy open outdoor space?  Liberty State park is one of Jersey City’s most beautiful parts!

470 Liberty State Park should remain free and clear for wildlife and people to enjoy. Do not ruin the only space left in the area with more buildings.
471 I support the continued conservation of LSP, I am adamantly opposed to the proposed stadium.
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472 Please keep Liberty State Park's open space, wildlife habitats, wetlands, and miles of paths!!

473

I am opposed to Paul Fireman’s proposed plan for his personal enrichment at the expense of Jersey City residents. His commercialization of LSP is an assault on our quality of life and the environment.  
We do not want nor do we need an entertainment complex right next to New York City and minutes away from American Dream Mall both of which offer plenty of commercialization and money making opportunities for billionaires such 
as Fireman.  
What we do need is sustainability, open air, wildlife, and nature for the good of the physical and mental health of the community and to combat the increasingly devastating effects of climate change.  
There is precious little nature in an urban environment such as this one, and to ignore the recommendations of the DEP and basic science is irresponsible and borderline corrupt.

474 I do not support any commercial development in Liberty State Park. It should continue to be open space, wildlife habitats, wetlands, and other places for the general public to enjoy.
475 As a frequent visitor to Liberty State Park, I cherish its open space, wildlife habitats, wetlands, and miles of paths.  Liberty State Park was never designed for commercial venues - they MUST be kept out!

476

Listen to the public, not a rapacious man and his paid and/or duped defenders. We need open space so desperately in Jersey City. Trust the input from the people who have been fighting all these years for a park that serves the people; 
they know what activities belong in the park and what don't. Keep all meetings and communications open to the public. No closed doors.

477

Liberty State Park is a great crossroads to marry nature with public venues. It’s a great way to bring people together and provide entertainment venues that will put the state on the map of being innovative about bringing open space and 
public venues together in a creative fashion. Entertainment is the life blood of civilization from the beginning of time. From Aztecs, to Romans to modern day concerts or sports events. We will be happier communities if we have spaces 
where communal activities can take place and celebrate life!

478

I know it will likely not make a difference because with a couple of dollars and the right last name anything can be bought and sold. However, I just wanted to say that saving the little bit of green spaces we have left shouldn’t even be a 
debate. The fact that they are every year tells you all you need to know. To sum this all up I was watching a video yesterday of an older gorilla that was taught sign language. The last thing he said before he was passing on was that he 
loved man, animals, flowers and the earth but man are stupid and killing the earth. He asked was asking for  people to save it. It makes me sad we have to beg people to do just that and still the right last name and a certain amount of 
money will be all it takes to go one way or the other.

479

Do not disrupt the wetlands of Liberty State Park. This park is beautiful as is for the community and tourists to enjoy and should not be developed.  We need grass, nature, quiet - places to relax, exercise, and enjoy with family with space.  
 No more traffic, concrete and distraction. Please do not touch this public meeting space.

480

I am writing to express my strong opposition to Fireman's commercial venues plans. I wholeheartedly support the basic LSP vision and/or specific improvement ideas for urban open space, nature and the planned 60 acres of free active 
recreation. Only more congestion and pollution will occur if Fireman’s plans are approved. Please do the right thing for the people and environment by stopping this destructive plan. Thank you.

481

I do not support liberty state park being used to create a football arena or any arena. It should be left as an open and outdoor space for wildlife and residents to enjoy. Do not take away another piece of liberty state park for commercial 
development.

482 Please keep liberty state park an open space. Don’t build stadium or any other commercial venue!
483 We have very limited open space in Jersey City and we need to keep LSP open with no more buildings, including a seated arena. For the safety of the wildlife and air quality for all, keep LSP as is.
484 Please preserve liberty state park for public use.  Public space is already extremely limited in Jersey City and developing the park for private use would make the city less attractive to young families.

485

Liberty State Park must deny the proposal of additional pay for use sports and concert venues.  Outdoor open space is hard to come by and provides free and relaxing recreation for all ages and incomes. It provides buffers from 
development along waterways, improves water quality and provides natural habitat.  Surrounded by residential and commercial development, Liberty State Park is a jewel.  It is an irreplaceable viewshed. Please keep it that way.
This continuous onslaught by private developers seeking to make a financial killing for themselves at the expense of the public good must stop.   They are selling a false premise.  If they want a sports stadium or concert venue, let them 
go do it elsewhere - there are plenty of properties in the area in need of redevelopment.

486 Please tell Paul Fireman to f$*A off. Leave Liberty State Park to the wildlife and keep all lands free. Liberty State Park and it's surrounding wetlands give precious bedding locations for several species.

487

To whom it may concern, Liberty State Park serves a vital role as an open green space in our community. The park is already widely used for athletics, and other family recreation such as barbecues and picnics. My concern is that 
formally sectioning off large sections of the park will alter and inhibit the free use of the park, and that proposed large scale entertainment venues will detract from the park’: beauty, and current use by the community.  I am additionally 
concerned that once we cede green space over to other uses, we will never be able to convert it back. I believe that efforts should be made so that the park is more accessible, with more educational programming, with more services to 
the community, that preserve the open and free character of the park. - Thank you.

488

Liberty State Park is a jewel in NJ. It is the open space that makes our extremely densely populated area livable. Anyone and everyone can make use of the park’s playgrounds, fields, waterfront, and other open space. Private 
development should not even be considered. This park belongs to all of us. We own it. We the people do not want it sold or given away so that fewer people can enjoy one of the most beautiful and iconic views in the world. I would love to 
see more native gardens, historical information, art installations, and tree groves. Space for recreation should be as flexible as possible.

489 LSP should remain public and a green space for all. A sports and entertainment complex is unwelcome and corrupt.
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490

Liberty State park must be preserved as a passive recreation park. To have a natural beauty like this accessible by public transportation is essential to Hudson County and all of NJ. The opposition to this need is transparent in their greed 
and self interest. None of the arguments presented by groups like "the People's Park Foundation" make any sense and any legitimate need that they identify should be handled by the City of Jersey City on city land, not this gorgeous 
natural wonder. The DEP has put forth a perfectly acceptable plan that encompasses all needs, but their expert and balanced opinion has been rejected by these groups claiming to represent the people.
Please, preserve Liberty State Park!

491 Keep the park green and open as a peaceful space. Don't turn yet another public treasure in our state into a money scheme that caters to out of state rich guys

492

Please stop the rich from trying to develop LSP.  We need more green space in this town, not less.  No hotels, concert venues, golf courses, more restaurants, etc.  Just leave the park alone.   We need the quiet, open space in nature to 
unwind, and to relax.  What we don't need is whatever the hell Fineman is selling.  Leave LSP alone!!!!

493 We don’t need more arenas, keep LSP’s natural habitats.
494 I'm in favor of environment/habitat restoration and public green space!
495 Please don’t touch liberty state park, this is one of the few parks which has so much nature and animals in it. We have ruined so much of the river bank in Jersey that this is the final spot that should remain untouched

496

I spoke up at the March meeting on Saturday at the train building in Liberty State Park.
Since time was short, I would like to make clear that while I stand behind the need of active recreation, the land part that was chosen is not ideal. It would be better to have it near Liberty Science Center and the intersection near the 
Lightrail(s) and the footbridge. 
This would have the added benefit that it would connect better to the proposed active recreation near the harbor. 
This would also give the people who come on foot, by bike or Lightrail better access. 
Looking at the map, I understand that you might want to connect with the wetlands on the other side of the street (how I am not sure) ?

497

I am speaking out against the Billionaire’s Sports Stadium, concert venue, which limits public access and traffic jams at Liberty State Park.
I am in support of the DEP’s revitalization plan that increases urban open space and natural habitats and increases recreation space.

498

I want to provide feedback concerning the liberty state park renovation plans. I run, cycle and walk to the park at least 5 times a week and I love how open and natural it feels. I regularly run or cycle along the water front, in the interior 
and visit both playgrounds with my son frequently. The views are amazing and the facilities are pretty good. I recognize the need to additional sports facilities but I think the size and scale needs to be carefully considered. It absolutely 
does not need facilities with large scale seating and a stadium. I would think indoor and outdoor, multi-use surfaces would be the most important thing. 
I am lucky enough to live close to the park so I don't need to drive to visit but I think you need to do everything you can to encourage public transport, cycling and walking. I live on jersey Avenue and the area cannot handle more car 
traffic. Please think carefully about how you can discourage car use, could you establish park and ride systems with satellite lots outside of the park. Another down side of cars is the amount of space you would need for parking that 
could be left for open fields and open space. Please incentivize public transport.
Thanks for your time. I love this park and hope you will protect what makes it special - it's openness, it's amazing views, and it's proximity and connection to nature in a busy metro area

499

As a resident of Jersey City, I am strongly against a commercial venue being created at a park that is already typically overflowing on weekends with good weather. Such a commercial endeavor would destroy the park with inevitable and 
regularly occurring traffic and take away from what the park is meant to be. I strongly approve however of the DEP's revitalization plan for more urban open space and keeping this active recreational space free for all.

500

The mere consideration of a plan to build a stadium out of unspoiled land is borderline criminal let alone giving permission for the soulless undertaking. Have we learned nothing from the degredation already wrought on our natural 
environment—on us and future generations? Go ahead, think about it, breathe and then say it. No stadium. NO!

501

It is essential to maintain the environment of Liberty Park as primarily a natural setting.  I am in favor of the plans collaboratively designed through public comment from park users along with the DEP.  This heavily urban area of Jersey 
City benefits so much from the open space of LSP, it must be maintained.  Precious little of our natural world remains in this region, and the opportunity is here to expand and maintain it here at this park.  I recall watching the spraying of 
the grass seed and planting of the trees and bushes at LSP so many years ago, and I hope to see more lush green space developed in the future.
For those who want large music and sports events, there are myriad venues nearby - Madison Square Garden, Metlife Stadium, Red Bull Arena, etc.  There is no place for concert or large sports venues in LSP.

502

I am in liberty state park almost every day, and it is such a peaceful refuge. It’s an about a mile to get there for me, and that mile is often chaotic. But once I’m in the park it’s like another planet. I’ve watched season after season the 
landscape and wildlife change. The winter is especially diverse as so many different birds arrive. If I’m lucky, I’ll see seals occasionally.  
I’ve watched traffic in town get worse and worse. I don’t want things that are going to increase those existing issues. Most importantly though, I want a quiet peaceful place for people like myself to escape. The community needs a large 
green space to enjoy the sunrise or a beautiful afternoon. I want this space to have active reaction options We don’t need, or want, large commercial spaces.

503 JC Liberty Park is the Soul of Jersey City and is Special too many. We will support Mr. Sam Pesin.
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504

I attended the full meeting on March 2nd and the commentary afterwards.  After reviewing the current plans and the intentions of some of the future plans, I have to say that this notion of "overbuilding" is a real shame.  Bringing concerts, 
venues, etc will take away from what this park really is.  It is a PARK ... not an entertainment venue.  There are plenty of other places in Jersey City to revitalize for that purpose.  Keeping the open space should be the primary objective.  
I also am completely against taking the parking away near the marina.  Yes the marina people need some parking, but more importantly, we need parking at the Park if there are going to be more visitors.  "Electronic means" of 
transportation for people from a far away parking lot is ridiculous.  It will never accomodate people with large coolers for picnics and I am sure it won't run 24/7 for the needs of the marina.  You want to share the marina parking with the 
public, fine.  But don't take away parking.  
I am all for additional ball fields.  Shift Audrey Zapp road if you want to "squeeze" these fields in.  Or just focus on the cleanup and get the fields once the restricted area is safe again.  Stop "rushing" to patchwork fields.

505 It's a travesty to even consider developing or commercializing LSP in any way.  Open spaces are priceless and should remain open, free and preserved as is.  Enough already with the idea of any development.  Free LSP now and forever!

506

Hello, I have live in Jersey City for over 25 years. To me, Liberty State Park is a natural oasis, a state park that should not be privately developed under a circumstances. Our area is already so deprived of nature so the thought of 
destroying an amazing wetland ecosystem for the sake of business is appalling. Please keep Liberty State Park green and free from private development!

507

To whom it may concern, First, I’d like to say that Liberty State Park is one of the best amenities in Jersey City. Our public green spaces serve as free accessible havens that we should not take for granted. I know LSP has been a comfort 
to me - even before I lived in Jersey City (Journal Square!), I would drive to this park. 
Since public comment is open about what we’d like to see in our parks, I like to advocate for keeping our park mainly intact in a non-damaging way. What is proposed in Phases 1A, 1B and 2 are fantastic. I believe in utilizing the land that 
is there to add on simple amenities like playgrounds, amphitheaters and small recreational areas is fantastic. There is so much benefit for the local community as well as the area at large.
My main concern, that many constituents have brought up and continue to bring up, is a certain individuals attempt to lobby and develop on this land. Their latest proposed plan is to build a large-scale concert venue and sports arena. 
As someone who works at a mid-size concert venue (over 3,000+ capacity) in NYC, working with large promoters like Live Nation, Bowery Presents and AEG, I know that this would be a foolish mistake. There is data that supports that the 
music industry is still suffering post-COVID. The radius clause between Newark’s Prudential Center, the MetLife Stadium, and many NYC venues would cause a lot of conflict and competition and just cause further divestment in the 
market. Ultimately, there is very little profit to be made and would just be reckless construction on this land.
As for the sports arena, again, there is an issue with the proximity to the MetLife Stadium, Red Bull Arena, Prudential Center and more. What teams would we even get to come here?  
Beyond that, both ideas do not consider infrastructure. Our traffic and public transit systems are already taxed. As a state, we are not prepared for the chaos that will be the World Cup at MetLife. Most of the park requires people to 
either walk, drive or take the light rail (which has its own issues). While the current plan that I support would increase activity in the park, it accounts for making access improvements but would also not match the caliber of a 3K or 5K+ 
event.
What is also great about the current plan with it's three phases is that many of these improvements don't destroy the park. Construction will occur, but ultimately, very little and utilize the open space provided to create something for the 
COMMUNITY. Developers do not care about the community. Jersey City struggles enough with development and issues of gentrification. This park is a FREE communal space and what is proposed in this program would make this a more 
active, beloved space for the community. 
I’d like to thank you for taking the time and consideration and I will continue to support and advocate for the gem known as LSP.

508 Please protect our open spaces at Liberty State Park, we do not need a sports venue in this area as it is already congested enough.

509

I am in opposition to Fireman's commercial venues plans. Please keep LSP an urban open space, with nature and the planned 60 acres of free active recreation. LSP is one of my favorite places to escape from the business of Jersey City 
and truly relax.

510

As a community member of downtown Jersey City for 15+ years, I support the existing DEP plan for Phase 1B. All plans for Liberty State Park need to balance athletic fields with open space that is beneficial to resident use. The existing 
plan provides a variety of sports fields for use, and gives open space for flood control and use for running and walking.
I support athletic fields and facilities in Phase 2 of the plan, particularly along Morris Pesin Road where traffic can appropriately be routed without overwhelming local roads.
I also support eminent domain of the local golf course and nearby storage and commercial facilities, so that we can expand the park for increased resident use.

511

As a Jersey City resident who regularly visits LSP, I implore that any revitalization efforts keep park entry free and keep the same amount of open green space / waterfront available for individual + family recreation. Please do not 
introduce a sports stadium or any new commercial endeavors that reduce public access / green space.

512

Hands off our green urban open space!! I live less than a mile from the park and traffic is already horrendous do NOT build some hideous sports stadium or disgusting golf course for wealthy white men. Leave liberty state park as it is do 
NOT sell locals out to selfish developers.

513

What do I want in Liberty State Park as a longtime resident of Jersey City? The DEP's science-based spectacular Interior habitats plan, a flood resiliency plan with wetlands, open space and miles of paths. As an urban resident we have 
very few opportunities to connect with nature and studies have proven how beneficial such interactions can be for our physical and mental health. We also need flood resiliency as our climate changes. Let’s partner with nature, not 
work against it.

514 I am in favor of the DEP's revitalization plan for Liberty State Park and am strongly against the People's Park Foundation plan.
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515 Hello, please keep commercialization out of LSP and preserve Craven Point. We don't need another disaster like the Meadowlands. Thank you for voting against commercialization.

516

I am concerned about losing the parking access in front of the docks at the marina. Some of my favorite memories as a child were walking outside of docks and admiring all of the beautiful boats. It would be a shame to see the best 
marina on the New Jersey side of the lower Hudson fall into disuse because of lack of access.
That might sound dramatic, but easy vehicle access is essential for a marina. We have to bring in sails, haul out garbage, and bring large and heavy equipment to the boats. I don't mind sharing the space in front of the docks and I like 
that the park is getting some attention and upgrades, but I would hate to see an already existing use of the park get hamstrung so badly, to the point where many people who already use the docks wouldn't be able to use it any more. 
Leaving the half of the parking spots that are closest to the water is the minimum we would need for the marina.
The proposed alternative uses for the lawn that includes the basketball courts and tennis courts seems like a great solution and better use of the space that would also keep the marina use intact. That would have the benefit of easy 
trash removal for the marina and the people using the courts. It would also keep easy access for emergency vehicles for medical and fire emergencies at the docks or the courts. Furthermore, it would keep access for disabled people to 
the marina docks. I know there are currently many people who would have a very difficult or impossible time getting to their boat without such close access through the parking lot being right in front of the docks. It would also keep the 
larger fields from feeling like they were just jammed into the first available space that would barely contain them.
As for physical quality of the lawn itself for grass ball fields it would be a poor choice for the following reasons. There is significant wind, most commonly coming from the south, because there is nothing stopping the wind from coming in 
off the mouth of the Hudson. As I type this we are experien in 45 mph gusts with constant wind speeds of 30mph and strong winds are a very common occurrence during all seasons in this location. There is also the concern that 
soccerballs and footballs would easily go into the canal or hit a boat, and let's not forget that there is commonly an unpleasant smell coming from the canal as well, particularly in the days following a storm that has overwhelmed Jersey 
City's combined sewer/drainage system.
The fields are also used by many geese, who would leave a lot of goose droppings on any grass field that was constructed there or any turf field that had grass nearby. The ground is also frequently muddy and would need significant 
upkeep to keep in a usable condition. There are also frequently deer in the lawn, particularly since the clearing from Stage 1 took place. It would not be at all impressive to visitors during the world cup to see how messy any large ball 
fields located in that spot would be. 
Liberty Landing Marina is the best and largest marina in the area, and it is really the only option for middle class boat owners in this area. It is one of the only marinas on the New Jersey side of the Hudson that doesn't require constant 
and destructive dredging to keep it viable. It would be a shame to see the last, widely inclusive marina in the area fall into disuse because of hasty planning that removes necessary parking. Please consider these long-term effects and 
the unsuitableness of this location for grass ball fields when moving forward with the modifications to the Stage 1b planning. I would love to be continue being a part of this wonderful community and to see the marina continue to 
flourish and add to the vibrancy of Liberty State Park.

517

NO BILLIONAIRE’S golf club in LSP
NO BILLIONAIRE’S sports stadium in LSP 
NO commercial concert stadium in LSP 
NO limiting public and community access to LSP
NO added traffic jams and unaffordable admission 
Protect LSP as a safe haven for migratory birds. 
YES to DEP revitalization plan  
FREE recreations spaces 
Protect LSP, and our history, for generations to come. 
Buzz off Fireman.
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518

I fully agree with the current, proposed DEP plan for Liberty State Park that balances athletic facilities in the Phase1B Northern Area Recreation with an interior of the park that does NOT include commercial enterprises primarily sports 
stadiums or concert venues.
New Jersey, and particularly Jersey City youth need more green space and athletic fields, and the proposed track/football field, soccer field and baseball field in Phase 1B plan provide the proper amount of fields and provide the rest of 
the community with access to walking and running trails. Liberty State Park needs balance in its recreation and the development of new fields will increase access without overwhelming the park, or converting it entirely into a series of 
sports fields that will only be used by limited people. Open space supports flexible use for more state residents and provides the necessary balance to the current 1B plan. 
As a state resident, I am vehemently opposed to giving the park away for commercialization - most prominently stadiums and concert venues that do not support the community and lead to increased traffic. I support improvements to 
the park in the Phase 2B Holistic Long-Term Master Plan, including building sports facilities along the external facing and Morris Pesin Drive. There is tremendous opportunity to build that facility with access to the highway, which 
supports state resident use without the burden of increased traffic inside the park. 
I fully support DEP and The State of New Jersey eminent domaining the nearby golf course and storage facilities at the south of the park for increased public use and expansion of the park, which will be a better use of nearby land and 
increase space for more public use.

519

Please create a “NYC Central Park” space for Liberty State Park. Please plant as many trees as possible.  They are beautiful and they will store carbon to assist with global warming.  I have dreamed that when New Yorkers look across 
the Hudson River at NJ they will see thousands of beautiful trees.

520

Jersey City residents crave more green space. They desire an escape from the urban environment, a place for recreation, relaxation, and connection with nature.
Instead of prioritizing additional buildings and venues, the focus should be on revitalizing green areas that cater to the community's needs. This could include playgrounds, dog parks, running and biking trails, fishing spots, and spaces 
for local businesses to come together.
Preserving and protecting the city's natural beauty is crucial.  Large-scale development projects should prioritize areas outside of Jersey City to ensure a balance between economic growth and green space preservation.
Liberty State Park is a valuable asset to the community and should be revitalized in a way that enhances its existing qualities.

521

 As much as I enjoy hosting shows in Jersey City and love live entertainment, the proposals by The People's Park with multiple venues and other commercial enterprises are not what Liberty State Park should be used for. Liberty State 
Park revitalization plans are for the good of the public, while The People's Park Foundation is all about privatization without concern for any impact on the ecosystem of the park, and the park's main purpose is to serve the public good for 
recreation and enjoyment of the natural beauty of the park. State parks are to serve the community for free and should not be developed for commercial interests. 
I am asking that the board stay with the plans submitted by the DEP and not let the park be corrupted by the false narrative of The People's Park and the controlled influence of Paul Fireman's personal and commercial goals. 

522

The plans to add a stadium at Liberty State Park is terrible. The removal of trees along the marina as well as the change to parking access for the people that pay fees to use the marina are also ridiculous. Keeping the green spaces and 
areas for wetlands is vital to the park.
The public needs access to parks and playgrounds. The idea to bring a stadium to the park is terrible. 
In addition not hearing out the public and their input is insulting.

523 To privatize LSP would be a mistake for Jersey City and New Jersey. I support efforts to clean up and improve the park so long as 100% of it remains public, un-ticketed and efforts are made to reduce the risk of flooding.

524

The facilities that are built in Liberty State Park should give people a reason to travel miles to come to the park. It makes no sense to duplicate basic park facilities found at all parks across the city. Why would a kid get on a bus and travel 
many miles to Liberty State Park just to play basketball when he or she can walk a few blocks to a local park near their home? What makes Liberty State Park so spectacular is the things you can't do everywhere else. For example, in the 
summer, many families travel to Liberty State Park for grilling and picnics because you can't do that at other parks in Jersey City. I dare you to try and find an empty parking spot in Lot 7 when the weather is above 60 degrees. Where else 
can you go kayaking in Jersey City? And while I can ride my bike in circles at Lincoln Park, I can ride for miles in Liberty State Park without ever trans-versing the same pathway and without worrying about being hit by a car in a city street 
bike lane. The focus should be on keeping Liberty State Park unique and special.
Second, large sports fields such as baseball fields, football fields, soccer fields, etc. should be available for general public use without permits when organized sporting events are not being played. It would be a travesty to fence off 
large portions of Liberty State Park for football, baseball, and soccer fields and have those fields closed to the general public. Whenever I'm in Lincoln Park, all those fields are fenced off and locked, and nobody is using them. Why?
Third, there should be a cost/benefit analysis for every proposal. The benefit should focus on the number of people the proposal will serve. For example, it doesn't make sense to spend millions to built something that only 100 people 
will use. The cost/benefit analysis should focus on the cost per person. And the cost should include not only initial construction, but the cost to maintain.
Fourth, please don't put down artificial turf. I can't help but think of that song that goes, "they paved paradise and put up a parking lot." It would be a desecration to tear up the park's large grass fields and pave them over with artificial 
turf.
Finally, please don't allow any stadiums or concert venues to be built in Liberty State Park. That's a no-brainer!
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525

The first and most important thing when it comes to Liberty State Park is to be mindful of preserving it as an open space that is free and available to the public, and for environmental purposes. As downtown Jersey City is a flood plain, 
the park provides a vital buffer and sink for rain water and high tides. It provides vital green open spaces for a burgeoning and ever-growing city increasingly hemmed in by high-rise buildings. It is also a vital stopping place and nesting 
area for wildlife, and a spacious place where the city-bound residents can directly experience the beauty of the natural world they would otherwise be cut off from..
The ideal, then, is to maintain spaces where rainwater and floodwater can be absorbed. Any nonpermeable surfaces like parking lots, skate parks, playgrounds, or paved ball courts should be minimized or designed to minimize the 
impact of runoff and flooding. There should not be a football stadium, concert venue, or golf course on this vital public land-- it would not only cause additional flooding and destruction of the park, but also cut off free access to the park 
by the public. Any facilities would need to be carefully designed with plenteous and well-serviced garbage and recycling bins, as the estuary and harbor would end up further polluted by plastic bottles, escaped balls, and other refuse 
from attendees.
A farmer's market in the train sheds is unfortunately doomed to failure, since it would be located far from anyone's actual living space. Visiting and transporting groceries back to the surrounding city would require a car, which many 
residents don't have. Craft markets or occasional events such as the art festival would have a better chance of success, but don't require such a large space. A better use of the space would be a landscaped park or the community 
gardens mentioned in the plan-- that would also open up the area as a breathable space to sink rainwater.
Any facilities created in the park need to be in response to actual demand. Will these facilities actually get used if they are built? Will people use a track-and-field venue that's so far away from schools and other training facilities? Will 
skateboarders come to a skate park they have to take a bus to reach? These ideas simply aren't practical. These facilities make much more sense embedded in a community, not located far away from those who would use them. They 
should not be built in the park.
Due to environmental contamination the interior of the park has been fenced off for a long time, which has given local wildlife a place to thrive. This has also created a vital and irreplaceable natural wilderness, a green space filled with 
the trees, marsh grasses, and vital features so many city residents long to experience. Recreating the place as a walking area with trails and information has the potential to create a treasure for Jersey City and the state of New Jersey 
akin to the beauty of Central Park in New York.
At all stages, the Friends of Liberty State Park organization should be involved and have a voice in the planning and preservation of the park. These are people who have protected this vital green space and thought long and hard about 
how it can best be preserved for the future and accessed by the community.

526

I want to register my strong opposition to building a stadium or any other large money-making venue in Liberty State Park. I am a resident of Jersey City and frequent user of Liberty State Park.
I am in favor of the plans you presented at the meeting.
As time moves on here in Hudson County, the value of open land and access to nature in parks will be come only more and more valuable to the people who live here. The best we can do for ourselves and future generations is keep and 
nurture what we have here in Liberty State Park.

527

The treasure that is Liberty State Park needs improvement, and I personally support the general outlines of the DEP's phase I and II plans, recreational facilities, and cleanup of the park. I strongly oppose the over commercialization of 
that the Task Force has proposed, we don't need the 5,000 seat stadium, the large concert venue, that would crowd the park create parking problems, and crowd out nature lovers and families who just want to come here and enjoy the 
park and its natural beauty and ambiance.  
Please do NOT over-commercialize Liberty State Park, leave it a beauty for all the people of New Jersey

528

Please rethink any decision to change Liberty State Park. It is used by thousands of people throughout the year as a PARK. 
There is NO NEED for a stadium.... Please... we need green space not more concrete!

529

As a member of this community, I love having Liberty State Park in my backyard. With so much new development (high rises, parking structures, etc.) we are seeing a loss of community for corporate gain. However, the Revitalization Plan 
for LSP looks to be a way to regain some of what we've lost. While I would prefer to see these developments on a smaller scale scattered throughout the various neighborhoods of the City, communal amenities are what we all need and 
hopefully this revitalization will provide. For example, Hamilton Park has the only two tennis courts  to serve the entirety of downtown Jersey City - this simply does not adequately serve our City's residents and I hope you keep that in 
mind as this revitalization progresses. 
Overall, I appreciate that Phase 1B utilizes an area of the park that is closest to the residential part of the City that is currently being underutilized for parking. However, my greatest concern is limiting public access to these facilities (and 
the park overall) to prioritize profits over residents. We deserve open space without cost - this is our home and public access to spaces like this keep communities healthy. If this revitalization moves forward it should only be with FREE 
ACTIVE RECREATION. 
I'd also like to state there should be NO COMMERCIAL CONCERT VENUE brought into LSP - This is a community area that will only see the negative effects of this, including increased traffic, noise/vibration issues, limiting access to their 
own local resources.

530

Please do not bring more water into the park. Growing up literally a stone throw away from the entrance of LSP. I am terrified that brining in more water and postponing the recreational facilities is happening before our very eyes. The 
community wants more and deserves more. Please keep this par inclusive for all.

531 I like Liberty State Park just the way it is. Please don't change anything. Please preserve LSP exactly how it is. There is no need for any development. Thank you!
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532

Liberty State Park is for the people of Jersey City and New Jersey. Just like Central Park is for New Yorkers. Please do not allow billionaires to take over this vital green space for commerical use. Free active recreation is essential to  
physical and mental health. We don't need a football stadium that causes more harm than good, including to the players. We need a law that protects the park from special interests permanently. Enough is enough.

533

Hello - My friends and I greatly cherish Liberty State Park. It is a gorgeous, green refuge in our concrete jungle city. It is the closest thing we have to pure nature and it benefits our lives in countless ways. We would truly hate to see any 
sort of building or development take place that would vastly reduce the amount of green space in the park. The only enhancements that should be considered are ones that bring more people to the park for fun and play and to enjoy the 
beauty of nature. We need to protect the natural space at all costs. Please listen to the people of Jersey City and their needs. I'd be happy to speak further on the subject, if you so please. My contact information is below.

534

I would prefer to keep the park as natural as possible.
I believe that there are other places in Jersey City for the much needed Athletic Fields...but LSP should remain focused on natural areas.
There are dozens of vacant lots / land that could be developed for youth athletic purposes.  I do not disagree that JC needs more athletic facilities (Caven Point needs help and more options) but why does that have to be LSP?  I've seen 
that question answered....?

535

Hello, I am writing in opposition to the proposed plans for Liberty State Park by Paul Fireman. Myself and many community members do NOT want any kind of stadium or shopping mall to be build on our already wonderful park. Please 
keep Liberty State Park as it is. thank you

536

I have been leading monthly walks through peaceful Liberty State Park for about 6 years. Everyone who joins my walk lives the views, the beauty. The nature, and the peacefulness of the park. It is a state park not a municipal park and it 
should not be turned into a municipal park by creating facilities that will bring loud crowds of people to ballfields, arenas, and the like. It should just have trails for walking through nature for quiet contemplation.

537

Liberty State Park is, for now, a people's park.  Do NOT let any more of that property go to a private entity.  I have lived here in Jersey City for over 30 years, and we have seen developers (wolves in sheep's clothing) try again and again to 
take this land.  Improve and revitalize, sure.   We should never have allowed the private exclusive golf course.  But once the land is taken, as we have seen, it is gone forever.
Please be careful.  Ask simply who ultimately benefits from any change.  Watch out for clever private entities as they will mask their intent, mask how they compensate those making the decisions.  Gone are the old days of out-right 
money changing hands; now bribes are done with real estate, boats or RVs, and other means.  If these developers cannot convince someone who has a say in taking some of LSP, they will resort from "carrot" to "stick".
Act like your children's future depends on it.  Because it does, at least for my child and the others who live here.

538 Liberty state park is beautiful as it is - stop cutting trees and decimating it for so called development

539

I watched the March Task Force / DEP meeting via the recording posted on your website / YouTube.  First of all thank you for the work you are doing and your effort to make these meetings open to all.  I live in Central NJ but have visited 
LSP many times and really enjoy the waterfront walk and the Caven Point Beach section when it is open to the public.  I want to echo most of the comments made by the Public.  It's an insult that a number of Task Force members, 
including Bob Hurley, decided to leave before the public comments.  And I agree with the public speakers that anyone receiving money to be on the task force should be either forced to resign or have the source of the money they 
receive be made available to the public.
LSP is a State Park.  I think the efforts being made to provide active recreation makes since in the 60 acres identified for this purpose.  I am less enthusiastic about using the grounds adjacent to the marina for this purpose.  Making the 
park more accessible to the local residents using a combination of walking and biking paths makes sense.  Adding a trolley/shuttle from the existing Light Rail stations makes sense (electrified please).  What should never be added to a 
public state park are the items being pushed by the Fireman team.  No large sports or music arenas.  No commercial facilities closed to the general public.
And please, make it clear as soon as possible what are the plans for the Caven Point Beach area in Phase 2.  In my mind the area is already a wonderful spot for nature and people who seek out this resource.  I don't think it needs much 
else.  I understand why it's closed part of the year for bird nesting.  That's fine.  They deserve a place in the park as well.
Again, thanks for what you do and please make sure all future meetings are open to the public.

540

I oppose Paul Fireman’s proposal to develop Liberty State Park into a sports and entertainment complex. LSP is a crucial public service that should be preserved for the residents of Jersey City and others. I support the  DEP’s interior 
habitats plan.

541

I oppose commercialization of Liberty State Park. Instead of building a football stadium and concert venue, we should make new walking paths to create more opportunities for Jersey City residents to enjoy nature. This plan enhances 
flood resiliency as well.

542

Keep Liberty State Park for the people of New Jersey and oppose privatization. Liberty State Park needs more areas for natural recreation, nature trails, and to create a Central Park-like setting for New Jersey. Liberty State Park does not 
need sports and entertainment complexes able to fit thousands or private facilities that will be cost prohibitive for many in the local area. Calls from third-parties to include additional sports fields within Liberty State Park should be 
dismissed as they overlook the existing facilities within Jersey City that could be rehabilitated and revitalized for future generations without impacting public green space. Keep Liberty State Park a green space and a park for the people 
of New Jersey, not private interests.
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543

I am opposed to the their Sports and Entertainment Complex plan of an exclusionary, traffic-jam-causing, admission-fee 5000 seat football stadium & 7000 seat commercial concert venue and eliminating the DEP's science-based 
spectacular Interior habitats plan, a flood resiliency plan with wetlands, open space and miles of paths.
This park should be like Central park for manhattan a place for nature and solitude and activity - - but not profit driven venues and more roads.
additionally would prefer that the RR station be the home of the farmers market and not all sports fields bundled together by the marina.
We have space, lets use it to our advantage and provide open areas in between, more bike and walking paths and opportunities for NJ residents to be active.

544

Please,  please keep Liberty State Park as is, a free and open park to the public.    It is a much needed green space for people to enjoy.  I live in Portland Oregon, but have visited this beautiful park several times with my dear, old friend 
Sam Pesin.    Thank you for listening,

545

Passive recreation is what people need. We do not need any more stadiums with $14 hot dogs. We do not need concert venues with $150 tickets. We do not need the chaos, traffic, garbage, congestion & more playgrounds for the rich. 
Please do not take away the place that thousands upon thousands of people enjoy for walking, running, biking, picnicking,  relaxing, views & general recreation. Do not give away the People’s Park to the billionaire special interests who 
already have more than they could spend in two lifetimes. The rest of us deserve consideration. I beg you.

546

Liberty state park is a community staple. We need to preserve our local parks, the integrity of the land and the beautiful space it provides to gather without needing to spend money. This is somewhere my family spends most of our free 
time. We need more third spaces that don’t require an absurd entry fee. Please reconsider building here. Maintain our walking paths and put the money into flood prevention instead.

547

As a long time, Jersey City resident I am so horrified by this plan. This would be taking away such an amazing opportunity for Jersey City and North Jersey residents to enjoy a state park. Flooding acres worth of contaminated land is not an 
answer. There are such better uses of this land and I don’t understand why the DEP is being so staunch in their endeavor to flood it out. Also, the modest fields that the DEP has planned in a bizarre location that would take away the open 
grass area along the marina that people enjoy. The fields would be so smooshed together in such a tight space when we have such a large park to make use of. WHY? The Peoples Park Foundation has presented a much much much 
better plan and I feel that they need to be heard out by the people in charge.

548

The integrity of preserved land must be protected. The worst use would be the transfer of any preserved land or rights, under any circumstances, to a new owner with a highly exclusive business. We build a strong society and make 
everyone wealthier and healthier by honoring our commitments and respecting democratic institutions.

549

Please take your billions of dollars and learn how to read,  WE DON'T WANT YOU!  
Is that clear enough?  
Go play somewhere else.  We're busy.

550

As a resident of Jersey City I believe that the park is being underutilized  
There are many more opportunities for the community to use the park other than walking and bird watching  
There is not enough room in Jersey City for arenas etc.  
I don’t believe it should be used to extend the golf course but there is so much room for more activities for you and old alike

551

As a long term resident of Jersey City, I have truly enjoyed the oasis that LSP is to us city dwellers. Calm, serene, nature's own therapy for mental and physical well being. It is truly a privilege to enjoy this wondrous state park. During deep 
Covid periods, the park offered solace. While the revitalization plan "sounds" good, I am deeply concerned that it will bring the typical development features of business centric changes - and take away the natural habitats. My son has 
enjoyed chasing wild rabbits, and admiring deer near the forested areas, and suddenly I see many many trees mowed down. The price of revitalization! I really do hope that the development plan focused primarily on preserving natural 
elements and not give into business interests of construction, concrete jungles and paved streets instead choosing to leave nature be!

552

What do the people want for Liberty State Park?  We want a PARK!!!  We do not want stadiums or arenas which will exclude most of the population and also intrude upon the local neighborhoods with traffic, noise and pollution.
LSP needs to be kept a pristine OPEN space for passive recreation and nature.  Green space is of the utmost  importance.  
Rich businessmen should have NO say in what happens here.  We do not need an extension of a golf course.  This will not help the people of New Jersey enjoy LSP.  
WE need open air, festivals which will encourage the public to visit this park, and make them free to the public,
This park is the PUBLIC"S  park.  Not one that belongs to greedy people who just want to make money!!
FINALLY... to try to EXCLUDE the public from this process is shameful.  The public deserves better.  New Jersey deserves better.
Governor Murphy, listen to the people, not the businessmen.

553

Liberty State Park has always been a place where families can go to enjoy the peace of nature and the beauty of the outdoors. We don't need stadiums or water parks or more cement, we need nature. We need playgrounds and grass to 
fly kites.
Educational Arts Team/ Camp Liberty has been a staple in the community for nearly 50 years. They give the children of Jersey City and Hudson County a green sanctuary where they can just be kids and enjoy a technology free space, all 
technically within Jersey City. There is no other space like Camp Liberty.  Keep Camp Liberty for another 50 years!
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554

I am 100% against the commercialization of Liberty State Park.   The Park isn't supposed to make money - it's a PARK, not a PARKING LOT for Paul Fireman’s 5,000 seat football stadium or 7,000 seat commercial concert venue, both of 
which I firmly oppose.
Wildlife, nature, and habitats need to continue to be protected, with the park minimally developed to maintain and improve quality of life for the residents of New Jersey.

555

To whom it may concern: It is my belief that LSP should remain a natural protected environment which encourages free recreational use. I am opposed to the plan being proposed which involves a football/concert stadium and other 
commercial venues. I have lived in Jersey City for over 25 years and hope that any development of the park will be done with environmental concerns placed above commercial ones. Open green space is necessary in a densely 
populated city like ours and I encourage additional development which preserves wetlands, adds additional flora and is open and free to residents.

556 I am commenting to add my voice to the community that clearly does NOT want stadiums and venues in our park. Let us enjoy the resource as it was intended to be. A natural environment.

557

For over 30 years, the public has said it wants Liberty State Park to have wildlife preserves, bird sanctuaries, open-space for nature walks where students can learn through science about nature and where the general public can go to 
escape the noise and stress of modern living. We also accept that some of the park should be for some  basic athletics, such as tennis, pickle ball, exercise, possibly swimming or camping.  We never wanted a huge, noisy stadium that 
would increase traffic and air pollution in the community.  We are glad to see work is beginning to remove toxins and recreate a natural habitat. Thanks for your efforts on our behalf.

558 Please stop the privatization of Liberty State Park. It is a public park for all residents.

559

LSP is beautiful as it is. A refreshing  place for adult and child. It has been so since I was a child over fifty years ago and the same for my children over twenty years ago. It is a sanctuary of sorts in the midst of a busy Jersey City. I have 
always called it, "My happy place". It brings joy and promotes good health in many ways for the residents. We need it to stay. Do not disturb.

560

Please do NOT build a stadium in Liberty State Park.  The fallout is litter, traffic, demand for water, sewer, food, medical emergency care, ad infinitum from the concentration of people in one area who rush in and rush out.  It's beyond 
detrimental to promoting a healthy home here in the metropolitan area for the rest of us.  And it's for the pleasure of wealthy investors who are always on the lookout for the next beautiful thing to exploit for their own gain.  Such a project 
is not for everyday hard working people who need someplace to decompress, enjoy a healthy outdoor experience and rest.  Again please don't do this.  Thank you

561

I am writing today in opposition to billionaire Paul Fireman's continued assault on green public spaces in Jersey City. In a place with some of the highest pollution levels in the country, we need more trees and nature, not commercial 
venues reserved for the affluent few. I hope you will FINALLY deliver on the extreme efforts of the Friends of Liberty State Park and countless volunteers to improve LSP with open space, wildlife restoration, wetlands to combat climate 
change and 60 acres of free active recreation.

562

Leave LSP alone. It's for the people! The public! We enjoy it immensely just as it is. The great outdoors where we can enjoy walking, riding our bike, picnicking, children playing or just to unwind as we watch the sunset, etc.,etc. Nothing 
needs to be built on it. Leave it.  
It was messed up years ago when part of it was sold to some boat/ship business on the Johnston Ave side.  It became a graveyard for boat parts.  All that beautiful land where they once held outdoors concerts, a bring your own chair or 
blanket thing. That beautiful area was for the people too and they messed it up by allowing privatization of that land. All that beautiful green grass became mud with rusty boat/ship parts sitting on top of it. This is just an example of what 
these selfish people will to do. Destroy something beautiful for their own gain but pretend it's for the people. Well the people don't want their change.   
Take privatization somewhere else other than LSP. There's plenty of available land around town, I'm sure....elsewhere. Thank you.
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I am concerned with the inherent bias of the Liberty State Park Design Task Force when it comes to the discussion of active recreation, arts, and culture for the interior of the park. Two of the members of the task force, Elnardo Webster, 
Jr. and Bob Hurley, are on the payroll of Mr. Paul Fireman, who has been attempting to turn Liberty State Park into his own sports development complex for decades. In fact, in the report of the March 2023 meeting, section 5, subsection 
g, it says, "During the course of the 2021-2022 LSP-D Task Force discussions, some task force members independently pursued an evaluation of parkwide opportunities for indoor and outdoor recreational development and other 
features. While this evaluation was conducted outside the auspices of the LSP-D Task Force, the members who privately sponsored the evaluation shared the resulting concepts with the LSP-D Task force members and presented 
concepts at LSP-D Task force meetings and elsewhere." Why are members of the task force "independently pursuing" evaluations of any kind without the consent of the majority of the task force or the DEP? It's unsurprising that the 
concepts that were shared with the task force following the "independent evaluation" were "a community center swimming natatorium, four (4) full size basketball courts, two (2) 2,000 seat NHL size hockey rinks, an indoor track, health 
center, concessions and/or restaurants, and community space; an enhanced waterfront area with kayak launch, community gardens and greenhouses, extensive walkways to explore the park, 7,000 seat open concert and event venue, 
5,000 seat open, lighted football/soccer/multi-use complex with fields and stands for spectators, Olympic level open space 400 m 8 lane track and field facility, and a three (3) season open community activity center for use for farmer’s 
markets, craft fairs and for flex space." 
I'm not opposed to basketball courts, a community pool, community gardens, walkways, or multipurpose sports fields with stands for spectators. However, why would Olympic size or NHL size stadiums and facilities be necessary in a 
community park? Is New Jersey planning on hosting the Olympics in Liberty State Park? That's not what the park is for! The park is for public use by the people of the community and for visitors from across the state and nation. 
Commercial sports and concert venues have no place in a public park. The noise, the traffic, and the exclusivity those venues would produce would be a major detriment to "the people's park." It would make the area off limits to those 
without the connections or economic resources to access the facilities and would certainly mean the end of a "Liberty State for all."
I strongly support the DEP's original plan with the inclusion of multipurpose sports fields and playgrounds in the Northern Recreation area. I have stated before that I am not a fan of turning the historic railroad terminal into a glorified art 
modern art exhibit. I would much prefer if the area was to be conserved and preserved as a historical site and included educational, historical interpretative exhibits. However, as long as the train shed and terminal remain free an dopen 
to the public, what is done there won't be at odds with the free and public nature of a state park. This is in constrast to the possibility of commercial sports and entertainment development in the park. Again, that is not what a state park 
is for! 
I commend the DEP for their efforts to preserve the park's environmental integrity and truly hope they will stick strongly to their original plans for free, public active recreation space for the community and extensive rehabilitated green 
space in the park's interior for the wider community of flora and fauna, which also deserve use of the park along with the people. Please, Commissioner LaTourette, hold your ground and don't bow down to the selfishness of men with 
money. Your strength and guidance will be an inspiration for future generations.

564

I do not want Paul Fireman's commercial assault on Liberty State Park. As an avid runner, the miles of paths and open green spaces in a hectic and bustling city is what my NYC co-workers and fellow runners are jealous of. Additionally, 
the open green spaces provides clean air, opportunity for community gatherings, farmers' markets as so much more. Parks and recreation isn't a privilege, it's a citizen's right.

565

LSP IS A BEAUTIFUL PARK THAT ALLOWS FAMILIES TO COME ENJOY NATURE ANDTHE OUTDOORS WITHOUT ALL THE PRESSURES GOING  ON IN THE WORLD. TO COMMERCIALIZE ANY PART OF THE PARK IS A DIS-SERVICE TO 
MANKIND. PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY PUR BEAUTIFUL PARK.

566

I am writing in strong opposition to the proposed commercial development at Liberty State Park. This park is one of few public, green/natural spaces in the area. There are numerous nearby concert venues and football stadiums, 
however Liberty State Park is uniquely situated in a position to help connect local residents to natural spaces and wildlife. Any parking lot or abandoned warehouse could potentially be converted to another commercial space, however, 
there are precious few natural areas designated exclusively for the public. I and many other local residents instead support restoration of natural ecosystems for the public's enjoyment. This kind of restoration will be appreciated in 
decades and even centuries to come, while any commercial development will quickly depreciated with no guarantee of support or interest in the long-term.

567

As a long standing tenant of Liberty Landing Marina, I am against the revitalization project.  It doesn't take into affect any of the actual paying occupants (where LL Marina is our home), and how we want our back yard to be utilized.  First, 
the elimination of all the parking next to the marina will inhibit the convenience and use of the docks, how we access our boat, how we deliver food/supplies/etc.  Second, we have a right as any tenant of "Quiet Enjoyment".  A sports 
stadium, baseball fields, etc will deplete any quiet enjoyment that we love and appreciate about Liberty Landing.   Thank you for your time.   

568 Please, please, please keep this Park public.  We need more nature to enjoy, not sports complex.

569

An absolute travesty of a "plan" that will offer nothing but issues for Liberty State Park. Are these developers even aware of the flooding that occurs in the areas they want to build these entertainment venues? Do they realize how many 
people that pay significant amounts of money to Liberty Landing Marina will be inconvenienced? Are they aware of the environmental footprint they'll be creating with lights, electricity, trash, noise pollution, etc? This is a beautiful state 
park that needs none of these "amenities," and how the creators of this plan don't realize they'll be destroying such a wonderful space is beyond comprehension. Thank you.

570

Please preserve the wetlands and the whereabouts of the liberty state park.  This is so wonderful to see the birds and ducks nestling every year.  Like many other local residents, this park gives me the peace of mind on running, biking 
and taking a day off without the city stress.  
WE DEFINITELY DON'T NEED ANY FURTHER COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT INTO THE LIBERTY PARK.  THIS IS OUR HOME TO PEACE. - Thank you.

571 Please do not deforest any more acres of the park. We have wild animals living there. Please protect the park

572

Please preserve the wetlands and the whereabouts of the liberty state park.  This is so wonderful to see the birds and ducks nestling every year.  Like many other local residents, this park gives me the peace of mind on running, biking 
and taking a day off without the city stress.
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Below are my comments about the Liberty State Park Revitalization Program:
1. I SUPPORT public open space, nature and the planned 60 acres of free active recreation.   
2. I OPPOSE plans to use the park for commercial purposes such as stadium or concert venue
3. I OPPOSE any PA systems and stadium lights as they would create noise/light nuisances for the community across the Morris Canal

574

Please do not destroy our park & peace with the chaos of a sports arena. It’s already a disaster driving through our area, this idea would create nothing short of insanity. Yes, these kids need something to do in J.C. however destroying our 
park is not the answer.

575

Liberty State Park is our backyard, a place of open air, water, walkways, bikes, birds, picnics, kites, kids, and seniors. It's our place of open natural beauty overlooking a dense cityscape, an amazing and awe-inspiring green space. 
Please don't take it away.

576

I oppose the LSP revitalization project - specifically against the stadium building. There is NO way this project protects or preserves the natural environment; in fact will continue to cause the opposite issues of traffic, pollution, exclusion 
to our local community. I am a longtime resident of Jersey City with my family and always loved the community aspect. LSP we frequently every week to run, bike, walk, and play. This project undoubtedly will bring division and worsening 
conditions.

577

As a passionate advocate for environmental stewardship and community well-being, I believe this initiative holds immense promise for our beloved urban oasis that Liberty State Park is. The enhanced ecosystem restoration plan is 
particularly exciting and critical for the region. By reintroducing tidal marshes, wetlands, meadows, and urban forests, we would not only create breathtaking panoramic hilltops and sweeping harbor/skyline views but also build 
resilience to flooding and climate change. The flood resiliency design aligns perfectly with the state's commitment to safeguarding New Jerseyans, in this case Liberty State Park, against the increasing threats posed by extreme weather 
events. The addition of saltmarsh and the enhancement of upland maritime habitats will not only protect against flooding but also foster biodiversity and ecological balance in a nationally recognized estuary of critical importance. And 
let’s not forget the miles of interconnected paths—more than mere trails, they are pathways to community engagement. Whether walking, running, or cycling, these routes will connect us to nature, history, and each other. They will 
invite exploration, exercise, and moments of reflection, reinforcing the park’s role as a shared space for all. As we look forward, envisioning Liberty State Park as a model of sustainable urban park design—one that balances active 
recreation, arts, culture, and environmental stewardship—is invigorating and I urge the task force and the NJDEP to keep Liberty State Park exactly that, a park and not a commercial venue.

578 Please protect the natural integrity of Liberty State Park.  Initiate laws to protect this park.  This lack of responsible representation in preserving this park from private interests is deplorable.  Protect this park!
579 Keep LSP the way it is, with its natural beauty and peace, instead of building nonsense amphitheaters and stadiums that will only add ugliness

580

I do not want a stadium at Liberty State Park. I want a park that fosters nature based recreation, preserves wetlands, provides open space for groups and families and miles of paths for walkers and cyclists.  Stadiums are not park 
friendly and should be located near public transit systems in or outside the city.  Parks are places to breathe and commune; not to compete!  Get your stadium plans out of our beautiful, natural parks!

581

We are very fortunate to have access to a public park within our community. This park serves as a vital green space where individuals and families can come together, engage in recreational activities, and enjoy the benefits of nature. 
Utilizing this space for anything other than that would not only undermine the community's investment in these shared ideals but also detract from our collective responsibility to preserve and respect nature.

582

Liberty State Park belongs to the people!!! It is outrageous that this is even up for discussion!  
This is our, much needed park that is very close to my heart!

583

Hello, lifelong JC resident here. In NO WAY should LSP be turned into some entertainment center by a greedy billionare. The park is a bastion for the community and the animals of Hudson county. We don't NEED more basketball courts 
or golft courses. We need more of nature's wonderful bounty and to provide a haven for the wonderful animals that live in nature.

584 leave the park as it is there is a lot of wildlife in the park more than before where are they to go into the river enough of building in Jersey city especially a state park

585

I want the LSP to stay open for everyone. You can't allow this park to go private. Ita also a science sanctuary which kids from many JC schools visit all the time for various learning activities. Where will all the kids and families go if you 
allow this park to be used for any commercial reasons?!

586 Leave the park alone. Not every inch of every city needs to be developed. Leave it fre, free of cost, free of clutter, free of his FOR PROFIT plans, free to just live & be!!!

587

A park for all would encompass the needs of all. The park as it is now and as the Friends of LSP would have it would continue to make it a park for a few. Mainly those who are not the undeserved and undervalued. The DEP proposal which 
the Friends of LSP support is nothing more than environmental racism. So what a billionaire is supporting something for all people. That’s someone putting his money to good use for all people. Let’s stop focusing on the who is backing 
what and focus on the what it will be helping.  This isn’t about anything but keeping people of color and those that lack  financial means from enjoying a space that should serve all. Let’s stop cloaking racism behind political bickering. If 
the park can be used for champagne sponsored polo matches it should be available for youth sports and other cultural events which it is not suited for nor has ever been used for previously.
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I have been utilizing the open space at Liberty State park for many years, except when there are firework displays. Who wants to wait in that horrendous traffic?  Building one or two huge stadiums that would be used for concerts would 
create the exact same traffic nightmare.  Not just for people who live quite close to the park, it would affect people driving towards Hudson County and New York City.  Additionally it would create mayhem for light rail passengers. I don't 
really see how this idea benefits anyone except concert promoters. 
The attempt at seizing Liberty State for Paul Fireman's personal gain is so clearly obvious here.   Because he has money to spread around to influence leglislators, we presently do not  have a protect Liberty State Park act.  For years he 
has had a posh golf course with promises to give back to the immediate area and he has done nothing.   People use Liberty State Park for walking, birthday parties, playing ball, cycling and enjoying the view, exactly the kind of things a 
park should be used for.  Please move forward considering the thousands of people who use the free space in LSP and don't have the money to spend on trying to convince people of their interests.  Privatization is not a plus for out of 
town visitors to LSP or the people of Jersey City.   Privatization of Liberty State Park is not a plus for Jersey City or for NJ.  A few ball fields or other recreation areas that would benefit the local population is acceptable, especially since the 
administration of Jersey City has done little in that area for public recreation programs.   I understand that no other state parks include recreational fields for local team sports, but Jersey City is more interested in facilitating building 
apartments for the wealthy instead of children's recreational needs.  - Thank you

589

First, thank you for leading a transparent process to this point. I echo the sentiment from the hearing that 5 million visitors a year wouldn't happen if the park wasn't meeting a significant need in its present form. While there are areas of 
improvement needed and welcomed, maintaining the flexibility of the space must be paramount in planning. Permanent structures like stadiums and bleachers that can't be utilized in another manner when there are no games should 
be a non-starter. Every permanent structure lying dormant takes away from the flexibility that has made the park so inviting to millions of visitors every year.
It is extremely important to take a real look at the financial implications of limited use permanent structures as it applies to long term financial health and stability of the park's overall budget. Jersey City has not been able to generate the 
local demand to keep stadiums, performance venues, or even nationally recognized sports institutions afloat. Those resorting to well documented misinformation about this process are aware of that fact. Without a demonstrated 
regional or statewide demand, it seems irresponsible to add the financial burden of limited use permanent structures to the park's budget. This is particularly true if those structure's best case use scenarios, on weekends and summer 
months, will also negatively impact the experience of the millions who visit the park without these structures existing presently.
While I am generally opposed to permanent limited use facilities, even in reclaimed areas, I am very much in favor of a serious revamping of transportation options within the park to avoid paving open space. As someone who has arrived 
at the park via the light rail pushing a stroller to the waterfront, ridden to Caven Point from the Heights with my daughter, and arrived numerous times in numerous ways for a myriad of reasons, I know getting around the park can be 
challenging. At a minimum, a shuttle from the light rail station would help bring those who cannot drive or ride in enjoy the open space they may not otherwise be able to get to. 
This is particularly crucial for the southern improvements, which has no public transit option. As someone who has used the park and attended annual events in and adjacent to the park (Fleet Week, PGA, LPGA, etc.), those existing 
influxes of people already demonstrate the challenges of increased traffic in and around the park during peak times. Anything drawing more people to the park must put not drawing additional cars at the forefront of planning. Also, 
facilities like the aquatic center need to make sure the community can actually get to them, which as currently proposed would be a significant challenge to the estimated 40% of Jersey City households that lack cars. 
Finally, I have great hope for restoring the piers on the south end and the continued protection of Caven Point. The piers and Caven Point are regular stops, with this year being the first I've seen harbor seals after years of trying. The 
exposed rebar made me reluctant to take our youngest out to see them, but the nine that were there was spectacular with a zoom lens. In addition, our family and many others we know rely on Caven Point for the chance to "walk through 
the woods" observing birds and various paw prints in our city that otherwise lacks woodland trails.  The trails may not be long, but they can't be replicated elsewhere in the city, particularly ending at a great spot for a picnic and throw 
shells into the water. 
 I realize the committee has a large task ahead of it. Please protect the flexible nature of the park. Thank you for your time.

590

Please leave the park as a the wonderful park that it is for the general public and population. We need all the greenery we can get. The park is always good for many events . Kite shows and festivals are one of the many best usages for the 
park and people to enjoy. 
Again, please leave the park as is. 

591

Implementing, the Department of Environmental Protection revitalization activities in the Southern and Waterfront areas of LSP, in the park’s Interior (Phase 1A) and Northern (Phase 1B) areas into a holistic park-wide network is 
CRITiCAL to long-term. environmental protection of a very unique natural habitat that once destroyed can never be replaced.  The LSP resource is not only an ecosystem habitat that is not replicated anywhere on the NYC facing 
coastline, it is an invaluable resource to all residents of New Jersey and beyond who enjoy a state Park environment that is not replicated anywhere else.  For the citizens of Jersey City it is our Central Park and is a social, recreational and 
environmental treasure to be protected for our current generations and for all future generations.

592

Hello, I'm a Girl Scout Troop Leader here in Jersey City and 16 year homeowner and resident of downtown JC. I feel firmly that LSP should not be commercialized and should be accessible to all the public. The wetlands are crucial 
habitat for birds and other wildlife and do not cause flooding. They help mitigate flooding. They should not be destroyed, but preserved. I do not want a large stadium built that charge for tickets for people to attend concerts in the park. 
Please take my concerns into consideration as you move forward with your plans.

593

I oppose commercial use of the park other than small vendors for food and basic amenities/gifts. 
Please expand the park for public use recreation,  kids programs, cycling, running and public sports facilities.
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I am AGAINST ALL PRIVATIZATION. 
Caven Point, one of the last undisturbed estuaries that provides a nesting area for sandpipers, songbirds, turtles, horseshoe crabs, egrets, osprey, and small animals needs to be preserved. This land is for people to enjoy nature, not 
profit.

595

Liberty State Park, as an idea, was initiated by the people of Jersey City.  After the idea became a reality it was, time and again, fought for by the people of Jersey City, as various interests arose seeking to commercialize it.
The fight has never ended.
It should be apparent by now that the people who use and frequent the park want it to remain what it is—a free, public recreational resource.
Once again, however, a bid to commercialize the park is being made, and it’s up to you to render a decision on the matter.  
I am likely older than those of you who have the authority to make this decision.  Allow me then to remind you that we all have an appointment with an intensive care unit sooner or later.  We all have to die.  As you get closer to that 
eventuality, you may find yourself in a reflective mood.  How will you look back on this decision you are about to make?  Will you look back on it as a favor you did for a wealthy individual who made you promises that were never kept?  Or 
will you think of it as having done the right thing—for the people, the common people, the ordinary people who asked for your consideration and made no promises.
I’d like to leave you with a thought expressed long ago by a very wise man.  He said something to the effect that “public service is doing justice without requiring justice.”
Think about it.

596 I am against this proposal.   Keep the park natural

597

Sorry, I hit submit too fast - I believe I cut out my comment on the stadium, but forgot to add back in at the end. I do not want to see larger stadium, event spaces etc included in the Park plan. I know there is nothing like this at the 
moment, but the Holistic Long-term master plan is vague - especially since it is coming after the implementation of Phase 1 A and B. Also, it is concerning that the Caven Point wildlife area is not protected or set aside on the map in the 
current plan. 

598

Dear DEP Task Force, I attended the recent public meeting in LSP on the topic of revitalization and was dismayed to observe the members of the ironically-named “People’s Park Foundation” depart BEFORE the public comments on the 
agenda even began.  These people, who have deservedly earned their excellent reputations in JC community athletics, seem all too willing to sully and sacrifice their good names in support of a billionaire who cares for nothing except 
the revenue he can generate from a vulnerable, natural resource in our midst.  
What made such a sight even more upsetting is that these folks departed shortly after two of the members suggested that an “executive session” be held. 
It is a slap in the face to the many tireless, working-class, hearts-in-the-right-place folks who unselfishly dedicate their time and energy to preserving a rare natural gem in Jersey City’s crown for EVERYONE, not just for cronies of 
billionaire.  The members of the PPF seek to exploit and replace this natural urban oasis with a synthetic, pollution-and-traffic generating commercial monster.  That’s it.
Destroying what is truly the last natural frontier on this side of the Hudson is not the answer.   There ARE other options for creating a viable venue for the sorely-needed athletic resources for our youth.  It is the City’s responsibility to 
identify and allocate the necessary lands to pursue such a virtuous goal. 
The DEP must seek to uphold the “P” in its name.  Otherwise, it should consider changing the acronym to “DEE,” with the last “e” standing for “exploitation” and/or “extermination.”
Thank you for your consideration.  It is truly my fervent hope that this task force uphold its original plans for LSP (i. e.  Interior habitats plan, a flood resiliency plan with wetlands, open space and miles of paths).

599

I am against any athletic plans; especially, permanent structure or designated area. At minimum, a flexible field only. There are enough recreation fields and structures around the city but not enough "natural" greenspaces and 
peaceful/quiet spaces from traffic. We need to think about the long-term affects of climate change in all phases.

600

Phase 1B - It is important for the recreation areas to be accessible to all. Is there a plan for use of the fields by rec. teams/local schools, open time for pick up games? How about transporting groups to use the fields? I know that there 
are some local places where the fields are locked up and sit empty for most of the time, making the recreation space only available to a few, so it is important to have the field managed. 
Phase 2 - Track and field, skatepark and a community pool all sound great - same comments as far as accessibility to maximize use. Having a small concession (like many of the swim areas at State Park Lakes) would be good. Hopefully 
there will still be lots of open space for picnics and grilling. Also, I think it is very important to leave wild space with trails for the flora and fauna, and preserve Caven Point for wildlife habitat and education programs by the park rangers. 
It was discouraging to see such a large swath of the park razed of most trees and plants across from the Science Center. I do hope that this means there are remediation and plantings scheduled for this year, otherwise, it is likely to 
come back with a lot of the phragmites and other weed species, and will have to torn up/disrupted again. Kind of surprising the work was not done in smaller sections for less impact on wildlife.

601

Please leave our park alone! Have any of you ever heard of a group trying to privatize Central Park? Who would dare?!? 
We need open space for humans to enjoy and our wildlife to be preserved.  
We do not need a stadium of any size nor a theater. We do not need giant ball fields for sporting events.  
We need to preserve what we have. There are plenty of high rises going up and Mr. Billionaire does not need to expand his golf course any further. I am disappointed that Mr. Hurley, who is a Hudson County native, would even associate 
himself with such horrific ideas.  
We need to leave Liberty State Park alone!
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Liberty State Park is OUR park. And we want it to stay that way! Last Sunday, the first warm beautiful day of the year, people flocked to the park to enjoy it. The roads were jammed, there was no parking. Lines were long to get in and out of 
the park. Yet, we managed to find a spot, and enjoyed a beautiful couple of hours with my family.
We DO NOT need a 5,000 seat stadium. or a 7,000 seat concert venue!!! How would all these people get in and out of the park?!!! To try to imagine this is just so CRAZY!!! 
Our park is beautiful the way it is. We go there for peace and quiet. To enjoy our family, nature, the waterfront. 
We DO NOT need more cars.
We DO NOT need more noise. 
These are NOT improvements.
Only a handful of greedy people want this!
Please DO NOT destroy our park with this madness! We are begging you. -Thanks for listening.

603

It is imperative to keep LSP with a science-based spectacular Interior habitats plan, a flood resiliency plan with wetlands, open space and miles of paths. We want and need our natural habitats in LSP to flourish without any infringement 
whatsoever by outsidecommercial ventures.

604

To whom it may concern, Hereby this comment, I wish to express my strong support for the current effort to preserve and expand the open space element of the current design of Liberty State Park's (LSP) planned revitalization and my 
firm opposition to any and all attempts to monetize what is a uniquely precious public good in the name of private commercial recreation and entertainment. 
LSP is the crown jewel in the state's public park system. It provides all New Jerseyans and visitors to our great state both breathtaking views and "breath catching" respite from one of the most densely populated urban environments in 
the country, if not the world. I can think of no other place where one can reach out and almost touch the Statue of Liberty and the New York City skyline, and simultaneously have close encounters with a four-point buck and a herd of 
does, furtively fastidious muskrats, the soulful calls of Mourning Doves and chatty flocks of migrating Brant Geese. This spectacular intersection of our manmade and natural worlds is one that must be cherished and augmented, not 
compromised to make room for more conventional activities, which, while they have an important role to play in our community, it is certainly not one that should be inside the boundaries of this fragile parkland. 
I am already dismayed by the heavy bumper-to-bumper traffic that often clogs park roads on weekends and holidays. The introduction of yet more traffic-drawing venues threatens to turn this park into a just another one of our myriad 
parking lots. While I am all for dedicating a reasonable amount of park space to infrastructure for organized, non-commercial forms of recreation, culture and community education, such as sports, music, history, public art, nature 
walks, community gardens, etc., this infrastructure should serve the long-term health of the park's natural capital, not short-term monetary gains. 
The park's revitalization is an historic, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for today's generation to invest in something truly great that will generate enormous public benefit for generations to come. 
Let's please not squander it! 

605

Good Afternoon, I am opposed to any commercial venue plans being promoted by Paul Fireman and his paid surrogates on the task force. I firmly support the initial plan put forth by the DEP to continue the remediation of all interior 
acreage and the development of vital natural habitats in addition to the passive in active recreation in the remaining areas of the park.  
I strongly oppose task force meetings taking place behind closed doors. Liberty State Park belongs to the people and all decisions made about its future should include the public and allow robust debate and input as to how the park 
can best serve the people of Jersey City, New Jersey and beyond. 
The DEP has presented a strong vision for the park. Both phases address longstanding needs for the park while maintaining its natural beauty.
Thank you for all your hard work and dedication.

606

jersey city has so few green spaces available, that should be the priority for both health of the environment and health of the people who inhabit that environment. 
by green spaces i mean biodiverse plants, trees, native plantings, places for birds and small mammals, aquatic creatures, tidewater creatures, to inhabit. 
i think everything else is secondary, but of course it's nice to have paths for humans to navigate through this landscape, on bicycle and walking. : ) 
considering the trauma the land/region's been through (black tom explosion, years of industrial decay), it would be nice to try some things to calm the place down a bit.

607 LSP should not have a commercial venue where the community is charged in a public park. Open space is important for all no matter their economical level. It is a public park and making it commercial is a contradiction.

608

As a local resident I fully support the DEPs plans for the park, I'm a regular visitor to the park with my family and can see how these proposed changes will be of great benefit to the community and for outside visitors.
All of the existing proposed changes will be a great benefit to the community and allow for all people to enjoy, walk around and be in nature, while sill being able to use public facilities for specialist activities.

609

I’ve lived in Jersey City my whole life and treasure Liberty State Park for the natural resource that it is. I oppose any commercialization and see Fireman’s plans for what they are: a greedy corporate cash grab, all while claiming it is for the 
good of the public. How does razing vital natural wetlands so a ticketed for-profit stadium can be put up good for the public? Good for children? Liberty State Park is the jewel of Jersey City and provides the necessary outdoor space that 
we sorely need in our urban city, that I’ve depended on since I was a child. Any destruction instead of rehabilitation and preservation is a travesty and I will continue to campaign against it.
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610

Hi - I am a 24 year resident of Jersey City and love my home here.  I vehemently oppose any commercial development of our park, it is the only natural park we have left on the coast in the area.and my family has used this park to get 
away from commercial venues and the sounds of traffic and the city.  
If you have values and morals, this is not the time to put money over the local interests of the community and our natural environment.   There are more than enough areas in the metro area if these they would like to build a stadium or 
commercial establishment.   Stay away from our park, we are a powerful community and will not just step aside. 

611 Liberty state park should be kept for wildlife and passive enjoyment.  Do not build a stadium!

612

My kids have been attending Camp Liberty since they were 6 years old. They are now 13 and 11 and continue to enjoy the beauty and wonder of Liberty State Park. The Camp enables them the space to run freely and be kids. The 
memories and friends that they have made are forever and I want to continue the tradition and allow for generations to come to enjoy the same. Don’t take our park away, we will never be able to get it back.

613

My family - both my mother's and my father's -is from Jersey City.  My mother used to take us on the old CRR or Suburban (I think) bus line to Johnson Avenue in Jersey City to catch another bus over to Park Street where my grandparents 
lived.  I remember how busy the CRR ferry terminal was with NY bound workers getting off the train and walking through the terminal to catch the ferry.  And I remember -even as a kid - the lack of maintenance in the industrial area that 
surrounded the wooden shack where we would catch the bus.  The 'roads' the bus traveled on in what the Liberty State Park area is today were dirt, gravel, and after rains, puddle strewn.  I don't know if these trips had some influence on 
me becoming a licensed professional planner, but they might have.  I must have thought, 'Wow, can't NJ do better than this deplorable area directly across the Hudson River from Manhattan'?
I am writing this comment because finally, NJ actually is trying to do something in this area... something that would benefit ALL residents of Jersey City, Hudson County, New Jersey, and given how many people come to Liberty State Park 
to visit Ellis Island and the Statue of liberty, ALL Americans.  ALL visitors would be able to see and visit this beautiful public park that the NJDEP is designing for the remaining 'undeveloped' acres of the total park area.  That is as soon as 
the NJDEP and we members of the public can stop selfish billionaire Paul Firestone and misguided Bob Hurley from advancing their ridiculous, out of character, misplaced Sports and Entertainment Complex plan with its exclusionary 
traffic-jam-causing, admission-fee 5000 seat football stadium & 7000 seat commercial concert venue.  Don't we have enough concrete and pavement in Jersey City already?  Don't the 280,000 Jersey City residents need open space 
more than they need more air polluting vehicles coming into their backyard?  
I beg you to dismiss this for private profit driven commercial venue, and promote, approve, make happen the NJDEP's science-based open space plan with spectacular Interior habitats for the native wildlife who currently have such a 
hard time finding adequate habitat in our people populated NY/NJ region, a flood resiliency plan with wetlands, playgrounds, active recreation areas, open space and miles of paths for all New Jersey - but mostly under provided Jersey 
City - residents to visit, play in and enjoy with their children and grandchildren.  Don't destroy the Liberty State Park for all promise.

614

I oppose Mr. Fireman's plans for commercial venues such as large sports arenas, stadiums, entertainment and catering venues, etc. 
LSP's natural areas should be preserved to the best extent possible while also providing active recreational facilities for park goers.

615 No privatization of the park! It should be kept to preserve wildlife and serve as public green space that is open and equitable.

616

The Preservation of all the park with very little changes. I think keeping it simple, with added or upgraded walk/bikeways. The addition of some kind of Public Transportation, so driving to the park is lessoned.  I'm ok with a few added 
sport courts, but it doesn't really seem like the best place, seems like's there's better opportunity's and needs throughout the city than the State park. Consider planting trees to replace the old ones, that I was shocked by a pretty large 
clear cut. That's what helps make this place a treasure as well as Caven Point. Animals make it a special place unlike no other Thank you for listening.

617

Please keep Liberty State Park free and open for the people. Why should some billionaire get to profit from public land. Go to another state park and build there. Or better yet go buy some land and build there. Jersey City is densely 
populated and the residents need this free and open space.  - Thank you!

618

RE: Liberty State Park Development
Natural land and open space are scarce in our State of NJ & especially in the vicinity of Jersey City. 
The Governor, Politicians, and Private Groups should NOT be allowed to deface them and decrease the amount that still  exists in any way.
LSP, with its UNIQUE LOCATION, has been and should remain a Natural Parkland with its acreage of open and natural land. It has always been a destination for local City people and for visitors from all over NJ & the World who come to 
enjoy the open spaces and views of the  Hudson River, NYC & the Statue of Liberty.
  Elected officials should not be considering to allow any private development of any part of the area which would deface the existing parkland and affect wildlife in their life cycles, the natural open spaces, and the fine views from the 
parkland, and add to traffic congestion & pollution in the Jersey City area.
ANY DEVELOPMENT WOULD BE THE WRONG DEVELOPMENT FOR THIS AREA.
NJ officials should be proud that this parkland exists and let it stay as it is for all to enjoy.

619

The DEP Plan is an excellent compromise between keeping LSP open and to add some additional features and options for active recreation. Buliding a stadium will be a huge mistake that we will regret for many years to come. There is so 
little open space in our densely packed city, and it is important for the environment, and for public health, to have open green space that is a respite from the noise and congestion of Jersey City.
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620

Liberty State Park I'm 71 years old born and raised in New Jersey Jersey City going down to that area before was even designated a park with a group of dedicated individuals volunteering to clean the mess up where the group grew and 
grew to where the state got involved and made it a park where it's a beautiful open area for the people the people the common people not the chosen not the rich it's the states land it's our land the people volunteered to help and clean 
that area for years and never got any recognition now that's beautiful the rich want to come in and take it over we can't let that happen

621

PLEASE do not short change the  Marina area.  Please reconsider ample parking for all Marina tenants and guests.  Also, water pumps that on now located on west end great lawn be relocated on tree line closer to walkway as the pumps 
are a bit further down currently.  There is so much space with new interior land, please the Marina brings so much to the area.  Visitors love looking at it.  The world is  
Changing , but even if you are not a boater, it brings class to Jersey City.

622 Please keep LSP as public space for everyone and also for wildlife. I even saw seals in the water just next to LSP. Do not destroy this precious place for money oriented private sector and cooperation

623

As a new citizen to Jersey City, I feel that the utilization of a park meant for all designed for only a few is a terrible plan. The wildlife refuge within the park is important for the biodiversity of the city and the green space allows for 
absorption of any water should the area flood. The park acts a natural barrier also naturally housing deer and migrant bird species which are important for urban people like myself to interact with nature and know that such nature exists 
within the boundaries of a heavily urbanized region. Also, I have seen in others areas, the destruction of natural wildlife areas will never get rid of wildlife at all and the park will continue to utilized by animals no matter what. The 
proposed stadiums and concert venues will need high maintenance to even maintain them and so the cost to do will continuously rise over time due to excrement and waste from animals over time. These projects would lose money in 
the long run due to these costs. The park should be an open space with trails throughout the wildlife area and along the water front. The terminal can renovated to host community events and teach urban dwellers around the 
environment and educate others amount watercraft and such sports. The terminal can also serve as a marketplace for things such as farmers markets and full restoration would preserve the history of the park. The uses of public land 
for private purposes is symptomatic of misuse of city owned land that is meant for interactions with nature and a healthy lifestyle. Any construction of stadiums and other places for private use take away the value of the land from the 
public and any additional parking would destroy a park that is beloved by all and treasured by the citizens of Jersey City. It is for these reasons that I oppose the new plans by the newly appointed task force to benefit personally from the 
construction of stadiums and concert venues that would see money pass in their hands and not to the local government for the usage to provide services to citizens who need them the most. A park is something that, while being seen a 
waste of space to property developers, is treasured and used by citizens in an urbanized area to get away from the hustle and bustle of life and relax in the calm surroundings of nature. The Liberty State park should remain the property 
of the public and not become private property for the benefit of a few.

624

We NEED to preserve natural spaces, especially wetlands and tidal areas which can mitigate the effects of flooding. We NEED to respect Nature rather than try to wrangle it into submission. We will NOT win. 
What we DO NOT need is more earth covered in macadam, stadiums and buildings. Think about all the defunct shopping malls there are all over. All the trees being cut down for new malls - which we clearly don't need. 
Are we turning our country into a "Roman Circus" ?  One which will inevitably lead to the same demise as the Roman Empire?  Is Fireman and Crew tuning their fiddles?  Ae dollar signs all they see?

625 Keep the Liberty State Park free from stadiums and concert venues. We need a green peaceful area for the people of New Jersey.  No commercial spaces.

626

We don't want or need another American Dream! This is beautiful, historic land in Downtown Jersey City, a preservation, sanctuary, and home to many species, a wide open space. It's nature to be cherished and enjoyed by residents just 
as it is: a pleasant escape from commercialization, pollution, and noise, a peaceful respite from urban life for individuals and families. We want to protect it and its inhabitants, preserve it, and continue enjoying the walking trails in 
perpetuity.

627

This is a STATE PARK paid for with STATE funds to be enjoyed by anybody and everybody that comes there. It's not meant to be the playground, 
baseball field, football field, basketball court, concert venue for Jersey City. Any sports fields should be well away from the terminal building, 
closer to the entrance to the park so the large parking lots and public transport necessary to get to such fields won't interfere with peoples 
enjoyment of the park. Corridor space should be reserved for streetcar / light rail / railway access to the terminal. The DEP plan is the plan that should be followed.
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628

The Phase 2 plan does not indicate what is to be done with Caven Point, even though it is marked as being part of that phase.  Any feedback is incomplete until any plans or changes for that area are included.
I do not want the Recreation, Arts, and Culture facilities outlined in Phase 1B or most of the athletic facilities in the Long-term master plan (Phase 2) planned for Liberty State Park.  I think that they would ruin the park; in part, because 
they would take space away from the thousands of people who regularly already use the park for family reunions, picnics, exercise, and passive recreation.  More importantly, the staffing, upkeep, maintenance, and repair of these 
facilities would create a large expense, drawing money away from other parks, and creating a huge draw on state and DEP funds.  Money may be available short-term, but facilities like these would require a long-term commitment to a 
high level of funding.
The DEP has shown that it can manage its funds responsibly and balance the needs of people throughout the state, but funding comes through the legislature and there is no indication of how the legislature will fund the facilities 
outlined here long-term.  Long term funding will be a necessity.
We have nearby stadiums, entertainment venues, community centers, and athletic facilities that, even when they are more conveniently located than those proposed here, are already underused, underfunded, and in need of 
maintenance.   Adding more in Liberty State Park will not make the Park better and will not help improve the region.
If any area could be improved, it would be the areas now designated for the 'Community Center' and portion of the 2B near the intersection of Morris Pesin Blvd. and Burma Road.  As you are using it, the 'Community Center' too 
ambiguous and its use needs to be clarified.  The Burma Road site might be best used as an administrative center as the planned facilities will require a much expanded staff for maintenance, administration, and especially security.

629

To Whom It May Concern:      I am a lifelong resident of Jersey City and have worked for the Jersey City Redevelopment Agency for 50 years working on many projects with NJDEP. As a recent retiree I am able to spend more time enjoying 
the park as opposed to weekends and evenings during summer time.  I respectfully request your support in keeping the park as open space for the citizens of Jersey City and others who visit the park for its passive enjoyment and 
activities including but not limited to jogging, biking, rollerblading, picnicking and the children’s playground.  This would be a huge loss for the thousands of people who use the park. Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

630

How many revenue making stadiums does NJ need? There are many urban spaces that could be converted from broken industrial sites to income producing properties. There are not pristine wild areas left for citizens and animals to 
enjoy Mother Nature. I enjoyed a guided hike at Craven Point and felt compelled to support protecting this area from development. People need open space to escape the pressures of life. There are precious few areas left. The area has 
a rich history that young people need to be educated about. From glaciers forming the land mass, NYC city immigrant processing and Native American summer food harvesting, this acreage needs to be protected in its native form. NJ is 
most densely populated state in America. Need for green acres more important than ever! 

631

The revitalization of the old railroad station would be helpful to the park and its future. However, adding new infrastructure and making unnecessary changes to other areas of the park would be harmful for migratory animals. In addition 
it would harm the environment of the ones living in the park the whole year round. It is also important to remember the importance of the park in providing a natural area with minimal infrastructure for people to visit.

632

Liberty state park must remain as a natural oasis within the dense urban sprawl of the region.  Liberty state park must remain as habitat for wildlife. Those that worked tirelessly to transform
The once barren toxic wasteland into the green parkland for families and tourists alike to enjoy was not done for future developers to create single use arenas. Arenas which when
Used will cause major traffic and quality of life issues
For residents of the outlying perimeter. The highway infrastructure is already overwhelmed  on any given day as it is. I’m sure the developer will
Rely on local government and public apathy but as ever vote counts I am stead fast on a
No vote
To the use of liberty state park for anything other than maintaining the space in its most natural form.  Thank you.

633

No other state park in NJ has some parties trying to turn them into an amusement park.  The sad truth is the very people recruited to make this a park for the neighborhood are the same ones who will end up being short changed when it 
comes to use it. Do you really think stadiums and amphitheaters and sports fields are going to stay free?? Do you think the park will be accessible when there are "corporate" events planned and that it won't affect the surrounding 
neighborhoods? All the suggestions for racetracks, golf courses, convention centers, water parks, hotels, stadiums and theaters are the same kind of land grab.

634

I love to go to Liberty State Park to be surrounded by nature. Hear the wind through the trees and birds chirping, or watch the geese  fly. I love to watch the sun's light through the leaves as it sets. There is a beautiful view over the Hudson 
to see the New,York Skyline. It is a wonderful getaway from Jersey City, yet it is so close.  
Please don't pave our park over with cement. 
We don't need a stadium. Please don't turn paradise into a parking lot. The DEP is doing a thoughtful and safe design democratically.

635 I oppose  Fireman's commercial venues plans.

636

Liberty state park needs to be open for public use as its primary priority. This jewel we have for a rapidly developing jersey city cannot be abused for takeover and overdevelopment for profit. We have a responsibility to preserve the 
natural beauty for the next generation

Page 72 of 113

Data have been edited to remove duplicate comments, blank comments, 
and personal identifying information, and reformatted to fit this page.



Liberty State Park Revitalization Program

637

As a tax paying resident of Jersey City, who lives in the neighborhood closest to the park, despite what anyone else says, LSP is not close enough to where anyone lives to satisfy day-to-day active recreation needs.  Furthermore, LSP is a 
State Park and by no measure should it be expected to make up for the severe short comings of the Jersey City or Hudson County public park systems.
The initial phases are TOO BIG.  Scale it back.  We don’t need to sign on for the long term costs associated with maintaining facilities that will go unused.
The community center is too far from any school or neighborhood where kids are in need.  We need the community center in Jersey City proper, not in a flood plain.
There is no reason to disrupt the marina parking layout.  That should absolutely be adjusted. 
It is a shame to get rid of the cobblestone on Audrey Zapp.  In general it would be best to discourage vehicular traffic into the park.
The shuttle bus is a dumb idea.
Start with minimal active recreation facilities.  If they become over used and there is a clear demand for me, it can be added in subsequent phases.
Liberty State Park, is a State Park.  It’s for visitors near and far.  I’m a Jersey City resident.  Jersey City needs new parks and improvements to existing ones, especially in under served neighborhoods.  That is Jersey City’s responsibility. 
Not New Jersey State, not NJ DEP, not the federal tax dollars that are intended for flood resilience, not LSP.
I am not paid by any organization.   I speak of my own free will as a considered citizen.

638

This is not the first time I have written to our elected representatives about Liberty State Park. 
I used to live in Jersey City, first at the Ticonderoga buildings, then at Portside.  LSP was a wonderful oasis away from the pavement of the rest of the city, and needs to be preserved as such. 
I am weary of hearing plans to privatize or surrender portions of it to connected persons.  This latest round is especially saddening as the wealthy individual has gained control of the organization meant to protect and preserve our 
national treasure. 
Liberty State Park needs work and care, and must be maintained as a public park in all ways and places.  Please do not yield to this latest cynical effort to turn a profit for an outsider. 
I do apologize if my tone sounds angry; my displeasure lies not with you but rather with those who continue to see natural areas, open spaces, and public parks as mere financial opportunities.  We need places that are not developed, 
that have some quiet, with trees and plants and (relatively) fresh air without manmade constructs.  This is a necessity of human existence, and LSP is one of New Jersey's greatest resources of this. 
Thank you for reading my feedback.

639 Most importantly please keep the trees and the wildlife habitats!!! We have such a diverse collection of wildlife here, it would be a shame to lose this sanctuary.

640

NO to traffic congestion causing development in Liberty State Park!!! 
NO to commercial stadiums and concert venues.
YES to the DEP plans as proposed!
YES to public park space.
YES to flood mitigation wetlands 
YES to walking trails
YES to a sanctuary for people 
YES to Mother Nature

641

I've been a daily LSP visitor for the last decade and it's been such a joy to have access to a big open space to enjoy. Though it's been a big disappointment to hear of plans to put a football stadium and concert venue. Over the last few 
years the number of park visitors have already increased and it's common to find the parking lots filled to capacity. Most people already enjoy the park as it is. Plus, the recent clear cutting at the interior of the park has already destroyed 
the habitat for most wildlife including deer, a red tail fox (spotted just before the clear cutting), hawks and more. Furthermore, it's upsetting to see just how much influence Paul Fireman and his team have had over the changes to the 
park. This is a public park for the people and it should remain free for the future generations to enjoy. And, what about the DEP plans from last fall? Why did those plans get scrapped to make room for Fireman's plans?

642

I've been following the Liberty State Park journey since 1976 when the late Ted Conrad took me down to the abandoned railroad yards and proclaimed that the area would become a park. I was doubtful it would ever happen. 48 years 
later the journey continues but so has the progress. Let's not regress to return to another form of commercial development and profit taking at the expense of the natural environment. Return the area to a more natural state as the 
current plan does and include 60 acres of recreation which is more than enough. We don't need more car traffic but we DO need more mass transit access. We don't need more impermeable surfaces like asphalt and concrete. What we 
need is a plan that returns us to as close a natural setting as we can get so that we have an escape from our busy urban environment. Adopt the plans the people have already voted for and finish the job as soon as possible.

643

There needs to be every effort made to keep Liberty State Park a place for people to enjoy in its current and natural state.  Its a wonderful beautiful place that doesn't need to be changed, especially to be changed for private and 
commercial development.  Leave the park alone!
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644

I support keeping Liberty State Park natural and open and undeveloped except for pathways for walking and biking. I do not support utilization of the space for sports venues, concert venues, or any other form of entertainment venues, 
including sports fields. It should be kept all natural and available for quiet, passive recreation, for animal habitats, and resiliency.

645

I oppose development in Liberty State Park.
Our state is heavily developed. Open space is essential to the environment and our mental health. Northeast NJ is densely developed and saving this valuable open space is important.

646

The last thing this city or park needs is the removal of green space. It is so damaging to the little amount of wildlife left in the area. PLEASE get some sense together and drop the idea of building unnecessary, and undesirable Sports 
fields. This is Liberty State PARK, NOT Liberty State Sports Arena!

647 in one of the most populated places in the world there must be public space. a place t walk and communicate with nature. the uber-rich should go to the Bahamas or the Hamptons and leave some for the regular humans.

648

Liberty State Park, including Caven Point, provides critical exposure to nature - for residents, families and their children, who have little access to the outdoors in the crowded urban streets of Jersey City. Enhance the park by adding 
thoughtful cultural, environmental and small space sport opportunities and places for people to grow and learn and rejuvenate themselves.   DO NOT destroy the this JEWEL of a park, which NJ is so fortunate to have, with commercial 
development that will not benefit the users of the park but line the pockets of outsiders. Do not cover the ground  with cement that will further negative impacts of climate change and flooding - but keep it as it is to support the diverse 
wildlife that live and pass through. Please do not cave in to wealthy interlopers - with political connections - and listen to the voices of thousands of park visitors who come to enjoy the outdoors and enhance their physical and mental 
health.    Thank you.

649 Please don’t take away the parking for us boat owners with our boats docked at Liberty Landing Marina!

650

removing the parking alongside the marina at LLSP will create trouble accessing the marina and docks with supplies for a visit to the boat. 
   I'm a working class person who has saved to be able to have a small boat and to keep it stored at Liberty Landing Marina.

651

This is a ridiculous plan. 
Destroying existing infrastructure which has been so valuable for many people. 
There’s plenty of undeveloped land around. 
Go develop that!!!

652

I have been working in the Liberty State Park area for 16 yrs. When I first started there was not a whole lot of wildlife around. I have seen kestrel and hawks move back in, the park rangers showed us endangered shore birds that are now 
breeding at the park. It is amazing!! Now we have people that care nothing for the park, trying to do anything they can to secure a land grab for their golf course. It is sad, this isn't at all about benefitting Jersey City natives, it is about 
make sure the elite have a place to golf. Continue to improve the park for people and wildlife, it is an amazing place for all to enjoy!! Hands off our park Fireman and Hurley!!

653

Thank you in advance for considering my comments.  I have been a tenant at liberty landing marina for about 26 years and currently have a boat on F dock.  I cannot over emphasize the importance of keeping close and adequate parking 
for marina tenants.  With 520 slips, it is a fair estimate that the marina serves well in excess of 1000 people.  Many access their boats year round and at all hours of the day.  Close parking is critical to enable tenants to bring supplies 
(such as food, beverages, ice, boat parts, gasoline, propane, etc.) to their boats.  Also, many tenants are elderly, very young, and disabled.  Any shuttle vehicle used to bring tenants from remote parking will be inadequate as it will 
certainly not run 24x7x365 and allow hazardous supplies (such gasoline, propane, marine chemicals, flares, etc.).  Eliminating parking will kill the marina.  LLM is one of the most expensive marinas in the area.  If parking is removed or 
significantly reduced, boaters will simply move their boats elsewhere.  This will not only harm the marina's business but will also harm Liberty House and Maritime Parc, which receive a lot of business from the marina tenants.  On a nice 
weekend day during the summer, the parking lot is completely full.  As such, even reducing the number of parking spots by a small amount will not work.  In fact, the current parking would not even support users of the proposed ball 
fields who will need to bring supplies such as bats, balls, mits, bases, coolers, etc.  The current parking lots are also home to dumpsters used by marina tenants. On any given Sunday evening during the Summer, these dumpsters are 
full to the top.  Removing the dumpsters, reducing their number, or making them remote will simply result in litter in the park.  People will pile garbage in the dock gate houses and that garbage will be blown by the wind into the park and 
water.  It should also be noted that if baseballs hit boats, the costs for damages could be extremely high.  Many boats in the marina are worth millions of dollars.  A custom window for such a vessel could cost a fortune to replace.  Traffic 
on Audrey Zapp Drive is already horrible on a Summer weekend.  Please consider how badly this will increase when ball field users all arrive and leave at around the same time.  Finally, of all the proposals for a large ball field, the one 
with a single field and track centered on the grass could work provided that large parking areas are also provided on each side of it.  These areas should have the same number of spots as the current lot plus spots for ballfield users.  
Thank you.

654

1B: We lack swimming pools in Jersey City. There is only one public all year round swimming pool at Pershing Field, and it is not a very good option. During the summer, a lot of people swim at the Lafayette Swimming pool, showing that 
there is a clear need for this type of exercise in our city. Hence, I would love to see an all year round, indoor swimming pool for the public in the Northern Area Recreation.
2: Holistic Long-Term Master Plan: Keep Liberty State free for all for active and passive recreation without taking on Jersey City Public Schools sport field requirements, or other commercial venues into the area.
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655

Any Liberty State Park development must adhere to the DEP's guidelines. Large scale venues, excessive parking, big stadiums, etc, are not needed in this park. Keep it natural, let the wildlife remain. Jersey City has more than enough 
development throughout the city. LSP is a unique site and if any of the natural habitat is lost, it will be lost forever. Develop and utilize public transport to help those without cars to access the park. So many park users cannot afford to go 
on vacations or take trips. This park is for many, our only way to be in a natural setting. We don't need another or bigger golf course, we don't need another concert stadium. We do need Liberty State Park's natural and historical setting, a 
place to see birds, rabbits, and other wildlife. Stop trying to take away and change for money-making purposes what is a precious location.

656

I am against the commercialization of a state park. LSP is wonderful green space available to all. The project will ruin the green space and deny availability to all. The traffic at audrey zapp drive and  along most of jersey ave between the 
museum and Grand is horrible. We do not need to create a velvet economy of the haves and have nots with this type of development (phase 1b) . The only good thing is restoring the train shed. And of course continue the environmental 
clean up.

657

Northern Athletics Hub within the Liberty State Park Revitalization Program:
Ecological Impact: The construction of the Athletics Hub will significantly alter the existing ecosystem. We must carefully assess the impact on local flora and fauna. Are there plans to mitigate disruption to wildlife habitats and native 
plant species? This will  compromising the park’s ecological balance.
Loss of Green Space: The Athletics Hub may consume a substantial portion of green space. While active recreation facilities are essential, we should question whether the trade-off is worth it. Can we achieve the same goals without 
sacrificing valuable natural areas?
Noise and Aesthetics: Sports facilities tend to generate noise—cheering crowds, amplified announcements, and athletic events. How will this affect the park’s tranquility? Additionally, the visual impact of large structures should be 
considered. Will the hub blend harmoniously with the park’s surroundings?
Community Engagement: Were local residents actively involved in the decision-making process? Community input is crucial to ensure that the hub aligns with the needs and desires of Jersey City residents. Transparent communication 
and genuine engagement are vital.
Maintenance Costs: Beyond construction, ongoing maintenance costs for the Athletics Hub must be evaluated. Will taxpayers bear the burden, or are there sustainable funding mechanisms? We don’t want a scenario where the hub 
becomes a financial strain on the park’s overall budget.
Alternative Locations: Could alternative locations outside the park serve as better sites for the Athletics Hub? Balancing recreational needs with environmental preservation might lead us to explore other options.
In summary, while the Athletics Hub aims to enhance active recreation, we must tread carefully. A holistic approach that considers ecological impact, community involvement, and long-term sustainability is essential. Let’s ensure that 
Liberty State Park remains a cherished green oasis for generations to come. 🌿🏟️

658

Please STOP all commercial use of LSP 
KEEP THIS LAND FOR PUBLIC RECREATION!  - TIA

659

Dear Design Task Force,  I am the memorial designer behind Empty Sky: New Jersey's Empty Sky Memorial in Liberty State Park -- the state's official monument of 9/11 remembrance. It is a result of a design competition that I won in 
2004 and it is an incomplete work of art. The Empty Sky Memorial needs to be repaired, restored, and completed and should be prior to 2026 -- the 25th anniversary of 9/11, the 50th anniversary of Liberty State Park, and when the World 
Cup hits New Jersey.
Items to resolve at the Empty Sky Memorial include:  
Integrate TRIBUTE to 9/11 responders and survivors, inc those victims succumbing to 9-11 related illness due to the attacks (this is NOT an "addition" to the original 2004 memorial design or State request of 9/11 remembrance -- any 
suggestion otherwise is materially false. Happy to substantiate).
Add NJ 9/11/01 victim names currently missing on the memorial walls 
Restore 65 autumn weeping cherry TREES (they were killed due to being left in drought conditions and not provided water -- there is an irrigation system embedded in the memorial mound).
Restore broken LIGHTING at base of memorial walls to illuminate victims’ names as originally designed
Modernize tech (inc QR code) of the DIRECTORY KIOSKS so finding a name is always possible
Restore memorial PLAZA where stainless steel ACCESSORIES have been stripped away and replaced with plastic
Memorial Preservation Manual (with protocols for things like what to do to add a name).
Include an accessible educational component -- including languages other than english. 5+ million international visitors visit the memorial every year, it is a key landmark on the Federal National 9/11 Memorial Trail, the stop before (or 
after) the National 9/11 memorial and there is no educational component currently at Empty Sky describing its meaning. -Thank you.

660

Currently LSP is a sanctuary that provides me and my family respite from an over developed city. It provides natural open green space to relax and be active in nature, which is difficult to come by in a big city and essential for our mental 
health. I support cleaning up the contaminated areas, creating nature trails and increased public transportation so more people can enjoy the park without adding more traffic to the area. I STRONGLY oppose privatization of any kind 
including a sports stadium and amphitheater. There's plenty of those around here already. What we lack is open green spaces, hiking trails, and better public transportation, so I hope the revitalization will include those things.
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Liberty State Park has extremely important role for our over crowded and extremely polluted city, we need there as many trees as we can get so we can get air filtered. Do not forget that we have major road crossing our city with millions 
of cars per year ( NJ turnpike, 1&9, 139, 7 and 440). Right now it seems that project is too much for a place called "state park". Lot 11 should be a green space - this boat parking is an eye soar for years, baseball field is absolutely not 
appropriate for that park, there should be trail for walking and for jogging, some small fields for tennis, basketball or volleyball are also good. Liberty State Park should not become sport arena, but a place to rest, connect with nature - so 
more native gardens would be appreciated, more animals/birds observations points. We need a place to breath and relax surrounded by green area.   
I hope we will see more and more trees and plants in any upcoming projects, as right now our park looks like demolition and construction zone.

662

I am opposed to the Design Task Force proposal for Liberty State Park. It appears to be a back-door effort by Fireman to promote his golf course by adding more holes. The Task Force should instead be focused of promoting active 
recreation for a variety of sports and other activities. The project should not involve expansion of a private golf course at Craven Point. This comment relates to Phase 1B and Phase 2 and Phase 3. 
 
The field below labeled "This field is required" would not permit any entries!!!

663

I support NJ DEP's position on the design of Liberty State park. It seems to me the People’s Park Foundation  and Bob Hurley are in it for financial gain and are opposed to public input on how the park should be developed and used.
Let's save LSP for ALL the people of NJ, not just the wealthy and connected.

664

As a long time resident of the Jersey City Heights; having such a huge park so close to home is a Godsend. My family loves the huge open spaces, and the proximity to the New York skyline and such rich historical locations really makes 
the place special. Jersey City doesn’t really have many natural places to be proud of; but Liberty State Park makes up for that!

665

I really appreciate the attention to the needs of the people using the park regularly. Recreation areas are currently absent and the proposed solutions seem to cover some of the most common activities. With that said, I'm wondering if 
placing softball and soccer fields (phase 1B) very close to the water and the boats would create conflict between said boaters and the public. In general the areas north of Audrey Zapp Dr seem to be disconnected from the rest of the 
park. When it comes to the shed, my only concern would be with what it would look like in the winter, will there be support for vendors and activities year-round? 
Phase 2 Master Plan is hard to read, no comment at this time.

666

Please leave Liberty State Park as a public park for all and do not privatize or build on any sections of it. Liberty State Park is a huge reason as to why I call Jersey City my home. To have a huge green space to enjoy and bike around is so 
unique to the area. On a sunny day, tons of people flock to the park. There is no reason to take away the only green space that we have to exercise in and enjoy the outdoors. 
Using this space for any rec center or stadium will only increase traffic to our area and only serves the pockets of the people who want to open those buildings. They are not considering the wants or needs of the public and people who 
actually live in Jersey City. 
Liberty State Park needs to remain how it is now. A place that all people can enjoy.

667

Cleanup the contamination..... And then LEAVE THE DAMN PARK ALONE. 
It's free and easy for anyone to enjoy.  To walk or bike or read a book or throw a Frisbee or catch a ball. To run and laugh and view the water and sew the skyline. Why should these BILLIONAIRES be granted free reign to profit off this 
PUBLIC resource???? Anyone and everyone is welcome there anytime, now.  But they'll try to sell you on the ball fields, and the stadium and the soccer fields, BUT they won't be open to anyone and everyone, all the time.  Only for the 
teams that pay and for the concerts that you pay for.... 
IT's all about the money.... And not the People's park.... 
LEAVE THE DAMN PARK ALONE.

668

Fireman is a joke, and anyone with half a functioning brain cell should be able to see through his nonsense. It’s long past time for people like him to learn that the world does not cater to their every whim, nor to their over-inflated and 
fragile egos. This is a public park and every possible measure needs to be taken to keep it that way.

669 Keep private commercial development out of LSP.  Create a park for the people who live there.

670

I strongly oppose the building of an industrial complex for sporting events in Liberty State Park.
It is a preserve for wildlife and natural habitat the way it is, and I would like to support the vision of Sam Pesin in any attempts to build on that mission.
I enjoy the walk through the meadows to get to the beaches, and have participated in attempts to cleanup both spaces.
I have lived in Jersey City for 30 years, and enjoy the park several times each year for recreation, as well as contemplation of the changing skyline over the last 22 years.  My daughter has enjoyed growing up in its playgrounds, and 
running 5K races there with her father.
Please keep it green!  And veto any attempt from Fireman and his crew to develop it for commercial endeavors and personal profit.  Thank you.

671

Liberty State Park is a gorgeous respite in the city that cannot be tarnished with these money-grabbing traps proposed. LSP is home to not only local wildlife and history but to special space used for running, picnics, pickup sports, and 
children running in the woods and grass.
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As someone who uses the park regularly for biking and walking, I would encourage the state to maintain it as a nature preserve. This is a coastal park in a flood-prone city, which means that it serves a purpose of mitigating flooding. The 
public would be better served with more vegetation and less development. Sport fields and facilities are a stupid idea and would only increase flood risk.
This is an opportunity for the state to show that it cares about the environment and climate change. You must do what's right for the future.

673

When I saw the "people's park" rendering a while back, it seemed jam-packed with structures that would be a boon to developers and not to the community, or to the environment. I thought their rendering was satire!  Responsiveness to 
the community is a great idea, but don't give away this valuable public land to fill the pockets of billionaires. We don't need a huge stadium or a big concert venue.  We don't need anything like a light rail to get around the park. A "central 
park for passive outdoor recreation, flexible space for community sports, and critical habitat restoration and flood mitigation" sounds like a no-brainer. I'd be devastated if Caven Point were taken over to provide a more convenient 
location of three golf holes to be enjoyed only by the very rich. (That parcel of land isn't earning financial profits, and that makes it a desirable land grab. But the land still has immense value in its current use. Where else can migratory 
birds find such a habitat? Imagine if Liberty National were to buy out a similar-sized parcel in the neighborhood, at Port Liberte'--the cost would be prohibitive. The location is inherently invaluable. That's the magnitude of the land grab 
being sought in Liberty National's "vision" ($$$) for Caven Point.

674

I applaud the DEP’s efforts to focus on the preservation of wild, passive conservation spaces at Liberty State Park. As a Jersey Resident and frequent visitor with my family, I long for places to take my children that aren’t sanitized, 
structured or specific to one use (e.g. sports fields or indoor recreation). It’s so much better to be able to amble around the open spaces and explore nature unencumbered by lots of people and motorized distractions. 
Making the park a commercial destination would be ruinous to our community, and it would significantly dampen the best parts of this unique treasure. Please don’t bow to any pressures suggesting otherwise, and keep up the good 
work!  

675

I moved to Jersey City in 1976, the year the Park was opened, and gave used it continuously ever since.  It is regrettable that the Park’s status largely has been uncertain over these decades through a combination of political 
fecklessness and entrepreneurial greed.  The latest manifestation of this impasse pits a billionaire’s determination to expand a golf course against a principled movement seeking to preserve as much natural habitat as possible while 
acknowledging the need for some recreation in this urban setting.  The positions advocated by the State, in my opinion, are exemplary, as is it’s willingness to stand firm against bullying.

676

The beauty of Liberty State Park is that it is a wide-open public space that everyone can enjoy. And we should keep it that way! No stadiums, no golf courses, no private interests, just the beauty of a natural shared space along the 
waterfront.

677

Leave Liberty Staye Park Alone  
It’s a great nature preserve and site of the largest terorist 
Explosion in the USA

678 Only in NJ with its corrupt politicians would they even think of giving away our state park. Maybe Fireman should propose his ideas in NYC for Central Park, and see how much traction he gets with that.

679

Liberty State Park is valued for its wide open access and natural habitat. We, as residents in Jersey City, valued the park for its natural form, including the acres of lawns and paths.  
 
Further commercial development on this piece of land is not what the park needs, not what this area needs.

680

I am incredibly impressed and pleased by the plans to revitalize Liberty State Park. I am a Jersey City resident living close to LSP and am a frequent user along with my children. I’m very excited to see the plans to revitalize the interior 
habitats, particularly the urban forest (love hiking and have to drive min 30 minutes to any spot - having a closer will be phenomenal) and the 5.6 mile trail (I run frequently in LSP and am very much looking forward to using this).  I am 
also impressed with the plans to build additional sports fields as well as other sports courts and recreational facilities. I would personally love to have an aquatics center (hopefully one that operates year round). It would also be nice to 
see if there was some way to extend the light rail into the park, along Audrey Zappos which would make the park and these amazing amenities more accessible especially for families and people with mobility issues.
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I am 38 years old and was born and raised in Jersey City. I attended summer camp at Camp Liberty for many years, from an early age until I basically aged out. I feel like I know this city and Liberty State Park well. Last Sunday, the day 
after the "Task Force Meeting" and public comment session, I took my parents and some family members who were visiting from out of town to Liberty State Park for a walk. We got the full experience of what Liberty State Park has to 
offer. Along the Hudson River, we saw the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island, Governors Island, and the Skylines and bridges of NYC. As we walked along the paths we saw the lawns, playgrounds, memorials, historic sites, remnant sandy 
beaches, wetland areas, and forested uplands throughout the park. This was my cousins' first time in Jersey City, they were amazed by what Liberty State Park has to offer. They were literally daydreaming out loud about all of the 
activities they could engage in at Liberty State Park. There were also so many other people in the park when we were there, people that appeared to be from a huge variety of different backgrounds. Many people sounded like they were 
from other countries based on their conversations and the languages they spoke. People were strolling, riding bikes, playing sports, observing nature, barbecuing, playing on playgrounds, lounging in hammocks, sitting and observing the 
scenery, and engaging in countless other activities. All these people appeared to be enjoying themselves very much and they all, in their own way, appeared to be connecting with the same nature, history, and culture that my family and I 
were connecting with. Liberty State Park has always offered visitors access to resources that are extremely difficult to find in the middle of a dense urban area, and based on the number of visitors, the activities they were engaging in, 
and the spirits in the park last Sunday, it is clear that Liberty State Park, in its current state, is a wildly successful park.
Based on my experience last Sunday I would like to update my public comment. I initially stated that there may be some room for non-commercial sports fields, but I really don't think there is space in the park. At first glance or on an 
aerial image it may appear like there is space to spare in Liberty State Park but between parking and the field itself sports fields would use up precious park space quickly. Sports fields also severely limit the types of activities people can 
engage in on the land where they are located. Basically, people are only able to engage in the sport that the field is designed for. Additionally, sports fields are only used during select seasons, at limited hours, and usually require permits 
to use. To add to the point about limited space in the park, last Sunday, when I visited the park, it was an exceptionally warm and beautiful day after a long winter, the weather probably explains the massive amount of people in the park 
that day, but this park is a very popular destination year-round. When we were at the park it was very difficult to find parking and when we left it took a very long time to exit the park, traffic was backed up well into the city streets. Adding 
fields that attract large amounts of attendees, buses, etc. will only further exacerbate this issue. Doing so could potentially make the traffic much worse and this would be very detrimental to the park. There may be some opportunity for 
smaller courts intended for active recreation but they should be located near existing parking and not be built at the expense of natural areas (Brooklyn Bridge Park features an excellent example of a concentrated active recreation 
area). For-profit operations, such as sports arenas or other types of venues, should absolutely not be constructed in the park. Also, on a more general level, I would like to echo some of the comments I heard during the public comments 
session. State parks are designed to protect areas of natural or historic significance, they are not obligated to provide active recreation opportunities to a city, in this case, that is Jersey City or Hudson County's responsibility. The 
NJDEP's plans to improve the interior of the park, such as the constructed freshwater and saltwater wetlands and other habitats are truly visionary and sustainable. These improvements are in line with the spirit of the park and they 
expand and enhance successful elements of the park. This is the direction we should be moving with the park.
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I would also like to comment on the elephant in the room. The Liberty State Park "Task Force" was clearly created through a billionaire's lobbying efforts. This billionaire has also essentially bought off members of the task force as well as 
other select community leaders through lobbying and "donations" to nonprofits. The task force is clearly a proxy group set up to push the goals of the billionaire. This same billionaire has been trying to make land grabs in the park to 
expand the golf course he owns that is adjacent to the park for years. There is no mistaking that what the park is going through now is an effort by a billionaire to derail well-planned DEP improvements to the park. The billionaire's 
motivations are not entirely clear but he is likely doing this in an effort to eventually expand his golf course, work his way into some potential business opportunity he sees in the park, simply out of spite, or some combination of these 
motivations. Whatever his motivations, at this point, there is no reason he shouldn't think he can't achieve his goals, he has already created a government-sanctioned "Task Force" to push his agenda and he has brought much of the park 
planning to a screeching halt and back to square one. Additionally, he is pushing his agenda through the most despicable of ways. By sprinkling in vague accusations of the park not being accessible to some neighborhoods and not 
accommodating certain types of uses, while actually working to derail the park improvement process to eventually achieve his own personal and financial goals, the billionaire is opportunistically taking advantage of, corrupting, and 
undermining truly virtuous social justice movements. While there are some legitimate access issues at Liberty State Park, such as difficult access to the park from underserved neighborhoods, this is something the DEP is on working to 
resolve. The billionaire who has been trying to take park land away from the public for years did not work so hard to raise issues of access, this was done in an effort to create confusion and opportunities for him to achieve his goals. We 
all know this, I would just like to say that the behavior of this billionaire should not be catered to.
Lastly, many of the amenities, outside of large-scale for-profit stadiums and public sports fields, that task force members and pro-active recreation public commenters expressed concern over the park lacking, already exist in the park. 
There are heavily used playgrounds and Camp Liberty provides safe, affordable daycare and programming during the summer months. This is not to say that these offerings can't be expanded on, it should just be recognized that they 
exist already.
In summary: 
- The park is already well-used and successful
- State parks are not required to provide active recreation, active recreation is the city's responsibility
- There is not enough space in the park to develop sports fields (even after areas that are closed to the public are opened)
- Constructing sports fields would be detrimental to wildly successful park elements and create bad traffic congestion
- Improvements should only expand on what is successful in the park already (access to nature and history)
- The personal agenda of a billionaire should never be catered to on public land

682

My compliments to Commissioner Latourette, Assistant Commissioner John Cecil, Maggie McCann-Johns, administrator of Urban State Parks and Initiatives, along with the entire DEP team who have worked on the LSP Revitalization 
program for an excellent plan. I spoke via Zoom at the meeting on Marcvh 2, so I want to reiterate my opposition to commercialization within the park, especially stadiums that could accommodate thousands of people. I'm all in favor of 
having athletic fields at the park, but I recommend a flexible plan so that the fields could be adapted to reflect changing public interests. Please consider options that would make the park more accessible to the public, especially those 
who do not have cars. Perhaps the state could add free or low-cost transportation from transit hubs in Jersey City, such as Journal Square and Grove Street, as well as from areas such as the Bethune Center in Greenville, at least on 
summer weekends, Please consider also running a shuttle bus from the light rail station to key points within the park, such as the rail terminal and the flagpole area on the south end of the park. Most importantly, keep the park free and 
open!

683

Why is anyone who is receiving money from Fireman, either directly or indirectly, allowed to participate in this discussion? "Concerned citizens" don't have to be paid to offer their opinions on LSP. Any future input from participants 
should require full disclosure of their financial interests relating to their advocacy.
Also, any dissatisfaction with the social and athletic opportunities of Jersey City citizens should be taken up with City Hall. LSP is a State park, not a municipal asset, much less a private enterprise. Fireman should disclose how many 
Jersey City residents are members of his golf club or play his course,

Page 79 of 113

Data have been edited to remove duplicate comments, blank comments, 
and personal identifying information, and reformatted to fit this page.



Liberty State Park Revitalization Program

684

Liberty State Park sits in an environmentally overburdened area of the state, a wetland surrounded by industry and development. In the hands of the state - it should remain natural. The State should act to preserve the environment that 
makes the Garden State beautiful and safe. Laying down a large swath of plastic alongside the water is irresponsible. That the DEP would allow it is unfathomable.
The citizens of the state should have access to open, natural and safe recreational spaces. There is no denying that. The DEP should act to assure that this is the case. The Design Task Force must create a plan that does not involve 
covering the earth with hundreds of thousands, if not hundreds of millions of pounds of chemical laden plastic. This should not happen anywhere in the state, especially alongside a waterway.
Does the Design Task Force know how many artificial turf fields are in NJ now? Does the Design Task Force know how many artificial turf fields are being planned in BOE's and municipalities across the state? Does the Design Task Force 
know all the chemicals that are used to produce the plastic in artificial turf? Does the Design Task Force know how much of the chemicals and plastic will leach into the surrounding waterways? Does the Design Task Force know how 
many humans, flora and fauna will be adversely affected by the chemicals in artificial turf. These answers are not fully knowable - the research is incomplete. To be sure the numbers for each are already too high.
Please act responsibly to protect and not pollute the already overburdened natural environment in the great state of New Jersey.
Our state should invest in research and development to provide permeable, maintainable, natural, organic play fields.

685

The existing master plan for the "wild" portions of Liberty State Park is wonderful. Well designed, will feature nature walks, water control, plus ballfields. It is such a shame that a greedy billionaire, Mr. Fireman, threatens the life of a 
State Park. He spews out many lies, not based any truths.Again, ordinary citizens must fight for a plan that was approved already. So why is Fireman even allowed to bring his ridiculous proposals again and again. DEP already rejected 
his plan?

686

Liberty State Park presents a unique opportunity to create a vast park of naturalized wetland, public recreation and athletic facilities on the last large undeveloped tract on NY Harbor. It will provide the urban citizens of this region free 
access to nature, open space and recreation. It has been proven repeatedly thru history how access to natural settings vastly improves the quality of life in a city, particularly for the folk who don’t have the easy means to get to the 
country.  Calvert and Vaux, creators of many great urban parks, are rightly held in high esteem.  Commercial concert and sports venues are much better, more interesting and more accessible when they are integrated into an urban 
street matrix. To place them in Liberty State Park with their requisite parking lots and built up facilities, would be squandering this region’s last great opportunity to create something really special. 
To limit public access to this huge resource through privatization, whether it be to a members only golf course or for a pay to enter sports/concert venue is just plain wrong. There are much more appropriate places for that kind of private 
enterprise. 
Those who characterize the climate change resiliency features of a naturalized park as “flooding” are factually incorrect and have learned nothing from Superstorm Sandy. It does beg the question, what is motivating this cynical 
manipulation of facts and why are some of our politicians going along with it? 
The bottom line is that Liberty State Park is uniquely suitable for development into naturalized parkland and low density athletic facilities and not into higher density entertainment venues. There are better places for that.  Secondly, 
public resources such as Liberty State Park, should benefit all the people and not private promoters and wealthy club members.

687

Thanks to DEP for the forward thinking vision, esp for the interior restoration.  Sad to see all the trees now being cut down but I know it's for a good cause-- and I look forward to the new wetlands/trails/natural areas.
While I support the idea of an athletics hub near/in the interior, the idea of sports fields and more in the norhtern portion seems like overkill.  The original plan-- with three permanent fields plus beach, etc-- felt like clutter.  I am happy to 
see more flexibility in recent designs, fewer fields, etc.  Let's keep the sports complex mostly in the southern portion and minimize development of the north.

688

The Liberty State Park location is precious, one of the last public spaces that exist in this dense part of our state. I entreat you to resist the privatization and commercialization of this unique natural resource. Preserve it for all of us, 
including the least of us, to enjoy and for which we can all be proud.
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I’m a long-time boater in the marina and as representative of the community with some of the most regular access to the park, we understand the importance of maintaining and promoting access to the water. Our collective efforts have 
brought a wide range of activities to the park, enriching the experiences of visitors and residents alike.
As tenants of the marina, we represent a vibrant community comprising approximately over 500 boats, spanning nearly the entire length of the Morris Canal. Beyond ourselves and neighboring tenants, we also serve as a gateway for a 
steady stream of visiting recreational boaters, jet skiers, sailing clubs, weekly sailboat racing enthusiasts, fishermen, and numerous small and large charter boats. Our marina provides countless opportunities for residents and tourists 
alike to access the water and enjoy various aquatic activities.
We are deeply concerned about the proposed changes that could potentially have negative impacts on our community. It is crucial that any revitalization plans take into account the diverse needs and activities facilitated by the marina, 
ensuring continued access to the water and preserving the unique character of our waterfront environment.
Vehicle Access and Parking: The availability of convenient vehicle access to the marina and well-designed parking facilities is not a luxury but a necessity to ensure the marina's continued functionality and appeal. Adequate parking not 
only serves the needs of boaters and visitors but also supports the provisioning, servicing, and repair of boats, activities that require frequent trips to parking areas where heavy equipment, supplies, tools and other items need to and 
from both personal and service vehicles.
Waste Management: Efficient waste management services in the marina area are indispensable to prevent environmental pollution and safeguard the integrity of both the park and its surrounding water bodies. Currently the marina has 
a large dumpster next to each dock that is often filled to capacity and The current plan's disregard for proper waste disposal provisions raises grave concerns about potential litter and hazardous waste contaminating our water, 
endangering aquatic life and ecosystems. Adequate vehicle access and robust waste management are fundamental aspects of environmental stewardship, directly aligning with the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection's mission to protect our state's environment.
User Experience and Economic Development: A well-maintained marina, complemented by seamless vehicle access and essential services, is pivotal for enhancing the overall user experience. Such improvements attract more visitors, 
fostering positive economic and community benefits. Local businesses, including restaurants, shops, and service providers, benefit from a thriving marina to flourish and contribute to our community's prosperity.

690

Emergency Services Access: Furthermore, the proposed plan glaringly neglects the critical need for easy access by emergency services, including police, fire, and ambulances, to the marina and its boat slips. In times of emergencies or 
water-related accidents, swift response times can be the difference between life and tragedy. It is deeply concerning that the current plan falls short in prioritizing unimpeded access for emergency services, a matter of utmost 
importance that should take precedence in any revitalization endeavor.
Related to Athletics: I have substantial reservations regarding the proposed athletic fields and their proximity to the marina. The proximity of the athletic fields threatens to disrupt marina access, increase traffic and noise levels, 
contribute to excessive light pollution, and potentially compromise the visual appeal and tranquility of the marina. It seems that the planners may be attempting to fit the athletic fields into a space that is too small to accommodate 
them adequately, raising several significant concerns that should be carefully addressed.
I’m concerned that the current plans divert from the Liberty State Park's core essence captured in the 1978 planning document, which emphasized its identity as a place of natural beauty and serenity. Given its status as a state park 
with national significance, I firmly believe that the park should remain committed to preserving its natural landscape, offering scenic views, and fostering an environment that celebrates nature. Introducing athletic fields may 
compromise the park's natural integrity, and I urge that careful consideration be given to the original vision for Liberty State Park.
Liberty State Park's unique beauty and historical significance deserve to be upheld for future generations to cherish. I appeal to all stakeholders involved in the revitalization plan to consider these concerns seriously and work 
collaboratively towards a solution that honors the legacy and future of Liberty State Park.
I'd be happy to meet with the task force to discuss these ideas and to help in any way that I can.

691 I object to the use of artificial turf at this park. Please consult with medical experts at Mount Sinai, and other doctors and scientists. Flooding is also a huge issue in NJ driven by the poisonous rubber rugs we're laying over grass.
692 F the lying billionaire, his golf course, and everything else he wants

693

Dear Department of Environmental Protection - If we cannot count on you to protect people and planet then I will give up trying. 
You cannot fund and accept artificial turf. It’s a product that the Mount Sinai Children’s environmental health center and countless other public health experts have advised a moratorium on. It’s the biggest single source of 
microplastics, it’s full of PFAS, and it’s an impervious surface that is 20-40 degrees hotter than ambient temperatures. 
If you install thousands of square feet of this poison on our earth, I truly won’t have any hope left. 
It’s absurd. 
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I am very happy and looking forward to seeing the parks transformation . As an avid visitor to the park ,there is no way commercialized stadiums are in the parks best interest . A few things I hope will make it into the design , are  more  
affordable options for a family visiting the park to enjoy something to eat . The current restaurants are beautiful , but for a family of four looking to enjoy a small bite to eat or drink , those restaurants are really not an option, some kind of 
concession stand like what was here in the past would be nice .  Another addition I think would benefit the park , is a covered stage with electricity for concerts and possibly theatrical   plays in the park . A covered stage would benefit the 
musicians and there equipment in the heat of summer , also ,with already having permanent electricity  it would eliminate the need for gas powered generators which are currently used .  This past years Tuesdays summer  concert series 
, had a mobile stage from Jersey City , it was the smaller stage that the musicians were sitting on top of each other .  - Thank you

695

Liberty state park is the most peaceful place in Jersey City.  Seals, birds, open green space. Please do not destroy this by allowing a multi billionaire to profit from a place beneficial to the public and to nature.   We have ample 
playgrounds in JC, don't be fooled by this man.  And don't single handily destroy the nicest park for the people in NJ.

696

I am a long-time resident of Jersey City
Liberty State Park is just that a "State" "Park" belonging to the people of "New Jersey" and not the special interests of a billionaire real estate developer. It holds an important place in not only the history of New Jersey but also the country. 
It remains one of the last substantial open space in Norther New Jersey and as such should remain so. The land does not belong solely to the residents of Jersey City and the greater New Jersey community should be considered. The 
Park is situated adjacent to the State of Liberty and Ellis island National Parks, and does not and should be developed as Recreation Facility serving Jersey City that the city does not need, despite the self serving arguments in opposition 
to the DEP's plan. The group back by Fireman, has preyed and continues upon the people of Jersey City, using them as pawns in his efforts to execute a major land grab that can not and should not be permitted. The DEP's plan takes a 
farm more holistic approach to this historic site, providing for some of those recreational needs of the local residents, while maintaining open space and restoring and repurposing some of the historical structures in the park. The 
alternative plan proposed by Fireman proposes to develop far too much of the existing open space, proposing facilities far in excess of the needs of the community and the state, while paving over much needed open space. The 
oppositions arguments that their paln will provide facilities to urban residents that exist in the suburbs is fiction, as there are no such facilities the size and scope proposed anywhere in the state. Rather the development should be 
viewed through the lens of protecting and providing the green space to the urban communities that suburban New Jersey residents enjoy and should be protected and maintained and celebrated at whatever cost.

697

Phase 1B – Audrey Zapp Corridor
There is way, way too much crammed into a very small area of the park. It is excessive. Football, soccer, little league, tennis, basketball and an event lawn. Where will all these folks park? The lights and noise will be horrific. How does 
this have anything to do with enjoyment of a state park? A lot of editing should be done. One multi-purpose field is sufficient. No skate park in or near the Grove of Remembrance. There is a skate park right up the street from LSP in Barry 
Lane Park. No viewing areas, and no new paths crisscrossing the Grove! There are more access routes going through the 9/11 Grove of Remembrance, Millenium Park and the LSP north side than there are in the entire 151 acres of the 
interior. It is way, way too much. The 9/11 Grove of Remembrance has two excellent paths - one paved, active path and one meandering, passive walkway. That is more than enough. Neither the Grove nor the park needs a train. What 
happened to Never Forget 
A bicycle path could be constructed next to Audrey Zapp Drive as long as the roots of the mature, 20-year-old Grove of Remembrance trees, which are providing huge environmental benefits, are not destroyed. Perhaps a floating bike 
path? Innovation with a focus on demonstrating environmentally sound park improvements should be the plan here.  Every path and road should be made of porous pavement. The removal of ANY 20-year-old tree defeats the purpose of 
environmental sustainability and environmental justice for Jersey City folks. Innovative, sustainable ideas, please. 
The task force had some nice ideas for the train shed, but again, editing is needed. Folks spend entire days in Central Park because it has SOME activities, and many passive activities. No one NEEDS 150 activities in a park. Editing, 
please. Lots of it.
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Phase 2A
Southern Athletic hub
It would seem prudent to fast-track the active recreation component of the Phase 2A. This would create the much demanded active recreation while taking pressure off the rest of the park for ballfields, courts, etc. Make the cleanup and 
design of this area a priority and focus to alleviate most, if not all, of the active recreation demands. The southern side of the park, in those 50-acreas designated for active recreation, should be the hub of recreation. There’s more 
parking to accommodate this. The task force members who truly care about Jersey City youth, should decide what kind of recreation will be installed in the southern hub. The quieter area of LSP should be the northern side. 
Phase 2B
 The “existing boat launch area” green space along Morris Pesin Drive from Freedom Way to the Burma Road Grove is filled with trees planted by the NJ Tree Foundation & Friends of Liberty State Park. Starting in 2006 and continuing until 
about 2019, a diversity of trees (both species and age) were planted to create shade for picnicking and relaxing. As such, many of those trees have been in the ground for 15 years and are supplying much needed ecological benefits. No 
redesign of any kind should happen in this buffer area.
The waterfront area should be left alone. Liberty State Park is not Six Flags. Plant trees. Shade the walkways. End of story. And, at all costs, PROTECT CAVEN POINT! 
The task force should NOT be allowed to meet in privacy. Full stop. Every minute of every conversation should be open to the public and videotaped. No closed ‘executive sessions’. You could tell from some of the task force members 
comments that they “felt the cameras” – this is a good thing, creating open, honest dialog that is so important to a community-based process. No closed sessions. Also, task force members should be required to stay until the last 
community member has spoken. No exceptions. If they cannot remain to hear what the community wants, then they should not be on the task force. Additionally, task force members should come to the meetings prepared – not reading 
the 174 pages of public input is unacceptable. This is an important commitment and should be taken seriously.

699

I strongly support the DEP’s plan for Liberty State Park.  The plan strikes a balance between the needs for both active and passive recreational opportunities.
I strongly oppose proposals to create large, commercial venues such as a stadium, arena, or concert venue and the massive parking lots they would necessitate.

700

One more comment from a recently submitted comment. I believe a large dog park perhaps in the interior Millennium Park area would be a great amenity for the community. There are not any other very large dog parks in Jersey City that 
I'm aware of which allow dogs to really roam and this would be a perfect location to complement the other proposed uses.

701

Hello, Overall, I'm very excited about the plans for Liberty State Park and think it is heading in the right direction by balancing passive nature with active recreation and community-orientation at the north end. My specific comments are 
below.
- I prefer the original concept for the North Athletics Club over the proposal alternatives. There is a dearth of large spaces for healthy active recreation in Central Jersey City and this is an ideal location in a beautiful setting. I'm especially 
supportive of the running track and soccer field in this location to appeal to the broadest potential user base. I think it makes sense to keep this section of the northern park as the sports focused area with more passive areas elsewhere. 
I also believe the boat yard should be repurposed to a more community-wide benefitting use if possible.
- I prefer the South of Cove Amphitheater option. This will provide amazing skyline and park views and I think it will feel less congested than including it on the north side next to the beach. I prefer the wood bench on grass terraces 
seating option as it has a more natural feel than the concrete.
- On transportation, I believe we should encourage non-car modes of travel to the greatest extent possible and repurpose some of the proposed parking spaces toward passive green space. I support a robust shuttle system and think 
there should be significant investment in making a pleasant transfer experience from both the Liberty State Park light rail station and Grove Street PATH station.
- On Phase 2, I believe the focus should be on supporting more unstructured recreational opportunities and the ability to escape from the City. I think some athletic facilities at the Southern Athletics Hub make sense but that the rest of 
the area should be more passive in focus. - Thank you

702

As a resident of Jersey City who uses Liberty State Park often with his family, I am asking the Design Task Force to keep the park wild, beautiful, and natural. Cities are full of places for recreation, sports, arts, and culture, but low on 
green, climate-friendly spaces like Liberty State Park. The park is a truly special place where children like my toddler can play safely, roam free, and observe wildlife in person.
I am asking you to please keep our park pristine and beautiful, emphasizing that it is a place where people and animals are safe from cars, pollution, and excessive noise. Liberty State Park is a truly special place that is at real risk if you 
fail to treat it carefully and with the respect it deserves. Please resist attempts at commercializing the park at the expense of folks like me.

703 The original plans to increase more activities in Liberty Park for family's to enjoy the outside shall continue. This park is a wonderful place to relax, enjoy family functions to sit and watch the ships & boats pass by. Please Keep Hope Alive!

704

Please keep arenas and stadia out of the park.  We don't need the noise, the filth, the traffic.   Community gardens and enhanced wetlands would be wonderful.   I do understand the parking concerns of the marina and think that more 
thought ought to go into the planned facilities in the current parking lots.  
Caven Point should be left alone except for environmental cleanup. If Fireman is so all fired up to spend money for JC Sports, let him fix the Pershing Rink.
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To whom it may concern, I am deeply concerned and frankly outraged that any plan to develop the area of Liberty State Park into commercial indoor sports venues for private profiteering off public land is even being considered. LSP is an 
important public use outdoor space and wildlife refuge, and it's crucial that it remain that way. I'd like to voice my overwhelming support for the DEP plan to create a wildlife refuge and passive recreation, open to the public, for visitors of 
the park. 
Not only is the park a wildlife refuge, it's also at severe risk for flooding. Developing concrete structures and sidewalks puts the entire downtown Jersey City area at worse risk of flooding by removing a large water drainage area. We 
cannot allow a billionaire to destroy the ecosystem for wildlife and people by developing on this land. 
All in all, entertaining the outlandish notion of constructing privately held arenas, rinks, and other concrete monstrosities on public green space is absolutely ridiculous. Under no circumstances can the beauty and vibrancy of Liberty 
State Park be destroyed in favor of paid indoor entertainment. 

706

There shouldn't an ounce of artificial surface in a space referred to as a "park". No petrochemical turf,  no Pour-in-Place(PIP). It's toxic and is soon to be banned, for good reason. It would be a waste of hard earned funding and a short 
sited choice.

707 We want to preserve the current nature of Liberty State Park.

708

I am excited about potentially having a "Central Park" type park in Jersey City. I love visiting Liberty State Park  and particularly appreciate the expansive open space and natural areas. 
I do not support the arena and stadium proposal. It will negatively impact the environment through more impervious surface and more traffic. 
I was driving in Jersey City yesterday in traffic yesterday and looking out at a completely built up landscape and thinking how lucky we are to have Liberty State Park.

709

The public forum on March 2nd was very informative. Please continue to provide at least zoom access or record all future committee meetings. The public needs to be able to hear what all groups are proposing rather than 
misinformation disseminated via social media. - Thank you

710

Dear DEP: Liberty State Park is a lung to Jersey City — a place where the city’s (and state’s) young and old can reconnect with nature and themselves without the sounds, smells and fumes of the city intruding. I want to thank you for 
considering the youth of this city and their need for active sports when drawing up your plans. At the same time, my family and I appreciate the effort to keep as much of LSP as green as possible. Yes, our kids need active sports on ball 
fields and skate parks, but they equally need trekking paths and bike lanes and just the joy of feeling the grass between their toes. Please keep the park free for the public, and free of commercial interests. Please keep it a park, 
something we have a dire need of in the city. We have lots of stadiums and parking lots. Please work with JC and the Mayor to create bike paths leading to LSP to make it easy for young people from around the city to use. Thank you for 
your hard work and commitment.

711

Even though yesterday was a rainy Saturday, the turnout demonstrated that people want passive recreation in LSP and are concerned for its future.  As a 40-year JC resident, I've seen the massive increase in traffic and decline in our 
quality of life.  We've seen the decline in JC facilities like the Central Avenue/ Heights Ice Rink being closed for 2 years.  We don't need nor want stadiums, a sports entertainment complex, football stadiums etc. The resulting traffic and 
air pollution will kill us and it'll serve a smaller portion of the population.   
This is the People's Park, so let’s offer the "people", not developers, want they want & need like a Little League baseball field, Basketball courts, tennis courts, skate park, community gardens; facilities that the ordinary family can bring 
their kids to and not cost them an arm & a leg.   This is a state park for all residents in one of the mostly populated areas and getting worse every week.   
PS-- The sound improved after Tony added that speaker.  Please do that from the beginning.
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Friends of LSP PHASE 2 statement on Freedom Way Corridor and Pesin Drive Corridor and also Opposing Structured Active Recreation in the Phase 2 “Freedom Way Corridor” of the Waterfront Great Green Lawn between Freedom Way 
and Liberty Walk, and north to south between ferry lot and gravel road just before Nature Center.
This statement doesn't include the already planned Phase 1A  and doesn't address at this point, the 50 acres of free active recreation on south side of the Interior.
“Freedom Way Corridor” recommendations
Maybe there’s space for another sensibly located playground and shaded picnic tables to be near a shuttle bus stop but not interfering with Green Park's 88 acre festivals footprints. Also there needs to be the safest bike paths possible 
in both directions of Freedom Way (it was suggested to perhaps lessen the space on Freedom Way islands for those bike paths as it'd be hard to do with the "Belgian blocks" having been installed on the eastern side of Freedom Way). 
Also water fountain stations along Freedom Way and if possible next to Liberty Walk.
"Morris Pesin Drive” corridor
 The main entrance to LSP with Lady Liberty 2000 feet away from the Scenic Overlook South Lawn. LSP’s south side is the Non-Commercial Family and Friends Picnicking Side of LSP! It mainly needs creative rehabilitation of the 3 
historic jetties for walking, fishing, signage, etc.(easternmost jetty has a tiny beach for kayak launching). The southside picnic tables are new since Sandy; the playground is 5 years old, and what google maps is calling the “Pesin Drive 
Grove” of about 158 trees the Friends planted between the boat launch lot 2 and lot 3 is getting increasingly more popular for picnics and barbecues- especially with the original picnic table area by the office filled up on nice weekends. 
Also, the sidewalk along LSP’s southside and by the original picnic table area is overdue for renovation.
On the Great Lawn between Freedom Way and Liberty Walk:
LSP’s priceless waterfront 88-acre Great Lawn must be preserved for its essential and irreplaceable purpose of green free urban scarce open space in the "Freedom Way Corridor". 
The funded surrogates of billionaire Fireman will likely push sports facilities for the 88-acre Waterfront Great Green Lawn - despite the 50 acres promised in LSP’s interior and some acres along Zapp Dr. and in southside’s lot 1.
It'd be like building sports facilities in Central Park's "Great Lawn”. NYC residents would not accept that for one second! LSP’s Waterfront Great Green Lawn – the Green Park - is essential for varied urban open space activities and 
periodic special event festivals.
Structured active recreation sports facilities in the Waterfront Great Green Lawn would cast aside LSP’s primary purpose as a public, green, free, urban scarce, priceless open space for unstructured active recreation, passive recreation 
and nature enjoyment. It would be an obscene crime to assault the most important urban open space lawn in the USA! 

712 cont'd

An editorial once stated that the dramatic, panoramic view from LSP is the "signature view of our civilization” - American soul-stirring and heart-stirring views from the Great Green Lawn's open space. The waterfront lawn, known as the 
"Green Park”, is one of the most important urban open space lawns in the world with the dramatic vistas toward NYC, Lady Liberty, Ellis Island and river/bay - going east to west between Freedom Way and Liberty Walk and including 
Freedom Way’s playground, and going north to south between the ferry parking lot and cherry tree hill by the Nature Center. 
That waterfront lawn is deserved by future generations of urban people for their quality of life for unstructured active recreation and passive recreation, and is crucial for periodic special events which raise some revenue and bring 
people to the park to enjoy cultural events such as the past Star-Ledger Jazz Festival, All Points West rock festival, kite festivals, last year's Juneteenth festival, Veuve Clicquot Polo event etc. Sports facilities in the Waterfront Great Lawn 
would prevent/interfere with a needed footprint for use of the Green Ring and Crescent Lawn areas for large special events which sometimes go northward toward the large playground.
The best plan for structured active recreation is the 50 interior acres, the lawn by the marina (but not taking away boaters’ parking spaces, and the 2 acres in southside’s Lot 1.
All of LSP including the waterfront Great Green Lawn is our urban backyard and America’s Great Lawn and is an essential emotional, mental, physical, and spiritual public health resource -an urban haven, oasis, refuge, sanctuary and 
escape for people to get away from the crowded, congested, and noisy Jersey City. Overwhelmingly expressed in 47 years of battles is that LSP’s urban green open space is its highest, best, and wisest use for now and future generations- 
 for unstructured active recreation such as, walking, running, biking, pick-up games, playgrounds, kids running free in grass, families and friends kicking or throwing balls, kites, dog-walking, etc., and passive recreation like picnics, 
BBQs, relaxing on benches and blankets, birding, view-watching and taking scenic photos.
Festivals are awesome LSP cultural uses but only done periodically so LSP doesn’t become the PNC Arts Center with every weekend traffic jams blocking access to regular LSP users on summer weekends -no matter how many shuttles. 
LSP is already jampacked on all nice weekends and the habitats and trails, active recreation, Terminal re-use is coming.
Many urban residents have no front yard or backyard and may go away for a day or two to the beach in the summer but we don't have summer homes and LSP visits are the highlight of people's lives - to come alone, or with family or 
friends to chill, bond, play, create memories.
In the "briefing" document for this travesty task force (established by the billionaire's LSP law), Commissioner Shawn LaTourette’s first line was that LSP is one of the few remaining contiguous open green spaces along the highly 
developed northern NJ/NYC waterfront.
I'm sure people anywhere who had a Great Lawn facing NYC’s skyline and the Statue of Liberty, harbor, etc. would want to keep the Great Lawn as it is, with soul-soothing walkways and bikeways, gardens, and trees (but not trees in 
middle of unstructured active rec open space ).
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Liberty State Park is a treasure. Beautiful open spaces, relaxing atmosphere. Comparable to New York's Central Park and Brooklyn's Prospect Park. Although there are other parks in Jersey City there are none that are nearly as open and 
beautiful. In addition, it provides habitat to wildlife, which is increasingly under threat from urban and suburban development. 
Its large open spaces also provide a buffer against coastal flooding, which is going to get worse as the climate warms. 
All of these benefits would be destroyed by the large spectator sports and concert venues which are being proposed. If the proponent of these venues wants to build them then let him find other real estate to build on. Let him spend 
some of his hundreds of millions of dollars, or even build them on his nearby golf course, rather than take our park from us.

714 PLEASE, no giant sports complex in LSP. But the other stuff sounds great!

715

As one of the few significant undeveloped parcels along the Hudson River waterfront, I strongly believe that this park should not be saddled with large commercial developments such as sports and entertainment venues.  There are 
plenty of Brownfields sites in Jersey City that can accommodate this kind of development.  LSP should be devoted to mostly passive recreation, habitat creation and preservation, historic preservation , and climate resilience.  
Please don’t let commercial and political interests decide the future of this special place. Do what makes sense for the environment and don’t cave to the self interest of people who only want to serve their selfish interests.

716

My thanks to the DEP for its thoughtful plan for both phases of the LSP revitalization.  The plan balances active recreational amenities with adaptive and unstructured spaces while respecting the environment and climate resiliency. In 
response to the implications of some comments made on 3/2, I strongly oppose any further and future attempts to privatize, commercialize, and monetize what is a state park for the public of Jersey City, Hudson County and the state. 
These commercial assaults on the park are like a hydra, always a new head to be struck down. The proposal for constructing one or even two multi-seat stadiums is an attack on the very nature of the park--a jewel to be polished but at 
the same time preserved for us and our children and grandchildren. 
My only practical suggestions are 1) to study closely the best means of safe entry and exit for cars, pedestrians and bikers at both ends of the park as well as transit through the park, and 2) to take into account and incorporate into the 
historical displays in the terminal building the remarks made by Rutgers Professor from Newark about the early history of the park (the massacre if indigenous people in the 17th century and the labor of slaves in the 18th century).

717

Please protect Liberty State Park.  
For me, my children, my granddaughter. I moved my whole life to Jersey City over a decade ago and have never  regretted that decision. The people, the art, the music, the outdoor recreation, JC is amazing.  
And LSP is part of that amazing.  
Having a place where you can be outside in nature is one of the most important things for little ones.   
They need to smell the grass, get a little dirty. 
We don’t need another huge concrete “Entertainment Complex”. We are entertained just fine with trees, grass, water, rocks and dirt.  
Please don’t take that away from us.

718

Extractive Profit, Not Public Benefit: This billionaire-backed project prioritizes private gain over public good. It offers no climate or environmental benefit to Jersey City residents, converts what is now freely accessible to paid access, and 
only serves to exploit our public land.
    Concrete Jungle or Green Oasis? We desperately need more trees and green space, not more concrete. LSP is crucial for building flood resilience and combating the urban heat island effect that Jersey's communities already face. 
Planting trees and restoring wetlands will not only enhance the park's beauty but also benefit wildlife and protect our future from climate change.
    Save LSP, Save Our Community: LSP is a haven for relaxation and connection with nature. Let's protect its tranquility and natural spaces for future generations to enjoy.
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hi DEP staff, Balaam on the task force, I registered presume so I can enter a comment. I wasn't allowed to read my statement at the task force meeting to save time but I was told that I could speak during the public comment portion but I 
decided not to with the meeting going till 4:30. So here's my statement for the public record on behalf of the Friends of Liberty State Park and myself at the task force member:  I'll start by stating that it was sickening that task force 
members who have gotten Fireman money and at least three of the political patronage appointees left before the public speaking:
 The Friends of LSP strongly support the responsible, inclusive, democratic DEP Revitalization” process of professional park-design planning consultants presenting proposals for essential robust public participation input, and also 
input from this task force. The Friends are serving under protest on this travesty task force.
The task force was set up in the fast-tracked law passed by billionaire Paul Fireman’s lobbyists and the task force includes his two front groups, heads of nonprofits he’s funded, others who support the Sports and Entertainment 
Complex" and some misinformed political patronage appointees. As reported in the news, Fireman's front group headed by Hurley has revived their Sports and Entertainment Complex assault on the park with this new version being a 
5000 seat football stadium and 7000 seat commercial concert venue.
His front groups pushed lies and smear attacks to kill the LSP Protection Act and for two years and pushed their exclusionary, traffic-jam causing, admission-fee Sports and Entertainment Complex plan which cast aside decades of the 
overwhelming broad public consensus, by many 10’s of 1000’s of people wanting a Central Park type Park. The Protection Act which would’ve protected the Caven Point Natural Area which Fireman still wants and would’ve banned the 
destructive Sports and entertainment Complex.  The Protection Act had 33K petition signers & 111 Coalition groups. 
The Commissioner thankfully and heroically rejected their public land grab last May but with zero respect for the public land behind LSP, they’ve revived it and ignore that the DEP has promised 60 acres for free structured active 
recreation. This billionaire’s task force is a shameful symbol of our democracy right behind Lady Liberty by his assault on this free public land by Fireman colluding with bought off puppets and politicians.

720

As a current Jersey City resident, lifelong New Jersey resident, and licensed New York attorney, I am strongly opposed to Paul Fireman’s privatized commercial venue development plan in Liberty State Park. The people of this area are 
not as foolish as Mr. Fireman thinks they are, nor are they flailing, helpless pawns that exist merely to nod along and “green-light” whatever his well paid lobbyists ask us to approve. This is an obvious attempt to grab profit and influence 
off of an unnecessary development project that would (1) disrespectfully destroy a pristine, untouched gem of land along the mouth of the Hudson River (with the world’s best view of the Statue of Liberty and lower Manhattan), with no 
close duplicate or equal on Earth, (2) waste city resources on a highly expensive, completely unnecessary project that would create barriers to access of this precious, public land, and (3) fly in the face of clear public opinion on the 
issue. We have very little green space in this city, state and region of our country, and public spaces are critically important to the mental health of city residents, both rich and poor. For further clarity, without Liberty State Park’s vast, 
freely accessible acreage, I would genuinely not want to live in Jersey City anymore - I could afford to do so financially (though others with lesser means would continue to be squeezed out of public enjoyment of their own land, which is 
despicable), but approval of Mr. Fireman’s plan would clearly demonstrate to me that Jersey City is not serious about protecting its only nature sanctuary; worse yet, it would illustrate that this city would auction off its only meaningful 
public land to make some extravagantly wealthy developers a few more bucks, seemingly only in exchange for political backing and an excuse to trumpet the city’s “accomplishment” in making the city somehow more “luxurious” and 
“desirable”. The park is desirable as is and many of my friends of similar age and means have also expressed that they would leave Jersey City if Fireman’s plans are approved. There are plenty of other towns in New Jersey, New York, the 
US, and the world that prioritize public land, access to nature and the associated mental health aspects therewith (including my hometown of Tewksbury Township, NJ). Your tax base will leave you if you move forward with Paul 
Fireman’s plan - the ball is now in your court to choose. Thank you for your consideration.

721 I’m a home owner and I also own two businesses in Jersey City and I’m strongly against the privatization of that portion of LSP.

722

My 7 year old always asks me why we don’t have a big yard like our friends in the suburbs. As residents of downtown Jersey City, I tell her we have the biggest yard in all of New Jersey - Liberty State Park. 
Please understand that my family and everyone we know are hugely supportive of the state’s phase 1A, 1B, and 2 plans. Fireman’s plan for a commercial sports and entertainment complex is not what we’re looking for. 
If Fireman was so concerned with playing fields for Jersey City residents he should look no farther than the current state of the Caven Point fields/Cochrane stadium which is reachable by a 6 iron from his 9th hole.

723

Hello - my name is Kerry Bass and I'm the chair of Sustainable Verona in NJ. I would urge you to google the University of Barcelona study of water samples taken between 2014 and 2021. Artificial turf grass accounted for 15% of larger 
plastics found in samples within about a half-mile of the shoreline.  As the artificial grass breaks down, small pieces of plastic make their way into soil and waterways, contributing to plastic pollution. Ocean plastics like those near 
Barcelona threaten animals and ecosystems. For example, birds, fish, and turtles mistake plastic for prey. Their stomachs can become lined with it, causing them to starve. They may also suffer from infections, cuts, internal injuries, 
and reduced swimming abilities.
And that's only one of the things that our team has discovered wrong with artificial turf.  Artificial turf causes more injury than natural grass. There is a study that looked at 53 articles published between 1972 and 2020. The studies 
concluded higher rates of injuries on turf. The president of the NFL Player's Union posted a letter stating that artificial turf is harder on the body than natural grass. The studies all point to more injuries with artificial turf.
Most recently, a Philadelphia Inquirer article postulated the risk between artificial turf and cancer. Those risks should cause great concern.
I would urge you to take a look at the studies and literature out there highlighting all the problems with artificial turf. The general public is not aware of these problems, and only sees shiny new fields. As planners and designers, it is your 
duty to take all of the downsides into consideration. Wouldn't it be great if Jersey City could take the lead in enhancing our environment rather than causing it more harm?

Page 87 of 113

Data have been edited to remove duplicate comments, blank comments, 
and personal identifying information, and reformatted to fit this page.



Liberty State Park Revitalization Program

724

In addition to my oral advocacy today, I wish to say that, in addition to wetland restoration to help mitigate flooding risk, there should be no further permanent expensive structures built in the park as they will necessitate costly repairs in 
the eventual storm surge of the next hurricane.
I did appreciate the comment that the Phase 2 athletic hub be composed of configurable and modular infrastructure to respond to flexible and ever-changing needs in our diverse state. 
Additionally, on Phase 1B, I think it best to put tennis or racquet courts on that northern cove lot for three reasons: 1) helps shave down but doesn’t eliminate marina parking; 2) once they’re in there, they’re relatively low-cost and 
resilient infrastructure that is in popular demand; and 3) it will make it harder for a future administration to rip them out in favor of another type of sporting facility due to loss aversion. 
In short, but the least offensive stuff in now, get the community using it, and that will protect the park into the future. Human psychology is the DEP’s friend here.

725 Please do not put a sport complex in Liberty State Park. This is such a vital green area for residents of Hudson county and other areas of New Jersey. Adding additional development and traffic would detract from the mission of this park.

726

As a long standing member of this community and a new father, i fully oppose the addition of a private, commercial sports and entertainment complex located within LSP. While Phase 1A and 1B seem like terrific additions , the private 
complex almost seems to cancel this benefits out. I would love to be able to maintain LSP as a complete public park for my children in their future years. The traffic that would be created is also a huge issue where the city is already 
extremely limited in managing.

727

I attended the Liberty State Park Design Task Force meeting today, 3/2/24, and would like to, yet again, register my strong opposition to the proposed 7000 seat stadium and the 5000 seat auditorium that would take up the entirety of the 
undeveloped central section of the park.  While I applaud the provisions for the wide range of various community athletic activities proposed for the northern and southern ends the of the park and the cultural uses for the train shed, 
devoting such a huge portion of the land to only two enormous venues (namely the stadium and the auditorium) would monopolize entirely too much space that cannot then be used for a lot of other purposes.  Not everyone who uses 
Liberty State Park is into athletics.  Some people enjoy just taking long walks amidst unobstructed scenery or hanging out while contemplating the beauty of nature.  Another issue is that, if 5000 or 7000 cars try all at once to get onto the 
two-lane roads servicing the area surrounding Liberty State Park after a big concert or tournament, the congestion would be unimaginable.  Even as it is now, without the stadium or the auditorium, traffic on the back roads can jam up for 
miles during rush hour.  The stadium and the auditorium would simply worsen the problem.  The stadium and the auditorium would also obstruct the view of the skylines, the bay and the Statue of Liberty.  In a part of the country where 
there is already a decreasing amount of open space, Liberty State Park offers an oasis for people who need to get away from urban sprawl for a few hours.  I also wish to register my opposition to any plans to turn Caven Point into a golf 
course.  This wildlife habitat needs to be preserved.  I go to Liberty State Park two or three times each week and consider it a priceless resource to protect and cherish, not just for myself but for the Hudson County community, the nation 
and for the world travelers that put the park on their must-see lists.  We stand at a critical decision point in the redevelopment of the park, and we have only one chance to get it right.  Sean LaTourette is a conscientious leader who is 
making every effort to take a balanced approach for the benefit of the most people concerned.  Bravo for his efforts.

728

Liberty State Park should remain a treasured public resource, free for all to enjoy.
Regarding today's presentation, I not support the inclusion of athletic fields in Liberty State Park. While I understand the desire to provide opportunities for youth woefully served by Jersey City, I think such an action will only encourage 
the city to continue to ignore their responsibilities.I also think such facilities will be difficult to manage and maintain. If however, athletic fields must be included, they should be built inland, away from the water, and in places with easy 
access from outside the park. There should be minimal, if any, cost for youth teams to utilize such fields should they be built. 
Parking and public transportation improvement, as well as traffic impact on surrounding communities should continue to be studied and discussed,
The cannot be any major private concert venues constructed in LSP. Any stages should be constructed to fit into the natural environment, be as unobtrusive as possible, and accessible to all. Concerts and events should be free or 
fundraisers. We have NYC across the river; we do not want for paid entertainment options. 
Lastly, I believe that all subsequent Design Task Force meetings, and indeed any meetings relevant to the future of LSP,  remain open to the public. 
Beyond these personal opinions, I fully support the agenda of Friends of Liberty State Park. I fully oppose the agenda of Paul Fireman and his paid ad men.

729

I have lived in Jersey City for 30 years, and my family has enjoyed Liberty State Park ever since. We brought the children to the park any chance we could to bike ride, skate, fish, fly kites, play badminton, volleyball, and soccer, explore 
nature walks, bird watch, enjoy the views, and picnic in its tranquil and natural environment. We still enjoy it today. LSP is a historic treasure and should remain a free, green, open space for all.  It must never be privatized. 
Reject the proposals for stadiums, commercial venues, and facilities for structured active recreational sports.

730

As a lifelong visitor to LSP who has lived in Jersey City since 2017, I strongly support the DEP plan as is. This park belongs to the entire state, not a billionaire whose ulterior motives are clear as day, nor even to a select group of Jersey 
City residents who think it belongs solely to them.
The plans put forth by the People’s Park Foundation and their acolytes would irreparably change what is one of the country’s true hidden gems. It seems their only goal is to cram as much concrete and as many fields as humanly 
possible. If they want to found a northern version of IMG Academy, their billionaire financier is welcome to do so — but not on public land that belongs to the entire state. They could not care less about preserving the natural element of 
the park - which is precisely what makes it so beautiful and so unique.
The DEP plan, which even the PPF praised until their boss told them otherwise, perfectly balances the need for passive and active recreation. Please keep LSP as is.
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1. The NJDEP must ensure the public that the 240 contaminated acres must be properly cleaned and remediated. The money has been available for 12 years. Clean the contamination now. Do it properly so people in jersey city don’t get 
sick 
2. There has been no official report that has been published that proves bringing water in the park will prevent flooding in surrounding Jersey City. Publish the documents from the Army Corp (they were present at the ribbon cutting) that 
show Phase 1a will not prevent flooding in the city. Data rules, not words from elected officials. Publish the data from the state engineers. We do not need more flooding in the city. 
3. We need more active recreation. I understand jersey city government is the issue. The city government has forgotten its citizens, but this is an urban park with 300k plus people living around the park. Open it up for active recreation 
and a community center. We need a community center. The kids need an outlet and there is 600 acres in the park. 
4. The notion of commercialization and making money off the park by Paul Fireman is absurd. Sam Pesin and the friends have receive checks from many events that come in LSP. Polo Classic $50k to FOLSP. Tough Mudder 10k check. 
Who is profiting off the park. Let’s ask Mr. Pesin. All money that comes to this park should be plowed back in to the park. LSP is running an annual deficit. Money should not line Sam Pesin’s pockets. Make it go back in the park. 
5. We need bathroom and concession stands. We talk about a Central Park like park. Well Central Park has bathrooms, coffee shops, 21 baseball fields, tennis courts, pickle ball, basketball, tennis, handball, a museum and a zoo. 
People pay money to use the boats on the lake and go to the zoo. Not everything in life is free and money then goes to run and update the facilities. 
Central Park is a gem. LSP is a lump of coal that could be a diamond but will need much attention, care, investment and foresite. LSP is not a preserve it’s a park. A park is for the people. LSP can provide everything. 
Finally, we already are surrounded on water by on three sides. We don’t need more water in the park. Build an internal lake, but don’t bring the Hudson River in LSP. TERRIBLE IDEA.

732

i don't think enough input was taken into consideration from current users.  eliminating the parking from near the marina will negatively impact marina users and there are other open spaces in the park that could be used for sporting 
fields.

733 I oppose the privatization of Liberty State Park. The plan pushed by Paul Fireman to put a private, commercial Sports and Entertainment Complex would be disastrous for our community.

734

I approve the DEP plans you presented today for LSP; thank you for resisting the commercial interests that seek development in the park. Urban humans have a deep and real need for open green space and access to nature. Some 
active recreation areas for local youth is a good compromise for this location. [Artificial turf needs to be avoided for all the reasons stated. It is essentially poisonous to the land -including the fish that the anglers come to the park for.] I 
even find myself approving the idea for an amphitheater, as proposed, fitting into the land.
Any confusion (or disinformation) about the wetlands plan demonstrates the lack of understanding of the importance of wetlands in the first place. That makes their inclusion even more important -- along with some good signage!
Over the long term, the 'greatest deficit' of this region will increasingly be open green space and access to nature. Liberty State Park is uniquely positioned to be that asset. As precious and worth fighting for as it is now, just think how 
much more uniquely valuable it will become as this area becomes even more highly populated.
Thank you for all your work to help LSP. Thank you, also, for all your efforts with these hearings, which are a great exercise in democracy at work.

735

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.  (I couldn't figure out how to raise my hand online for a phone comment.)  I fully agree with the overwhelming tide of public opinion today that favors open green space--green space that is true 
to the park's natural state as possible.  People who study education and child development say that exposure to nature is one of the best gifts and learning experiences a child can have.  
Expensive, enlightened private schools know this and many make exposure to nature a core part of their mission. Many local residents cannot afford a private school experience, but If Liberty State Park is preserved as a natural green 
space, it will be available free to local, regional, and visiting children to have personal, immersive experience with nature.  
For a half century, Camp Liberty has done an outstanding job of giving local children a great experience of recreation in nature.  Tuition is reasonable and there are scholarships for many who need them.  Camp Liberty educators make 
great use of Liberty State Park's natural environment.   I am sure that many school teachers use the park for educational programs in nature as well.
Please continue to protect the integrity of this irreplaceable treasure.
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Thank you for the presentation and discussion today (March 2nd) at the Liberty State Park Design Task Force Meeting.  I broadly support the plan as it stands. My comments  :
* I support reducing the space between the sports facilities in the north side next to the Marina. I also like the idea of keeping parking further away and using public transportation / bike shares etc., to bring people to the sites. Any 
parking lot should emphasize secure bicycle parking and have trees set in a way to shield it from public view. 
* I like the wider natural seating options for the amphitheater. My preference is for the amphitheater to be located on the north side of the cove.  I would prefer not having a clamshell design; rather I would go for something more open 
and flexible. Also, only free activities should be hosted there.
* I think the amount of space allocated towards active recreational activities in Phase 1B is sufficient. I like that the active facilities are located together instead of scattered across the park. 
* As part of the overall active recreation features, a biking loop should be created along the Audrey Zapp Dr - Freedom Way - Morris Pesin Dr - Philip St for the "active" cyclists (think lycra) and to separate them from the other bike paths 
that would be used for more casual movement.  
* There is very little access to green space in Jersey City and Hudson County. Hence it is important to ensure that green spaces are prioritized in the design of the Park. The high volume of traffic in the park attests to the preference that 
people have for the current emphasis on passive recreation. 
* Future meetings of the Task Force should be broadcast live online. There is no need of public commentary at these meetings, but there should be transparency regarding its deliberations, especially given the apparent push to make 
material modifications to the existing plan.

737

I support the plan to make Liberty State Park a Central Park-style park with FLEXIBLE green spaces.  That is a design that has stood the test of time and served the people well.
Please do NOT use plastic artificial turf in this location.  Artificial turf gets extremely hot, raises flood risk, and contains PFAS and other neurotoxins and endocrine disruptors.  Why should local youth be exposed to these harmful 
substances?  As well, when this area does flood, all the crumb rubber and loose plastic grass blades are going straight into the estuary.
Instead, please consider setting up a program at Liberty State Park to train local youth in how to manage NATURAL GRASS for lawns and sports fields, how to care for trees, and how to maintain sustainable natural spaces.  Train kids to 
be stewards of the land, and this can lead to them getting green jobs and protecting ALL of our futures.

738

 I am writing on behalf of the liberty State Park in all the new Recreational facilities to improve the conditions for the city and county. So that the children of our city and county would have a decent and clean place to play sports, swim 
and bring appreciation to our park. I would like to also speak on the first design that was developed, and Approved by Governor Murphy and state senator Sandra Cunningham. I hope the commissioner reconsiders because the plan that 
he has exhibited to me today has no merit for black and brown children and others.  We will. We will be reaching out to Governor Murphy senate president, and the Jersey City legislative team to address and make the changes that we so 
desperately need for our community and let it be our choice not the commissioners choice we don’t need wetland in an urban area. I think you and we will see you on April 9, 2024

739

I stand with Sam Pesin and the Friends of Liberty State Park. Please prioritize open space and passive recreation where possible. And please do not build a park for cars - do not pave over the park to add parking lots. As mentioned during 
the task force meeting we need a park that not only serves current visitors (skews towards drivers), but one that serves future visitors as well (hopefully will skew towards alternative means of transport). Please continue to pursue the 
proposal including shuttles, bike lanes, on-demand transport, etc. to encourage this future. Locating some additional parking just outside the park as suggested should help to lessen traffic in the park interior vs. adding significant 
parking to the interior.

740

Liberty State Park has a potential to be an urban oasis and provide the desperately needed green space that the northern New Jersey needs.  With the current redesigning process, it has the possibility to be a great free park rivaling 
nearby urban parks such as Central Park in Manhattan and Prospect Park in Brooklyn. I think Liberty State Park should remain free to all.

741

I would like to advocate for a plan that does not include the development of a golf course or a stadium that is not able to be used by the public. If a stadium is going to be developed, it should have public access and usage rights. I would 
prefer that there not be overdevelopment that is going to offer up outsized or disproportionate profits for private individuals relative to the well-being of the community and public funds that are going into it. I am also in favor of more 
trees and hills that get developed to create a more vibrant and enjoyable running circuit with more shade as opposed to the soul-less park that is there now without many trails for individuals and families to enjoy in the heat of summer.

742

It is clear that the current plans do not take into consideration the existing and flourishing services of Liberty State Park. Specifically, the marina and the restaurants. it is also very clear that the plan does not have any concept of current 
or future needs for traffic flow throughout the park and the area of Jersey City that the park borders. The plan should be altered to leave everything alone on the north waterfront area and to enhance the entry roadway by putting in a four-
lane roadway where the cobblestones are, and to the south and also enhancing the roadway to the west. By doing so, it will open up the area that is just south of the current cobblestone Audrey's Zapp drive and venues that are being 
requested such as ball fields, tennis courts etc can be a accommodated in that section. However, again, this is not Jersey City Park. It's Liberty State Park and as such the venue should be for the mass of the state, not for the specific 
needs of Jersey City. Focus should be on redoing the bulkhead along the north wall of the marina  property. As well as solving the pollution of the Morris canal in which occurs every time there is rain storm in which Jersey City spews the 
sewage because of the improper design in overdevelopment of their neighborhoods.
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I am writing in support for the Liberty State Park Revitalization Program introduced by NJDEP. I am a homeowner in Downtown Jersey City and a big reason I chose to settle here is its proximity to Liberty State Park. It is a serene reprieve 
from urban life and I am pleased to see its restoration and preservation so prominently prioritized in Phase 1A. I am also very supportive of Phases 1B and 2, increasing and enabling access to active recreation areas in the perimeter of 
the park closest to neighboring communities. The Revitalization Program reiterates that Liberty State Park is a public good for all. I strongly oppose any inclusion of privately-owned facilities, specifically those proposed by the People's 
Park Foundation. Public parks are one of the few third places people can gather and enjoy without any financial expense. Commercialization of public park space for sporting and entertainment arenas is inherently discriminatory and 
exclusionary. Thank you to the NJDEP for this Revitalization Program and I look forward to seeing it bear fruit for the public for generations to come.

744

I am in favor of not adding active recreation to the Northern Area off Audrey Zapp Drive at this time. The plan as originally presented appeared cluttered, piecemeal, and disruptive for the space. If lot size continues to limit future plans in 
that space, it may be worth looking into moving Audrey Zapp Drive further South, or perhaps building covered parking to decrease the area needed to house the Marina's parking.
Also interested to know if there will be any excess landfill coming out of the 1A restoration, and if there are plans on how to use that landfill. If open to suggestions I believe is an opportunity to build new greenspace on the Jersey City 
Waterfront, similar to what is currently in Hoboken.

745

I am writing to express support for the plans introduced under the NJDEP's Liberty State Park Revitalization Program, and to express strong opposition to any inclusion of privately-owned facilities in the active recreation areas of the park, 
specifically those proposed by the People's Park Foundation. Commercialization of public park land for large events will draw additional traffic, disrupt the serene nature preserve, and create financial barriers to the use of the park 
through admission fees. Liberty State Park is amazing, rare urban parkland and is one of the extremely few locations in Jersey City where you are allowed to exist without the expectation of spending money; it is a reprieve from the 
stressors of modern day life. Please keep it that way, open for all to enjoy.

746

The first director of the National Park Service, Stephen Mather, envisioned both national and state parks as a great system containing “the highest potentialities of national pride, national contentment, and national health…A visit 
inspires love of country; begets contentment; engenders pride of possession; contains the antidote for national restlessness…”  
Liberty State Park speaks to Mather’s vision in many ways.  It’s not just that the site looks out at the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, symbolizing core values and immigrant history to all visitors and to our city's diverse population. It’s 
also that the park to some extent balances the ceaseless building, fueled by the profit-motive, of the city around it, and of the city whose skyline is visible from it. It’s that the park was created and is sustained through grassroots people 
power. The preservation of Central Railroad terminal is a material reminder that we respect our architecture and our history. 
That history, however, should be recognized not only for its achievements, but for its ills,  starting with the displacement and erasure of indigenous peoples who once used the lands of LSP, and including the environmental degradation 
left behind by the railroads once their profits declined. The land restoration that has taken place in Liberty State Park gives us hope that we still have a collective ability to address our historical mistakes and injustices and maybe even 
have a chance to address overwhelming challenges like human-caused climate change.
The DEP has been leading a process to improve the park and balance interests. My own view is “less is more”-- that the park should not be used to satisfy the city’s needs for active recreation. If active recreation to the park, however, is 
added it should be explicitly acknowledged that it is not a precedent encouraging future incremental increases in active uses and more infrastructure. Instead, the goal for the park should be respect for the open land and water, for 
habitat and nature education, for providing rare opportunity for our children to be in touch with nature. It should be the primary responsibility of Jersey City and the developers seeking to build in the city to provide for the active 
recreational needs of our growing population and our children, and to address the needs of communities near LSP whose residents want more recreational opportunities. 
 The future should not include an exclusionary Sports and Entertainment Complex or any other large-scale commercial uses.   Increased automotive traffic should be discouraged. Any added circulation paths should use permeable 
surfaces. Park entry should be and remain free. The park should not be viewed as a revenue-producer, but as the People’s Park, open and free to all.  
Friends of Liberty State Park and its leadership is keeping alive Mather's vision for the rest of us.
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NJ's DEP, by its own definition, describes itself as an "unfailing guardian of New Jersey's most precious natural and historic resources."  
Mr. Fireman wants to turn LSP into the only product he knows how to sell- something for a youth-driven, entertainment-above-all-else, American stereotype. This entire thing reeks of ageism, classism and the outmoded capitalism that 
drove trees out of places like Jersey City in the first place. 
I ask the DEP to fulfill its duty to protect the state's natural and historic resources at this critical juncture. On the historic side, there's the Morris Canal.  The natural resources are too extensive to list.  Just following the line of thinking 
that  LSP is one of the most vulnerable salt marshes in the entire Hudson estuary- have environmental groups on the other side of the Hudson (and upriver) been invited to attend/comment/weigh in?  The boundaries of the estuary region 
include both NJ and NY. If Fireman's vision comes true, and he gets to replace entire swaths of greenspace with impervious surface, how would that not play into regional floodin
LSP was a gift to present and future generations by planners and taxpayers. The park, and subsequent remediations have been bought and paid for by taxpayers with the intent of creating greenspace access for all. It took decades to get 
the land to reach its environmental potential. Replacing it with concrete and other impervious surface is an enormous step  backward and will only benefit some for a finite period of time. The region is not short on recreational space- 
with two major arenas within 10 miles and world-class sports facilities available for contract and use at public institutions nearby.
Where is the proof? The need for preserving this space is well documented by not only the NJ DEP, the EPA but even the Nuclear Regulatory Commission gets it: their analysis of the Hudson River estuary concludes the following: "The 
vulnerability of the entire area continues because of its desirability for development opportunity. Only comprehensive planning that recognizes the habitat values of this area, coupled with analyses of the impact to the habitat of 
individual proposals taken in the context of cumulative impacts, will result in balanced and effective protection of the estuary.
Where, then, is the scientifically proven, measured, monitored and cross-referenced demand for more recreation in Northeastern New Jersey? Access to all the proposed activities in Fireman's plan already exist, nearby, and are 
reachable via mass transit. Trading environmental resources for additional entertainment is a poor investment with decreased ROI in the face of climate change. It's bad economics, short-sighted planning and a disturbing example for 
younger generations. 
Although the plan is presented as a way to benefit today's youth, let's remember this, today's youth are in a mental health crisis. They worry about their future, their world. Pour concrete today, and it will take decades for them to restore 
LSP to its current glory.

747 cont'd

LSP is for the people. This plan is for the age demographic with the most disposable income. One example: amphitheaters and arenas are not welcoming places for elderly or disabled people but the park is. There's no democratization 
when you replace flat, soft ground with multi-level concrete staircases. 
Source: Politico, March 2023:
The head of DEP, Shawn LaTourette, pushed back against concerns that the park would be commercialized, as many conservationists have long feared. In a call with reporters on Thursday morning, he said the plans don’t include any 
large-scale developments, like a large community center, entertainment venue or track and field stadium.
“Liberty State Park will never be a youth sports complex, Liberty State Park will be a park for the people that we will ensure is capable of meeting multiple ends,” LaTourette said.

748

moved to Jersey City in 2004. Raised my family here. Homeowner. Over 19 years I’ve built Nimbus Dance and Nimbus Arts Center - the largest arts non-profit in Jersey City which serves over 16000 annually including 6 youth each year 
with ongoing arts.
Investment in and preservation of open green space is one of the single best ways to ensure the long-term health of our community.
There is nothing like parks and open green space to preserve long term value to property, to retain residents, and to maintain the sense of identity and character that we all love about Jersey City. 
What would New York City be without Central Park, Riverside Park? What would Brooklyn be without Prospect Park? If instead of preserving parkland we had built stadiums where our National Parks now stand - Yellowstone, Yosemite, 
Acadia - in those days the profiteers wanted dams, oil wells, and mines. Gratefully open space was preserved and our nations greatest natural sites will be available for future generations. 
Liberty State Park is no different. This is one of our nation’s most important public spaces. We can’t get this wrong.
Jersey City has experienced rampant development that has not included important investments in green space. 
Should we build opportunities for youth activities? absolutely yes. But more out-of-control, for-profit development of one of Jersey City’s precious few open green spaces?  Definitely not. It’s not in the interest of our youth, not in the 
interest of our community now, or for generations to come.

749

I DO NOT SUPPORT NJDEP PLAN  Phase 1a which will turn the interior of the park to swamp, marsh and flooded land. 
NO TO THE NJDEP PLAN
NO TO PHASE 1A
DO NOT PROCEED WITH PHASE 1A
NO to the proposed Flood Plain. 
Please and thank you! It now or never. Once wetlands are introduced, they can NEVER be altered.
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I use this park nearly every day, enjoying the beautiful trails by myself, with my dog, or with my friends and partner. I have trained for multiple marathons here, and I absolutely love the park as it is now - a free, public space where I can 
connect with nature in our city. This park is actually a big part of the reason why I chose to live here. Please do not approve this plan. This is not what our community wants.

751

LSP is our only natural sanctuary offering refuge and a much needed respite from the busy city life, we use it when we need a break from the noise, construction and litter pollution we face daily. We need to keep it as natural as possible 
with native vegetation, organic paths, unobstructed vistas. We want Central Park of Jersey City. We want to see the sky, the water, birds, trees. We want to connect with nature.  We don't want to see buildings, stadiums and venues. 
There are plenty of opportunities in other areas of Jersey City. Fix what we have. Keep the fields in LSP open, green and free. Let's not fall prey to greed, monetization and commercialization. Thank you. 

752

I am following the deliberations on LSP for the North Jersey Sierra Group. Our point of view was well expressed by Adam Nolan of the NJ League of Conservation Voters. We strongly endorse the revitalization, clean-up, restoration (e.g., 
of wetlands), preservation and enhancement of the land, public land, for the use of all. We are opposed to any commercial development of the Park. As we have commented in the past to the DEP, the remaining natural jewel in the 
region called Cavens Point must be protected from development. We stand with Sam Pessin and the Friends of Liberty State Park.

753

A park is a place of refuge, where people can go to experience nature and escape the pressures of daily life. It is not a football stadium, or a major concert venue, or a casino development, or a golf course. It cannot be used to fill the 
recreational void that is rightly the responsibility of Jersey City. Liberty State Park should be treated, as are other state parks, as primarily a place of respite.
A slowly growing trend in the U.S. is the acquisition and return to nature of golf courses, eliminating their environmental pollution and overuse of water. See the New York Times article of 2/15/24, entitled “After Shutting Down, These 
Golf Courses Went Wild.” This is an option that NJDEP should consider. Adding the current golf course space to the park would eliminate the pollution generated by the golf course and would provide additional space for active 
recreation without compromising the intrinsic nature of a state park. It would also eliminate the constant pressure from the golf course owner and his agents to privatize the park.
The NJDEP must not lose sight of its core mission by turning Liberty State Park into a commercial venture. The park is a precious resource and needs to be protected in perpetuity, because once it’s gone, it’s gone.

754

Thank you for  hosting this meeting on 3/2 in person at Liberty State Park and with the opportunity to participate via zoom and this comment box.  Please make sure the process continues to be OPEN and transparent.  Too much has been 
done behind closed doors that has increased misinformation and animosity when there is more in common than not.  However, the one area where there is extreme disagreement is on any efforts to privatize any part of the park - that 
cannot happen.  Liberty State Park needs to remain free and open to all.
I am a resident of Jersey City AND the State of New Jersey.  The City of Jersey City is primarily responsible for recreation spaces  and has failed the community in that respect.  That said, there is room for both recreation and open space in 
LSP. What is Not negotiable is turning over the park to private interests or creating a sports and entertainment complex as endorsed by those supported by Paul Fireman.  
The  vision of this  park as an oasis for our community and those in the state of NJ and that includes the proposed 60 acres of recreational space while protecting and restoring the wetlands is important. Finding the proper balance 
should be the role of this task force.
The commissioner mentioned hosting large events like fan events for the World Cup. While exceptions for unusual events like this should be allowed with proper permitting - this is NOT the general use of the park for the public on a daily 
basis.  It should be primarily for the residents of JC and New Jersey who need a respite from the challenges of urban life.
Last, I liked to say that the Task Force should listen to Sam Pesin and Friends of Liberty State Park.  They have been stewards for the park since its inception and have guided it  with vision and passion and making it sure it remains free 
and open for all.

755

I support Liberty State Park remaining a free, open green space for the people of New Jersey, and support the current revitalization plan. I do not support any attempts to privatize or commercialize the park.
There's been a lot of discussion about active recreation in the park, specifically referring to adding more active recreation for residents of Bergen-Lafayette. Historically, diverse communities like Bergen-Lafayette have been excluded 
from nature activities (called the "Nature Gap"). Pushing the rhetoric that active recreation is more important than passive enjoyment of nature is enforcing the Nature Gap, not working to end it. We should be focusing on making 
outdoor spaces welcoming to all, and a key part of that is ensuring that we have natural spaces at all that are close enough for people to visit regularly. Some active recreation at LSP is fine but no matter how much is added to the plans, 
more is pushed for. Passive recreation is also more inclusive to more people, as not everyone can participate in active recreation.
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Of the 4 options proposed for the phase 1B athletic hub at the north section, the one with tennis and basketball courts may work best for that area for several reasons:
1. This option does not create high amounts of traffic since their uses have a smaller amount of players and less potential for high amounts of spectators. Traffic at the Audrey Zapp entry point is already very congested.
2. Parking needs for these uses is much simpler to plan, and a better scale  
3. Existing Marina access and parking areas are maintained 
4. This option provides smaller areas of storm water runoff when compared to Astro turf fields 
5. They provide active recreational space for local residents.
Due to the size and width of regulation football/soccer fields/running track, the other options eliminate the marina parking and access to the docks which is not practical or a workable solution. These proposed uses also create high 
amounts of traffic and congestion for organized games and tournaments, and require a much higher degree of management and maintenance. 
Having said this, eliminating 2-3 BB courts would be a more appropriate ratio of developed vs natural space for this part of the park.
I look forward to seeing the direction of the design. - Thank you

757

I completely support the DEP process for planning the park through community input. I believe the park can be improved and can provide active recreation as well as natural areas but making the park a sports and entertainment center 
is not what the natural park should be changed to - we have to protect the natural parts of the park. It is hard for me to trust the task force because it was appointed- so I don’t know who they are representing. I would ask that all meetings 
to be opened to the public- if the public is not there we should have access to the transcript or recordings of the meetings so we all know what is being discussed .

758 I support the plans to keep the park more public than private, and support more open space and  some public recreation areas.  We really don’t need a bigger golf course.

759

The surrounding infrastructure does not support the idea of developing a concert venue, theater, or other inside Liberty State Park. The roads into and our of the area are atrocious. The traffic signals are inadequate. This would be a 
massive, timely, and costly expenditure of public funds, and I don't believe it would generate revenue long term. Furthermore, where would the attendees park? All of the green space within LSP would be gone before we know it. 
Soon enough, it wouldn't be a park at all - "Liberty State Concrete Lot and Pavilion" they would name it. Just think of the heat radiating off of it in the sweltering summer months. Wouldn't that be breathtaking!

760

We have been residents for 14 years - and we love it here. In addition, our adult children and their two families, including three young grandkids, also live in Downtown JC. 
Liberty State Park is unparalleled as a masterpiece of our parks and natural areas. Whenever I go to Liberty State Park, I feel a deep sense of freedom, peace, and connection to nature. This is a feeling that never gets old - and never goes 
away. Exploring the different green spaces, observing the wildlife, relaxing on a bench or in the picnic areas, and walking along the waterfront, away from the noise and bustle of the city - these are treasured experiences that refresh and 
restore me.
Along with all of the individual activities - being in nature, running, and bicycling - available at Liberty State Park, families and groups can take advantage of the rich offerings of Liberty State Park’s playgrounds and picnic areas. Our 
grandkids, along with so many others, have celebrated wonderful birthday parties there.
I am encouraged by the development of a multi-stage plan for thoughtful development and enhancement of Liberty State Park. This plan shows that we can include active recreation in the park while keeping it as a wonderful public 
space.
In place of detailed comments related to the proposed design plans for the park, I want to underscore that I, along with many other local area residents, stand very much AGAINST large-scale commercialization and privatization in 
Liberty State Park, including stadiums and/or concert venues. 
Projects and facilities of this type have no logical place in the peaceful, natural environment of LSP. If these facilities were proposed for Central Park in Manhattan, there’s no question that these ideas would be summarily rejected. The 
same should be true for our precious local park. 
In addition, we need to fully protect the Caven Point Natural Area Migratory Bird Habitat and Nesting Area from demolition by Liberty National Golf Club.
Finally, moving forward, any future committees and/or task forces focused on LSP should include long-time community stakeholders currently excluded from its decision making committee, such as the Jersey City Parks Coalition, the 
Urban League of Hudson County, and statewide conservation organizations.
Thank you for helping to keep Liberty State Park a precious green resource for all citizens - not just for those of us who live in Jersey City, but for people who live throughout the state, as well as visitors who travel from far and wide to 
enjoy this wonderful park.
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Liberty State Park is the jewel of New Jersey and this needs to be kept in mind - no large scale commercialization. Phase 1A, Phase 1B, appear to be designed in the spirit of the kind of plan the People want, not so clear in Phase 2.  All 
phases must insure the design stays a public park for the People.  All parks are democratic spaces where all can come for some peace and tranquility. Liberty State Park should be maintained as a sanctuary where you can relax and 
decompress, it must stay resoundingly a natural environment in the dense urban area in which it is found.
Please do not sell out to powerful interest who use their financial wealth to buy what is not theirs.  No Commercialization in Liberty State Park, no large Stadiums or Theaters.  It is important to reduce automobile travel to the park.  
Encourage and improve public transportation to the park and biking to the park with ample protected bike lanes and bike parking - other micro-mobility devices should also be included in bike planning.

762

For decades Liberty State Park has provided people from Jersey City, from New Jersey, and from around the world with the opportunity to connect with nature, connect with the history of our region, and enjoy access to free open space in 
the middle of one of the most densely populated areas of the world. I believe that it is incredibly important to expand upon and enhance the resources that Liberty State Park currently provides and that the privatization and 
commercialization of areas of the park, such as the construction of a stadium and other private venues, should NOT occur. Access to free open space and natural areas is very limited in this area. The natural areas should be expanded 
on and enhanced allowing for more passive and free recreation. The proposed salt water marsh is an excellent example of expanding on and enhancing the open space in the park. Not only will areas like this enable people to connect 
with and learn about the natural world, they will provide for storm residency and create wildlife habitat. Natural areas should be enhanced and created and existing natural areas should be protected. This includes the Caven Point area, 
this is a vital natural area that provides habitat and the opportunity for education and passive recreation, it needs to be protected. 
This is not to say that opportunities for public active recreation should not be created. Fields and courts can be created in a concentrated manner in different parts of the park. A great example of a well designed active recreation 
facilities can be found at the Brooklyn Bridge Park in NYC. Larger fields can possibly be created but should be kept to a minimum. Limiting the uses of areas the park by building large active recreation fields is not fair to people who are 
looking use the park in a wider variety of ways. 
In summary, the park should be modeled after a Central Park style park, natural areas should be expanded on and enhanced and used as storm water infrastructure, and active recreation should be built but in concentrated areas and 
not at the expense of natural areas. Additionally, private venues and stadiums should absolutely not be built. - Thank you,

763

I appreciate the idea of revitalizing Liberty State Park and bringing more opportunities to the community in enjoying their experience. As a born and raised member of Jersey City, I have seen many changes to the city in the past 20 years, 
which had both positive and negative effects on the community. Seeing these plans, I will say that I do not think adding athletic fields will benefit the park or the community. There are already a handful of city parks full of different sports 
courts and skateparks surrounding Liberty State Park where kids and teens may play and be active. The purpose of the STATE park is for it to be a conservation of the environment, allowing migratory birds to nest and have their own 
space. For people to get away from the bustle of the city and to be enveloped in nature. The inclusion of these sports facilities will take that experience away and increase noise pollution that might scare away the birds and other wildlife. 
It is said that the inclusion of these facilities will bring more people to the park but the park already has many families, runners, and birdwatchers that come causing the parking on the weekends to be full. If facilities are added, more 
parking space would be needed to be constructed. Remember, this park isn't large enough to include everything this plan wants and to still feel like a state park. Liberty State Park is 1/3rd of Central Park which is why it can include the 
facilities it has. Jersey City has enough city parks that include facilities which should have revitalizing as well. Add more green space to the city in general. 
I do happen to agree with the inclusion of a community center as long as it's not in any natural wetlands occupied by nature. The facility plans including a community garden and a classroom is important, it helps reach out to the 
community and our youth to teach about environmentalism and ecology which has a massive influence on our future and the planet's future. I also approve of the Train Shed at the Central Jersey Transit Station to be utilized into a 
walking space that mixes history and environment, with the inclusion of train cars, more community gardening and even the possibilities of composting or bee gardening. This applies to the amphitheatre space which has a natural 
design to it. As well as love the idea of art space throughout the park such as the rememberance grove. It would enhance the beauty of the park and allow local artists to reach the community and add a unique personality as well. 
As for the beach, I don't know how I feel about that as a piece of the state park. It doesn't feel right or natural. It clashes with the rest of the design. 
Finally my thoughts on the clean up of the part of the park that is considered the Habitat conservation is important as long as it is an environmental cleanup that is to remove any chemicals and hazards to the wildlife. But I'm not sure if 
the landscape should be changed physically to include trails if it impedes upon the bird sanctuary and disrupts their habitat. This includes the freshwater wetlands and tidal wetlands if it means bulldozing and creating those spaces, but 
if they already exist there naturally and left untouched, then it is fine. In the end, the bird sanctuary should be left untouched and far away from human interaction unless it's to the birds benefits, Caven Point included. 
I stand by The Friends of Liberty State Park.

764

What are the park’s obligations to the existing tenants - the marina and restaurants?  There are agreements in place, how do these proposed advancements fit around our existing obligations? 
And finally, 
Please reiterate the overall plan, and why exactly all the active recreation needs to be squeezed into the north and south hubs?  Why not spread out through the reclaimed lands in the middle?  I don’t understand.

765

My name is Jessica Hellinger, and I've been a lifelong resident of Jersey City. Liberty State Park holds immense potential as a beautiful green space, but unfortunately, it still has 240 acres which remain contaminated and unused for the 
past four decades. It's crucial that we gather input from all park users, not just a select few from Jersey City, as this is a State Park, not solely a city park. As a resident, I strongly advocate for more options for our children within these 
parks. It's time to prioritize cleaning up, not covering up, the issues plaguing our beloved park.
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In Hudson County where I grew up. There need to be more areas in a heavily populated location to relax and enjoy the natural environment. It is good for the population's health to get away from the everyday busy workday. Liberty State 
Park is a recreational oasis for residents in the surrounding areas. It is extremely important that all user groups have access for their enjoyment and needs. There definitely needs to be public access for people who enjoy fishing as well. 
Liberty State Park should not be developed for only a select few but for all.

767

I am a lifelong NJ resident and a current resident of Jersey City. Please do not allow the future of the park to be hijacked by private interests and people who would pave over this unique jewel. I support the DEP plan and encourage you to 
stay your course.

768 What we don’t need in Liberty State Park is a large commercial concert venue.

769

Good afternoon. Thank you all for including us in the plans. The  beautiful Liberty State Park has been our home for the last 50 years. We believe in open space and creative  play for  children. Places where children can just be children 
and play and experience the benefits of nature.
The park is a sanctuary for all and we know it will continue to be. - Thank you.

770

I'm very concerned about the Task Force saying they want to meet in private to discuss the park. This smacks of the usual Jersey style politics of deals being done in closed back rooms. 
Also the fact that some of the task force members come from dubious so-called community groups such as people's park foundation who are new groups funded by Paul Fireman and have their own agenda to move Paul Fireman's 
agenda forward. 
That these representatives have the opportunity to make their false claims about flooding the park, or that there's nothing to do in the park, in a closed door session is very concerning. 
I hope that you will make a transcript available to the public of everything and anything that is discussed in any non-public meeting.  - Thanks

771

Jersey City urgently needs to prioritize expanding its green spaces and tree cover. With one of the lowest green covers in the nation and losing substantially more trees than we plant each year to concrete development, we're setting 
ourselves up for increased heat absorption in the summers, making the city less resilient to future warming. Instead of further covering areas with concrete, let's maximize the space for trees, especially in Liberty State Park (LSP). A 2015 
study by the Jersey City Environmental Commission found the city loses at least 126 trees annually despite planting efforts. This trend has only worsened, with recent reports indicating a decline in the tree canopy to less than 11%. 
Please see: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GI8Fu0VSo_C5puB6UHe5XX9VzhfX8xid/view and https://www.tapinto.net/towns/jersey-city/sections/green/articles/making-sure-trees-count-jersey-city-tree-census-shows-a-decline-in-
canopy-cover
Building a stadium would only contribute to more concrete and take away valuable free access to the park, favoring private profits over public benefit. This move doesn't align with the needs of the millions of residents who rely on LSP as 
one of the few free nature spaces available. It's not a wise use of our natural resources and would harm the already fragile biodiversity of these areas. Let's prioritize long-term sustainability and community well-being over short-term 
gains.
I would like to emphasize. Jersey City residents would like Liberty State Park with more trees and free access to nature. Please don't shrink our access to nature by building concrete stadiums on land that could be used for trees - 
increasing the health of the community.

772

I support the preservation of maximum green space in Liberty State park. This is the largest free open public land in the area, and it is crucial to protect its access to nature for the public’s enjoyment, public health benefits, as well as its 
ecological benefits in climate change resiliency. I am a Jersey City resident and professional environmental engineer, so I have a deeply personal understanding and appreciation for the remediation work done and the future plans for 
protective wetland areas. I also know and have seen first hand how urban development increases certain health risks, like asthma, which green spaces protect against. Nature is where people go to relax and manage stress for their 
mental and physical health. Access to natural space is extremely important for the public to connect with, appreciate, and respect the Earth. We must keep liberty state park free and green for the benefit of all local residents and visitors 
to our beloved park.
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Northern Athletics Hub:
- consider that boating (motor, sail, kayak, jet ski, fishing, etc) is active recreation that already exists, please don’t remove / impinge on facilities that make our current, existing recreation less accessible or feasible
- There’s a reason “soccer moms” have minivans or SUVs.  When I take my family to a park or facility for something as short as a 2 hour soccer game, we bring snacks or meals, coolers of ice and water, shade umbrellas or canopy, 
folding seating or a ground cover, and a way to toilet my little ones.  Remote parking with a bus system makes my trip that much longer and more difficult to lug all that stuff from the car to the sidelines, and would reduce the number of 
trips we would make each year.
- necessary facilities for sports participants and spectators include fresh drinking water sources and bathrooms at the very least.  I don’t see these sideline facilities on the NAH plans.  If I’m not lugging outside food on the remote 
parking transfer bus, then I need to be able to buy these things at the field.  I don’t see snack stands or meal options, in fact you’ve even proposed taking away our favorite hotdog stand by liberty house restaurant. I don’t see bathrooms 
or water fountains.  Cramming the most fields you can fit into the space doesn’t make those fields usable.
Connections to local transportation are inadequate: 
I’m sorry, but JC just isn’t NYC yet.  Central Park has a huge and well established multimodal network of transportation options with connections at every park entrance.  Our HBLR doesn’t even connect to our PATH at more than two 
points, and neither of those seamlessly.   Our NJTransit buses are not nearly ubiquitous enough to support everyone who wants to access our parks, and inconvenient for families with young children and the supplies to keep them safe 
and happy for a day out.  Again, having to change from local buses to the park bus system would add a leg to the trip to bring my family to the park will reduce the number of times I’m able to make that trip each year.  
Fitness trail:
A fitness trail already exists along freedom way with exercise stations, shade, and passes by existing water fountains and restrooms. 
Survey existing facilities:
Berry Lane park exists less than a mile away, with similar facilities including multiple althletic fields, track, fitness stations, playgrounds, dog park, and skate park - please reach out to see who actually uses them and what changes they 
have learned would support our community use better.  - Thank you

774

I agree with most of Phase 1B, as long as the development does not block the view east to the Hudson River.
My favorite thing to do in the park is walk or bike along the boardwalk. The best thing about Liberty State Park is that it is wide open and honors passive activities and wildlife. Please don't overdevelop. Also, have adequate parking for the 
sports recreation areas.
RE Phase 2 Holistic long term master plan:
1. It does not seem Holistic.
2. LSP is a STATE park. It should not have to solve all of Jersey City's poor city planning. It should be enjoyed by people from Jersey City and the surrounding area as well as the whole of NJ.
3. The 50 acre sports hub seems excessive, especially considering there will be sports fields in the Northern end (Phase 1B). Also, what about the fields at Caven point, which is owned by Jersey City. Also, ask yourselves who will be 
playing on those fields? Everyone will be fighting over playing rights.
4. I agree with Ms. Patel's comment about the bird friendly lighting and following dark skies protocols.
5. We need to see statistics about the "deficiencies" discussed in the meeting. Why should a state park have to solve all those JC deficiences?

775

The task force does not appear to have a coherent understanding of what the community needs or how to provide it. The plan is being driven by the desire of private individuals to build sports and concert venues for profit, from which 
revenues might be distributed to as yet unidentified future public facilities in the park. I am skeptical about how much money would be left for playing fields, tennis courts, skate parks or whatever, after operating costs and return on 
investment are covered. I agree with the point made that the DEP and task force need to come up with real data on needs of the community. It is important to determine how to pay for them- through grants, bonding, etc.- not through 
disruptive commercial facilities like a sports or concert arena which will generate too much traffic and the requirement for acres of parking (which will be empty most of the time) that would diminish the park's environment by creating 
more run-off and pollution. 
Separate the two issues: 1. public amenities such as playing fields, areas for passive activities, education; and: 2. ticketed sports and concert venues with their huge negative impact on the park . I am certain the City can find ways to pay 
for public community recreational facilities through local, state and federal funding sources. The venues will open to only those who can pay and overwhelm the area with cars. Locate the venues near mass transit, Not in a park!!

776

I keep hearing "let's get this done ASAP" by some task force members as an excuse not to be exhaustive in planning and consulting the public and responding to their needs/concerns. However, I would like to point out that if the DEP 
valued efficiency, then why go with the "lowest bidder" for jobs? LSP's nature center took 9 years to reopen because of the lack of support, and also because the contractors were not skilled and did not care and were not being paid that 
much. The nature center was supposed to open in 2019 then 2020 and each time they were close, something would break and the team would have to fly out from Minnesota to fix it...It finally opened in 2021. Getting the right people to 
do the work and paying a better company is worth the investment.
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Commissioner LaTourette just stressed that State Policy has been changed to allow for an athletic hub to be developed and funded within a state park.  This is unprecedented and should be done correctly, even if it takes multiple years.  
It is clear that the athletic fields in phase 1B are a stop gap measure to provide playing fields for JC residents until the more comprehensive Athletic Hub in the southern portion of LSP is complete. 
Please do not destroy the marina, an existing asset used by many NJ and Jersey City residents, in order to provide a short term solution for athletics that is riddled with problems.  Placing athletic fields along Audrey Zapp Drive will make 
an already congested road unbearable and create an untenable shortage of parking for both current marina tenants and all those who hope to use the new fields.  
The intersection of Audrey Zapp and Philips/Jersey Ave has become very congested since the opening of the Jersey Ave bridge, and is already fairly dangerous for the volume of pedestrian and bike traffic that crosses this intersection to 
access LSP. Additional traffic volume due to those using the proposed athletic fields, combined with those trying to access the renovated Ferry building and Train Shed, will cause this intersection and Audrey Zapp Drive to come to a 
standstill.  
With over 500 boats in the marina, emergency vehicles, both fire and medical, need immediate and direct access to all of the docks in the marine.  This requires a wide paved area adjacent to the marina. The current tenant parking lot 
provides this access. 
Another safety aspect that is not reflected in the design is safety netting to prevent balls from going into the dock areas.  These nets would be a terrible eyesore and a danger to the numerous birds around the marina.
When considering alternative parking options for marina tenants, it is important to understand that marina tenants are typically bringing substantial gear and provisions to their boat which requires a car, not mass transit or shuttles.  
Once delivering these items to their boat, they then need a guaranteed place to park - for the day, overnight, or for many nights, depending on how long they will be out on their boat.  
A thorough traffic and parking study should be completed during the summer before athletic fields are considered along Audrey Zapp Drive.  Parking needs to be designed and available before facilities are built which bring more traffic. 
While there are numerous parking lots throughout LSP and in JC just outside the park - they are often full. 
Another unintended consequence of placing the athletic fields along Audrey Zapp Drive will be undermining the success of the Jersey City New City Kids - summer City Sail program.  Over the years Liberty Yacht Club members, who are 
primarily tenants of the marina, have funded the City Sail paid intern positions for Jersey City high schoolers, funded new sails for the City Sail sailboat, volunteered to help teach the participants how to sail, and LYC members have 
taken the City Sail participants out on their own boats to increase the number of youth who can experience boating.  If marina tenant parking is greatly reduced, this will cause LYC to lose members who have been instrumental in 
supporting the City Sail program, potentially ending the sailing aspect of this unique summer program for Jersey City youth. 
If an Athletic Hub is a priority, please design and build it in a responsible way without decimating existing assets and causing a traffic nightmare for all.  Please do not build formal athletic fields along Audrey Zapp Drive.

778

Having listened to the entire public meeting, I was distressed by the feeling that Liberty State Park is seen as vacant land by many people who want to bite pieces off it in order to solve all the problems of Jersey City. What makes Liberty 
State Park special is the fact that much of it is NOT developed for high-traffic, high-density use. Furthermore, I was disturbed by the idea that sections of the park need to be developed to somehow act as a destination for people 
attending the 2026 World Cup, a one-time event that does NOT serve the needs of local residents.
Having said that, I am not against the development intended for Phase 1B—that area is a patchwork of development already. As long as the amphitheater is very low profile, low impact, and does not make the space useless for other 
activities, even that feature would be okay.
As for Phase 2, I oppose Phase 2A in its current incarnation. The Southern Athletics Hub is a massively overbuilt idea that, as I mention above, seems to simply give away park land to solve the problems with Jersey City. It would take a 
huge bite out of Liberty State Park's undeveloped area and make it a destination for concerts and sporting events. I am trying to think of other parks—Central Park, Golden Gate Park, Prospect Park, etc.—where such a concession would 
be granted. Rather than turning this corner of the park into the Meadlowlands sporting arena, the plans for development should be scaled way back.

779

please take Marina parking Access to Dock gates into consideration and also access to running potable water year round like what is currently used in large green area on west end of park (farm type pumps) for Marina  slips.  keep 
walkwAy with cherry trees.
don’t neglect the needs of the marina boaters PLEASE,  this is not a recreation that one can easily transport gear needed by using offsite parking and public transportation - thank you

780

Liberty State Park is one of the largest green spaces in Jersey City.  Privatizing the land for the construction of sports stadiums who increase crowds and noise pollution, distract from the Statue of Liberty and destroy Jersey City’s 
coastline.  NJ Transit doesn’t have the infrastructure to handle such large groups of people and this would congest the LSP light rail stop which is an essential point of transfer for many commuters.  Without Liberty State Park this 
reduces the public parks in Jersey City suitable for large gatherings to just Lincoln Park which is less accessible to those in Downtown JC and what will remain of Liberty State Park is a stadium that is empty the majority of the year.

781

TRASH!  One of my biggest concerns is that all of this development to bring more people, and concessions, into the park will also bring more trash into the park.  The trash is not really being dealt with now.  I participate in cleanups 
whenever I can at the park, and my friends and I usually do several cleanups a year at Caven Point…including tires.  So you may build beautiful new spaces, but you need a plan to clean/maintain these spaces going forward.
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Very concerned for the parking situation for the marina. Seeing the plans for athletics to take over the parking lot, this is going to inconvenience many people 
who regularly use the marina for fishing purposes and for living. Also, putting the athletic fields close to the marina is going to generate a large amount of traffic if not done correctly. Fishing and going out of the marina is very important to 
the fishing community. Taking away the parking will give a bad experience for people wanting to use the marina, ultimately forcing people to go somewhere else. I want to use this marina in the future and for my children. However, if the 
parking situation is done incorrectly, it is going to inconvenience many people and ultimately drive them out of using this marina. Which is beautiful and an amazing place for the sport of fishing.

783

I am an early-career ecologist born and raised in Hudson County. I also worked at Liberty State Park for a year as a naturalist. I understand that public participation is being solicited, but I am shocked by the calls for "closed door 
sessions," the plans not being reviewed thoroughly before this meeting, there not being time for task force members to review the public feedback, and the ambiguity of the "LSP Task Force". I have a number of comments, all calling for 
more science and transparency in the design process.
1) Who assembled the task force, and how are you ensuring that this task force is representative of Jersey City and Hudson County stakeholders? Giving the public one comment per session while we listen to task force members 
sucking the air out of the room is amplifying-- not balancing--power imbalances.
2) I appreciate the commissioner's persistence in trying to consult the public/task force for driving the Revitalization Plan in terms of assessing needs. I think there needs to be a more strategic, systematic approach for assessing 
community needs, though. Just because someone on the task force or of the public has an interest in Jersey City, does not mean they represent the community's interests (who wouldn't have an interest in one of the greatest parks in 
one of the greatest cities?). I think conducting social science and geographic research would help minimize biases and those taking advantage of their positions of power/influence to make this Plan into something profitable for 
themselves. Such studies are done by NYC Parks, e.g. their Social Assessment Surveys, where parks staff interview park users, record where they are in the park, some demographic info (residence etc), and inquire about green space 
meaning and their needs. This allows the natural resource scientists to track park density and use based on features (e.g. how dense ballfields are vs. bike paths). By analyzing existing use and collecting real data from those who USE 
the park, you are broadening your stakeholder population and getting a more accurate picture (though this needs to be done across the year).
3) I also think there needs to be a greater geographic scope of assessing needs to identify the uses of existing neighborhood parks & ballfields to track where exactly in the city there is the greatest need. Turning LSP into the "one size fits 
all" for active recreation ignores the fact that this is an unlimited resource. Certain teams/orgs/folks will use the active spaces more than others. There needs to be a more concerted collaboration between the youth sports organizations 
to ensure this space meets the needs of those who need it, rather than one spokesperson claiming that building more ballfields will solve inequities across the city....
4) There needs to be more transparency about the consultants taking our feedback into their designs and transparency in general about why the designers picked what they did & what studies they're conducting to ensure LSP is fit for 
their designs. 
5) I would like to see hydrological mapping and climate change scenarios research done for the park before revitalizing it to establish baselines and identify vulnerabilities. The freshwater marsh in the back of the Nature Center was 
inundated by Hurricane Sandy and became a brackish pond-- meaning the restoration was a failure. How will you ensure that the positioning and capacity of the "nature based solutions" will be enough to meet our needs in the face of 
climate change? I hear there is reluctance to accommodate gray design (retention basins) and the response that we have "so much nature based solutions" we don't need retention basins, but look at NYC and remember Sandy? What 
data are we making these judgments from? 

783 cont'd

6) Also, I don't see hydrology mentioned at all. When altering the topography and terrain with amphitheatres, etc, how are you sure this will not negatively lead to stormwater runoff or unanticipated flooding of park areas? Are there other 
green infrastructure elements you are considering? Why not permeable pavement and permeable basketball courts? etc. Make a space multifunctional.                                                                                                                                        7) I would like to 
see habitat quality and biodiversity studies informed by projected increases of use, density, and traffic.
8) How are you going to ensure the restoration projects are maintained? So many restoration projects are started, but do not receive funding to ensure they are successful. The park staff is microscopic and underpaid, yet this is the 
highest revenue-generating park. How are you ensuring the longevity and sustainability of this work from an organizational stand point?

784  just keep liberty state park a park stop trying to change it up…

785

It's imperative that the new design of Liberty State Park prioritizes serious coastal tidal wetland creation and restoration, while effectively addressing climate change, enhancing resiliency, and protecting critical habitats in this prime 
location of Jersey City. Due to decades of urbanization, pollution, and habitat degradation, these wetlands have been severely impacted, jeopardizing their ability to function effectively as natural buffers against climate change and sea-
level rise. Moreover, the loss of these wetlands has resulted in the decline of essential wildlife populations and compromised the overall health of our coastal ecosystems. By incorporating citizen science and engaging Jersey City 
schools, we can transform this future restored habitat into an invaluable outdoor classroom, fostering environmental education and instilling a sense of stewardship among our youth.
This project presents a unique opportunity to showcase smart design principles in a flagship state park, demonstrating how sustainable practices can harmonize with nature while meeting the needs of our community. Implementing 
third-party sustainable rating systems (i.e., Envision, WEDG, LEED) throughout the design and construction processes will ensure that the highest standards of environmental responsibility are upheld, setting a precedent for future 
development projects.
Let's seize this moment to create a vibrant, resilient, and sustainable Liberty State Park that not only enriches the lives of residents and visitors but also serves as a beacon of environmental leadership for years to come.
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786

I, as well as my friends and neighbors are disappointed and concerned about Paul Fireman and Bob Hurley’s repeated attempts to put a “sports and entertainment complex” and “5000 seat football stadium and 7000 seat commercial 
concert venue in the park” as quoted in the Jersey Journal, and the JC Times reported that Hurley now wants to increase active recreation from 60 to 85 acres.
Liberty State Park is one of the reasons I moved to Jersey City. It’s so nice there, very nice to see families picnicking in the grass, walking the length of the park. I can’t imagine how awful a huge ugly sports stadium would blot out the sky, 
like a huge eyesore. Or the parking mess it would create. 
State parks are parks not sports arenas. It’s beauty lies in its abundance of nature, bird watching is so much fun. I go there to recharge. I go there to relax. I love that migratory birds stop there on their way. I’ve seen red wing blackbirds, 
herons, egrets, ducks, cardinals, chickadee’s etc… Let’s keep Liberty State Park a safe habitat for them. With all the building going on and loss of green space, keeping Liberty State Park as a natural state park is absolutely necessary. 
Let’s keep our State Park as a state wildlife park, not a sports and entertainment complex. Seriously no one I know or meet wants this to happen.

787

Liberty State Park should be an open and free park with plenty of green space. I and many others are completely opposed to the selfish interest of Paul Fireman and his organization to destroy this green space in order to further line his 
already overflowing pockets. Please reject this man and his continuous delays and sabotage.

788

County parks are being filled with sports fields of artificial turf. Please consider not using these for Liberty State Park. As these artificial fields are flammable they spend much of the time locked up and inaccessible. No one can use them 
informally.There are no pick up games. There is zero use for the general public. This is highly inappropriate for a State park..
More importantly, artificial turf has many unacceptable and known environmental problems. These are a few from several articles on the subject(I apologize as I am not sure how to include the links):
Artificial turf lasts for eight to 10 years, after which it is typically disposed of in a landfill
Artificial turf does not eliminate the need for water; in some cases, it is irrigated with water in order to temporarily bring down high surface temperatures. 
Maintenance can include treatment with antimicrobials, as well as periodic addition of infill to replace the infill that migrates off the field into the environment.On top of the chemical makeup of artificial turf, it is also impermeable 
(unlike natural grass). It requires harsh chemicals for cleaning sweat, mucus, spit, blood, bird droppings, etc., that remain on the surface.
 A recent article in Architectural Digest notes that artificial turf’s plastic material “traps heat during the day and holds it through the night, meaning runoff water will leave turf hotter than it would natural grass” - which can have negative 
effects on aquatic ecology. 
In sunny, warm weather, artificial turf can become much hotter than natural grass, raising concerns of heat-related illness and skin burns for athletes playing on the fields.
While natural grass absorbs carbon dioxide and releases oxygen, artificial turf does the opposite by releasing CO2, methane, and a variety of chemicals. Chemical analysis of artificial turf conducted at Yale University found 96 
chemicals, 20 percent of them probable carcinogens. In addition, artificial turf contains highly toxic PFAS or “forever chemicals” linked to lower childhood immunity, endocrine disruption and cancer. Children are especially vulnerable 
to inhalation, ingestion and dermal absorption, as they are lower to the ground and breathe more quickly.

788 cont'd

After years of blowback from parents and environmentalists, some companies are now advertising artificial turf made with “natural infill.” But beware of these greenwashing tactics! These so-called “natural/organic” infills are typically 
made from silica sand coated with acrylic polymers. These pellets can easily break down into hazardous silica dust – a lung hazard recognized by the EPA as a carcinogen. This is also combined with the breaking down of the acrylic 
polymer coating into plastic dust and micro-debris. Some “natural” infills are made from cork and coconut, which can easily flake and blow away, leaving a dangerously hard playing surface.
On top of that, no matter how “natural” the infill may be, the plastic green blades that act as “grass” remain a serious environmental and health concern.
As the DEP you are obligated to not further pollute our environment, especially  in a park of all things. And we count on you to also ensure anything that encompasses so many acres that is sited in a state park is usable by the public, not 
just Jersey City and Hudson County schools and organized teams.

789

This is a State Park. There are very few marinas or boating areas in Northern NJ. If you ruin the parking, handicapped users would have hardships, if there is an emergency at the marina how can EMS reach them,? If boaters leave and the 
marina goes bankrupt NJ loses lease money. Parking is also needed for the many boat trips that are sold to hundreds and hundreds of New jerseyans in the spring and summer months, people who go kayak rides jet ski rides hot tub rides 
etc

790

At the risk of stating the obvious, LSP is a floodplain. Much of LSP was underwater during Sandy, and with climate change, the flooding will only get more severe and more frequent. Any plans for LSP need to accept this truth, and make  
resilience the priority. Passive recreation is inherently resilient, athletic facilities less so, stadiums, parking lots, etc. are most certainly not. Let’s not turn this revitalization plan into a financial & ecological boondoggle. Thanks

791 Tennis courts or mild recreation additions sound amazing. The huge sport stadium sounds terrible. Takes up way too much space. We come here to relax not hear screaming and whistles blowing
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792

I think the current plan goes beyond what it needs to do to accommodate so many interests.   A park in the dense urban environment (and only getting more dense) that is Jersey City should prioritize opportunities to enjoy nature and 
remediate environmental issues, such as our disappearing tree canopy, flooding issues, and disappearing wildlife habitats. We don't need more impermeable surfaces (buildings and parking lots). Also it's a completely cynical argument 
to say the local community needs more facilities and to propose a private sports and entertainment complex that charges admission fees and will not program to local interests. (Additionally, recreation facilities are fine but not really 
the domain of a state park.) Anyone who says the park has 'nothing to do' I feel has never been to a park before. I approve of the concessions and vision of NJDEP's plan and hope it can continue to move forward.

793 I oppose the proposed football stadium and commercial concert venue to replace the DEP's plan of nature habitats, open spaces and paths.  I support a Central Park type path with as much opportunity as possible to enjoy nature.

794

I strongly oppose plans to construct a 5000-seat football stadium and 7000-seat concert venue within Liberty State Park (LSP).  Such development would jeopardize ongoing restoration efforts focused on creating a unique urban nature 
sanctuary. As the only park of its kind accessible to residents of northern New Jersey counties along the Hudson River, LSP offers a vital connection to the natural world. 
These proposed developments would cause devastating harm to the park: 
1) Disruption of Wildlife:  Increased traffic and noise pollution would severely impact bird populations, including critical migratory routes, and other resident wildlife. 
2) Loss of Public Access:   The influx of traffic and crowds will deter the very residents LSP is meant to serve. Those seeking tranquility and nature immersion will be driven away. 
3) Missed Opportunities:  The county has countless alternative locations, such as repurposed warehouses, that would allow these venues to thrive without compromising LSP's ecological integrity. 
Preserving LSP means preserving a rare and precious resource for both nature and our community. I urge decision-makers to choose a location that allows for development and safeguards this irreplaceable park.

795

The "coaches" and "recreation representatives" for the children on the south side of Jersey City must not remember that there is an existing sports complex in the south side already for the kids in that area  - CAVEN POINT.  There has 
been a sports facility there for decades with room to grow!  
Has no one recommended that an existing sports facility area be enhanced to better fit/suit their needs??  Who are these people really representing?  If they were so interested in the children of this area in Jersey City, why haven't they 
advocated to have an existing sports complex area build up for their needs?  It's already there, why start from scratch?   
I grew up in Jersey City.  My mother was born and raised here.  Why are you entertaining plans that will destroy this unique and vital open space area just to please a fraction of the population who want to turn Liberty State Park into a 
giant amusement park?  The city is allowing massive building complexes all over Jersey City.  Why isn't there a requirement to include recreation space in those plans for people who have lived in these neighbor hoods all their lives?  
Where is the city and state here?  Why is the burden of all city recreation being dumped in Liberty State Park? 
Why should people have to fight for clean, quiet and passive recreation space?  Keep outside interests out of our park.

796

I vehemently oppose the PPF proposal. We do not need a 5,000 seat football stadium, 7,000 seat waterfront amphitheater, nor toxic turf fields in Liberty State Park. We should not be turning over public lands for private use! Once that 
happens, the private investor gets priority. We in Jersey City will be left out. I support Commissioner LaTourette plan which provides plenty of recreational facilities for the local youth and doesn’t turn into a give away to a billionaire.

797 The current task force plans are very well balanced.  Further privatization will only serve to rob Jerseyans of the little open public space that they share.  It is the responsibility of Jersey City to develop and fund their own athletic facilities.

798

I actually thought the presentation sounded pretty harmless but upon looking at the renderings following the meeting, I truly think this is way too much. It was truly shocking HOW MUCH THIS WILL IMPACT THE OVERALL CALM THIS 
SPECIAL PARK PROVIDES. 
Jersey city is unique in its habitat because of THIS particular park. The park provides a sanctuary away from the high energy of the city. The wildlife and quiet nooks provide an oasis and a place to escape to. I am all for creating spaces for 
children to play but as a business owner and resident in this city for over 10 years, I truly believe developing THIS PARTICULAR PLAN WILL CREATE STRESS IN OUR ECO SYSTEM AS JERSEY CITY RESIDENTS. 
THE AMOUNT OF SPACE PROPOSED WILL COMPROMISE THE INTEGRITY OF THE PARK. If there was enough natural preserved space left over I would be on board but this will be a complete takeover and will be an eyesore to this 
beautiful escape. 
Thank you for your consideration of my comments. 
This park has been my ‘church, therapy and staycation’ for well over a decade. Please don’t take that charm away from us.

799

I heard most of the presentation today and lots of good ideas and comments as well. One idea was to knock out something right away which I think is a great idea.  It gives the project momentum and shows the public good faith in kicking 
things along (and perhaps saving the site from takeover).  I appreciate the consideration of all types of activities, kayaking included.  One concern I have is that convenient parking must be carefully considered and I don't believe I saw 
that on the designs.  I understand the permeability issues with pavement but that could also work in our favor in covering up some of the required environmental remediation areas. I also thought that being able to provide some revenue 
stream might be great to support the maintenance of fields, tracks etc. but minimally.  
Backing the NJDEP to the fullest and looking forward to further developments! -Thanks
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800

Using data to understand the sports facility deficit seems like a great way to approach the topic. 
Was also very open to the idea of adaptable active recreation using innovative, "2024" solutions as suggested by one of the task force members. There is an opportunity to turn key areas of the park into beacons of innovation and cutting-
edge solutions (with respect to budget), which would go hand-in-hand with nearby Liberty Science Center and SciTech Scity plans.

801

Have attended all DEP meetings to date, including online today. Overall I approve of plans set forth by the DEP…   YET vehemently oppose the large sports venues proposed by Mr. Fireman’s “people’s park” contingent.   
That said as a LLM Marina tenant was totally disheartened by the minimal changes proposed in alternatives 1, 2 & 3 and minimal discussion on the marina overall.  
Unfortunately your video cut out for the fourth alternative presentation but a friend was able to send it to me.  Thankfully that returned the parking to the mix, but still cannot understand why, that area of the lawn should be used for 
SUCH a density of “small ball” sports without addressing public parking, pathways & other facilities nearby.  
The vehicle lot for the marina needs to be reserved for its use and preferably fenced from that lawn area. If current lawn area is to be changed for general public their needs need to be met as well, yet I do not see that in any of the revised 
proposals.  
ADDITIONALLY… regarding comments that were made by Sam Pesin during the session, please be advised that the cherry trees along the marina pathway were NOT planted by AT&T but rather Liberty Yacht Club, of which I am a 
member.

802

I believe liberty state park should stay an open green space for the public to enjoy. It’s one of the only open green spaces that the residents of Jersey city can enjoy year round, giving a space to unwind and appreciate the last bit of 
agriculture space we have left here.

803

Please ensure that athletic fields, if any, are open to the public. They must not be dedicated to specific athletic leagues. LSP is a state park not a municipal park. LSP should not assume the responsibility of fulfilling all the athletic needs 
of Jersey City.

804

The Notth End: This is the commercial part of the park and you should explore similar opportunities since the infrastructure for those types of uses are already in place.
Audrey Zapp Drive is one of the highlights of the park with the magnificent procession towards the city and the mesmerizing view.
The Hudson River Walkway, on the edge of the Morris Canal is part of a larger treasured NJ network. Please explore widening this walkway and making it an elegant promenade that also focuses on the city skylines across the waters.
Parking is dynamic (sometimes lots are full, sometimes empty), To best situate parking, assess the needs of all
Park elements, existing and proposed, and have a credible professional perform a Shared Parking Study to determine the best way to reuse some existing Parkin, add new parking, and how much should be remote. 
The concept plans show sports fields shoe-horned in on the north side. What’s missing is all
Of the additional
Land need around those fields to support spectators, athletes in preparation, concessions, safety arrest, and emergency access. When you later in what it takes to not only layout a playing field, but what land is need to support the safe 
and effective operation of such an ambitious sports center, you will have to conclude that in total, that use doesn’t fit at all in the narrow strip of land on the north side. Option 4, showing courts, for sports like basketball and tennis and 
pickleball is the only option that looks like it has a realistic chance of fitting.
Appreciate your effort, a little disappointed that the positive impact of the marina weren’t part of todays discussion. The boating community there is as diverse as the surrounding community and many are active users of the park.

805

Central Park should be used as a model for LSP as it offers a good balance between active and passive recreation as well as canopy. It also serves as a global tourist destination and NOT just a place for residents of Manhattan. 
I feel that the Hurley faction of the advisory board is treating this as an extension of JC parks and recreation. They should be demanding that JC address their concerns and  keep the focus on LSP as a STATE Park serving all of NJ as well 
as visitors to NJ.
No permanent sports stadium or concert venues!

806

Lot of talk about recreational needs of Jersey City youth. There should be a formal needs assignment of the youth recreational needs in JC. This would include an inventory of all public and private recreational spaces, their condition, i.e. 
functional, need of repair, who uses it, when in use, and any other criteria that would be relevant to establishing what the deficit is, if any. The future of LSP cannot be determined based on anecdotes from former athletes and coaches. 
This inventory can be done by Rutgers such as the Bloustein School of Planning.
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807

As a senior I agree that Liberty State Park requires more shade and shelter from the sun.
It is vey difficult to walk there during the summer afternoons.
I suggest planting more trees which could partially solve this issue.
I also think that parking in all areas should be free and accessible to all in the Park.
The Park should retain its' natural beauty and peacefulness as you plan to develop and add recreation and sports space.
There needs to be a balance of  'quiet' space with 'active' space.
We need to  respect and maintain the greatest asset of the park which is  its' sanctuary spirit.
The potential is great for upgrading the park but keep in mind that park space should also be dedicated to honor our need for seeking peace within nature.
My concern is that the park will become very crowded and noisy and we don't want that to happen.
So let's try to think of ways to balance the 'quiet' with the 'more active' space.
Let's keep all the space in the park 'safe'.
There are areas by the behind the nature center where I do not walk because the bushes there are very high and I cannot see much in front of me. - Thank you.

808

Phase 1A and 1B look really fantastic however in no way whatsoever should we allow a private interest like Fireman to build a private sports facility. That will ruin our park entirely. 
The park needs to remain open and lush and full of free recreational areas for the public. The plans in 1A and 1B support this vision and will provide the neighborhood with improvements to our existing space.
However, allowing a private facility like Fireman proposes to become reality goes against the spirit of a public park. It would completely destroy the community aspect of a park that serves Jersey City.
Please do not let this happen

809

Liberty State Park is a successful space where people come to see, hear, touch, and generally experience all aspects of nature at their leisure.  Any additional athletic and entertainment facilities should only be considered for OUTSIDE 
LSP limits.  LSP’s purpose has already been defined!  It is the ONLY FREE OPEN AND GREEN SPACE in Jersey City!  It was created for that purpose!  LSP’s precious GREEN OPEN SPACE is its distinction.  It is a gift we have given our 
citizens and children.  More important than carving up LSP for ball fields, concert venues and other such stadium like facilities, OPEN GREEN SPACE, and the freedoms it engenders, is the most VITAL offering we must continue to 
maintain!  Constructing in LSP in order to make use of its resources is destroying its resources!  Peace of mind, growth of spirit, creativity, works produced by human creative skill and imagination, and health….   You don’t know what will 
be lost or destroyed on both physical and individual levels by filling in the green space with STUFF others are now deeming important and necessary!  
I also ask WHY MUST A STATE PARK take over the City's responsibility to provide/develop athletic and other entertainment facilities for its community.  DEFICITS??? 
 Why doesn't private wealthy influencer (Paul Fireman and his paid non-profit group) extend his own funds to develop what he is promoting and deeming imperative to the community?!

810

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. A few questions came up for me.
Has a study been done to actually assess the need for recreational space and athletics?  I would suggest actually doing a study to determine the need for athletics before spending billions to implement these fields. There is a football 
field "Saint Peter's Prep James F. Keenan, S.J. Field" next to the park. Was this considered? 
There is another full size football field in Washington Park that was built less than ten years ago and is not well utilized just to name a few. Washington Park is a County park and the football field may not be considered as a field that is 
available for use by JC students. I would look into this to see if the fields in County parks are accessible to all students in the County. They should be but that needs to be explored. 
We also have an ice skate rink and skating rink in Pershing Field that needs to be repaired. We also have several city parks that are filled with ball parks that are locked and not accessible to the public. 
Additional recommendations: 
1.) Incorporate public transportation into the park and more accessibility. Make the park by design as much as possible less reliant to cars. Pedestrian oriented.
2.) I support the use of all fields that are built out for stormwater management. It is needed and will also assist with addressing stormwater issues. 
3.) Support the nature based amphitheater 
4.) I also support understanding the existing uses of the park and expanding and facilitating the existing. 
5.) Keep as much of the existing plantings and trees and plant more trees and new gardens.  Are there any plans for new plantings, trees, art and nature installations? 
I support the proposed Phase 1 project. Using nature-based solutions to address flooding issues. We need nature based solutions to flooding. This project is a solution to flooding. I am not supportive of the additional athletics with out a 
study that shows the need based on the number of JC students who play these sports and the existing athletic fields. 
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810 cont'd

Phase 2
I agree with as much open space and multi-use as possible, especially given that we have several football fields in the City and surrounding areas. 
I do not support locked facilities that privatize the park and limit the use for everyone. 
The needs of the community are not limited to athletics. Jersey City has a recreation department and many opportunities and facilities for sports. This does not mean that there isn't a need but that need can be quantified and decisions 
should be based on data that includes existing facilities in City and County parks, schools and recreation areas. 
For the Jersey City community that I am a part of, one of the things that we lack is open green spaces. I personally utilize Liberty State Park as a refuge from the built environment that surrounds us. 
There is a massive need for open green space within an extremely built out city. Children in Jersey City need access to nature, open space to play safely, to fly kites, learn how to ride a bike in a space without cars. Areas that are free from 
development while our city continues to get built out. 
My biggest priority is actually maintaining as much open green space as possible, given the environmental and community benefits. 
I would also suggest making the park more accessible for public transportation and to design the park to be public transit and pedestrian oriented and less car oriented given the environmental benefits of encouraging public 
transportation. 
There is a lot of talk about bringing additional amenities for the park, like restaurants and food vendors. I would also encourage a study to ensure the economic viability of having additional year-round restaurants. And also suggest a way 
to encourage people who visit the park to also visit near by areas of Jersey City and for the for the economic benefits to spill over into Jersey City rather than be contained in the park. 
The amphitheater options without bandshell that would obscure the view looks good. Would need to consider accessibility. I would also encourage art installations to go along with the bandshell and other ways to engage with the 
natural environment. Gardens would be another way to utilize the park and the natural environment.

811

On behalf of Girl Scout Troop 12912, we'd like to support prioritizing (1)protecting and preserving natural habitats for both the wildlife, scientific exploration and mental health of our youth; (2) public and free spaces for activities that are 
accessible to and benefit all, especially local Jersey City citizens (3) educating and enabling eco-friendly practices; (4) ensuring a safe and clean space for both people and wildlife; and (5) saving wetlands that are proven as critical for 
preventing flooding.  More specifically, NO expansion of golf course; NO stadium, NO damage to essential Caven Point beach area; NO concert venue. NO damaging essential wetlands.

812

Overall, I'm excited about the revitalization of Liberty State Park. The plans seem like a good mix of passive and active recreation.
I understand some need for athletics, but we should be mindful of what an influx of people will do to the area. We need to be aware of traffic and parking. 
We should continue to focus on nature and ways to incorporate activities into the park that keep it a green space. Canopy improvement is essential. 
Also, driving/walking in the surrounding area is already a disaster. We need to work with Jersey City on traffic violation enforcement and pedestrian safety, especially as this park becomes more of a destination. 
I support an admission-free park like Central Park that won't cause traffic jams and remains a park for the people. Please do not let Paul Fireman and his funded group take over the plans for his wants.

813

Understood that it is important to address the needs of the community in terms of athletics, etc., and that the DEP has changed the rules / mission to allow for this at Liberty State Park.  However, I feel that the DEP still has a 
responsibility to stay true to your mission... 
This is from the State Park Service Code:
7:2-2.2 Designation of land use
"The State Park Service shall designate or direct any and all recreational or other use on its
lands and waters and within its facilities to such specific areas or locations within or upon said land,
waters, and facilities as will be in the best interest of conservation, recreation, preservation and
management of the natural and historic resources and the health, safety, and welfare of all persons
concerned."
Please don't lose sight of your mission.

814

I have lived in JC for 7 years. I am a homeowner and a taxpayer with two kids in the public school system. I wish for LSP to remain as natural and undeveloped as possible. This is one of the only opportunities for them to access open 
space without a significant drive, which is not a reality for most local families. We value the green space, the unobstructed views, the wildlife, the nature trails, and Caven Point. It would be a shame to wipe out such a rare and valued 
public space with more concrete and noise. I truly believe that is not what those who live and work in this community want.

815

The mixed use plans along Audrey Zapp  Drive and the Southern Athletics Hub could be a benefit to the youth of a growing Jersey City. Of equal importance is the protection of Caven Point as wild as it is, and the promotion of a healthy 
wetland in the Restoration Project Area. Such a wetland would reduce flooding and provide habitat for local and migratory birds. Well maintained trails through the Restoration Project Area would be a resource for nature lovers, bird 
watchers and school children throughout Hudson County. No golf courses or stadiums or concert venues are needed or welcome. Thank you

816 I fully support an open and free park. A park should not have a 6k or 7k seat facility.
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817

Will there be a redevelopment of the transportation corridors surrounding the park to improve ingress and egress by multiple modes?
Will this finally put to an end the uncertainty of the retention of Caven Pt as a wildlife sanctuary?

818 Keep space available for Jersey City residents to enjoy the park for free.

819

I don't understand how there is space for athletic fields between Audrey Zapp Drive and the Marina.  How is that possible?  Will the Marina be filled?  Are you going to move Audrey Zapp drive into the Grove of Remembrance (the living 
memorial to the victims of 911... remember?), which is on the other side of Audrey Zapp Drive and meant to be a quiet and serene place of reflection?  Where is the respect for this living memorial?  No one is even mentioning it.  Has this 
been accounted for, or even remembered?  These are memorial trees.  Have the 20 years of effort in planting and cultivating this Grove, funded by the US Forest Service, been forgotten?  Does no one in leadership at DEP care about this?
If the southern part of the park is meant to be the "athletics hub", why force these fields into this space?

820

The park should be fashioned with Central Park as it's  model with significant passive use along with dedicated uncrowded active use. Reasonable parking close to active use takes into consideration the necessary auto means by which 
many will use to come and enjoy. Electric charging stations, and bike storage should be considered here as well. 
It must also be stated that any active use/community centers in this state park will be available to the larger NJ population as well and not just for Jersey City/Hudson County local residents. Therefore LSP plans should not allow Jersey 
City municipal government to abdicate responsibility for providing additional active/passive recreational facilities within Jersey City for its residents.

821

50 acres = 37 football fields or other athletic fields (1.3 acres per field) /8 JC high schools= 4.5 per high school 
If you create fixed facilities for these fields you negate multipurpose usage. The commission should spend time on summer weekends in the park to observe current usage. The same open field is used for a multitude of purposes if it is 
left open. When it is built into special purpose it is no longer available for alternate uses. Liberty State park is already the most visited state park in New Jersey. Current uses should be given priority over innovation and local athletic 
desires. Jersey City athletic fields should be located within walkable distances from each JC neighborhood. There are brown fields in each ward that should be utilized. Open space in this park and its iconic views are the biggest reason it 
is currently the most visited in the state. Those views and the open space are damaged by creating fixed facilities for athletics.

822

LSP is a park that is for passive/active recreations in a holistic way and for use by the public, not for any one individual dominating this public land (ie. private golf course, etc.). Active recreation should not dominate the park or come at 
the expense of the passive elements, but shared in a way with room for both.  There should absolutely be no privatization of any kind.  There should be no concert venues, stands or amphitheaters built into the park.  There should never 
be any idea of putting a casino in thsi park at all.  These types of events/buildings will generate noise polution, create issues with parking, trash and thousands of people coming in disturbing and ruining the neighborhood and the park. 
This park needs to be accessible to seniors/physically challenged as well as others.  Public transportation needs to be expanded as presently you must walk a long way to get to the park after getting off of the light rail or use a car which 
many people do not own which has prevented me from visiting the park. This park should remain and needs to be what it is, a park that can be enjoyed by all with benches, picnic areas, passive and active recreation which can be 
enjoyed by residents and visitors alike but not turned into a commerical venue such as the Meadowlands with all of the issues this brings or privatized for individual or luxury use only..

823

I was encouraged by the comments today by the Commissioner and many others in support of open space that addresses the needs of the diverse population of the park users and of the greater community. My father fought to give New 
Jersey it's rightful place next to national icons and as a result, it is among the most visited state parks in the country.  Please don't allow anything that takes away the natural elements such as Caven Point and the critical support for 
wildlife and FREE open space for the urban residents who crave it. If a developer (who cares for money only and not people) proposed a commercial stadium for thousands in Central Park, they'd be run out of NYC. Please prioritize the 
comments of the vast majority who treasure LSP for recreation, culture, history, and nature.

824

I’m a neighbor of Liberty State Park and have been riding my bike, walking, picnicking, hanging out in LSP since 1990. I’ve always loved the park and am looking forward to the improvements being planned by NJDEP, Army Corps Of 
Engineers and other professional designers. The idea of turning the park into a commercial sports and event venue is absolutely awful. Please keep large scale commercial businesses out of the park. Fireman and Co should get a good 
real estate agent and go buy land outside the state park. Leave LSP to the public, free and open. Please let the professional engineers, planners and designers do their work with constructive ideas from Jersey City residents and other 
parties interested in public, not privately owned, space.

825

The DEP plan is a great mix of active and passive use that provides plenty of local athletic opportunities while fulfilling the promise of open space and greenery this region increasingly needs. The large active-use complexes promoted by 
the People's Park Foundation will serve no one but sports & entertainment professionals, semiprofessionals and their audiences, sitting unused between events, taking valuable open space from the public. 
Just as importantly, please de-prioritize auto access and accommodate more efficient transportation into and throughout the park. This land lies in one of the world's most urbanized environments, where the vast majority of people 
travel by foot or transit. Dedicating space to parking and moving private cars seems inequitable here. Auto infrastructure is hostile to every use but driving, and this park should be an escape from that.
Thank you for the opportunity to contribute our thoughts on this space that generations will use and enjoy. It's important that we get it right.

826

In all respects of operations and facilities, they need to be  demonstrations of best practices showcasing sustainable practices that we wish to see in private sector development. Things such as Leed certification of structures, green 
energy sources, gray water systems, pervious surfaces, recycling, etc…
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827

Please keep all of the park open and free to the public.  I live in the Jersey City Heights and visit LSP frequently. The only people in Jersey City that want part of the park privatized are people and groups paid by Fireman and his funded 
organizations.  The residents of Jersey City insist that the park remains free and open to the people.

828

Why are we going through this charade?   Because Mr. Fireman didn't get what he wanted?  You are allowing yourselves to sell your integrity by pretending to care and find out what the residents want.    Shame on you.    Leave the park 
alone.  Keep it in its natural state, don’t put in any commercial structures.   Yes, to passive recreation, but no to active sports complexes, water parks etc.   Let the children learn about nature.  Let what little wildlife we have left live.   Stop 
playing games.  We all know you are hired by Mr. Fireman and paid off by him to do his bidding.    The DEP had a nice passive plan supported by the Public.   The true heroes of the Park and People is Sam Pesin and all the volunteers and 
people on this Zoom Call.   Thank you to all the true volunteers and people who care and believe in doing the right thing.  They are not for sale.

829

Hi after listening to some task force people. I agree you can put everything into the park. But most importantly whatever paths you have they have to be designated people walking /motorized bikes. / bikes. They might have to be designed 
so E BIKES don’t run us over. As it is now it’s not so crowded and wide enough. But please make them wide.  Or separate. Maybe you can make some fields that can be interchangeable. I really liked ideas about the train area having 
markets and food and the train cars into a restaurant. That would be able to take people back to older days. Just keep the bigger buildings towards back not to get rid of view.  Keep the flat areas that are now the same.  Don’t change the 
good parts of bbq area. And boat launch is fine as is. Keep it a park. Trees areas. To breath and enjoy air the space. Don’t make buildings. And if you doo keep them green. And low height. With gardens on top. Be creative. I’m not on any 
task force. But I lived here all my life and love this park.  It’s crazy on July 4th. No one wants that crazy every day.  I really don’t see the necessity for all these ball fields and concert venues. It’s a park. Make it the most beautiful park in the 
state.   Keep it green. A nature reserve!  Progress doesn’t mean concrete!   Start simple see how it goes.  Thank you. And a small electric tram would be awesome.  Free is good. Ohhhh please just keep it a park.  Thank you I know this is a 
daunting task and I appreciate the care the environmental dept is taking.

830

I am strongly opposed to the proposal to place a Sports and Entertainment Complex with a 5000-seat football stadium and 7000-seat commercial concert venue in Liberty Park. I am distressed that developers want to place this in a 
public park; public parks should not be used to generate income for private businesses/investors.  The space should be used to meet the needs of residents and should have as minimal negative environmental impact as possible. More 
space for trees, fields, etc. are needed much more than a stadium. I also disagree with creating cement benches for the amphitheater. Making cement is bad for the environment and these benches are hard to repair as they break down,

831 Audio help

832

Most importantly, my Jersey City family wants to PROTECT wildlife, and keep LSP as natural and undeveloped as possible. We want it to be for the enjoyment of people as well, but not to be overdeveloped for commercial profit with 
overall quality of life degraded. We are absolutely OPPOSED to Fireman's and his surrogates' Sports and Entertainment plans for LSP. We wholeheartedly SUPPORT a Central Park type park.

833

Re: Proposed Privatization of Public Lands at Liberty State Park
I am the public access chairperson for both the Berkeley Strip Club (BSC) and the New Jersey Beach Buggy Association (NJBBA). We are two active groups of anglers from all over New Jerey and support the public’s right to access tidal 
waterways and their shores anywhere in NJ. We wholeheartedly agree with NJDEP when they say, “The Public Trust Doctrine is the principle that certain resources, in this case tidal waters and shorelines, are preserved for public use, 
and that the government is required to maintain them for the public's reasonable use.” (NJDEP website, Public Trust Doctrine Ensures Access). This right to access tidal waterways and their shores includes the Liberty State Park 
shoreline at the Hudson River.
Hudson County is the most densely populated county in New Jersey, and the sixth most densely populated county in the US. It has a population density of 15,961 people per square mile (2020 census). That makes Liberty State Park a 
recreational oasis for residents in the surrounding areas. While not as fully developed as New York’s Central Park, Liberty State Park is just as unique a greenspace. The views in the park include the NJ Turnpike to the west and an 
industrial park to the south but turn east and you are greeted with unparalleled views of the Hudson River, the New York Skyline, New York Harbor, and the Statue of Liberty. Where else in NJ do you have open public space with as 
spectacular a view as that?
The boundaries of Liberty State Park are finite and constrained by the development surrounding it. To take any portion of the park and privatize it is a desecration of the park. Public land taken for private use places that land off-limits to 
park users except for an elite few. That’s not why Liberty State Park was created. It was meant for everyone to enjoy.
Privatization will also block access to the shoreline of the Hudson River. That violates New Jersey’s long-standing commitment to the public trust. Access for the public not only includes visual access, but also requires both 
perpendicular access to the water’s edge and parallel access along the shoreline. Using that shoreline access allows the public to walk, fish, sit, or simply stand to enjoy the view. Building private marinas or venue space permanently 
eliminates public access.
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833 cont'd

Sports fields, passive recreation areas, picnic areas, and improved access for fishing should be what matters. Not privatization through development that would deny the public access.
It is also important to point out that the Hudson River is second only to Chesapeake Bay as a spawning ground for striped bass. Stripers are anadromous, meaning they live their adult life in saltwater but spawn in freshwater including the 
Hudson River as far north as Troy, NY. As those fish enter and exit the Hudson during the spring and fall runs, they swim along the New Jersey shore of the river and can be caught from the shore or piers extending into the river.
People fish not just for the chance to catch a striped bass, a true pelagic predator, but they catch stripers to feed their families. Any reduced fishing access, literally, takes food off people’s tables. The state needs to increase fishing 
access at Liberty State Park to better serve the needs of local residents.
Senator Scutari and Assemblyman Coughlin both represent areas with high population densities and highly industrialized areas along the Arthur Kill, portions of Raritan Bay and the Raritan River. Both Raritan Bay and the Raritan River 
are well known fisheries among anglers. I would think both the Senator and the Assemblyman would look to improve and expand access to tidal waterways in their respective districts instead of looking to take away access at Liberty 
State Park.

834

As an environmental advocate and nature lover, I support the DEP’s plans and strongly oppose the alternate plan touted by Bob Hurley. Liberty State a park should not become a massive entertainment complex. Active recreation has its 
value and is provided for in the DEP plan. But Liberty State Park is vital as a place where people of all ages and all income levels can engage in interactive recreation - walking, birding, nature hikes, picnicking, and more. I have personally 
led students on bird walks and nature hikes, and seen their interest blossom in ecology and conservation.  Not all young people play team sports. Not all who do play sports would even benefit from a stadium such as the one proposed 
by Bob Hurley and his ilk. Liberty State Park is vital for the hundreds of bird species (documented on eBird) and other wildlife who live in and travel through the park. But it is also vital for the humans who benefit from it and rely on it for 
their physical, mental, and emotional well-being.  

835

Thinking along with a massive botanical garden … think of it as an enchanted pathway where there are separate biking and walking trails … look at the Japanese gardens in San Francisco and the Brooklyn botanical for inspiration… I 
would make it so that there are little rest stops along the way … a small beer garden, a tea house, an ice cream shop.  There could be a skate ramp area… a few bocce courts… perhaps even a few more of those exercise stops like areas 
to do various things like pull ups etc.  and then there could be an ampetheater for various acts and music… a small museum … a kids area for discovering nature … a manned nature center.  Sculpture throughout.  However I would steer 
away from athletic fields that use massive swaths of space and only a small amount of people can use them at any time.
Oh and a big movie screen for movies in the park.  Think Central Park meets botanical gardens meets the Japanese tea garden.  Shakespeare in the park…. African dancing…. Orchestras… yoga in the park…LOADS OF BIKE PATHS… 
shade…. Kayak launch…

836

The marina, which docks 500 vessels and is used by thousands of owners and their guests, is a generator of income for the park. Without parking available to boat owners within close and walkable proximity to their slip, would cripple 
the marina and usefulness to dock there. Parking at our docks has been a main reason this marina is successful and has been available since the marina’s inception. Without this amenity, the marina and boat owners will be severely 
affected.

837

I don’t understand why we are talking about adding fields at liberty state park when as city dwellers we need more passive nature to experience not less. Also, we have existing fields like at Caven Point which can absolutely be re-
developed and made much better than they currently are. Why are we not discussing how to optimize the fields that we currently have rather than discussing how to cut up passive nature that should be respected and preserved. The 
only part of the planning I agree with is developing the train station as a hub that celebrates our cities history and uses it as venue for local arts and culture as was done with the Jersey City art fair last year.

838

Hello! Please provide dedicated pedestrian and protected bike lane access via the Bayview so residents of Greenville can walk / bike to the park more directly and without long detours. Pedestrians have been deprioritized by the 
turnpike extension; stop the turnpike widening and re-prioritize local residents. - Thank you.

839

The is no established public need for ball fields or courts in LSP over and above other those that exist in the municipal and county parks that exist closer to where local residents reside. 
If the state has funds to spend on building ballfields, why not build them in various locations in Hudson County which doesn't require and encourage driving through Jersey City and require additional loss of open space in LSP?

840

I strongly support LSP's primary purpose for open green space for unstructured active recreation, passive recreation and nature enjoyment. With as little pavement as possible to enable these wetlands to mitigate flooding and absorb 
water naturally. So that humans and all life can benefit for many generations to come. 
And encourage ways to get to the park by other means than cars. Public transportation, walking, biking.
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841

I’m writing to express my deep concern regarding the plan to develop artificial turf (a.k.a. plastic grass) athletic fields in Liberty State Park rather than using natural grass surfaces. The issues with plastic grass are numerous, despite the 
natural appearance of the plastic carpet.
Climate Change
Plastic grass is primarily produced from the fossil fuel ethane which is extracted from the earth via fracking. The fracking process itself releases methane and other greenhouse gases into the atmosphere and pollutes ground water and 
soil.
Plastic grass contributes to climate change by off-gassing carbon dioxide, methane, and other greenhouse gases in perpetuity once they are produced. Surfaces that are blanketed in plastic grass form heat islands by absorbing 
radiation from the sun and get as least as hot as asphalt with temperatures often exceeding 150 degrees Fahrenheit.
Simultaneously, these plastic surfaces replace a natural grass ecosystem which acts as a carbon sequestration system, pulling CO2 out of the atmosphere rather than adding greenhouse gases to the atmosphere. Natural grass 
surfaces also remain cool during hot weather compared to the blistering hot temperatures of plastic grass surfaces.
Health Implications
The plastic grass blades contain many toxic chemical additives including plasticizers, dyes, heavy metals, and Per and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS). These materials are known and suspected carcinogens, toxins, endocrine 
disrupting compounds and respiratory irritants.
The infill used to keep the blades of grass propped up is most commonly crumb rubber produced from used tires. The crumb rubber contains an even greater number of toxic substances including volatile organic compounds, polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbons, and heavy metals. The pungent smell coming off these fields on even a mild day is adequate proof that the local environment is being polluted with these toxic gases.
The immune systems of children and adolescents are not fully developed, making them more susceptible to negative health outcomes from exposures to these chemicals. Higher risk of dehydration and heat exhaustion from the 
excessive temperatures mentioned previously is an additional health concern.
It is well documented that there is an elevated risk of certain non-contact lower body injuries on artificial turf as well. This has been highlighted by several high-profile injuries in professional football in recent years.

841 cont'd

Environmental Contamination
Typical fields consist of tens of thousands of pounds of plastic carpet and hundreds of thousands of pounds of infill, usually crumb rubber made from used tires. These materials break down and thousands of pounds migrate into the 
local environment each year, contaminating soil and water with toxic chemicals and micro plastic pollution. The carpet and infill only last about 10 years and there are currently no recycling facilities to deal with these materials. 
Inevitably, they end up in landfills or are incinerated. Either destination leads to further climate, environmental, and health impacts.
This is just a sampling of the issues related to plastic grass and would seem to be in direct opposition to the NJDEP’s Green Acres mission of ‘preserving and enhancing NJ’s natural environment’.
Cost of Ownership
There is one final point that I think is highly relevant and that is one of cost. The total cost of ownership for plastic grass is typically two to three times higher than natural grass fields, even when considering the added cost of an athletic 
field manager and proper organic maintenance.
Natural grass athletic fields designed for sports activity and maintained organically by an experienced athletic field manager can offer safe, durable playing surfaces without the negative aspects of artificial turf highlighted above.  New 
Jersey cannot afford to sacrifice any more natural space to these toxic plastic fields. The Climate, Health, and Environmental impact are too significant to justify their proliferation.

842

Regarding athletic fields - 
Current proposal - 
The fields would be better in the CENTER vs the edge would be better because:
1. Ball sports are difficult in the WIND. That area on the water is very windy.
2. The current proposals do not have enough room for regulation fields.
3. The lights will be horrible from waterfront view (City / Brooklyn views etc). 
4. Interior placement seems like a more logical choice than prime waterfront placement.
5. Kids and boats/marinas don't mix well (hazard). Sufficient fencing would be needed.
6. Not enough parking on the side. - if parking is in the center area,  kids crossing a busy road will be dangerous.
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843

I'm one of the 90 people who are out in the lobby and literally nobody can hear anything. There is only a laptop speaker for this whole time terminal and the speakers inside. Don't know that they need to hold the mike very close to their 
masks to be heard in any way.
My got into the zoom so that I could hear on my phone and that worked a little bit but then I got cut off and when I try to get back in it says I am on hold and the host is waiting to let me in.
It's a shame because I am very interested in what is being said but I guess after we should work for 2 hours you're going to have to go wash the zoom for another 2 hours to hear what we said 27 year resident of Jersey City and on and my 
family and everyone I know are opposed to any commercial sports or music venues in this park.
These proposals are outrageous, as is the silence of many any government who need the money from the farmland other developers or at least they think they do.
Worse the community in the neighborhoods around Liberty State Park are being deceived.  As we watch high-rise towers rise all over the city and neighborhoods fall, it should be clear to those in this neighborhood that theirs will be next. 
You should all be working together for the public. Good b instead of being played against each other to nobody's benefit, except those who want to build these enormous for profit projects.
Ask fireman supporters when was the last time they went to an arena show or a sports stadium and paid the 75 to $100 entry and then $20 for a beer or $15 for a soda $10 for a hot dog?
When was the last time they did that and do they want to do that?  If the billionaire developers want these billion dollar projects why don't they spend their billions of dollars buying some land and putting them there.    The public is being 
divided to misinformation and we should all be working together to make liberty State Park the best that it can be.
And no matter what, the feedback and no matter what supposedly changes are agreed to at a meeting, firemen will always come back with the same requests... But asking more the Donald Trump's strategy and it's all people now 
anymore.
Thanks to those on the committee who have worked hard to understand and deal with very complicated issues.   That is sad that even your best intentions will not matter because in the end the underlying truth is that Fireman and the 
billionaires get what fireman and the billionaires want.
We will keep coming back even if we are shut out and can't hear or be heard.

844

Please do not allow commercialization of our park. Over-sized stadiums and commercial venues are counter-intuitive to any Open Space area or public park in an extremely congested and densely populated city.  A true Open Space for 
the people is sorely needed in a city that has numerous large-scale construction sites throughout the downtown and uptown areas.  Please do not allow outside interests to destroy this beautiful space along the river.  Please do not 
allow the only natural beach left in this area to be turned into a private putting green for the wealthiest who do not value our park.  Please do not allow our estuary and bird sanctuary to be destroyed by those who do not care about the 
people of Jersey City. 
The land scape of Jersey City is changing on a daily basis due to massive construction projects, both commercial and residential.  The city I grew up in is becoming unrecognizable.  Please don't do that to our park. The people who want 
to commercialize Liberty State Park are doing so for personal gain, not for the best interest for the people who actual live there!

845

It would be completely inappropriate to create an athletic facility in this area ( the north entrance). Jersey City has brown fields within neighborhoods nearby and if we are creating parking outside of the park, the fields themselves should 
be located in those areas outside the park as well. Liberty SP is the only state park in Hudson county and the only open space in this part of New Jersey. We don't need an athletic hub for specialized use and sacrifice this singular open 
space. Jersey City has the highest density of any city in New Jersey and the one use that can not be recreated as we grow is open space.   
 Like central park in NYC the small acreage dedicated to ball fields is isolated and a very small percentage of the park. They assume the participants and attendees will walk in and not considered to be used for large numbers of fans but 
small club use.

846

The park should stay a park, not turn into Paul Fireman's entertainment center. I support the present 1B plan and the objectives of Friends of Liberty 
State Park. The train shed's steel structure should be stabilized and repaired, the concrete removed and replaced with a lightweight alternative 
covering that will keep the general appearance, possibly lightweight air entrained cast concrete.  Any changes to the train shed area should not 
preclude the future addition or present retention of railroad tracks for streetcar, trolley, LRV or railroad access, because remote parking and rail 
access will solve the parking lot problem. Anything that might need a giant parking lot like a ball field / sport field should be in the western 
section of the park, away from the train shed and nature areas.

847

Has anyone considered creating something akin to the botanical gardens in Brooklyn … with ball fields truly its limited to about 20 players or less by design of the game structure.  If instead the area became a massive botanical garden it 
could be enjoyed by more.  One thing the park truly needs is more shade as well.  it seems athletic fields are quite limiting.

848

The park is a great resource to the entire community. Outdoor park time has a profound shift in the mental health and wellbeing of our people. The problem with sport complexes is the nature of fencing and restricted access. We see this 
with the locked and fenced ballfields around the city. It makes the land only usable by those willing to pay for and use for sports. Unlike these controlled sports areas, open unrestricted fields are for everyone. Anything that takes away 
the land from the general public would hurt our city,
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849

As a concerned citizen, I stand firmly against any corporate takeover of Liberty State Park, a vital green space that serves as the lungs of our city and a sanctuary for both people and wildlife amidst the urban sprawl. This park is not just 
land; it is a living, breathing space that offers respite, recreation, and education to thousands, fostering a strong sense of community and connection to our natural and national heritage. In an era where open spaces are increasingly 
under threat, the attempt by corporations to commodify this public asset for private gain is not only unacceptable but also a betrayal of the public trust and the democratic values that our community stands for.
Preserving Liberty State Park as an open space is essential, not just for the environmental benefits and the wildlife it supports, but as a statement of our collective commitment to ensuring that such treasured lands remain accessible to 
everyone, free from commercial exploitation. It stands as a beacon of hope and a reminder of the importance of preserving public spaces for the health, happiness, and heritage of future generations.
We need to maintain LSP as an open space.

850

The sports fields:
  The proposed map shows these fields right next to the bulkheads on the marina. This area floods regularly. If these are artificial turf fields that would be building impervious surfaces in a flood zone. With that being said, artificial turf has 
so many toxins, and should not be used next to any water body, as it leaches microplastics, and various chemicals into the environment. The Hudson is polluted enough already. In addition, artificial turf grass is costly and high 
maintenance. It has to be replaced every 7-8 years. Repeated exposure to salt water may make it deteriorate quicker. Please build these fields more inland, and use real turf grass, not artificial.

851

The current plan that the DEP is implementing is a good one and should not be meaningfully modified. It strikes a balance between nature, recreation, and community. Leaving a lot of area for green space and water will provide better 
defense against flooding, which will only become more important as climate change increases the occurrence of extreme precipitation. LSP should remain as accessible to the public as possible, and not be turned into a space where 
private entities can use it to make a profit.
Alternative plans, such as the addition of a golf course, stadium, and music venue, will take away green space and just add more asphalt, concrete, and traffic jams.

852

If someone would sit and observe people casually using the park, you would notice that many people borrow CITI bikes from outside the park to enjoy the park. There needs to be instead of more parking, more bike rental options. It's a 
changing world and younger people are not driving...They want infrastructure that allows people to not drive. Jersey City should look at how NYC has built its coastal parks... parking is not part of the consideration. We are not Asbury... 
we are more like the Brooklyn Bridge park. Don't make it a parking lot and sports complex.

853

1. Is the purpose of LSP to serve the needs of the residents of state of New Jersey or the residents of Jersey City? 
2. Has the task force considered whether the state funds being spent on Liberty State Park would be better spent on improving and expanding the city and county parks if it is concerned with the activities of the youth of Jersey City and of 
Hudson County? 
3. Has the task force considered the environmental consequences of expanded parking lots and increased traffic to LSP in addition to the noise and other pollution of construction, major landscaping and vehicles in and out of LSP? 
4. Do any taskforce members personally take advantage of LSP and personally know how the existing parking lots fill up during the Summer?

854

As President of the Hudson River Fishermen’s Assoc it’s important for the public to know that our organization spawned the Riverkeeper movement to clean up the nations rivers and we continue to Fight for the Hudson and public 
access to this natural resource for fishing and boating. We hope to see opportunities for those activities throughout LSP. A fishing pier or bump out along the walkway so anglers do not interfere with pedestrians. A clean up and 
enhanced access to the small boat kayak launch and at Caven Point . The HRFA supports FLSP vision for the park. Same for other groups I belong to NJBeach Buggy Assoc, Berkeley Striper Club, Jersey Coast Anglers Assoc and others

855

Since the day Liberty State Park opened, it's been a compelling and fascinating destination for people from all over the country and the world.  It's a precious resource to those of us who live in Hudson County, the most densely 
population location in the United States. 
Open space is desperately needed here, and the park is a valuable escape valve for people who are surrounded daily with closely-packed people, traffic, construction and noise, with little relief.  I support the improvements to the 
unused portions of the park, but it goes without saying that the least construction of intrusive elements including buildings and dedicated sports fields is the ideal.  Please do not make the park another public place that locks out the 
majority of folks who want to enjoy the open space, broad fields, sky and water that are available here and nowhere else in northern New Jersey. 
"Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free!" 
Ironically, that is who we have become and that is why we need a free and open Liberty State Park.

856

I am concerned about stormwater infiltration given the history of flooding during ever more frequent weather events that cause costly damage. Will the commercial entertainment venues (arena & stadium) have stormwater detention 
tanks and will it be necessary to build a wall to protect the venues as well? What will be the costs to do this and who will be responsible for storm management of the arena and stadium?Also how many acres of natural surfaces be 
removed in favor of asphalt and concrete surfaces that encourage flooding?

857

I’d like to have the 60 acres of LSP used for free active recreation facilities.  I strongly oppose Fireman's and his surrogates' Sports and Entertainment destruction assault on LSP to include large stadiums.  I support a Central Park type 
park.
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858

Let's allow the NJDEP to continue and to do the wonderful work they are doing, and what they have planned so carefully thus far. This is a State Park that should be open space for everyone to enjoy. People need to realize this and 
support it. 
More accessibility and some transportation to and from the park would be appreciated by seniors.

859

Are we really still forced to deal with this deeply underhanded propaganda doggedly aiming to get a lavishly funded, commercial development obsessed foot in the door? Paul Fireman is a clownish, shameless caricature of an oligarch 
who believes his money and power grant him the right to ignore any citizen-led determination for the best near and long term trajectory for this magical urban green resource that doesn't include his own obsessed, selfish vision of 
hijacking it with his enormous largesse. Allowing this pay-to-play circus and the crude, Orwellian "discourse" smearing flood MITIGATION design elements as a flood RISK is an insult to reason, a disgrace and a distraction from the 
important and challenging process of refining the overall project with community engagement and execution of the project with minimal disruption to the park. He epitomizes a spit shine on what we used to call the Soprano State, and 
now accept in its money drenched, well dressed, 21st century incarnation of what should be called what it is by all, CORRUPTIONS. It needs to be stopped. 

As for the redesign, much respect to the effort, the process, and with some inevitable misgivings in the fine details,  the core spirit of enhancements without any substantial commercial development. 

Thank you and kudos to all involved and part of the "good guys" coalition! - Daily Park Visitor; Lifetime NJ resident (52yrs and counting); 20+ Year JC resident; 20+ Year supporter of the FOLSP; Civic minded but thoroughly Exasperated 
Citizen

860

Athletic fields should be far removed from the waterfront.
Neither the participants nor the spectators need to experience the magic that is the waterfront. The waterfront is much better utilized for passive enjoyment.

861 Please don't turn the park into a parking lot and sports complex. It is a beautiful natural place part of the bay. Parking, parking parking... We are part of a dense area that needs public transit. The future is not cars.
862 Will the project be pursuing the Envision certification (rating system) that will insure following sustainability and resiliency concepts ?

863

The immense value of LSP is the wide open space and the wildlife it sustains. My kids have gone on countless trips to learn about our local ecosystem. Keep the park open and free -- and free of cash grabs for the chosen few in the form 
of concert venues and casinos.

864

LSP is Jersey City's Gem !!! It is a beautiful - serene & peaceful place in an otherwise loud & constantly expanding Jersey City  
The DEP wants to help improve LSP without Destroying the Natural Habitats of Wildlife and of course the beauty of the park itself ! 
Paul Fireman doesn't care about LSP -  
Paul Fireman just wants to expand his golf course & to do that he has funded (bribed) a group of his Puppets -- two of those puppets - bob hurley & jerry walker are Traitors to the people of Jersey City and to LSP ! 
IF they cared about this City then they should have given the money that Fireman bribed them with to our Local Parks across the City so they could be improved & expanded !!! 
By adding 5k seat football stadium & a 7k Concert venue will only bring more traffic & more Pollution to our City and destroy the area wildlife! 
Neither of these Obnoxiously Huge projects belong in LSP --- AND this is absolute PROOF that Paul Fireman just wants to DESTROY LSP !!

865 Save our park! No more golf holes! No stadium! No commercial venues! This is the people’s park! Imagine if someone tried to do this in Central Park. Let’s take Fireman’s golf course by imminent domain.

866

Liberty State Park’s primary purpose is for open space for unstructured active recreation, passive recreation and nature enjoyment. The DEP pledged 50 acres of active next to the 165 acres of habitats/open space/path, and 10 other 
acres. 
The Task Force created by Paul Fireman’s law and stacked with his surrogates continues to threaten the park via its commercial interests. Caven Point is an important migratory bird habitat, and should not be used as part of Fireman’s 
private golf course. 
LSP is owned by the public, for the public.
Gov. Murphy, Senate president Scutari, and Assembly Speaker Coughlin need to uphold the public trust and ensure that LSP remain a place for all people of NJ, not just wealthy folk who enjoy golf. - Thank you.

867

I have been using Liberty State Park in a variety of ways since 1986 when my first son was born & we lived in Hoboken.  We picnicked in the park many times with friends.
Over the years we biked around the park and attended many festivals and events.
In the 80's & 90's I had a corporate special events company in Hoboken and provided sets & decorations for many special events including fund raising rallies for President Bill Clinton.
In the early 2000's I started a high school sailing team at Montclair High School and we practiced on the south side of the park.
Currently I'm involved with sailboat racing every week from April til November.
I love Liberty State Park as it is and do NOT want it commercialized with sports arenas & development. - Thank you.
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868

Don’t support phase 1B northern athletes hub track. Football field not soccer field 
This park is one of the few open spaces in this area and should be kept so, not developed for specific sports arenas
Do support South shore development area
Train shed cleanup is needed but will have limited usage due to distance from community 
Phase 2 holistic plan should focus on open free form community access not specific sports activity development

869

Two things:
1. I hope the task force references other successful park projects like Central Park. This is a great report to reference. 
https://assets.centralparknyc.org/pdfs/about/The_Central_Park_Effect.pdf
2. Can well-credentialed park designers be consulted during this process?
As you well know, this is such an amazing opportunity for a one-of-a-kind execution for an amazing "people's park" that represents local, state and national expecatations. First-class planning must be enabled. - Thank you

870

the idea for things like a 7000 seat stadium have no place here. the community does not want them. they are inconsistent with the purposes and needs. the parking and traffic would be a nightmare. traffic in this area is already terrible in 
this area. please listen to the people and not moneyed interests. thank you

871

The train sheds and its surrounding area should be used as a railroad museum. Plans are already drawn and reflect the far reaching history of this part of the park. If someone would be interested in seeing the full plan, please contact 
me. 

872

I fully support the Friends of Liberty State Park’s position to continue with the state DEP’s plans to revitalize the park by creating recreational open spaces and nature habitats similar to Central Park.
I strongly oppose any plans for commercial venues which include building a 5,000 seat football stadium inside Liberty State Park. How does such a stadium protect and conserve the natural beauty of this park?  We need to preserve 
open spaces which in turn, protects our environment. 
Thank you, New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, in particular Commissioner Shawn LaTourette, for doing just that: protecting our environment and speaking truth to power, especially to those with political and other self-
interests.

873

Please do not accept billionaire Fireman’s utterly absurd plan to build an entertainment complex with a 5,000-seat football stadium and 7,000 seat commercial concert venue.  Instead,  stick to the publicly supported DEP’s plan to 
create spectacular creation of habitats in the interior which has been planned for years.   Please don't let special interests hijack the DEP's revitalization plan.   Thank you.

874 Please activate the sound so that the interpreters can relieve each other.  10:37am
875 Will the Historic Train Shed and tracks be restored?

876

I do not agree with the DEP Plan because we need fields not flooding. What the DeP has put together is a disgrace. It’s crumbs as Coach Hurley said. They are also placing it at the absolute most inaccessible part of the park. No one can 
get there easily or safely now having to go around 180 acres of marsh and swampland. All we ask for is to use 83 anchors of land towards recreational

877

Focus Should Remain On Cleaning The Park Of Toxic Contaminants...Leave The Space A Green Space Allowing Residents To Have Unobstructed Access To Nature....No Need To Make It Into Another American Dream Mall...Also , I'm 
Very Concerned That Developers Will Make The Park Ecologically Unsustainable and Worsen The Already Out of Control Traffic and Increased Air Pollution From All This Additional Traffic....Feels Like Our Governor Has Sold Us Out To 
Greedy Developers...Sad...

878 Please oppose the privatization of LSP. Conserve and protect the ecosystem of the land and keep the land for PUBLIC use.

879

I fully support the DEP plan as it is now as at march 2024 with its appropriate balance of active and passive recreation. 
What we do NOT need is a park filled with large stadiums and concert venues. 
The park is an absolute natural jewel and the expansion of the park should continue that emphasis on the natural beauty and non-commercial pursuits in the park.

880

I believe that any type of paid for venue such as a stadium or amphitheater on what is supposed to be public state land is unacceptable. State Park land should be open to the public, and many of the proposed structures set a dangerous 
precedent and could help private developers get their foot in the door for increased privatization of our public park

881

Liberty state park is a park. It needs to be a place for wild habitats, playgrounds, outdoor sports and recreation. The task force is an obvious charade. Can we all just acknowledge that? Commercial venues do not belong in a park. It 
wouldn’t be a park anymore. Tens of thousands of people rely on LSP for fresh air and open space. Commercial venues would add to traffic and worsen the air quality. The vast majority of the people want a natural park in which to play 
and relax.
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882

My name is -, I have been a resident of Jersey City for 10 years and have lived in New Jersey my whole life.  I wasn’t a kid who excelled in team sports, but I loved being outside running, hiking, and exploring any green spaces.   I wasn’t 
gifted academically but my focus and passion for the outdoors pushed me major in Wildlife Ecology in college.  I worked as a wildlife biologist and then spent 10 years working for the Morris County Park Commission managing natural 
areas and now I manage Park Operations or Bryant Park in Manhattan.  I understand managing public spaces with a wide variety of uses and users.  
I implore the task force to follow DEP guidance on this park plan.  LSP can be so much more connected and integrated into the surrounding communities without becoming dominated by the commercial venue proposals and traffic.  
While I understand the need for some athletic fields it’s important to note that these fields would only be used seasonally while trails, bike paths, and the great views of LSP can be enjoyed year-round.  
I think we are selling our community and youth short by pretending that more limited use fields and indoor stadiums will somehow serve them better.  Many residents already treasure LSP and the DEP’s proposal and more programming 
will only enhance that while also brining new people to this really special urban park.

883

I have lived near the park for 20 years. We use the park daily. I am very concerned with the continued push to try to get privatized ventures into the park. Our area needs greenspace desperately. We have a turnpike running right by us that 
is planning to expand. Our neighborhood can flood and the park helps mitigate that. I love the plans to expand the parts of the park that are currently not accessible to the public. I love active recreation where there are currently parking 
lots in between marina and restaurants. I love walkways over marsh and other natural land. I love ideas to get people into all parts of the park that are not parking, such as trolleys, shuttles, bicycle parting.  
No other parks are expected to turn a profit or give up space to private ventures, and I don't know why that keeps being pushed in our state park.

884

The park should be used for active and passive recreation, fields for pick-up sports (baseball, tennis etc.), enjoying nature, open space, bird and wildlife watching, waterfront recreation and so forth. It should NOT be used of commercial 
sports events with stadiums or arenas. It would be wonderful for class field trips for schools at all levels for learning about nature on land and in the water. I repeat - not for commercial sports events!
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