
















 

 

 

 

April 27, 2021 

Via FedEx 

 

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

Division of Land Resource Protection 

501 East State Street 

5 Station Plaza, 2nd Floor 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625 

Attn: Application Support 

 

RE: Application for Flood Hazard Area Applicability Determination 

623 Case Road 

Block 79, Lot 10 

Township of Branchburg, Somerset County, New Jersey  

 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

 

Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company, LLC (Transco) is submitting the attached request for a 

Flood Hazard Area Control Act (FHACA) Applicability Determination (APD) for a project at the 

above referenced property.   

 

The purpose of this request is to obtain confirmation from the New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection (NJDEP), in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:13-2.5, that the site and activities 

associated with this project are not located within any FHACA-regulated areas. 

 

Transco is advancing certain improvements in a portion of Block 79, Lot 10, in the Township of 

Branchburg, Somerset County, New Jersey (Site), within the limits of disturbance as depicted on the 

attached plan.  Proposed improvements include a new compressor station on the property, as well as 

decommissioning of the existing compressor station. 

 

Proposed activities are not anticipated to fall within a Flood Hazard Area as determined by the FEMA 

Method (N.J.A.C. 7:13-3). 

 

This application package has been prepared pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:13-5.1 of the Flood Hazard Area 

Control Act Rules.  Further information is prepared in accordance with the Flood Hazard Area 

Applicability Determination Checklist. 

 

A. ITEMS REQUIRED FOR FLOOD HAZARD AREA APPLICABILITY 

DETERMINATION 

 

1. Completed Flood Hazard Area Applicability Determination Checklist 

 

The completed NJDEP Flood Hazard Area Application Checklist – Applicability 

Determination form is provided in Attachment A.  

 

2. Completed DLRP Application Form 

 

A completed DLRP form is provided in Attachment B. 
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3. Application Fee 

 

In accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:13-20.1(b)1, no application fee required for an applicability 

determination. 

 

4. USGS Map 

 

A copy of a portion of the US Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map (Raritan Quad) 

is provided on the Site Plan included in Attachment E.  As required, the site boundaries and 

State Plane Coordinates for the areas in question are X: 428235, Y: 618427. 

 

5. Flood Hazard Area Map 

 

Available FEMA Mapping for the property is shown on the Site Plan included in Attachment 

E.   

 

6. Project Description and Proposed Activities 

 

As per the regulations at N.J.A.C. 7:13-2.5(e), a complete written description of the project 

and proposed activities has been prepared and is provided in Attachment D. 

 

7. Site Photographs 

 

Color photographs of the project site are provided in Attachment C.  The location and 

direction of the photographs is depicted on the Photograph Location Map also provided in 

Attachment C. 

 

8. Site Plan  

 

As required, a Site Plan depicting the location of the proposed activities, signed and sealed 

by a licensed surveyor and/or engineer, is provided in Attachment E.  

 

We trust that the information provided meets all of the requirements of NJDEP’s Flood Hazard 

Area Applicability Determination Checklist.  If you have any questions about this submission, 

please contact me at (732) 430-7206 or bmcpeak@psands.com.   

 

Very truly yours, 

PAULUS, SOKOLOWSKI AND SARTOR, LLC 

 

 

 

Brian McPeak, PP, AICP 

Vice President 

Enclosures 
 



 

 

 

ATTACHMENT A 

NJDEP Application Checklist  

 

 



 

 

State of New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection 

Revised: June 2016  Website: www.nj.gov/dep/landuse 

 

 FLOOD HAZARD AREA APPLICATION CHECKLIST 

Applicability determination  
 

 
 
 

To apply for an applicability determination, please submit the information below to: 

 
Postal Mailing Address  Street Address (Courier & Hand Carry Only) 

 
NJ Department of Environmental 
Protection 
Division of Land Use Regulation 
P.O. Box 420, Code 501-02A 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420 
Attn:  Application Support 
 

 NJ Department of Environmental Protection 
Division of Land Use Regulation 
501 East State Street 
Station Plaza 5, 2nd Floor 
Trenton, New Jersey, 08609 
Attn:  Application Support 
 

 
 

1. Completed application form. 
 

2. A copy of a USGS quad map with the segment of the water in question indicated and/or the site in 
question clearly outlined to scale. 
 

3. A copy of any available Department delineation and FEMA flood mapping, with the segment of water in 
question indicated and/or the site clearly outlined to scale. 
 

4. For an applicability determination regarding whether a water is regulated, a copy of the best available 
topographic mapping for the drainage area of the water in question, with the limits of the drainage area 
clearly depicted.  
 

5. For an applicability determination regarding whether one or more proposed activities is regulated, the 
following information: 
 
i. A written description of the site and all proposed activities, including the location, dimension, number, 
and uses of any proposed structures; 
 
ii. Color photographs depicting the entire project area and any sections of channel or riparian zone that 
will be disturbed by the project,, mounted on 8½ -inch by 11-inch paper and accompanied by a map 
showing the location and direction from which each photograph was taken. Copies of photographs are 
acceptable provided they are color copies. Black and white copies of photographs are not acceptable. 
(Note: The photographs must show any sections of channel or riparian zone that will be disturbed by 
the project.); and 
 
ii. Site plans, certified in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:13-18.2(j) and signed and sealed by an engineer, 
land surveyor, or architect, as appropriate, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:40-7.2 through 7.4. The site plans 
must detail all proposed activities. If fill or grading is proposed, the site plans shall show both existing 
and proposed topography. All topography shall reference NGVD, or include the appropriate conversion 
factor to NGVD.  

 

 

CALL NJDEP AT (609) 777-0454 IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS 
 

egeretz
Oval

egeretz
Oval

egeretz
Oval

egeretz
Typewriter
N/A

egeretz
Oval



 

 

 

ATTACHMENT B 

DLRP Application Form 
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State of New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection 

501 E. State Street Mail Code 501-02A P.O. Box 420 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0420 

Phone #: (609) 777-0454 Web: www.nj.gov/dep/landuse 
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Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company, LLC

(Transco) c/o Karen Olson Karen.Olson@williams.com

2800 Post Oak Blvd.

Houston, TX

Brian McPeak, PP, AICP

Paulus, Sokolowski & Sartor, LLC

3 Mountainview Road

Warren, NJ 07059

bmcpeak@psands.com

732-430-7206

77056

713-215-4232

Compressor Station 505

Township of Branchburg Somerset

79

428235 618427

10

623 Case Road

08066

Raritan River SB (NB to Three Bridges) (08AC)

Pleasant Run tributary

Flood Hazard Area Applicability Determination for proposed disturbance not anticipated to be in the flood

hazard area.

Pleasant Run (08AC02)

Transco c/o Karen Olson

x

x

Same as Applicant

Digitally signed by Olson, Karen 
DN: dc=com, dc=WILLIAMS, 
ou=UserAccts, cn=Olson, Karen 
Date: 2021.04.20 13:36:49 -05'00'
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Vice President, PS&S

Transco c/o Karen Olson
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APPLICANT NAME:     FILE # (if known): 

 
PERMIT 

TYPE 

WETLAND TYPE 
Emergent, Forest, 
Shrub, Etc. 

RESOURCE 

CLASSIFICATION 
Ordinary, Intermediate, 

  Exceptional, EPA, Etc. 

 
PERMIT 

TYPE 

WETLAND TYPE 
Emergent, Forest, 
Shrub, Etc. 

RESOURCE 

CLASSIFICATION 
Ordinary, Intermediate, 

  Exceptional, EPA, Etc. 

Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line
Company, LLC



 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT C 

Photos and Photo Location Map 



 
Photo 1: Taken facing south of upland agricultural field near site entrance. Branchburg, Somerset 

County, NJ. 

 
Photo 2: Taken facing southwest of existing gravel lot. Branchburg, Somerset County, NJ. 



 
Photo 3: Taken facing northeast of existing facility entrance. Branchburg, Somerset County, NJ. 

 

 
Photo 4: Taken facing east toward existing facility. Branchburg, Somerset County, NJ. 



 
Photo 5: Taken facing northwest of the existing facility. Branchburg, Somerset County, NJ. 

 
Photo 6: Taken facing southeast of pond in southeastern corner of site. Branchburg, Somerset County, 

NJ. 





 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT D 

Project and Site Description 
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FLOOD HAZARD AREA APPLICABILITY DETERMINATION 

 

Project and Site Description 

 

Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company, LLC (Transco) is proposing a new compressor station 

and subsequent decommissioning of the existing compressor station within the limits of 

disturbance (Project) at 623 Case Road, on a portion of Block 79, Lot 10 in Branchburg Township, 

Somerset County, New Jersey (Site).  

 

The Site hosts an existing Transco facility. The Site is located within an area that is a mix of 

undeveloped land, agricultural, and residential uses. The closest waterbody to the project site, as 

identified by NJ-GeoWeb, is a Pleasant Run tributary. This tributary of Pleasant Run has a water 

quality classification of FW2-NT. 

 

Color photographs and a photo location map are provided in Attachment E. 

 

Site and Project location information are shown on the enclosed Site Plan set.  The plans, prepared 

by PS&S, are provided in Attachment F.   

 

Under authority of the Flood Hazard Area Control Act (FHACA), the New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection (NJDEP) regulates most land disturbance and construction activities 

within certain areas defined under the FHACA and NJDEP’s FHACA rules, N.J.A.C. 7:13-1.1. et 

seq.  The applicant is requesting this Applicability Determination to verify and document that the 

proposed project’s limit of disturbance and proposed activities require no further review by NJDEP 

pursuant to the FHACA rules.  

 

Based on our review of the available FEMA and NJDEP information, the proposed area of 

disturbance does not appear to be located within or near any flood hazard area.  Based on our 

review of the available FEMA and NJDEP information, this tributary of Pleasant Run is not 

mapped as having a flood hazard area.  By observation, the on-site tributary of Pleasant Run does 

not have a flood hazard area.  As such, the proposed area of disturbance is not located within or 

near any flood hazard area. 

 

An impounded waterbody was identified in the southeastern corner of the site. Streams in the 

vicinity of the site are anticipated to have riparian zone width of 50 feet as this site is within a 

HUC14 Sub-Watershed that contains no C1 waters, trout production or trout maintenance waters. 

In addition, pending review of a Natural Heritage Database search report, there are no Landscape 

Project mapped threatened or endangered species critically dependent on water within one mile of 

the stream. A review of historic aerial imagery indicates that there was a naturally occurring water 

feature (a tributary to Pleasant Run) present on the site prior to impoundment, and therefore, the 
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waterbody is anticipated to be regulated and have a riparian zone width of 50 feet as measured 

from the top of bank of the feature. As the limits of disturbance are located greater than 50 feet 

from the impounded waterbody, the activities are not anticipated to require further review by 

NJDEP pursuant to the FHACA rules. 

 



 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT E 

Site Plan 
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