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Facility Name: If followed by - DIV = parcel was entirely diverted; if followed by - P/DIV = parcel was partially 
diverted; and if followed by - COMP = parcel was a compensation piece for previous diversion. 
 
Interest: CR: Conservation Restriction; Fee: Fee Simple; Lease: Leased land 
 
Type: M - Municipal; C - County; N - Non Profit 

 

 
 
County: HUDSON 

 
 
Municipality: NORTH BERGEN TWP 

 

Block  Lot  Facility Name Interest  Type  
103 107 43RD ST. PARK FEE M  
103 127 43RD ST. PARK FEE M  
150 54 46TH ST. PARK FEE M  
150 55 46TH ST. PARK FEE M  
161 17 50TH ST. PARK FEE M  
221 10 KILKENNY FIELD FEE M  
225 57 67TH ST. PARK FEE M  
241.01 77 71ST ST. FEE M  
27 9 10TH ST. PARK FEE M  
311 17.02 74TH ST. FEE M  
316 6 FREDMAN PARK FEE M  
316 7.02 RIVER VIEW PARK FEE M  
324 13 76TH ST. LITTLE LEAGUE FEE M  
351 24 82ND ST. FEE M  
368 1.01 88TH ST. FEE M  
437.01 1 BRADDOCK PARK (SOCCER FIELD) FEE J  
437.02 1 BRADDOCK PARK FEE J  
453 2 CROMAKILL CREEK MARSH FEE S  
460 A NORTH BERGEN POOL - DIV FEE M  
468 1 NORTH BERGEN POOL-COMP FEE M  
60 5 28TH ST. PARK FEE M  
79 16 38TH ST. PARK FEE M  

 

The above information is the Recreation and Open Space Inventory (ROSI) on file with Green Acres. 
Please note that Green Acres relies on the accuracy of the information provided to us by the Local 
Unit(s) in maintaining the accuracy of our database. Since it is the responsibility of the Local Unit(s) 
to ensure compliance with Green Acres rules, it is strongly recommended that you confirm this 
information with the Local Unit(s). 
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 Township of North Bergen, New Jersey 

2017 Green Acres Park Development Application: 64th Street Field 

Improvement Project 

 

 

Project Description: 
 

The Township of North Bergen respectfully requests support from the New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection Green Acres Program for a park redevelopment project at the popular 

64th Street Field. Presently, the field is used for a variety of sporting events and recreational 

activities, including the Township’s summer youth programs, which serve nearly 750 kids 

annually, including approximately 100 children with special needs. The site also includes a dog 

run and playground area. Conditions at this recreational facility have deteriorated greatly over 

time, and the field is long overdue for a full renovation.  

 

The proposed project will provide residents and guests with a new softball/little league field, new 

ADA compliant bleachers, upgraded press box, snack stand, and storage area, new playground 

equipment, dog run improvements, and other repairs that will make the facility safer and more 

user-friendly.  The 64th Street Field is set in a densely-populated urban neighborhood and is in 

close proximity to the Lincoln Public School, the North Bergen Recreation Center, low-income 

housing, a daycare center, senior center, and businesses. The park is in close proximity to a New 

Jersey Transit bus stop, and parking is available onsite. Short term plans are to improve 

conditions at the field, so as to increase safety and make the site more usable. Long term plans 

include proper maintenance and additional upgrades, as required, that will ensure the longevity 

of this project.  

 
 

Factor # 2: Service Area Facility Needs: 

The Township of North Bergen is requesting support from the New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection’s Green Acres Park Development Program to improve the Township’s 
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popular 64th Street Field, which is located in the downtown area, adjacent to the offices of the 

North Bergen Recreation Department. This comprehensive project includes conversion of a 

softball field to a softball/little league field, playground upgrades, and dog run repairs.  

 

There are no other public softball/little league fields in this neighborhood, and the field is centrally 

located in close proximity to densely populated residential areas (including low-income housing), 

the North Bergen Lincoln Public School, public transportation, a day care center, senior center, 

and, as mentioned above, the Township’s recreation center. Current census tract data indicates that 

this is a low-income neighborhood, with an estimated median family income of only $22,959, 

which is well below the state average of $87,389. The majority of properties in the area are “renter 

occupied,” and over 75% of residents are minorities.  

 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “some minorities experience a 

disproportionate burden of preventable disease, death, and disability compared with non-

minorities.” Additionally, research indicates that an undeniable connection exists between high 

poverty levels and poor health outcomes. The Institute for Research on Poverty at the University 

of Wisconsin-Madison, for instance, notes that “health in the United States is very strongly 

correlated with income. Poor people are less healthy than those who are better off, whether the 

benchmark is mortality, the prevalence of acute or chronic diseases, or mental health.” Given these 

circumstances, the Township of North Bergen maintains a strong commitment to promoting a 

healthy, active lifestyle among all residents, and we firmly believe that providing access to quality, 

centrally-located recreational facilities will go a long way towards helping us attain this goal.  

 

This priority is consistent with the Partnering for a Healthy New Jersey: New Jersey Chronic 

Disease and Health Promotion Plan, which specifically encourages shared use of public recreation 

space through joint use agreements between municipalities and school districts. These kinds of 

opportunities maximize the use of fields, playgrounds, and other recreational spaces/amenities, 

and they are particularly advantageous in densely-populated communities like ours. According to 

the Institute of Medicine, increasing access to recreation facilities is a necessary first step to solving 

the problem of childhood obesity and of addressing its associated health risks. However, the 
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challenge of meeting these important goals in a town like North Bergen is that we have very limited 

open space available. 

 

In fact, North Bergen is one of the most densely-populated municipalities in the nation. The 

Township has a total land area of 5.575 square miles, with approximately 11,838 individuals per 

square mile. In contrast to other Hudson County communities, in the latter half of the 20th Century, 

North Bergen’s population swelled, particularly as a wave of Cuban emigres settled in the 

Township. While this rate of growth has subsided, the Township’s population is still on the rise, 

creating concerns over how to ensure adequate availability of quality public recreational spaces 

for all residents. The majority of properties in North Bergen consist of multi-unit homes, with 

denser residential developments located mainly along the edge of the Palisades and at the Hudson 

River waterfront.  

 

Compounding this issue is the fact that North Bergen has diverse geological features that impact 

transportation and limit the level of connectivity between the Township’s distinct neighborhoods. 

Shaped roughly like an inverted “L,” The Township is located on the northern border of Hudson 

County, with frontage on both the Hackensack and Hudson Rivers. Most of North Bergen’s eastern 

section lies apart from a mile-long stretch on the Hudson River. The Hudson Palisades rise from 

the waterfront, while the northern part of the Township sits atop the plateau. The lower-lying 

western portion extends farther to the south and slopes west towards the Hackensack River and 

the Hackensack Meadowlands. The slope on North Bergen’s west side gives it the distinction of 

being the US town with the second most hills per square mile, with San Francisco being the first.  

 

Some of these hills are extremely steep, and there is a rock formation along the slope composed 

of unusual serpentinite rocks that create small, precarious cliffs. This particular area is one of the 

few undeveloped parts of North Bergen. The unique shape and diverse topography of the Township 

as a whole have, over time, resulted in the settlement of diverse neighborhoods and enclaves, each 

with its own distinct character. The Township’s layout thereby reduces opportunities for 

community-wide interaction and social engagement, which is why gathering places, like our local 

parks, remain so important.  
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With so few open space options, North Bergen has taken a proactive approach to maintaining its 

parks and preserving the limited recreational space that is available. Over time, this reduces the 

number of costly repairs, ensures that fields are usable for a range of sporting events and other 

activities, and ultimately protects the safety of the youth who regularly enjoy our playgrounds. 

Presently, the 64th Field is in need of development, as conditions have deteriorated considerably 

over the years, raising concerns about escalating repair costs and safety. Excessive puddling after 

rainstorms often require that games be canceled. Unsatisfactory conditions also include an overall 

reduction in the quality of the clay surface, which has resulted in the development of bumps along 

the field. The completion of the project will be a great benefit to the community, as it will result 

in the full redevelopment of this treasured local resource.  

 

Factor #5: Public Participation/Support/Planning 

Support: Public input and participation are the cornerstone of all communities. In a town like 

ours, where many residents live below the poverty line, ensuring that all citizens feel heard and 

welcomed is particularly important. As such, the Township of North Bergen has attained strong 

public support for this project. In fact, the project was developed, in part, based on the growing 

number of complaints that we have received from local residents regarding the conditions at the 

64th Street Field. This field has wide public appeal, especially since the recreation center is located 

in close proximity to it and because so many recreational initiatives—such as sporting events, the 

Township’s annual health fair, and our popular Summer Fun Program—all take place at the 64th 

Street Field.  

 

Furthermore, given the field’s proximity to North Bergen’s Lincoln School, we have wide support 

from the school community—i.e., administrators, staff, and families. The North Bergen School 

District serves a total of 7,866 students, and it is safe to say that the majority of those students use 

the field for a variety of recreational purposes. The field is also ADA compliant, and the 

playground features design elements that enhance the experience of our special-needs youth. This 

inclusive approach ensures that all residents have equal access to the facility and can participate in 

the wide range of activities provided therein.  
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Planning: The Township of North Bergen’s Master Plan, the Hudson County Open Space Plan, 

and the State Development and Redevelopment Plan all provide a strong foundation for the work 

proposed in this project. In accordance with Municipal Land Use Law and the Local 

Redevelopment and Housing Law, the Township of North Bergen’s Periodic Re-examination 

Report of the Master Plan indicates an ongoing commitment to “maintain existing parks and open 

space and expand the system through development and additional efforts.”  

 

The Hudson County Open Space Plan analyzes residents’ need for open space specifically in the 

context of “environmental justice,” stating that “improving the quality of life for Hudson County 

residents is a unique challenge due to its urbanized form and should be treated as a social justice 

issue.” Thereby, the plan calls for ensuring “access to quality open space and recreation facilities 

for all residents and age groups regardless of where they live.” Furthermore, the plan underscores 

the fact that residents need “equitable access to passive and active recreation facilities and parkland 

for their physical and mental health.”  

 

The State Development and Redevelopment Plan also highlights the value of preserving open 

space, as evidenced under Goal # 7: i.e., to “Preserve and Enhance Areas with Historic, Cultural, 

Scenic, Open Space and Recreational Value.” Finally, the New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection Green Acres’ Statewide Comprehensive Recreation Plan echoes the 

commitment of each of these plans. In particular, as it relates to North Bergen’s project, the 

SCORP indicates that “New Jersey’s increasing population and urbanization show that demand 

for open space is likely to increase,” and it goes on to state the need for sufficient recreational 

space in densely populated urban communities like ours.  

 

Factor #6: Project Quality 

The following characteristics impact the overall quality of this project: accessibility, project quality 

(i.e., multi-purpose use, effective landscaping w/ native species, opportunities for active and 

passive recreation, etc.), and cost effectiveness. 

  

Accessibility: In part, the 64th Street Field has been selected for this project due to its accessibility. 

The Field stands in close proximity to many key local amenities: schools, homes, businesses, and 
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the Township’s recreation center. The recreation center utilizes the field for many programs and 

activities, including sports and the Township’s 8-week summer program for children ages 6-12. 

The summer program costs only $50 per child and is offered daily from 9-3. It serves 

approximately 650 children annually. The Township offers a concurrent summer program for 

children with special needs, which also utilizes the 64th Street Field regularly for games and 

activities and serves approximately 100 children annually. Furthermore, the field is within walking 

distance to several North Bergen Housing Authority buildings that are home to many low-income 

residents. 

 

North Bergen has 20 municipal parks and recreational areas, in addition to the County-owned 

James J. Braddock Park and one private park. The majority of these recreational spaces are mini-

parks of less than 2 acres. Though small, these spaces afford residents access to open space, 

typically within a 10-minute walk from their homes. Seven of these parks have playground 

equipment. A few have additional amenities, such as basketball courts and seating areas for passive 

recreation. However, the 64th Field is one of the most active parks, given its location, scope of 

amenities, and programs available onsite. There is a parking lot on the premises, and the field is 

located in close proximity to an NJ Transit bus route, making access by public transportation 

extremely convenient. This type of accessibility is important, especially given that Hudson County 

has some of the lowest car ownership rates in the country.  

 

Furthermore, this level of convenient access is particularly critical given that North Hudson is an 

urbanized community with such limited recreational space. Studies show that children with more 

access to parks and recreational facilities are more active than children with less access (Diez Roux 

et al, 2007; Salmon, Telford & Crawford, 2005). As it is, children today spend less time playing 

outdoors. A recent Nielson Company Report indicates that children ages two to five now spend 

more than 32 hours a week on average in front of a television screen. Additionally, according to 

the Keiser Family Foundation, the amount of screen time only increases with age, with children 

spending up to 7.5 hours a day on electronic media. Lack of outdoor recreation has been linked to 

higher rates of obesity, higher stress levels, a reduction in social skills, lack of creativity, a lack of 

vitamin D, and higher rates of attention deficit disorder and hyperactivity in children. These 
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concerns are obviously compounded in densely-populated areas, where residents have much less 

access to open space.  

 

Water Access: This project does not enhance access to water. 

 

Design Quality: This park development project will meet multiple recreational purposes, both 

active and passive. The scope of work includes the enhancement of a multiuse field (softball/little 

league), new bleachers, playground area, equipment storage building, press box and snack stand, 

and dog run improvements. Combined, these improvements will be a great benefit to all residents 

of North Bergen. Intrinsic to the design will be an awareness of any environmental factors that 

need to be addressed to ensure the overall safety of parkgoers. Impervious surfaces will only be 

used for those areas where safety factors indicate a priority and where the longevity of the project 

may be impacted. Landscaping to address the area surrounding the project site will be carried out 

as necessary. Ultimately, our goal is to incorporate a full renovation of the facility that will increase 

the field’s usability, enhance the neighborhood’s aesthetics, and improve the level of safety for all 

of our guests.  

 

The Township of North Bergen has a strong track record of completing projects that enhance the 

quality of life of its residents, including opportunities made available through grants. Programs 

like Green Acres enable the Township to forward its mission and achieve important goals, 

specifically as they relate to maintaining the highest quality standards.  

 

Cost Effectiveness: Open space can easily be taken for granted, especially when municipalities 

struggle to attend to other priorities, like roadwork, water and sewer system repairs, and the 

growing needs of individual departments. This is how parks fall into disrepair. Work is deferred, 

as a town seeks to address what may be perceived as more pressing concerns. However, when we 

examine the value of open space, by, for instance, taking into account long-term health benefits, 

and when we also factor in the general costs of maintenance, it quickly becomes apparent that 

projects like the one that we are proposing should be addressed sooner rather than later.  
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The costs associated with increased maintenance may quickly reach a point where they actually 

outweigh postponing the project any longer. Maintaining fields that are in disrepair involves 

manpower and materials. Pumping and repairing fields alone has put a strain on North Bergen’s 

budget, and, given that the conditions of the 64th Street Field are only getting worse, it is likely 

that costs will continue to rise. In fact, presently the conditions are such that games have to be 

cancelled and serious safety concerns have been raised. Addressing these issues now will decrease 

the risk of having to contend with more extensive repairs later. Furthermore, outcomes will also 

have a positive impact on our local economy, such as by drawing more individuals to the field and 

Township.  

 

Factor #7: Project Priorities 

This field was specifically selected based on the level of need for repairs, the centrality of the 

field’s location, the level of programming and activities offered therein, and finally because it 

directly serves a low-income population—as determined by current census tract data. Yet another 

factor that contributed to this project selection is accessibility, as the Township seeks to ensure 

that all neighborhoods have approximately one park within walking distance to address the 

transportation challenges of our residents.  

 

The proposed developments will achieve multiple recreational enhancements that impact a diverse 

group of parkgoers, from young children to seniors. The project is consistent with the Township 

of North Bergen’s Master Plan goals, specifically as it addresses the recreational priorities of the 

Township and meets the criteria of preserving open space. In regards to the project elements 

encouraged by Green Acres, North Bergen’s project meets the following priorities: 

 

F) Multiple uses and provides active and passive recreation opportunities 

J) Design and construction that utilizes clean and renewable energy and maximizes 

efficiency 

K) Rehabilitation or redevelopment of an existing recreational facility. 

 

Ultimately, the aim of this project is to provide residents with a safe, state-of-the-art recreational 

facility that meets the interests of a diverse population and functions as a gathering space for a 
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variety of activities and events throughout the year, including games, fairs, summer programing, 

and more. This level of community interaction is likely to foster a deeper sense of civic 

responsibility and pride. Furthermore, increased levels of physical activities will have long-lasting 

benefits, making our residents healthier and stronger.  

 

Factor #8: First Time Applicant. 

This factor does not apply to this project. 

  

  

Factor #9: Facility Design Sensitivity and Site Suitability: 

 

General Recreational Facilities: All proposed work will be conducted in an environmentally-

conscious manner with as little disruption as possible to the area. As the project involves park 

redevelopment, no additional clearing is required and no natural habitats will be disrupted in the 

process. All required environmental testing will be carried out, and, based on findings, all follow-

up work will be conducted to ensure the highest standards of safety. As much as possible, the 

project will both utilize environmentally-friendly products and follow green practices and 

standards. We do not anticipate any negative ecological impact as a result of the work carried out 

in this project, and, in fact, we are confident that this project will improve the local environment 

in a manner that adheres to the goals set forth by the New Jersey Department of Environmental 

Protection.  

 

Structures/Buildings: The development of structures will be conducted to meet LEED 

specifications, and all proposed improvements will maximize environmental efficiency.  
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1. Description of the Proposed Action: 

The Township of North Bergen is requesting support from the New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection’s Green Acres Program for a park development project that will involve 

a comprehensive redevelopment of the Township’s popular 64th Field. This project will enhance 

both active and passive recreation. 

a. Total development project includes the following: 

• Conversion of a softball field into a multipurpose softball/little league field: 

clearing of site, earthwork, installation of synthetic turf field base with 

underdrain system, chain-link fencing, new dugout, installation of scoreboard 

with wireless remote control system, concrete sidewalks, signage, renovation 

of batting cage building, equipment storage building, press box and snack stand, 

installation of wind screen, and new ADA-compliant bleachers  

• Playground: installation of new rubber playground surfacing and equipment 

• Dog Run: general improvements  

• Other Improvements: installation of new stairs leading to the playground area, 

new sidewalks, and trash receptacles  

 

b. Project Objectives include promoting outdoor play and healthy lifestyle choices, 

creating more opportunities for positive social interaction, and enhancing our local 

neighborhood. 

 

c.  This is not a multiphase project. 

 

2. Description of the Environment: 

The topography of North Bergen ranges from steep hills to flat lowland areas. Vegetation consists 

of planted lawns, trees, and shrubbery that are typical of residential and commercial areas in this 

region. Presently, the 64th Street Field features the following environmental characteristics: 

 



a. Vegetation: The area is characterized by a grass field, grassy areas surrounding the field, 

and several deciduous trees (approx. 12). 

b. Wildlife: Given that this is an open space with very little vegetation, wildlife is limited and 

mainly includes common-variety birds and squirrels. 

c. Geology, topography and soil: There is historic fill in the upper north corner of the lot, 

adjacent to the parking area, where a salvage yard once stood and where the playground is 

now located. This area was leveled years ago to correct a westward slope. All other soil 

formation at the site is Rahway till, a reddish-brown to light-reddish-brown silty sand. The 

field itself features clean fill, and it is surrounded by spot outcroppings of Jurassic diabase 

bedrock. The area surrounding the field features cedar mulch.  

d. Historic/archeological resources: There are no historical or archeological resources at the 

site. 

e. Transportation: The 64th Field is accessible by car (parking available onsite) and public 

transportation (nearest bus stop within walking distance to the field). The Field is also 

located within walking distance to many homes in the area. 

f. Adjacent land use: The 64th Street Field is in close proximity to the Lincoln Public School, 

the Township of North Bergen’s Recreation Center, multi-unit homes, a senior center, day 

care center, and many local businesses. 

 

3. Environmental Impact Analysis of Proposed Action: 

The proposed changes to the existing environment will have a positive impact on the site. No off-

site impact is anticipated, such as an increase in traffic, given that the park is centrally located near 

many homes, the public school, and the Recreation Center, making walking the most likely form 

of transportation to and from the field. While there may be more noise in the area based on an 

anticipated increase in field use, residents are overwhelmingly supportive of this project, and the 

space has been in use as a field for many years. Finally, given that this is a redevelopment project, 

no additional clearing of trees will be required, and no natural habitats will be disturbed.  

a. Discuss affected resources and the significance of each impact: A preliminary 

environmental assessment of the project zone indicates elevated levels of contaminants in 

the playground area, which is consistent with the fact that this was once the site of a salvage 



yard. The preliminary environmental assessment of the field reveals only background 

elevations.  

b.  Discuss short term and long term project impacts: By addressing area contamination, 

the field/playground quality will be improved, which will result in both short and long-

term benefits to the community. In the playground, actions will include a deed restriction. 

Furthermore, a 2-foot presumptive cap will be required over the entire contaminated area, 

and a Biennial LSRP Certification will be approved to ensure that controls are in place to 

protect the area over time. On the field, where levels of contamination are much lower, the 

area will be capped with synthetic turf and an underdrain system will be installed. 

c. Discuss anticipated increase in recreation and overall use of site over time: A 

significant increase in field use is anticipated as a result of this project, given that we will 

transition from a single-use field to a multi-purpose one. Furthermore, improvements will 

greatly enhance the quality of the field and increase levels of safety, which, in turn, will 

result in fewer game cancellations. Finally, with a growing population and new housing 

developments anticipated in the neighborhood, we expect an increase in the number of 

local residents, which, in turn, underscores the need for this project.  

d. Identify adjacent environmental features that may be affected by the proposal: There 

are no adjacent environmental features that will be affected by this proposal. 

e. List any permits required for the project: Permit applications have been obtained for 

the following: construction, plumbing, electrical, and fire protection. 

f. For development that would impact an undisturbed portion of the project site: N/A. 

 

4. Alternatives to the Proposed Action: 

North Bergen is a densely-populated community with a distinctly urban character. It is the second 

“hilliest” town in the United States, with San Francisco coming in first. Despite serious space 

constraints, North Bergan has a total of 20 municipal parks and recreational areas, in addition to 

the County-owned James J. Braddock Park and one private park. The majority of these recreational 

spaces are mini-parks of less than 2 acres. Seven of these parks have playground equipment. A 

few have additional amenities, such as basketball courts and seating areas for passive recreation. 



These parks are spread out across North Bergen’s neighborhoods, with the goal of providing 

easily-accessible outdoor recreational opportunities in each locality.  

 

The 64th Field is one of the Township’s most active parks, particularly given its proximity to the 

Lincoln School and Recreation Center. The park provides a wide scope of amenities, and various 

programs are available onsite, including the Township’s popular Summer Fun initiative, which 

serves approximately 650 kids every summer. Programming is also available for our special-needs 

population. Given the current condition of the field and based on the fact that numerous concerns 

have been reported, this is also the park that is in most need of repair. For these reasons, we cannot 

propose an alternative site at this time.  

 

5. Mitigating Measures: 

The impact of this project will be overwhelmingly positive, as it will greatly improve the condition 

of the field and thereby increase public use. No clearing of trees is required, and no wildlife habitat 

will be disturbed. Based on environmental assessment results, any environmental issues will be 

ameliorated to ensure the safety of all parkgoers. Throughout the process, the Township of North 

Bergen will comply with all rules and regulations of the New Jersey Department of Environmental 

Protection and/or other regulatory agencies in regards to building, remediation, and environmental 

conservation.  
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Attached, please find the applications for permits required for the completion of 64th Street 

Project. 

 

 

 



















 



 




