


















































































































ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

 

STATE PARKS, FORESTS & HISTORIC SITES 

 

Natural Areas System 

 

Notice of Amendment to the Dryden Kuser Natural Area Management Plan 

 

 
Authority: N.J.S.A. 13:1B-3; 13:1B-15.4 et seq.; 13:1B-15.12a et seq.; and 13:1D-9; and 

N.J.A.C. 7:5A. 

 

 
Take notice, pursuant to the Natural Areas Act at N.J.S.A. 13:1B-15.4 et seq. and the 

Natural Areas System Act at 13:1B-15.12a et seq., and rules governing Natural Areas and the 

Natural Areas System at N.J.A.C. 7:5A-1.8(i), and the recommendation of the Natural Areas 

Council (Council), Shawn LaTourette, Commissioner, Department of Environmental Protection 

(Department), has amended the Dryden Kuser Natural Area Management Plan, adopted on 

January 17, 1995, and last amended on October 16, 1995. 

 
The Dryden Kuser Natural Area encompasses approximately 1,451 acres in Montague 

and Wantage townships, Sussex County, and is located within and administered by High Point 

State Park. The Natural Areas System consists of lands designated as natural areas pursuant to 

the rules governing Natural Areas and the Natural Areas System at N.J.A.C. 7:5A. These lands 

serve as habitat for rare plant or animal species, or both, or ecological communities 

representative of the State or the nation. 

 
The rules governing the Natural Areas System provide guidelines for the preparation and 

amendment of management plans at N.J.A.C. 7:5A-1.8. The primary purposes of a natural area 

management plan are to describe the natural features of the area and prescribe specific long- and 

short-term management techniques and public uses to ensure preservation of the area in 
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accordance with its management objective. The management objective of the Dryden Kuser 

Natural Area is preservation of an inland high elevation Atlantic white cedar swamp, chestnut 

oak forest and associated forest communities, and rare species habitat (N.J.A.C. 7:5A- 

1.13(a)14ii). The management plan for the Dryden Kuser Natural Area was adopted through 

public notice effective January 17, 1995. The Commissioner of the Department of 

Environmental Protection last amended the Dryden Kuser Natural Area Management Plan in 

October of 1995 to allow limited mechanical grooming of cross-country ski trails in the natural 

area. 27 N.J.R. 4014(a) (October 16, 1995). 

At a meeting held on August 24, 2023, the Council voted unanimously in favor of a 

proposal by the NJ State Park Service to amend the Dryden Kuser Natural Area Management 

Plan to allow for artificial snowmaking within the existing footprint of the Cedar Swamp Picnic 

Area only (6.02 acres) from December to February annually as temperature and conditions 

permit and at times when there is not adequate natural snow. The Cedar Swamp Picnic Area is 

maintained by the NJ State Park Service and allows the public use of cross-country skiing in a 

manner that does not impair natural features. By allowing artificial snowmaking in the Cedar 

Swamp Picnic Area the NJ State Park Service provides an opportunity for enhanced public cross- 

country skiing use in this location, as well within other portions of the natural area that are used 

by skiers. There are no known occurrences of endangered or rare plant species within the Cedar 

Swamp Picnic Area. 

The amount of water needed for the snowmaking activities at Dryden Kuser Natural Area 

is less than 100,000 gallons per day and therefore falls under the regulatory threshold of the 

Water Supply Management Act, N.J.S.A. 58:1A. However, as the facility has the capacity to 

divert more than the threshold, a water use registration is necessary.  On December 19, 2019, a 

registration was issued by the Department providing for the diversion of up to 3.1 million gallons 
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per month at a maximum rate of 300 gallons per minute from Marcia Lake under Water Use 

Registration No. 11475W for the purposes of snowmaking.  To date no water has been diverted 

and the registrant is in compliance with all conditions of the registration.  

Amendment of the Dryden Kuser Natural Area Management Plan to allow for artificial 

snowmaking is supported by the Superintendent of High Point State Park, who is responsible for 

administration of the natural area. 

The Dryden Kuser Natural Area Management Plan has been revised to include the 

following: artificial snowmaking within the existing footprint of the Cedar Swamp Picnic Area 

only (6.02 acres) from December to February annually as temperature and conditions permit and 

at times when there is not adequate natural snow. 

This notice is published as a matter of public information. 
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