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NHP File No. 21-3907436-23643 

 

 

       December 21,  2021 

 

David Brizzolara 

HDR, Inc. 

1 International Boulevard, 10th Fl., Suite 1000 

Mahwah, NJ 07495-0027 

 

Re: Ocean Wind Offshore Wind Project 

Upper Township and Ocean City, Cape May County 

 

Dear Mr. Brizzolara: 
 

Thank you for your data request regarding rare species information for the above referenced project site. 

 

Searches of the Natural Heritage Database and the Landscape Project (Version 3.3) are based on a representation of the 

boundaries of your project site in our Geographic Information System (GIS).  We make every effort to accurately transfer 

your project bounds from the map(s) submitted with the Natural Heritage Data Request Form into our GIS. We do not 

typically verify that your project bounds are accurate, or check them against other sources. 

 

We have checked the Landscape Project habitat mapping and the Biotics Database for occurrences of any rare wildlife 

species or wildlife habitat on the referenced site.  The Natural Heritage Database was searched for occurrences of rare plant 

species or ecological communities that may be on the project site.  Please refer to Table 1 (attached) to determine if any rare 

plant species, ecological communities, or rare wildlife species or wildlife habitat are documented on site.  A detailed report 

is provided for each category coded as ‘Yes’ in Table 1. 
 

We have also checked the Landscape Project habitat mapping and Biotics Database for occurrences of rare wildlife species 

or wildlife habitat in the immediate vicinity (within ¼ mile) of the referenced site.  Additionally, the Natural Heritage 

Database was checked for occurrences of rare plant species or ecological communities within ¼ mile of the site.  Please 

refer to Table 2 (attached) to determine if any rare plant species, ecological communities, or rare wildlife species or wildlife 

habitat are documented within the immediate vicinity of the site.  Detailed reports are provided for all categories coded as 

‘Yes’ in Table 2.  These reports may include species that have also been documented on the project site. 
 

We have also checked the Landscape Project habitat mapping and Biotics Database for all occurrences of rare wildlife 

species or wildlife habitat within one mile of the referenced site.  Please refer to Table 3 (attached) to determine if any rare 

wildlife species or wildlife habitat is documented within one mile of the project site.  Detailed reports are provided for each 

category coded as ‘Yes’ in Table 3.  These reports may include species that have also been documented on the project site.   

 

For requests submitted in order to make a riparian zone width determination as part of a Flood Hazard Area Control Act 

(FHACA) rule application, we report records for all rare plant species and ecological communities tracked by the Natural 

Heritage Program that may be on, or in the immediate vicinity of, your project site.  A subset of these plant species is also 

covered by the FHACA rules when the records are located within one mile of the project site.  One mile searches for 

FHACA plant species will only report precisely located occurrences for those wetland plant species identified under the 

FHACA regulations as being critically dependent on the watercourse.  Please refer to Table 3 (attached) to determine if any 

precisely located rare wetland plant species covered by the FHACA rules have been documented.  Detailed reports are 

provided for each category coded as ‘Yes’ in Table 3.  These reports may include species that have also been documented 
on, or in the immediate vicinity of, the project site.   
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The Natural Heritage Program reviews its data periodically to identify priority sites for natural diversity in the State.  

Included as priority sites are some of the State’s best habitats for rare and endangered species and ecological communities.  
Please refer to Tables 1, 2 and 3 (attached) to determine if any priority sites are located on, in the immediate vicinity, or 

within one mile of the project site. 

 

A list of rare plant species and ecological communities that have been documented from the county (or counties), 

referenced above, can be downloaded from http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/natural/heritage/countylist.html. If 

suitable habitat is present at the project site, the species in that list have potential to be present.   

 

Status and rank codes used in the tables and lists are defined in EXPLANATION OF CODES USED IN NATURAL HERITAGE 

REPORTS, which can be downloaded from http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/natural/heritage/nhpcodes_2010.pdf.  

 

Beginning May 9, 2017, the Natural Heritage Program reports for wildlife species will utilize data from Landscape Project 

Version 3.3. If you have questions concerning the wildlife records or wildlife species mentioned in this response, we 

recommend that you visit the interactive web application at the following URL, 

https://njdep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0e6a44098c524ed99bf739953cb4d4c7, or contact the 

Division of Fish and Wildlife, Endangered and Nongame Species Program at (609) 292-9400. 

 

For additional information regarding any Federally listed plant or animal species, please contact the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

Service, New Jersey Field Office at http://www.fws.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice/endangered/consultation.html. 

 

PLEASE SEE ‘CAUTIONS AND RESTRICTIONS ON NHP DATA’, which can be downloaded from 
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/natural/heritage/newcaution2008.pdf. 

 

Thank you for consulting the Natural Heritage Program.  The attached invoice details the payment due for processing this 

data request.  Feel free to contact us again regarding any future data requests. 
 

 

Sincerely, 
 

                    
 

Robert J. Cartica  

Administrator  

 

c: NHP File No. 21-3907436-23643 

 



Table 1: On Site Data Request Search Results (6 Possible Reports)

1. Possibly on Project Site Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database: 

Rare Plant Species and Ecological Communities Currently Recorded in the 

New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Yes

2. Natural Heritage Priority Sites On Site No

3. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the Project Site Based on 

Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Yes

4. Vernal Pool Habitat on the Project Site Based on Search of Landscape 

Project 3.3

No

5. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the Project Site Based on 

Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Stream Habitat File

No

6. Other Animal Species On the Project Site Based on Additional Species 

Tracked by Endangered and Nongame Species Program
Yes

1 page(s) included

3 page(s) included

0 pages included

Report Name Included Number of Pages 

0 pages included

0 pages included

1 page(s) included
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Scientific Name Common Name Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Regional

Status

Grank Srank Identified Last

Observed

Location

Possibly on Project Site Based on Search of

Natural Heritage Database: Rare Plant Species and 

Ecological Communities Currently Recorded in the

New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Vascular Plants

Oenothera humifusa Sea-beach Evening-

primrose

HL G5 S2 Y 2010-08-23 1935: 9th Street and boardwalk, Ocean 

City.  2001: Located between 49th St. 

and 57th St.  2002: Located between 

27th Street and 52nd Street.  2010: 

Located between 57th St. at the 

southern end of Ocean City and Wesley 

Rd. access at the northern end of the 

island, Ocean City, Cape May County.

Total number of records: 1
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Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank SrankClass

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the

Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Aves

American Oystercatcher Nesting AreaHaematopus palliatus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

American Oystercatcher Non-breeding 

Concentration

Haematopus palliatus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Bald Eagle ForagingHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State Endangered G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle NestHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State Endangered G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle WinteringHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

3 NA State Threatened G5 S1B,S2N

Black Skimmer ForagingRynchops niger 4 NA State Endangered G5 S1B,S1N

Black-crowned Night-

heron

ForagingNycticorax nycticorax 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Cattle Egret ForagingBubulcus ibis 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Common Tern ForagingSterna hirundo 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Glossy Ibis ForagingPlegadis falcinellus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Great Blue Heron ForagingArdea herodias 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Gull-billed Tern ForagingGelochelidon nilotica 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N
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Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank SrankClass

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the

Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Gull-billed Tern Nesting ColonyGelochelidon nilotica 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Least Tern ForagingSternula antillarum 4 NA State Endangered G4 S1B,S1N

Least Tern Nesting ColonySternula antillarum 4 NA State Endangered G4 S1B,S1N

Little Blue Heron ForagingEgretta caerulea 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Northern Harrier Breeding SightingCircus cyaneus 4 NA State Endangered G5 S1B,S3N

Osprey ForagingPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Osprey NestPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Peregrine Falcon NestFalco peregrinus 4 NA State Endangered G4 S1B,S3N

Snowy Egret ForagingEgretta thula 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Tricolored Heron ForagingEgretta tricolor 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Yellow-crowned Night-

heron

ForagingNyctanassa violacea 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Mammalia

Fin Whale Live Individual 

Sighting

Balaenoptera physalus 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G3G4 S1

Humpback Whale Live Individual 

Sighting

Megaptera 

novaeangliae

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G4 S1
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Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank SrankClass

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the

Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

North Atlantic Right 

Whale

Live Individual 

Sighting

Eubalaena glacialis 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G1 S1

Osteichthyes

Atlantic Sturgeon Migration Corridor - 

Adult Sighting

Acipenser oxyrinchus 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G3 S1

Reptilia

Atlantic Leatherback Occupied HabitatDermochelys coriacea 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G2 S1

Atlantic Loggerhead Occupied HabitatCaretta caretta 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State Endangered G3 S1

Kemp's or Atlantic 

Ridley

Occupied HabitatLepidochelys kempii 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G1 S1
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Common NameScientific Name Federal Protection Status State Protection Status Grank Srank

Other Animal Species

On the Project Site Based on 

Additional Species Tracked by 

Endangered and Nongame Species Program

Vertebrate Animals

Malaclemys terrapin terrapin Northern Diamondback Terrapin G4T4Q S3

Tursiops truncatus Bottlenose Dolphin G5 S3

Total number of records: 2

Invertebrate Animals

Cicindela dorsalis media Southeastern Beach Tiger Beetle G3G4T3T4 S1S2

Total number of records: 1
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Table 2: Vicinity Data Request Search Results (6 possible reports)

1. Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of Natural 

Heritage Database: Rare Plant Species and Ecological Communities 

Currently Recorded in the New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Yes

2. Natural Heritage Priority Sites within the Immediate Vicinity No

3. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the Immediate 

Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 

Species Based Patches

Yes

4. Vernal Pool Habitat In the Immediate Vicinity of Project Site Based 

on Search of Landscape Project 3.3

Yes

5. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat In the Immediate Vicinity 

of the Project Site Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Stream 

Habitat File

No

6. Other Animal Species In the Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site 

Based on Additional Species Tracked by Endangered and Nongame 

Species Program

Yes

Report Name Included Number of Pages 

1 page(s) included

3 page(s) included

0 pages included

1 page(s) included

0 pages included

1 page(s) included
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Scientific Name Common Name Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Regional

Status

Grank Srank Identified Last

Observed

Location

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site

Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database 

Rare Plant Species and Ecological Communities Currently Recorded in

the New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Vascular Plants

Seabeach AmaranthAmaranthus pumilus LT E LP, HL G2 S1 Y 2015-07-29 1876: Ocean City. 2001-2011: Located 

in Ocean City, from Seaview Road and 

St. Charles Place south to Corson's Inlet, 

in Cape May County.

Marsh Rattlesnake-masterEryngium aquaticum var. 

aquaticum

HL G4T4 S3 Y 1907-09-14 Near west end [of] road over meadows 

(north side), opposite Ocean City.

Seabeach SandwortHonckenya peploides var. 

robusta

E LP, HL G5T5 S1 Y 1916-07-10 Beach below 34th Street, Ocean City.

Sea-beach Evening-

primrose

Oenothera humifusa HL G5 S2 Y 2010-08-23 1935: 9th Street and boardwalk, Ocean 

City.  2001: Located between 49th St. 

and 57th St.  2002: Located between 

27th Street and 52nd Street.  2010: 

Located between 57th St. at the southern 

end of Ocean City and Wesley Rd. 

access at the northern end of the island, 

Ocean City, Cape May County.

Saltmarsh Alkali GrassPuccinellia fasciculata HL G3G5 S1 Y 1916-10-07 34 Street bridge to Ocean City - 

Marmora.

Large Marsh-pinkSabatia dodecandra var. 

dodecandra

HL G5?T4T

5

S2 Y 1907-09-14 Near west end road over meadows (south 

side), opposite Ocean City.

Whorled Nut-rushScleria verticillata E LP, HL G5 S1 Y 1907-09-14 NEAR WEST END OF ROAD OVER 

SALT MEADOWS, S. OF THE ROAD, 

NEAR MAINLAND, OPPOSITE 

OCEAN CITY.

Total number of records: 7
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Class Common Name Feature TypeScientific Name Rank Federal 

Protection Status

State

Protection Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Aves

American 

Oystercatcher

Nesting AreaHaematopus 

palliatus

2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

American 

Oystercatcher

Non-breeding 

Concentration

Haematopus 

palliatus

2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Bald Eagle ForagingHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle NestHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle WinteringHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

3 NA State Threatened G5 S1B,S2N

Barred Owl Breeding SightingStrix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Black Skimmer ForagingRynchops niger 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S1N

Black-crowned Night-

heron

ForagingNycticorax 

nycticorax

3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Cattle Egret ForagingBubulcus ibis 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Common Tern ForagingSterna hirundo 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Glossy Ibis ForagingPlegadis falcinellus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Great Blue Heron ForagingArdea herodias 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Gull-billed Tern ForagingGelochelidon 

nilotica

2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N
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Class Common Name Feature TypeScientific Name Rank Federal 

Protection Status

State

Protection Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Gull-billed Tern Nesting ColonyGelochelidon 

nilotica

2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Least Tern ForagingSternula antillarum 4 NA State 

Endangered

G4 S1B,S1N

Least Tern Nesting ColonySternula antillarum 4 NA State 

Endangered

G4 S1B,S1N

Little Blue Heron ForagingEgretta caerulea 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Northern Harrier Breeding SightingCircus cyaneus 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S3N

Osprey ForagingPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Osprey NestPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Peregrine Falcon NestFalco peregrinus 4 NA State 

Endangered

G4 S1B,S3N

Piping Plover Nesting AreaCharadrius melodus 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State 

Endangered

G3 S1B,S1N

Snowy Egret ForagingEgretta thula 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Tricolored Heron ForagingEgretta tricolor 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Yellow-crowned 

Night-heron

ForagingNyctanassa violacea 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Mammalia

Fin Whale Live Individual 

Sighting

Balaenoptera 

physalus

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G3G4 S1
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Class Common Name Feature TypeScientific Name Rank Federal 

Protection Status

State

Protection Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Humpback Whale Live Individual 

Sighting

Megaptera 

novaeangliae

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G4 S1

North Atlantic Right 

Whale

Live Individual 

Sighting

Eubalaena glacialis 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G1 S1

Osteichthyes

Atlantic Sturgeon Migration Corridor - 

Adult Sighting

Acipenser 

oxyrinchus

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G3 S1

Reptilia

Atlantic Leatherback Occupied HabitatDermochelys 

coriacea

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G2 S1

Atlantic Loggerhead Occupied HabitatCaretta caretta 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State 

Endangered

G3 S1

Kemp's or Atlantic 

Ridley

Occupied HabitatLepidochelys kempii 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G1 S1
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Vernal Pool Habitat Type Vernal Pool Habitat ID

Vernal Pool Habitat

In the Immediate Vicinity of

Project Site Based on Search of 

Landscape Project 3.3

Potential vernal habitat area 119

Total number of records: 1
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Common NameScientific Name Federal Protection Status State Protection Status Grank Srank

Other Animal Species

In the Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on 

Additional Species Tracked by 

Endangered and Nongame Species Program

Vertebrate Animals

Malaclemys terrapin terrapin Northern Diamondback Terrapin G4T4Q S3

Tursiops truncatus Bottlenose Dolphin G5 S3

Total number of records: 2

Invertebrate Animals

Cicindela dorsalis media Southeastern Beach Tiger Beetle G3G4T3T4 S1S2

Total number of records: 1
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Table 3: Within 1 Mile for Riparian Zone Width Determination 

(6 possible reports)

1. Rare Plant Species Occurrences for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination (Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rule 

Appplication) - Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database

No

2. Natural Heritage Priority Sites for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site 
No

3. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Yes

4. Vernal Pool Habitat for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3

Yes

5. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Stream Habitat File

No

6. Other Animal Species for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Additional Species Tracked by 

Endangered and Nongame Species Program

Yes

Report Name Included Number of Pages 

0 pages included

4 page(s) included

0 pages included

1 page(s) included

0 pages included

1 page(s) included
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Aves

American 

Oystercatcher

Nesting AreaHaematopus palliatus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

American 

Oystercatcher

Non-breeding 

Concentration

Haematopus palliatus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Bald Eagle ForagingHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle NestHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle WinteringHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

3 NA State Threatened G5 S1B,S2N

Barred Owl Breeding 

Sighting

Strix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Black Skimmer ForagingRynchops niger 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S1N

Black-crowned 

Night-heron

ForagingNycticorax nycticorax 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Cattle Egret ForagingBubulcus ibis 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Common Tern ForagingSterna hirundo 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Common Tern Nesting 

Colony

Sterna hirundo 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Glossy Ibis ForagingPlegadis falcinellus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Great Blue Heron ForagingArdea herodias 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Gull-billed Tern ForagingGelochelidon nilotica 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Gull-billed Tern Nesting 

Colony

Gelochelidon nilotica 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Least Tern ForagingSternula antillarum 4 NA State 

Endangered

G4 S1B,S1N

Least Tern Nesting 

Colony

Sternula antillarum 4 NA State 

Endangered

G4 S1B,S1N

Little Blue Heron ForagingEgretta caerulea 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Northern Harrier Breeding 

Sighting

Circus cyaneus 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S3N

Osprey ForagingPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Osprey NestPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Peregrine Falcon NestFalco peregrinus 4 NA State 

Endangered

G4 S1B,S3N

Piping Plover Nesting AreaCharadrius melodus 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State 

Endangered

G3 S1B,S1N

Snowy Egret ForagingEgretta thula 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Tricolored Heron ForagingEgretta tricolor 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Wood Thrush Breeding 

Sighting

Hylocichla mustelina 2 NA Special Concern G4 S3B,S4N
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Yellow-crowned 

Night-heron

ForagingNyctanassa violacea 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Mammalia

Fin Whale Live 

Individual 

Sighting

Balaenoptera physalus 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G3G4 S1

Humpback Whale Live 

Individual 

Sighting

Megaptera 

novaeangliae

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G4 S1

North Atlantic Right 

Whale

Live 

Individual 

Sighting

Eubalaena glacialis 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G1 S1

Osteichthyes

Atlantic Sturgeon Migration 

Corridor - 

Adult Sighting

Acipenser oxyrinchus 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G3 S1

Reptilia

Atlantic Leatherback Occupied 

Habitat

Dermochelys coriacea 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G2 S1

Atlantic Loggerhead Occupied 

Habitat

Caretta caretta 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State 

Endangered

G3 S1

Eastern Box Turtle Occupied 

Habitat

Terrapene carolina 

carolina

2 NA Special Concern G5T5 S3
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Kemp's or Atlantic 

Ridley

Occupied 

Habitat

Lepidochelys kempii 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G1 S1
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Vernal Pool Habitat Type Vernal Pool Habitat ID

Vernal Pool Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination 

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3

Vernal habitat area 2649

Potential vernal habitat area 119

Total number of records: 2
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Page 1 of 1

NHP File No.:21-3907436-23643



Common NameScientific Name Federal Protection Status State Protection Status Grank Srank

Other Animal Species for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Additional Species Tracked by 

Endangered and Nongame Species Program

Vertebrate Animals

Malaclemys terrapin terrapin Northern Diamondback Terrapin G4T4Q S3

Tursiops truncatus Bottlenose Dolphin G5 S3

Total number of records: 2

Invertebrate Animals

Callophrys henrici Henry's Elfin G5 S3S4

Cicindela dorsalis media Southeastern Beach Tiger Beetle G3G4T3T4 S1S2

Total number of records: 2

Monday, December 20, 2021
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       December 21,  2021 

 

David Brizzolara 

HDR, Inc. 

1 International Boulevard, 10th Fl., Suite 1000 

Mahwah, NJ 07495-0027 

 

Re: Ocean Wind Offshore Wind Project 

Lacey, Berkeley and Ocean Townships, Ocean County 

 

Dear Mr. Brizzolara: 
 

Thank you for your data request regarding rare species information for the above referenced project site. 

 

Searches of the Natural Heritage Database and the Landscape Project (Version 3.3) are based on a representation of the 

boundaries of your project site in our Geographic Information System (GIS).  We make every effort to accurately transfer 

your project bounds from the map(s) submitted with the Natural Heritage Data Request Form into our GIS. We do not 

typically verify that your project bounds are accurate, or check them against other sources. 

 

We have checked the Landscape Project habitat mapping and the Biotics Database for occurrences of any rare wildlife 

species or wildlife habitat on the referenced site.  The Natural Heritage Database was searched for occurrences of rare plant 

species or ecological communities that may be on the project site.  Please refer to Table 1 (attached) to determine if any rare 

plant species, ecological communities, or rare wildlife species or wildlife habitat are documented on site.  A detailed report 

is provided for each category coded as ‘Yes’ in Table 1. 
 

We have also checked the Landscape Project habitat mapping and Biotics Database for occurrences of rare wildlife species 

or wildlife habitat in the immediate vicinity (within ¼ mile) of the referenced site.  Additionally, the Natural Heritage 

Database was checked for occurrences of rare plant species or ecological communities within ¼ mile of the site.  Please 

refer to Table 2 (attached) to determine if any rare plant species, ecological communities, or rare wildlife species or wildlife 

habitat are documented within the immediate vicinity of the site.  Detailed reports are provided for all categories coded as 

‘Yes’ in Table 2.  These reports may include species that have also been documented on the project site. 
 

We have also checked the Landscape Project habitat mapping and Biotics Database for all occurrences of rare wildlife 

species or wildlife habitat within one mile of the referenced site.  Please refer to Table 3 (attached) to determine if any rare 

wildlife species or wildlife habitat is documented within one mile of the project site.  Detailed reports are provided for each 

category coded as ‘Yes’ in Table 3.  These reports may include species that have also been documented on the project site.   

 

For requests submitted in order to make a riparian zone width determination as part of a Flood Hazard Area Control Act 

(FHACA) rule application, we report records for all rare plant species and ecological communities tracked by the Natural 

Heritage Program that may be on, or in the immediate vicinity of, your project site.  A subset of these plant species is also 

covered by the FHACA rules when the records are located within one mile of the project site.  One mile searches for 

FHACA plant species will only report precisely located occurrences for those wetland plant species identified under the 

FHACA regulations as being critically dependent on the watercourse.  Please refer to Table 3 (attached) to determine if any 

precisely located rare wetland plant species covered by the FHACA rules have been documented.  Detailed reports are 

provided for each category coded as ‘Yes’ in Table 3.  These reports may include species that have also been documented 
on, or in the immediate vicinity of, the project site.   

 

 
MAIL CODE 501-04  

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

DIVISION OF PARKS & FORESTRY 

PHILIP D. MURPHY                                                                         NEW JERSEY FOREST SERVICE                 SHAWN M. LATOURETTE 
Governor                                                                      OFFICE OF NATURAL LANDS MANAGEMENT                                                              Commissioner 

P.O. BOX 420 

SHEILA Y. OLIVER                                      TRENTON, NJ 08625-0420 
Lt. Governor                                                                          Tel. (609) 984-1339 Fax (609) 984-0427 
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The Natural Heritage Program reviews its data periodically to identify priority sites for natural diversity in the State.  

Included as priority sites are some of the State’s best habitats for rare and endangered species and ecological communities.  
Please refer to Tables 1, 2 and 3 (attached) to determine if any priority sites are located on, in the immediate vicinity, or 

within one mile of the project site. 

 

A list of rare plant species and ecological communities that have been documented from the county (or counties), 

referenced above, can be downloaded from http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/natural/heritage/countylist.html. If 

suitable habitat is present at the project site, the species in that list have potential to be present.   

 

Status and rank codes used in the tables and lists are defined in EXPLANATION OF CODES USED IN NATURAL HERITAGE 

REPORTS, which can be downloaded from http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/natural/heritage/nhpcodes_2010.pdf.  

 

Beginning May 9, 2017, the Natural Heritage Program reports for wildlife species will utilize data from Landscape Project 

Version 3.3. If you have questions concerning the wildlife records or wildlife species mentioned in this response, we 

recommend that you visit the interactive web application at the following URL, 

https://njdep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0e6a44098c524ed99bf739953cb4d4c7, or contact the 

Division of Fish and Wildlife, Endangered and Nongame Species Program at (609) 292-9400. 

 

For additional information regarding any Federally listed plant or animal species, please contact the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

Service, New Jersey Field Office at http://www.fws.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice/endangered/consultation.html. 

 

PLEASE SEE ‘CAUTIONS AND RESTRICTIONS ON NHP DATA’, which can be downloaded from 
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/natural/heritage/newcaution2008.pdf. 

 

Thank you for consulting the Natural Heritage Program.  The attached invoice details the payment due for processing this 

data request.  Feel free to contact us again regarding any future data requests. 
 

 

Sincerely, 
 

                    
 

Robert J. Cartica  

Administrator  

 

c: NHP File No. 21-3907472-23642 

 



Table 1: On Site Data Request Search Results (6 Possible Reports)

1. Possibly on Project Site Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database: 

Rare Plant Species and Ecological Communities Currently Recorded in the 

New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Yes

2. Natural Heritage Priority Sites On Site Yes

3. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the Project Site Based on 

Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Yes

4. Vernal Pool Habitat on the Project Site Based on Search of Landscape 

Project 3.3

Yes

5. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the Project Site Based on 

Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Stream Habitat File

No

6. Other Animal Species On the Project Site Based on Additional Species 

Tracked by Endangered and Nongame Species Program
Yes

1 page(s) included

4 page(s) included

See emailed attachments

Report Name Included Number of Pages 

1 page(s) included

0 pages included

1 page(s) included
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Scientific Name Common Name Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Regional

Status

Grank Srank Identified Last

Observed

Location

Possibly on Project Site Based on Search of

Natural Heritage Database: Rare Plant Species and 

Ecological Communities Currently Recorded in the

New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Vascular Plants

Carex silicea Seabeach Sedge HL G5 S3 Y 2011-07-21 2011: Roadside swale in dunes, ca. 0.3 

km S of park headquarters.[Located 3.9 

miles south of entrance to Park, in 

Berkeley Township, Ocean County].

Rhynchospora pallida Pale Beaked-rush HL G3 S3 Y 1995-09-04 Approx. 0.75 miles northwest from the 

bridge over Oyster Creek (Route 9); 

approx. 1.7 miles southwest from the 

intersection of Lacey Road and Route 9 

in Forked River.

Total number of records: 2

Terrestrial Community - Other Classification

Coastal Dune WoodlandCoastal dune woodland G2G3 S1 198?-??-?? Island Beach State Park. Approximately 

9.5 miles of barrier island south of 

Seaside Park.

Total number of records: 1
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Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank SrankClass

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the

Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Amphibia

Pine Barrens Treefrog Breeding SightingHyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Pine Barrens Treefrog Occupied HabitatHyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Pine Barrens Treefrog Vernal Pool BreedingHyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Aves

American Oystercatcher Nesting AreaHaematopus palliatus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Bald Eagle ForagingHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State Endangered G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle NestHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State Endangered G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle WinteringHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

3 NA State Threatened G5 S1B,S2N

Barred Owl Breeding SightingStrix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Barred Owl Non-breeding SightingStrix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Black Skimmer ForagingRynchops niger 4 NA State Endangered G5 S1B,S1N

Black-crowned Night-

heron

ForagingNycticorax nycticorax 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Common Tern ForagingSterna hirundo 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N
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Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank SrankClass

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the

Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Glossy Ibis ForagingPlegadis falcinellus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Grasshopper Sparrow Breeding SightingAmmodramus 

savannarum

3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Least Tern ForagingSternula antillarum 4 NA State Endangered G4 S1B,S1N

Little Blue Heron ForagingEgretta caerulea 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Northern Harrier Breeding SightingCircus cyaneus 4 NA State Endangered G5 S1B,S3N

Osprey ForagingPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Osprey NestPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Roseate Tern ForagingSterna dougallii 

dougallii

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G4T3 S1B,S1N

Snowy Egret ForagingEgretta thula 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Tricolored Heron ForagingEgretta tricolor 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Yellow-crowned Night-

heron

ForagingNyctanassa violacea 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Insecta

Dotted Skipper Casual FlybyHesperia attalus 

slossonae

2 NA Special Concern G3G4T3 S3

Mammalia
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Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank SrankClass

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the

Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Fin Whale Live Individual 

Sighting

Balaenoptera physalus 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G3G4 S1

Humpback Whale Foraging AreaMegaptera 

novaeangliae

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G4 S1

Humpback Whale Live Individual 

Sighting

Megaptera 

novaeangliae

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G4 S1

North Atlantic Right 

Whale

Live Individual 

Sighting

Eubalaena glacialis 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G1 S1

Reptilia

Atlantic Green Turtle Occupied HabitatChelonia mydas 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State Threatened G3 S1

Atlantic Leatherback Occupied HabitatDermochelys coriacea 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G2 S1

Atlantic Loggerhead Occupied HabitatCaretta caretta 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State Endangered G3 S1

Eastern Box Turtle Occupied HabitatTerrapene carolina 

carolina

2 NA Special Concern G5T5 S3

Kemp's or Atlantic 

Ridley

Occupied HabitatLepidochelys kempii 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G1 S1
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Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank SrankClass

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the

Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Northern Pine Snake Occupied HabitatPituophis 

melanoleucus 

melanoleucus

3 NA State Threatened G4T4 S2

Spotted Turtle Occupied HabitatClemmys guttata 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3
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Vernal Pool Habitat Type Vernal Pool Habitat ID

Vernal Pool Habitat on the 

Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3

Potential vernal habitat area 1019

Potential vernal habitat area 1069

Total number of records: 2
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Common NameScientific Name Federal Protection Status State Protection Status Grank Srank

Other Animal Species

On the Project Site Based on 

Additional Species Tracked by 

Endangered and Nongame Species Program

Vertebrate Animals

Malaclemys terrapin terrapin Northern Diamondback Terrapin G4T4Q S3

Phocoena phocoena Harbor Porpoise G4G5 S3

Tursiops truncatus Bottlenose Dolphin G5 S3

Total number of records: 3
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Table 2: Vicinity Data Request Search Results (6 possible reports)

1. Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of Natural 

Heritage Database: Rare Plant Species and Ecological Communities 

Currently Recorded in the New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Yes

2. Natural Heritage Priority Sites within the Immediate Vicinity Yes

3. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the Immediate 

Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 

Species Based Patches

Yes

4. Vernal Pool Habitat In the Immediate Vicinity of Project Site Based 

on Search of Landscape Project 3.3

Yes

5. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat In the Immediate Vicinity 

of the Project Site Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Stream 

Habitat File

No

6. Other Animal Species In the Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site 

Based on Additional Species Tracked by Endangered and Nongame 

Species Program

Yes

Report Name Included Number of Pages 

2 page(s) included

3 page(s) included

See emailed attachments

1 page(s) included

0 pages included

1 page(s) included
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Scientific Name Common Name Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Regional

Status

Grank Srank Identified Last

Observed

Location

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site

Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database 

Rare Plant Species and Ecological Communities Currently Recorded in

the New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Vascular Plants

Pine Barren BonesetEupatorium resinosum E LP, HL G3 S2 Y 1993-08-?? East side of Route 9 just north of Bay 

Parkway. In recovering cranberry bog on 

south bank of Oyster Creek.

New Jersey RushJuncus caesariensis E LP, HL G2G3 S2 Y 1922-09-?? OYSTER CREEK ALONG 

TUCKERTON RR, NW [OF] 

WARETOWN.

Awned Mountain-mintPycnanthemum setosum HL G4 S3 Y 1993-00-00 South of Orlando Drive and north of 

Oyster Creek, Lacey Twp.

Awned Mountain-mintPycnanthemum setosum HL G4 S3 Y 1993-00-00 Sands Harbor Point, northernmost tip, 

north of Bay Parkway.

Awned Mountain-mintPycnanthemum setosum HL G4 S3 Y 1993-00-00 West of Cable Road and east of Dock 

Road and a small embankment of Oyster 

Creek.

Awned Mountain-mintPycnanthemum setosum HL G4 S3 Y 1993-??-?? East side of Route 9, just north of Bay 

Parkway, south of Oyster Creek.

Pale Beaked-rushRhynchospora pallida HL G3 S3 Y 1995-09-04 Approx. 0.75 miles northwest from the 

bridge over Oyster Creek (Route 9); 

approx. 1.7 miles southwest from the 

intersection of Lacey Road and Route 9 

in Forked River.

Curly Grass FernSchizaea pusilla LP, HL G3G4 S3 Y 1915-07-10 CEDAR SWAMP ALONG SOUTH 

BRANCH OF FORKED RIVER SW OF 

FORKED RIVER.

Curly Grass FernSchizaea pusilla LP, HL G3G4 S3 Y 1915-07-10 BY OYSTER CREEK NW ALONG 

TUCKERTON RR FROM 

WARETOWN.
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Scientific Name Common Name Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Regional

Status

Grank Srank Identified Last

Observed

Location

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site

Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database 

Rare Plant Species and Ecological Communities Currently Recorded in

the New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Curly Grass FernSchizaea pusilla LP, HL G3G4 S3 Y 1995-09-04 Approx. 0.75 miles northwest from the 

bridge over Oyster Creek (Route 9); 1.7 

miles southwest from intersection of 

Lacey Road and Route 9 in Forked River.

Pine Barren BellwortUvularia puberula var. nitida E LP, HL G5T3 S2 Y 1995-07-02 Located 0.1 mile south of Oyster Creek, 

1 mile northwest of intersection of Route 

9 and Lighthouse Drive, 1.5 mile 

northwest of intersection of Garden State 

Parkway and Wells Mill Road, in Ocean 

Township (Ocean County).

Total number of records: 11

Terrestrial Community - Other Classification

Coastal Dune WoodlandCoastal dune woodland G2G3 S1 198?-??-?? Island Beach State Park. Approximately 

9.5 miles of barrier island south of 

Seaside Park.

Total number of records: 1
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Class Common Name Feature TypeScientific Name Rank Federal 

Protection Status

State

Protection Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Amphibia

Pine Barrens Treefrog Breeding SightingHyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Pine Barrens Treefrog Occupied HabitatHyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Pine Barrens Treefrog Vernal Pool BreedingHyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Aves

American 

Oystercatcher

Nesting AreaHaematopus 

palliatus

2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Bald Eagle ForagingHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle NestHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle WinteringHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

3 NA State Threatened G5 S1B,S2N

Barred Owl Breeding SightingStrix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Barred Owl Non-breeding 

Sighting

Strix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Black Skimmer ForagingRynchops niger 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S1N

Black-crowned Night-

heron

ForagingNycticorax 

nycticorax

3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Common Tern ForagingSterna hirundo 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Cooper's Hawk Breeding SightingAccipiter cooperii 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N
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Class Common Name Feature TypeScientific Name Rank Federal 

Protection Status

State

Protection Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Cooper's Hawk NestAccipiter cooperii 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Glossy Ibis ForagingPlegadis falcinellus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Grasshopper Sparrow Breeding SightingAmmodramus 

savannarum

3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Least Tern ForagingSternula antillarum 4 NA State 

Endangered

G4 S1B,S1N

Little Blue Heron ForagingEgretta caerulea 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Northern Harrier Breeding SightingCircus cyaneus 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S3N

Osprey ForagingPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Osprey NestPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Roseate Tern ForagingSterna dougallii 

dougallii

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G4T3 S1B,S1N

Snowy Egret ForagingEgretta thula 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Tricolored Heron ForagingEgretta tricolor 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Yellow-crowned 

Night-heron

ForagingNyctanassa violacea 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Insecta

Dotted Skipper Casual FlybyHesperia attalus 

slossonae

2 NA Special Concern G3G4T3 S3

Georgia Satyr Casual FlybyNeonympha helicta 2 NA Special Concern G3G4 S3

Mammalia
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Class Common Name Feature TypeScientific Name Rank Federal 

Protection Status

State

Protection Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Fin Whale Live Individual 

Sighting

Balaenoptera 

physalus

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G3G4 S1

Humpback Whale Foraging AreaMegaptera 

novaeangliae

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G4 S1

Humpback Whale Live Individual 

Sighting

Megaptera 

novaeangliae

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G4 S1

North Atlantic Right 

Whale

Live Individual 

Sighting

Eubalaena glacialis 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G1 S1

Reptilia

Atlantic Green Turtle Occupied HabitatChelonia mydas 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State Threatened G3 S1

Atlantic Leatherback Occupied HabitatDermochelys 

coriacea

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G2 S1

Atlantic Loggerhead Occupied HabitatCaretta caretta 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State 

Endangered

G3 S1

Eastern Box Turtle Occupied HabitatTerrapene carolina 

carolina

2 NA Special Concern G5T5 S3

Kemp's or Atlantic 

Ridley

Occupied HabitatLepidochelys kempii 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G1 S1

Northern Pine Snake Occupied HabitatPituophis 

melanoleucus 

melanoleucus

3 NA State Threatened G4T4 S2

Spotted Turtle Occupied HabitatClemmys guttata 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3
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Vernal Pool Habitat Type Vernal Pool Habitat ID

Vernal Pool Habitat

In the Immediate Vicinity of

Project Site Based on Search of 

Landscape Project 3.3

Potential vernal habitat area 1019

Potential vernal habitat area 1059

Potential vernal habitat area 1069

Potential vernal habitat area 1086

Total number of records: 4
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Common NameScientific Name Federal Protection Status State Protection Status Grank Srank

Other Animal Species

In the Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on 

Additional Species Tracked by 

Endangered and Nongame Species Program

Vertebrate Animals

Phocoena phocoena Harbor Porpoise G4G5 S3

Tursiops truncatus Bottlenose Dolphin G5 S3

Total number of records: 2
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Table 3: Within 1 Mile for Riparian Zone Width Determination 

(6 possible reports)

1. Rare Plant Species Occurrences for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination (Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rule 

Appplication) - Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database

Yes

2. Natural Heritage Priority Sites for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site 
Yes

3. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Yes

4. Vernal Pool Habitat for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3

Yes

5. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Stream Habitat File

No

6. Other Animal Species for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Additional Species Tracked by 

Endangered and Nongame Species Program

Yes

Report Name Included Number of Pages 

1 page(s) included

5 page(s) included

See emailed attachments

1 page(s) included

0 pages included

1 page(s) included

Monday, December 20, 2021

Page 1 of 1

NHP File No.: 21-3907472-23642



Scientific Name Common Name Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Regional

Status

Grank Srank Identified Last

Observed

Rare Plant Species Occurrences for Riparian Zone Width Determination 

(Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rule Appplication) 

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database

Vascular Plants

New Jersey RushJuncus caesariensis E LP, HL G2G3 S2 Y 1985-10-05

New Jersey RushJuncus caesariensis E LP, HL G2G3 S2 Y 1998-09-30

Bog AsphodelNarthecium americanum E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 2010-07-30

Bog AsphodelNarthecium americanum E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 2010-08-19

Bog AsphodelNarthecium americanum E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 2010-07-30

Knieskern's Beaked-rushRhynchospora knieskernii LT E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 2008-08-01

Knieskern's Beaked-rushRhynchospora knieskernii LT E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 2000-06-14

Knieskern's Beaked-rushRhynchospora knieskernii LT E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 1999-09-30

Knieskern's Beaked-rushRhynchospora knieskernii LT E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 1999-09-24

Saltmarsh BulrushSchoenoplectus maritimus E LP, HL G5 S1 Y 2012-08-09

Pine Barren BellwortUvularia puberula var. 

nitida

E LP, HL G5T3 S2 Y 1995-07-02

Total number of records: 11
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Amphibia

Pine Barrens 

Treefrog

Breeding 

Sighting

Hyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Pine Barrens 

Treefrog

Occupied 

Habitat

Hyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Pine Barrens 

Treefrog

Vernal Pool 

Breeding

Hyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Aves

American 

Oystercatcher

Nesting AreaHaematopus palliatus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Bald Eagle ForagingHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle NestHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle WinteringHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

3 NA State Threatened G5 S1B,S2N

Barred Owl Breeding 

Sighting

Strix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Barred Owl Non-breeding 

Sighting

Strix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Black Skimmer ForagingRynchops niger 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S1N

Monday, December 20, 2021
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Black-crowned 

Night-heron

ForagingNycticorax nycticorax 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Black-throated Blue 

Warbler

Breeding 

Sighting

Dendroica 

caerulescens

2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Black-throated 

Green Warbler

Breeding 

Sighting

Dendroica virens 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Common Tern ForagingSterna hirundo 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Cooper's Hawk Breeding 

Sighting

Accipiter cooperii 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Cooper's Hawk NestAccipiter cooperii 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Glossy Ibis ForagingPlegadis falcinellus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Grasshopper 

Sparrow

Breeding 

Sighting

Ammodramus 

savannarum

3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Least Tern ForagingSternula antillarum 4 NA State 

Endangered

G4 S1B,S1N

Little Blue Heron ForagingEgretta caerulea 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Northern Harrier Breeding 

Sighting

Circus cyaneus 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S3N

Northern Parula Breeding 

Sighting

Parula americana 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Osprey ForagingPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Monday, December 20, 2021
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Osprey NestPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Peregrine Falcon NestFalco peregrinus 4 NA State 

Endangered

G4 S1B,S3N

Roseate Tern ForagingSterna dougallii 

dougallii

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G4T3 S1B,S1N

Snowy Egret ForagingEgretta thula 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Tricolored Heron ForagingEgretta tricolor 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Veery Breeding 

Sighting

Catharus fuscescens 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Worm-eating 

Warbler

Breeding 

Sighting

Helmitheros 

vermivorum

2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Yellow-crowned 

Night-heron

ForagingNyctanassa violacea 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Insecta

Dotted Skipper Casual FlybyHesperia attalus 

slossonae

2 NA Special Concern G3G4T3 S3

Georgia Satyr Casual FlybyNeonympha helicta 2 NA Special Concern G3G4 S3

Mammalia

Bobcat On RoadLynx rufus 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S2

Monday, December 20, 2021
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Fin Whale Live 

Individual 

Sighting

Balaenoptera physalus 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G3G4 S1

Humpback Whale Foraging AreaMegaptera 

novaeangliae

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G4 S1

Humpback Whale Live 

Individual 

Sighting

Megaptera 

novaeangliae

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G4 S1

North Atlantic Right 

Whale

Live 

Individual 

Sighting

Eubalaena glacialis 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G1 S1

Reptilia

Atlantic Green 

Turtle

Occupied 

Habitat

Chelonia mydas 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State Threatened G3 S1

Atlantic Leatherback Occupied 

Habitat

Dermochelys coriacea 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G2 S1

Atlantic Loggerhead Occupied 

Habitat

Caretta caretta 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State 

Endangered

G3 S1

Eastern Box Turtle Occupied 

Habitat

Terrapene carolina 

carolina

2 NA Special Concern G5T5 S3

Kemp's or Atlantic 

Ridley

Occupied 

Habitat

Lepidochelys kempii 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G1 S1
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Northern Pine Snake Occupied 

Habitat

Pituophis 

melanoleucus 

melanoleucus

3 NA State Threatened G4T4 S2

Spotted Turtle Occupied 

Habitat

Clemmys guttata 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3

Timber Rattlesnake Occupied 

Habitat

Crotalus horridus 

horridus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G4T4 S1

Monday, December 20, 2021
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Vernal Pool Habitat Type Vernal Pool Habitat ID

Vernal Pool Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination 

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3

Potential vernal habitat area 1006

Potential vernal habitat area 1019

Potential vernal habitat area 1024

Potential vernal habitat area 1059

Potential vernal habitat area 1069

Potential vernal habitat area 1086

Potential vernal habitat area 1096

Total number of records: 7
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Common NameScientific Name Federal Protection Status State Protection Status Grank Srank

Other Animal Species for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Additional Species Tracked by 

Endangered and Nongame Species Program

Vertebrate Animals

Phocoena phocoena Harbor Porpoise G4G5 S3

Tursiops truncatus Bottlenose Dolphin G5 S3

Total number of records: 2
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hdrinc.com  

 1 International Boulevard, 10th Floor, Suite 1000, Mahwah, NJ  07495-0027 
(201) 335-9300 

 

November 29, 2021 
 
State of New Jersey - Department of Environmental Protection 
The New Jersey Natural Heritage Program 
DEP - Office of Natural Lands Management 
Mail Code 501-04 
501 E. State Street 
Station Plaza #5, 4th Floor 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420 
Phone No.: (609) 984-1339 
Fax No.: (609) 984-1427 
natlands@dep.nj.gov 
 
RE: Updated file search for threatened/endangered species within Ocean Wind Offshore 
Wind Project Areas for portions of an offshore wind farm project within State Jurisdiction 
Ocean and Lacey Township – Ocean County  
 
To whom this may concern, 
 
On behalf of Ocean Wind LLC (Ocean Wind), a subsidiary of Ørsted Wind Power North America 
LLC (Ørsted), HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) requests an updated file search on any available 
data for significant habitat, threatened, endangered and/or species of special concern in the 
Ocean Wind project area (Project; Figure 1).  A previous request was sent to this office and 
received a response letter on March 25, 2021 (NHP File No. 21-3907436-21617). The potential 
onshore substation is located in Lacey Township, Ocean County, New Jersey. The proposed 
export cable corridor extends from the State’s 3 nautical mile line to onshore locations in Ocean 
Township and Lacey Township in Ocean County (Figures 2 and 3). As the previous request 
included two substation and export cable locations, HDR is submitting this request for one 
substation and export cable location. 
 
Ocean Wind is developing the Project to generate renewable power off the coast of New Jersey 
and transfer the electricity to load centers within New Jersey and the Mid-Atlantic region. Ocean 
Wind intends to develop, build, operate, and own a utility-scale offshore wind farm located 
approximately 15 miles off the of the coast of New Jersey within the OCS-A 0498 Lease Area 
(Figure 1). The Project will include turbines and infrastructure required to transmit power 
generated by the turbines to the existing electrical grid in New Jersey. Two grid connections will 
be made at BL England and Oyster Creek. The export cable corridor will likely target onshore 
existing disturbed areas to minimize impacts to the environment and the community. Results of 
this request will be used to inform the proper Division of Land Resource Protection (DLRP) 
permits, as well as permit application development, project design, and to assist in developing 
field surveys for the proposed work.   
 
If you have any questions, or need any further information about this proposed project, do not 
hesitate to contact me at (201) 335-9341 or at David.Brizzolara@hdrinc.com.  Results of this 
request will be used to support environmental surveys and permits for the project. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
David Brizzolara 
Environmental Scientist, PWS 
 
 
Cc// 
Pilar Patterson, Ørsted 
Katharine Perry, Ørsted 
John Duschang, HDR 



 

 

Sarah Zappala, HDR 
Deidra Valianti, HDR 



State of New Jersey  
Department o f  Environmental Protection 

Natural Heritage Data Request Form 
The New Jersey Natural Heritage Program - Office of Natural Lands Management 

Mail Code 501-04, P.O. Box 420, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420 
Phone: (609) 984-1339; Fax: (609) 984-1427 

Please print clearly. All sections are required. 

1. Name: __________________________________ Agency/Company: _______________________________ 

Billing Address: ______________________________  City, State, Zip: _____________________________ 

Phone:  E-mail:

2. Project Name &/or Project Address: ___________________________________________________________________

Municipality(ies): _____________________________  County(ies): ________________________________ 

Block(s):  _____________________________  Lot(s): ____________________________________ 

Coordinates (NAD 1983 State Plane feet [6 digits] or Lat/Long): 

E(x) / Longitude:    N(y) / Latitude: 

3. Project Description:  _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Mapping
Information:

Please provide a map showing the project boundary (e.g., USGS quad, aerial imagery, street map, tax 
or parcel map with block and lot, etc.). Responses will be delayed if site locations are not clearly 
delineated. Alternatively, you may submit electronic GIS data (e.g., shapefile, geodatabase, 
*.kml/kmz, etc.) by attaching it to your email submittal. 

Site Location Map Included:                     Yes  No 

Electronic GIS Data Files Included:    Yes    No 

USGS quad name (if known):      

5. Riparian Zone or
FHACA

Is this request submitted as part of a Riparian Zone width determination  Yes  No 
(e.g., Flood Hazard Area Control Act application N.J.A.C. 7:13)? 

6. Acknowledgement
& Signature

Any material supplied by the Office of Natural Lands Management will not be published without 
crediting the Natural Heritage Database as the source of the material. It is understood that there will 
be a charge of $70.00 per hour for the services requested. An invoice will be sent with the request 
response. Please pay by check or money order (credit card not accepted) payable to: 
“DEP – Office of Natural Lands Management” (please do not reference “NJ State Treasury”). 

Signed:  Date: 

Time Frame for Response: 
Data requests are processed in the order in which they are received; PLEASE ALLOW AT LEAST 30 DAYS FOR A RESPONSE. 
All responses will be emailed to the address provided above unless other arrangements are specifically requested.  

Please Submit Completed Forms And Attachments To The Following Email Address:  NATLANDS@DEP.NJ.GOV .  You may also fax your 
data request to: (609) 984-1427. If you would like to send in your data request via regular mail, please use the following address: 

NJDEP Office of Natural Lands Management 
Mail Code 501-04, PO Box 420 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0420 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

Item Code:  REG____ ST ____ NC ____   Hrs: 

Project Code:    _____________   ______________________  Inv. #:  Revised March 2021 21 -  

mailto:natlands@dep.nj.gov
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Figure 1. Project Overview.
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Figure 2. Oyster Creek Interconnection Point.
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Frequently Asked Questions About The 

Natural Heritage Priority Sites GIS File 
 

What are Natural Heritage Priority Sites? 
Through its Natural Heritage Database, the Office of 

Natural Lands Management (ONLM) identifies 

critically important areas to conserve New Jersey’s 

biological diversity, with particular emphasis on rare 

plant species and ecological communities.  The 

database provides detailed information on rare species 

and ecological communities to planners, developers, 

and conservation agencies for use in resource 

management, environmental impact assessment, and 

both public and private land protection efforts.   

 

Using the database, ONLM has identified 343 Natural 

Heritage Priority Sites, representing some of the best 

remaining habitat for rare species and rare ecological 

communities in the state.  Although the primary focus 

of these sites is rare plant species and ecological 

communities, the DEP Endangered and Nongame 

Species Program also provided key information and 

assisted with the delineation of a number of the sites 

that encompass significant habitats for rare animals.   

These areas should be considered to be top priorities 

for the preservation of biological diversity in New 

Jersey.  If these sites become degraded or destroyed, 

we may lose some of the unique components of our 

natural heritage. 

 

How are Natural Heritage Priority Sites used 

in conservation of biological diversity? 
Natural Heritage Priority Site maps are used by 

individuals and agencies concerned with the 

protection and management of land.  The maps have 

been used by municipalities preparing natural resource 

inventories; public and private conservation 

organizations preparing open space acquisition goals; 

land developers and consultants identifying 

environmentally sensitive lands; and public and 

private landowners developing land management 

plans.  However, the coverage was not developed for 

regulatory purposes, and should not be used as a 

substitute for the on-site surveys and Natural Heritage 

Database searches required by regulatory agencies. 

 

Natural Heritage Priority Sites contain some of the 

best and most viable occurrences of rare plant species 

and ecological communities, but they do not cover all 

known habitat for these elements or most rare animal 

species in New Jersey.  Most of the state has not been 

surveyed for rare species and ecological communities. 

If information is needed on whether or not endangered 

or threatened species have been documented from a 

particular area, a Natural Heritage Database search 

can be requested by contacting the Office of Natural 

Lands Management.  

 

What do the boundaries of the sites contain? 
The boundaries of each Natural Heritage Priority Site 

are drawn to encompass critical habitat for the rare 

species or ecological communities.  Often the 

boundaries extend to include additional buffer lands 

that should be managed to protect this critical habitat.  

A justification for the boundary is provided for each 

site.   

 

Boundaries of site polygons may overlap.  Site 

polygons may also be nested so that one site may be 

found entirely within a larger site.  When viewing the 

shape file, a larger site may sometimes obscure a 

smaller site within it.  Such confusion can be 

eliminated by highlighting the area of interest and 

checking the attribute table to reveal all sites within 

the selected area.   

 

How was the GIS coverage developed?  
The coverage was  originally developed as lines on 

USGS topographic paper maps and subsequently 

edited to fit on either 1995/97 color infrared aerial 

imagery, 1991 black and white aerial imagery or 

scanned USGS 1:24,000 topographic maps as an 

ArcView shape file (NJ State Plane Coordinate 

System, NAD83).  Within the Highlands Region the 

coverage was developed using the NJDEP 2002 Land 

use/Land cover: Highlands Study Area (DRAFT) 

coverage, and then subsequently edited using 2002 

High Resolution Orthophotography, as well as 

scanned USGS 1:24,000 topographic maps, as 

references.     

 

What attributes are included with the shape 

file?   
(Note: Text fields in the attribute table are truncated at 254 

characters.  Therefore, some text may be deleted from the attribute 

table of some of the sites. The complete text for all the site records 

is contained in the Prisites.rtf file that is included in the Prisites 

Winzip distribution file.) 

Identifying attributes – The Sitecode and Sitename 

fields are assigned by the Office of Natural Lands 

Management to track each site by a unique 

alphanumeric code and name.  The Version field 

indicates the year and month of the current version of 

the Natural Heritage Priority Sites coverage. 

Locational attributes – Information about where each 



 

site is located can by found in the County, Quadname 

(US Geological Survey 7.5 minute topographic 

quadrangle map) and Municipali(ty) fields.  More 

detailed information can be gathered by overlaying 

county and municipal coverages that are available 

from NJ DEP. 

Descriptive attributes – A description of the site can 

be found in the Descriptio(n) field, while the 

Boundjust field contains a written justification for the 

site boundaries.   
Significance attributes – The relative significance of 

each site is determined by assigning a biodiversity 

significance rank (Biodivrank). Justification for the 

rank can be found in the BiodivComm(ents) field.  

The Siteclass field indicates whether the site is 

categorized as a macrosite or a standard site.  Standard 

sites are smaller in size (usually less than 3200 acres 

in size), while macrosites tend to be larger (usually 

greater than 3200 acres in size).  It is not unusual to 

find several standard sites entirely contained within 

the boundaries of a macrosite.     

 

What is the biodiversity significance rank and 

how is it used? 
Each site is ranked according to its significance for 

biological diversity using a scale developed by The 

Nature Conservancy, the network of Natural Heritage 

Programs and the New Jersey Natural Heritage 

Program.  The ranks can be used to distinguish 

between sites that are of global significance for 

conservation of biological diversity vs. those that are 

of state significance. The global biodiversity 

significance ranks range from B1 to B5.  Within the 

Highlands Region the global biodiversity significance 

rank has been combined with a state biodiversity 

significance rank which provides information about 

the significance of the site on a state level.  The state 

biodiversity significance ranks for sites in the 

Highlands Region range from V1 to V5.  Therefore, 

all sites have been assigned a global biodiversity rank 

(B rank), but not all sites have been assigned a state 

biodiversity rank (V rank).  The specific definitions 

for each rank are as follows: 

 
B1 - Outstanding significance on a global level, generally 

the “last of the least” in the world, such as the only known 

occurrence of any element (species or ecological 

community), the best or an excellent occurrence of an 

element ranked critically imperiled globally, or a 

concentration (4+) of  good or excellent occurrences of 

elements that are imperiled or critically imperiled globally.  

The site should be viable and defensible for the elements or 

ecological processes contained. 

 

B2 - Very high significance on a global level, such as the 

most outstanding occurrence of any ecological community.  

Also includes areas containing other occurrences of 

elements that are critically imperiled globally, a good or 

excellent occurrence of an element that is imperiled 

globally, an excellent occurrence of an element that is rare 

globally, or a concentration (4+) of good occurrences of 

globally rare elements or viable occurrences of globally 

imperiled elements.  

 

B3 - High significance on a global level, such as any other 

viable occurrence of an element that is globally imperiled, a 

good occurrence of a globally rare element, an excellent 

occurrence of any ecological community, or a concentration 

(4+) of good or excellent occurrences of elements that are 

critically imperiled in the State. 

 

B4 - Moderate significance on a global level, such as a 

viable occurrence of a globally rare element, a good 

occurrence of any ecological community, a good or 

excellent occurrence or only viable state occurrence of an 

element that is critically imperiled in the State, an excellent 

occurrence of an element that is imperiled in the State, or a 

concentration (4+) of good occurrences of elements that are 

imperiled in the State or excellent occurrences of elements 

that are rare in the State. 

 

B5 - Of general biodiversity interest. 

 

V1 - Outstanding significance on a state level. Only known 

occurrence in the state for an element or Site with an 

excellent occurrence or the best occurrence in the state for 

an element ranked critically imperiled in the state or a 

concentration (4+) of good or excellent occurrences of 

elements that are imperiled or critically imperiled in the 

state.  

V2 - Very high significance on a state level. Includes sites 

containing other occurrences of elements that are critically 

imperiled in the state or a concentration (4+) of other 

occurrences of state imperiled elements and/or good or 

excellent occurrences of state rare elements.  

 

V3 - High significance on a state level. Includes sites 

containing the best occurrence in the state or an excellent 

occurrence of a state imperiled element or multiple (2+) 

other occurrences for state imperiled elements and/or 

excellent, good or moderate quality occurrences of state rare 

elements. 

V4 - Moderate significance on a state level. Includes sites 

containing the best occurrence in the state or an excellent 

occurrence of a state rare element or any site with other 

occurrences of a state imperiled element or multiple (2+) 

other occurrences of state rare elements.  

V5 - Any site with any other occurrence of a state rare 

element.  

 

How can I obtain Natural Heritage Priority 

Site maps for an area of interest to me? 



 

Natural Heritage Priority Site hard copy maps can be 

obtained by submitting a written request accompanied 

by a check or money order made payable to the Office 

of Natural Lands Management at the following 

address: 

 

Office of Natural Lands Management 

P.O. Box 404 

Trenton, NJ  08625-0404 

Phone: 609-984-1339;  Fax: 609-984-1427 

 

Individual 8.5" X 11" maps are available at the 

following rate: 

1 - 10 site maps & reports:  $1.50/site 

11 - 20 site maps & reports:  $1.00/site 

> 20 sites:    $0.50/site 

 

Digital GIS Coverage of Natural Heritage Priority 

Sites 

A digital version of the ArcView GIS file of Natural 

Heritage Priority Sites is also available.  The 2007 

version of Natural Heritage Priority Sites will be sent 

as an email attachment upon request.  There is no 

charge for emailing the GIS data.  

 

How often are the maps updated? 
The Natural Heritage Priority Site information is 

constantly being updated in the Natural Heritage 

Database.  A new edition of the maps will be made 

available after significant revisions or additions to the 

Database.   
 
May 17, 2007 
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       March 25,  2021 

 

David Brizzolara 

HDR, Inc. 

1 International Boulevard, 10th Fl., Suite 1000 

Mahwah, NJ 07495-0027 

 

Re: Ocean Wind Offshore Wind Project 

Lacey, Berkeley and Ocean Townships, Ocean County  

Ocean City and Upper Township, Cape May County 

 

Dear Mr. Brizzolara: 
 

Thank you for your data request regarding rare species information for the above referenced project site. 

 

Searches of the Natural Heritage Database and the Landscape Project (Version 3.3) are based on a representation of the 

boundaries of your project site in our Geographic Information System (GIS).  We make every effort to accurately transfer 

your project bounds from the map(s) submitted with the Natural Heritage Data Request Form into our GIS. We do not 

typically verify that your project bounds are accurate, or check them against other sources. 

 

We have checked the Landscape Project habitat mapping and the Biotics Database for occurrences of any rare wildlife 

species or wildlife habitat on the referenced site.  The Natural Heritage Database was searched for occurrences of rare plant 

species or ecological communities that may be on the project site.  Please refer to Table 1 (attached) to determine if any rare 

plant species, ecological communities, or rare wildlife species or wildlife habitat are documented on site.  A detailed report 

is provided for each category coded as ‘Yes’ in Table 1. 
 

We have also checked the Landscape Project habitat mapping and Biotics Database for occurrences of rare wildlife species 

or wildlife habitat in the immediate vicinity (within ¼ mile) of the referenced site.  Additionally, the Natural Heritage 

Database was checked for occurrences of rare plant species or ecological communities within ¼ mile of the site.  Please 

refer to Table 2 (attached) to determine if any rare plant species, ecological communities, or rare wildlife species or wildlife 

habitat are documented within the immediate vicinity of the site.  Detailed reports are provided for all categories coded as 

‘Yes’ in Table 2.  These reports may include species that have also been documented on the project site. 
 

We have also checked the Landscape Project habitat mapping and Biotics Database for all occurrences of rare wildlife 

species or wildlife habitat within one mile of the referenced site.  Please refer to Table 3 (attached) to determine if any rare 

wildlife species or wildlife habitat is documented within one mile of the project site.  Detailed reports are provided for each 

category coded as ‘Yes’ in Table 3.  These reports may include species that have also been documented on the project site.   

 

For requests submitted in order to make a riparian zone width determination as part of a Flood Hazard Area Control Act 

(FHACA) rule application, we report records for all rare plant species and ecological communities tracked by the Natural 

Heritage Program that may be on, or in the immediate vicinity of, your project site.  A subset of these plant species is also 

covered by the FHACA rules when the records are located within one mile of the project site.  One mile searches for 

FHACA plant species will only report precisely located occurrences for those wetland plant species identified under the 

FHACA regulations as being critically dependent on the watercourse.  Please refer to Table 3 (attached) to determine if any 

precisely located rare wetland plant species covered by the FHACA rules have been documented.  Detailed reports are 

 

 
MAIL CODE 501-04  

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

DIVISION OF PARKS & FORESTRY 

PHILIP D. MURPHY                                                                         NEW JERSEY FOREST SERVICE                 SHAWN M. LATOURETTE 
Governor                                                                      OFFICE OF NATURAL LANDS MANAGEMENT                                                  Acting Commissioner 

P.O. BOX 420 

SHEILA Y. OLIVER                                      TRENTON, NJ 08625-0420 
Lt. Governor                                                                          Tel. (609) 984-1339 Fax (609) 984-0427 
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provided for each category coded as ‘Yes’ in Table 3.  These reports may include species that have also been documented 
on, or in the immediate vicinity of, the project site.   

 

The Natural Heritage Program reviews its data periodically to identify priority sites for natural diversity in the State.  

Included as priority sites are some of the State’s best habitats for rare and endangered species and ecological communities.  
Please refer to Tables 1, 2 and 3 (attached) to determine if any priority sites are located on, in the immediate vicinity, or 

within one mile of the project site. 

 

A list of rare plant species and ecological communities that have been documented from the county (or counties), 

referenced above, can be downloaded from http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/natural/heritage/countylist.html. If 

suitable habitat is present at the project site, the species in that list have potential to be present.   

 

Status and rank codes used in the tables and lists are defined in EXPLANATION OF CODES USED IN NATURAL HERITAGE 

REPORTS, which can be downloaded from http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/natural/heritage/nhpcodes_2010.pdf.  

 

Beginning May 9, 2017, the Natural Heritage Program reports for wildlife species will utilize data from Landscape Project 

Version 3.3. If you have questions concerning the wildlife records or wildlife species mentioned in this response, we 

recommend that you visit the interactive web application at the following URL, 

https://njdep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0e6a44098c524ed99bf739953cb4d4c7, or contact the 

Division of Fish and Wildlife, Endangered and Nongame Species Program at (609) 292-9400. 

 

For additional information regarding any Federally listed plant or animal species, please contact the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

Service, New Jersey Field Office at http://www.fws.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice/endangered/consultation.html. 

 

PLEASE SEE ‘CAUTIONS AND RESTRICTIONS ON NHP DATA’, which can be downloaded from 
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/natural/heritage/newcaution2008.pdf. 

 

Thank you for consulting the Natural Heritage Program.  The attached invoice details the payment due for processing this 

data request.  Feel free to contact us again regarding any future data requests. 
 

 

Sincerely, 
 

                    
 

Robert J. Cartica  

Administrator  

 

c: NHP File No. 21-3907436-21617 

 



Table 1: On Site Data Request Search Results (6 Possible Reports)

1. Possibly on Project Site Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database: 

Rare Plant Species and Ecological Communities Currently Recorded in the 

New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Yes

2. Natural Heritage Priority Sites On Site Yes

3. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the Project Site Based on 

Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Yes

4. Vernal Pool Habitat on the Project Site Based on Search of Landscape 

Project 3.3

Yes

5. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the Project Site Based on 

Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Stream Habitat File

No

6. Other Animal Species On the Project Site Based on Additional Species 

Tracked by Endangered and Nongame Species Program
Yes

2 page(s) included

5 page(s) included

See emailed attachments

Report Name Included Number of Pages 

1 page(s) included

0 pages included

1 page(s) included

Thursday, March 25, 2021
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Scientific Name Common Name Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Regional

Status

Grank Srank Identified Last

Observed

Location

Possibly on Project Site Based on Search of

Natural Heritage Database: Rare Plant Species and 

Ecological Communities Currently Recorded in the

New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Vascular Plants

Amaranthus pumilus Seabeach Amaranth LT E LP, HL G2 S1 Y 2015-07-29 1876: Ocean City. 2001-2011: Located 

in Ocean City, from Seaview Road and 

St. Charles Place south to Corson's 

Inlet, in Cape May County.

Carex silicea Seabeach Sedge HL G5 S3 Y 2011-07-21 2011: Roadside swale in dunes, ca. 0.3 

km S of park headquarters.[Located 3.9 

miles south of entrance to Park, in 

Berkeley Township, Ocean County].

Erechtites hieraciifolia 

var. megalocarpa

Large-fruit Fireweed HL G5T3 S2 Y 2012-  - Northeast of Waretown Barnegat Bay 

near Oyster Creek.  Located at Sands 

Point Harbor NLT Preserve, one mile 

east-northeast of Holiday Beach, 1.4 

miles east of intersection of US Route 9 

and Bay Parkway (also named County 

Route 12), on shore of Sands Point 

Harbor, in Ocean Township, Ocean 

County.

Oenothera humifusa Sea-beach Evening-

primrose

HL G5 S2 Y 2010-08-23 1935: 9th Street and boardwalk, Ocean 

City.  2001: Located between 49th St. 

and 57th St.  2002: Located between 

27th Street and 52nd Street.  2010: 

Located between 57th St. at the 

southern end of Ocean City and Wesley 

Rd. access at the northern end of the 

island, Ocean City, Cape May County.

Total number of records: 4

Thursday, March 25, 2021
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Scientific Name Common Name Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Regional

Status

Grank Srank Identified Last

Observed

Location

Possibly on Project Site Based on Search of

Natural Heritage Database: Rare Plant Species and 

Ecological Communities Currently Recorded in the

New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Terrestrial Community - Other Classification

Coastal Dune WoodlandCoastal dune woodland G2G3 S1 198?-??-?? Island Beach State Park. Approximately 

9.5 miles of barrier island south of 

Seaside Park.

Total number of records: 1

Thursday, March 25, 2021
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Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank SrankClass

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the

Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Amphibia

Pine Barrens Treefrog Breeding SightingHyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Pine Barrens Treefrog Occupied HabitatHyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Pine Barrens Treefrog Vernal Pool BreedingHyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Aves

American Oystercatcher Nesting AreaHaematopus palliatus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

American Oystercatcher Non-breeding 

Concentration

Haematopus palliatus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Bald Eagle ForagingHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State Endangered G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle NestHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State Endangered G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle WinteringHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

3 NA State Threatened G5 S1B,S2N

Barred Owl Breeding SightingStrix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Barred Owl Non-breeding SightingStrix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Black Skimmer ForagingRynchops niger 4 NA State Endangered G5 S1B,S1N

Thursday, March 25, 2021
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Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank SrankClass

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the

Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Black-crowned Night-

heron

ForagingNycticorax nycticorax 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Black-crowned Night-

heron

Nesting ColonyNycticorax nycticorax 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Cattle Egret ForagingBubulcus ibis 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Cattle Egret Nesting ColonyBubulcus ibis 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Common Tern ForagingSterna hirundo 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Cooper's Hawk Breeding SightingAccipiter cooperii 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Cooper's Hawk NestAccipiter cooperii 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Glossy Ibis ForagingPlegadis falcinellus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Glossy Ibis Nesting ColonyPlegadis falcinellus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Grasshopper Sparrow Breeding SightingAmmodramus 

savannarum

3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Great Blue Heron ForagingArdea herodias 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Gull-billed Tern ForagingGelochelidon nilotica 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Gull-billed Tern Nesting ColonyGelochelidon nilotica 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Least Tern ForagingSternula antillarum 4 NA State Endangered G4 S1B,S1N

Thursday, March 25, 2021
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Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank SrankClass

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the

Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Least Tern Nesting ColonySternula antillarum 4 NA State Endangered G4 S1B,S1N

Little Blue Heron ForagingEgretta caerulea 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Little Blue Heron Nesting ColonyEgretta caerulea 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Northern Harrier Breeding SightingCircus cyaneus 4 NA State Endangered G5 S1B,S3N

Osprey ForagingPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Osprey NestPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Peregrine Falcon NestFalco peregrinus 4 NA State Endangered G4 S1B,S3N

Piping Plover Nesting AreaCharadrius melodus 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State Endangered G3 S1B,S1N

Roseate Tern ForagingSterna dougallii 

dougallii

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G4T3 S1B,S1N

Snowy Egret ForagingEgretta thula 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Snowy Egret Nesting ColonyEgretta thula 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Tricolored Heron ForagingEgretta tricolor 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Tricolored Heron Nesting ColonyEgretta tricolor 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Yellow-crowned Night-

heron

ForagingNyctanassa violacea 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Thursday, March 25, 2021
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Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank SrankClass

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the

Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Yellow-crowned Night-

heron

Nesting ColonyNyctanassa violacea 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Insecta

Georgia Satyr Casual FlybyNeonympha helicta 2 NA Special Concern G3G4 S3

Mammalia

Fin Whale Live Individual 

Sighting

Balaenoptera physalus 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G3G4 S1

Humpback Whale Foraging AreaMegaptera 

novaeangliae

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G4 S1

Humpback Whale Live Individual 

Sighting

Megaptera 

novaeangliae

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G4 S1

North Atlantic Right 

Whale

Live Individual 

Sighting

Eubalaena glacialis 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G1 S1

Osteichthyes

Atlantic Sturgeon Migration Corridor - 

Adult Sighting

Acipenser oxyrinchus 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G3 S1

Reptilia

Atlantic Green Turtle Occupied HabitatChelonia mydas 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State Threatened G3 S1

Thursday, March 25, 2021
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Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank SrankClass

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the

Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Atlantic Leatherback Occupied HabitatDermochelys coriacea 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G2 S1

Atlantic Loggerhead Occupied HabitatCaretta caretta 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State Endangered G3 S1

Eastern Box Turtle Occupied HabitatTerrapene carolina 

carolina

2 NA Special Concern G5T5 S3

Kemp's or Atlantic 

Ridley

Occupied HabitatLepidochelys kempii 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State Endangered G1 S1

Northern Pine Snake Occupied HabitatPituophis 

melanoleucus 

melanoleucus

3 NA State Threatened G4T4 S2

Spotted Turtle Occupied HabitatClemmys guttata 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3

Thursday, March 25, 2021
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Vernal Pool Habitat Type Vernal Pool Habitat ID

Vernal Pool Habitat on the 

Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3

Potential vernal habitat area 1019

Potential vernal habitat area 1069

Total number of records: 2

Thursday, March 25, 2021
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Common NameScientific Name Federal Protection Status State Protection Status Grank Srank

Other Animal Species

On the Project Site Based on 

Additional Species Tracked by 

Endangered and Nongame Species Program

Vertebrate Animals

Malaclemys terrapin terrapin Northern Diamondback Terrapin G4T4Q S3

Phocoena phocoena Harbor Porpoise G4G5 S3

Tursiops truncatus Bottlenose Dolphin G5 S3

Total number of records: 3

Invertebrate Animals

Cicindela dorsalis media Southeastern Beach Tiger Beetle G3G4T3T4 S1S2

Total number of records: 1

Thursday, March 25, 2021
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Table 2: Vicinity Data Request Search Results (6 possible reports)

1. Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of Natural 

Heritage Database: Rare Plant Species and Ecological Communities 

Currently Recorded in the New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Yes

2. Natural Heritage Priority Sites within the Immediate Vicinity Yes

3. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the Immediate 

Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 

Species Based Patches

Yes

4. Vernal Pool Habitat In the Immediate Vicinity of Project Site Based 

on Search of Landscape Project 3.3

Yes

5. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat In the Immediate Vicinity 

of the Project Site Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Stream 

Habitat File

No

6. Other Animal Species In the Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site 

Based on Additional Species Tracked by Endangered and Nongame 

Species Program

Yes

Report Name Included Number of Pages 

3 page(s) included

5 page(s) included

See emailed attachments

1 page(s) included

0 pages included

1 page(s) included

Thursday, March 25, 2021
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Scientific Name Common Name Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Regional

Status

Grank Srank Identified Last

Observed

Location

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site

Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database 

Rare Plant Species and Ecological Communities Currently Recorded in

the New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Vascular Plants

Seabeach AmaranthAmaranthus pumilus LT E LP, HL G2 S1 Y 2015-07-29 1876: Ocean City. 2001-2011: Located 

in Ocean City, from Seaview Road and 

St. Charles Place south to Corson's Inlet, 

in Cape May County.

Seabeach AmaranthAmaranthus pumilus LT E LP, HL G2 S1 Y 2016-08-23 1913: Island Beach. 2001-2011: Island 

Beach State Park, Berkeley Township.  

Subpopulations located in various 

locations of State Park, including near 

A3-4 in north section and A-23 in south 

section.

Seabeach SedgeCarex silicea HL G5 S3 Y 2011-07-21 2011: Roadside swale in dunes, ca. 0.3 

km S of park headquarters.[Located 3.9 

miles south of entrance to Park, in 

Berkeley Township, Ocean County].

Marsh Rattlesnake-masterEryngium aquaticum var. 

aquaticum

HL G4T4 S3 Y 1907-09-14 Near west end [of] road over meadows 

(north side), opposite Ocean City.

Pine Barren BonesetEupatorium resinosum E LP, HL G3 S2 Y 1993-08-?? East side of Route 9 just north of Bay 

Parkway. In recovering cranberry bog on 

south bank of Oyster Creek.

Seabeach SandwortHonckenya peploides var. 

robusta

E LP, HL G5T5 S1 Y 1916-07-10 Beach below 34th Street, Ocean City.

New Jersey RushJuncus caesariensis E LP, HL G2G3 S2 Y 1922-09-?? OYSTER CREEK ALONG 

TUCKERTON RR, NW [OF] 

WARETOWN.

Thursday, March 25, 2021
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Scientific Name Common Name Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Regional

Status

Grank Srank Identified Last

Observed

Location

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site

Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database 

Rare Plant Species and Ecological Communities Currently Recorded in

the New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Bog AsphodelNarthecium americanum E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 2010-08-19 1991-05-22: Ca. 1 mile east-northeast of 

Oyster Creek Power Plant and south of 

the South Branch of Forked River. 

Approximately 1 1/2 miles south of the 

intersection of Route 9 and Lacey Road.  

2010-08-19: Upland seep entering 

abandoned cranberry bog, south side of 

South Branch Forked River, 500 m east 

of Rt. 9.

Sea-beach Evening-

primrose

Oenothera humifusa HL G5 S2 Y 2010-08-23 1935: 9th Street and boardwalk, Ocean 

City.  2001: Located between 49th St. 

and 57th St.  2002: Located between 

27th Street and 52nd Street.  2010: 

Located between 57th St. at the southern 

end of Ocean City and Wesley Rd. 

access at the northern end of the island, 

Ocean City, Cape May County.

Saltmarsh Alkali GrassPuccinellia fasciculata HL G3G5 S1 Y 1916-10-07 34 Street bridge to Ocean City - 

Marmora.

Awned Mountain-mintPycnanthemum setosum HL G4 S3 Y 1993-00-00 West of Cable Road and east of Dock 

Road and a small embankment of Oyster 

Creek.

Awned Mountain-mintPycnanthemum setosum HL G4 S3 Y 1993-00-00 South of Orlando Drive and north of 

Oyster Creek, Lacey Twp.

Awned Mountain-mintPycnanthemum setosum HL G4 S3 Y 1993-00-00 Sands Harbor Point, northernmost tip, 

north of Bay Parkway.

Awned Mountain-mintPycnanthemum setosum HL G4 S3 Y 1993-??-?? East side of Route 9, just north of Bay 

Parkway, south of Oyster Creek.

Large Marsh-pinkSabatia dodecandra var. 

dodecandra

HL G5?T4T

5

S2 Y 1907-09-14 Near west end road over meadows (south 

side), opposite Ocean City.

Curly Grass FernSchizaea pusilla LP, HL G3G4 S3 Y 1915-07-10 BY OYSTER CREEK NW ALONG 

TUCKERTON RR FROM 

WARETOWN.

Thursday, March 25, 2021
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Scientific Name Common Name Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Regional

Status

Grank Srank Identified Last

Observed

Location

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site

Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database 

Rare Plant Species and Ecological Communities Currently Recorded in

the New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Curly Grass FernSchizaea pusilla LP, HL G3G4 S3 Y 1915-07-10 CEDAR SWAMP ALONG SOUTH 

BRANCH OF FORKED RIVER SW OF 

FORKED RIVER.

Saltmarsh BulrushSchoenoplectus maritimus E LP, HL G5 S1 Y 2012-08-09 Isolated fragments of salt marsh, 1.2 

kilometers apart, between Bay Parkway 

and Hornblower Drive, Ocean Township, 

Ocean County.

Whorled Nut-rushScleria verticillata E LP, HL G5 S1 Y 1907-09-14 NEAR WEST END OF ROAD OVER 

SALT MEADOWS, S. OF THE ROAD, 

NEAR MAINLAND, OPPOSITE 

OCEAN CITY.

Fragrant Ladies'-tressesSpiranthes odorata HL G5 S2 Y 1910-10-04 ALONG WARETOWN CREEK 

BELOW TUCKERTON RR, 

WARETOWN.

Pine Barren BellwortUvularia puberula var. nitida E LP, HL G5T3 S2 Y 1995-07-02 Located 0.1 mile south of Oyster Creek, 

1 mile northwest of intersection of Route 

9 and Lighthouse Drive, 1.5 mile 

northwest of intersection of Garden State 

Parkway and Wells Mill Road, in Ocean 

Township (Ocean County).

Total number of records: 21

Terrestrial Community - Other Classification

Coastal Dune WoodlandCoastal dune woodland G2G3 S1 198?-??-?? Island Beach State Park. Approximately 

9.5 miles of barrier island south of 

Seaside Park.

Total number of records: 1
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Class Common Name Feature TypeScientific Name Rank Federal 

Protection Status

State

Protection Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Amphibia

Pine Barrens Treefrog Breeding SightingHyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Pine Barrens Treefrog Occupied HabitatHyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Pine Barrens Treefrog Vernal Pool BreedingHyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Aves

American 

Oystercatcher

Nesting AreaHaematopus 

palliatus

2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

American 

Oystercatcher

Non-breeding 

Concentration

Haematopus 

palliatus

2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Bald Eagle ForagingHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle NestHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle WinteringHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

3 NA State Threatened G5 S1B,S2N

Barred Owl Breeding SightingStrix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Barred Owl Non-breeding 

Sighting

Strix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Black Skimmer ForagingRynchops niger 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S1N

Black-crowned Night-

heron

ForagingNycticorax 

nycticorax

3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N
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Class Common Name Feature TypeScientific Name Rank Federal 

Protection Status

State

Protection Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Black-crowned Night-

heron

Nesting ColonyNycticorax 

nycticorax

3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Cattle Egret ForagingBubulcus ibis 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Cattle Egret Nesting ColonyBubulcus ibis 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Common Tern ForagingSterna hirundo 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Common Tern Nesting ColonySterna hirundo 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Cooper's Hawk Breeding SightingAccipiter cooperii 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Cooper's Hawk NestAccipiter cooperii 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Glossy Ibis ForagingPlegadis falcinellus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Glossy Ibis Nesting ColonyPlegadis falcinellus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Grasshopper Sparrow Breeding SightingAmmodramus 

savannarum

3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Great Blue Heron ForagingArdea herodias 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Gull-billed Tern ForagingGelochelidon 

nilotica

2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Gull-billed Tern Nesting ColonyGelochelidon 

nilotica

2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Least Tern ForagingSternula antillarum 4 NA State 

Endangered

G4 S1B,S1N

Least Tern Nesting ColonySternula antillarum 4 NA State 

Endangered

G4 S1B,S1N

Little Blue Heron ForagingEgretta caerulea 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N
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Class Common Name Feature TypeScientific Name Rank Federal 

Protection Status

State

Protection Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Little Blue Heron Nesting ColonyEgretta caerulea 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Northern Harrier Breeding SightingCircus cyaneus 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S3N

Osprey ForagingPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Osprey NestPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Peregrine Falcon NestFalco peregrinus 4 NA State 

Endangered

G4 S1B,S3N

Piping Plover Nesting AreaCharadrius melodus 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State 

Endangered

G3 S1B,S1N

Roseate Tern ForagingSterna dougallii 

dougallii

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G4T3 S1B,S1N

Snowy Egret ForagingEgretta thula 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Snowy Egret Nesting ColonyEgretta thula 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Tricolored Heron ForagingEgretta tricolor 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Tricolored Heron Nesting ColonyEgretta tricolor 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Yellow-crowned 

Night-heron

ForagingNyctanassa violacea 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Yellow-crowned 

Night-heron

Nesting ColonyNyctanassa violacea 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Insecta

Dotted Skipper Casual FlybyHesperia attalus 

slossonae

2 NA Special Concern G3G4T3 S3
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Class Common Name Feature TypeScientific Name Rank Federal 

Protection Status

State

Protection Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Georgia Satyr Casual FlybyNeonympha helicta 2 NA Special Concern G3G4 S3

Mammalia

Fin Whale Live Individual 

Sighting

Balaenoptera 

physalus

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G3G4 S1

Humpback Whale Foraging AreaMegaptera 

novaeangliae

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G4 S1

Humpback Whale Live Individual 

Sighting

Megaptera 

novaeangliae

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G4 S1

North Atlantic Right 

Whale

Live Individual 

Sighting

Eubalaena glacialis 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G1 S1

Osteichthyes

Atlantic Sturgeon Migration Corridor - 

Adult Sighting

Acipenser 

oxyrinchus

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G3 S1

Reptilia

Atlantic Green Turtle Occupied HabitatChelonia mydas 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State Threatened G3 S1

Atlantic Leatherback Occupied HabitatDermochelys 

coriacea

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G2 S1

Atlantic Loggerhead Occupied HabitatCaretta caretta 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State 

Endangered

G3 S1

Eastern Box Turtle Occupied HabitatTerrapene carolina 

carolina

2 NA Special Concern G5T5 S3
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Class Common Name Feature TypeScientific Name Rank Federal 

Protection Status

State

Protection Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Kemp's or Atlantic 

Ridley

Occupied HabitatLepidochelys kempii 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G1 S1

Northern Pine Snake Occupied HabitatPituophis 

melanoleucus 

melanoleucus

3 NA State Threatened G4T4 S2

Spotted Turtle Occupied HabitatClemmys guttata 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3
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Vernal Pool Habitat Type Vernal Pool Habitat ID

Vernal Pool Habitat

In the Immediate Vicinity of

Project Site Based on Search of 

Landscape Project 3.3

Potential vernal habitat area 119

Potential vernal habitat area 1019

Potential vernal habitat area 1059

Potential vernal habitat area 1069

Total number of records: 4
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Common NameScientific Name Federal Protection Status State Protection Status Grank Srank

Other Animal Species

In the Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on 

Additional Species Tracked by 

Endangered and Nongame Species Program

Vertebrate Animals

Malaclemys terrapin terrapin Northern Diamondback Terrapin G4T4Q S3

Phocoena phocoena Harbor Porpoise G4G5 S3

Tursiops truncatus Bottlenose Dolphin G5 S3

Total number of records: 3

Invertebrate Animals

Cicindela dorsalis media Southeastern Beach Tiger Beetle G3G4T3T4 S1S2

Total number of records: 1
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Table 3: Within 1 Mile for Riparian Zone Width Determination 

(6 possible reports)

1. Rare Plant Species Occurrences for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination (Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rule 

Appplication) - Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database

Yes

2. Natural Heritage Priority Sites for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site 
Yes

3. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Yes

4. Vernal Pool Habitat for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3

Yes

5. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Stream Habitat File

No

6. Other Animal Species for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Additional Species Tracked by 

Endangered and Nongame Species Program

Yes

Report Name Included Number of Pages 

1 page(s) included

7 page(s) included

See emailed attachments

1 page(s) included

0 pages included

1 page(s) included
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Scientific Name Common Name Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Regional

Status

Grank Srank Identified Last

Observed

Rare Plant Species Occurrences for Riparian Zone Width Determination 

(Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rule Appplication) 

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database

Vascular Plants

New Jersey RushJuncus caesariensis E LP, HL G2G3 S2 Y 1985-10-05

New Jersey RushJuncus caesariensis E LP, HL G2G3 S2 Y 1998-09-30

Bog AsphodelNarthecium americanum E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 2010-07-30

Bog AsphodelNarthecium americanum E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 2010-08-19

Bog AsphodelNarthecium americanum E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 2010-07-30

Bog AsphodelNarthecium americanum E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 1998

Bog AsphodelNarthecium americanum E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 2009-09-07

Knieskern's Beaked-rushRhynchospora knieskernii LT E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 2008-08-01

Knieskern's Beaked-rushRhynchospora knieskernii LT E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 2000-06-14

Knieskern's Beaked-rushRhynchospora knieskernii LT E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 1999-09-30

Knieskern's Beaked-rushRhynchospora knieskernii LT E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 1999-09-24

Saltmarsh BulrushSchoenoplectus maritimus E LP, HL G5 S1 Y 2012-08-09

Pine Barren BellwortUvularia puberula var. 

nitida

E LP, HL G5T3 S2 Y 1995-07-02

Total number of records: 13
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Amphibia

Cope's Gray 

Treefrog

Vernal Pool 

Breeding

Hyla chrysoscelis 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1

Pine Barrens 

Treefrog

Breeding 

Sighting

Hyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Pine Barrens 

Treefrog

Occupied 

Habitat

Hyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Pine Barrens 

Treefrog

Vernal Pool 

Breeding

Hyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Aves

American 

Oystercatcher

Nesting AreaHaematopus palliatus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

American 

Oystercatcher

Non-breeding 

Concentration

Haematopus palliatus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Bald Eagle ForagingHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle NestHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle WinteringHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

3 NA State Threatened G5 S1B,S2N

Barred Owl Breeding 

Sighting

Strix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Barred Owl Non-breeding 

Sighting

Strix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Black Skimmer ForagingRynchops niger 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S1N

Black Skimmer Nesting 

Colony

Rynchops niger 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S1N

Black-crowned 

Night-heron

ForagingNycticorax nycticorax 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Black-crowned 

Night-heron

Nesting 

Colony

Nycticorax nycticorax 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Black-throated Blue 

Warbler

Breeding 

Sighting

Dendroica 

caerulescens

2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Black-throated 

Green Warbler

Breeding 

Sighting

Dendroica virens 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Cattle Egret ForagingBubulcus ibis 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Cattle Egret Nesting 

Colony

Bubulcus ibis 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Common Tern ForagingSterna hirundo 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Common Tern Nesting 

Colony

Sterna hirundo 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Cooper's Hawk Breeding 

Sighting

Accipiter cooperii 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Cooper's Hawk NestAccipiter cooperii 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Glossy Ibis ForagingPlegadis falcinellus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Glossy Ibis Nesting 

Colony

Plegadis falcinellus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Grasshopper 

Sparrow

Breeding 

Sighting

Ammodramus 

savannarum

3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Great Blue Heron ForagingArdea herodias 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Gull-billed Tern ForagingGelochelidon nilotica 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Gull-billed Tern Nesting 

Colony

Gelochelidon nilotica 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Least Tern ForagingSternula antillarum 4 NA State 

Endangered

G4 S1B,S1N

Least Tern Nesting 

Colony

Sternula antillarum 4 NA State 

Endangered

G4 S1B,S1N

Little Blue Heron ForagingEgretta caerulea 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Little Blue Heron Nesting 

Colony

Egretta caerulea 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Northern Harrier Breeding 

Sighting

Circus cyaneus 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S3N

Northern Parula Breeding 

Sighting

Parula americana 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Osprey ForagingPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Osprey NestPandion haliaetus 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S4N

Peregrine Falcon NestFalco peregrinus 4 NA State 

Endangered

G4 S1B,S3N

Piping Plover Nesting AreaCharadrius melodus 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State 

Endangered

G3 S1B,S1N

Roseate Tern ForagingSterna dougallii 

dougallii

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G4T3 S1B,S1N

Saltmarsh Sparrow Breeding 

Sighting

Ammodramus 

caudacutus

2 NA Special Concern G4 S3B,S4N

Snowy Egret ForagingEgretta thula 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Snowy Egret Nesting 

Colony

Egretta thula 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Tricolored Heron ForagingEgretta tricolor 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Tricolored Heron Nesting 

Colony

Egretta tricolor 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Veery Breeding 

Sighting

Catharus fuscescens 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Wood Thrush Breeding 

Sighting

Hylocichla mustelina 2 NA Special Concern G4 S3B,S4N

Worm-eating 

Warbler

Breeding 

Sighting

Helmitheros 

vermivorum

2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Yellow-crowned 

Night-heron

ForagingNyctanassa violacea 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Yellow-crowned 

Night-heron

Nesting 

Colony

Nyctanassa violacea 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Insecta

Allegheny River 

Cruiser

Territorial 

Display

Macromia 

alleghaniensis

2 NA Special Concern G4 S3

Dotted Skipper Casual FlybyHesperia attalus 

slossonae

2 NA Special Concern G3G4T3 S3

Georgia Satyr Casual FlybyNeonympha helicta 2 NA Special Concern G3G4 S3

Mammalia

Bobcat On RoadLynx rufus 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S2

Fin Whale Live 

Individual 

Sighting

Balaenoptera physalus 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G3G4 S1

Humpback Whale Foraging AreaMegaptera 

novaeangliae

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G4 S1

Humpback Whale Live 

Individual 

Sighting

Megaptera 

novaeangliae

5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G4 S1
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

North Atlantic Right 

Whale

Live 

Individual 

Sighting

Eubalaena glacialis 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G1 S1

Osteichthyes

Atlantic Sturgeon Migration 

Corridor - 

Adult Sighting

Acipenser oxyrinchus 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G3 S1

Reptilia

Atlantic Green 

Turtle

Occupied 

Habitat

Chelonia mydas 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State Threatened G3 S1

Atlantic Leatherback Occupied 

Habitat

Dermochelys coriacea 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G2 S1

Atlantic Loggerhead Occupied 

Habitat

Caretta caretta 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State 

Endangered

G3 S1

Eastern Box Turtle Occupied 

Habitat

Terrapene carolina 

carolina

2 NA Special Concern G5T5 S3

Kemp's or Atlantic 

Ridley

Occupied 

Habitat

Lepidochelys kempii 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G1 S1

Northern Pine Snake Occupied 

Habitat

Pituophis 

melanoleucus 

melanoleucus

3 NA State Threatened G4T4 S2

Spotted Turtle Occupied 

Habitat

Clemmys guttata 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Timber Rattlesnake Occupied 

Habitat

Crotalus horridus 

horridus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G4T4 S1
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Vernal Pool Habitat Type Vernal Pool Habitat ID

Vernal Pool Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination 

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3

Vernal habitat area 2649

Potential vernal habitat area 119

Potential vernal habitat area 1006

Potential vernal habitat area 1019

Potential vernal habitat area 1024

Potential vernal habitat area 1046

Potential vernal habitat area 1059

Potential vernal habitat area 1069

Potential vernal habitat area 1086

Potential vernal habitat area 1096

Total number of records: 10
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Common NameScientific Name Federal Protection Status State Protection Status Grank Srank

Other Animal Species for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Additional Species Tracked by 

Endangered and Nongame Species Program

Vertebrate Animals

Malaclemys terrapin terrapin Northern Diamondback Terrapin G4T4Q S3

Phocoena phocoena Harbor Porpoise G4G5 S3

Rallus limicola Virginia Rail G5 S3B,S4N

Tursiops truncatus Bottlenose Dolphin G5 S3

Total number of records: 4

Invertebrate Animals

Callophrys henrici Henry's Elfin G5 S3S4

Cicindela dorsalis media Southeastern Beach Tiger Beetle G3G4T3T4 S1S2

Total number of records: 2
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NHP File No. 22-3907472-25154 

 

 

          June 23,  2022 

 

Deidra Valianti 

HDR, Inc. 

1 International Boulevard, 10th Fl., Suite 1000 

Mahwah, NJ 07495-0027 

 

Re: Ocean Wind 1 Offshore Wind Project 

E(x): 574,385 

N(y): 356,343 

Lacey and Ocean Townships, Ocean County 

 

Dear Ms. Valianti: 
 

Thank you for your data request regarding rare species information for the above referenced project site. 

 

Searches of the Natural Heritage Database and the Landscape Project (Version 3.3) are based on a representation of the 

boundaries of your project site in our Geographic Information System (GIS).  We make every effort to accurately transfer 

your project bounds from the map(s) submitted with the Natural Heritage Data Request Form into our GIS. We do not 

typically verify that your project bounds are accurate, or check them against other sources. 

 

We have checked the Landscape Project habitat mapping and the Biotics Database for occurrences of any rare wildlife 

species or wildlife habitat on the referenced site.  The Natural Heritage Database was searched for occurrences of rare plant 

species or ecological communities that may be on the project site.  Please refer to Table 1 (attached) to determine if any rare 

plant species, ecological communities, or rare wildlife species or wildlife habitat are documented on site.  A detailed report 

is provided for each category coded as ‘Yes’ in Table 1. 
 

We have also checked the Landscape Project habitat mapping and Biotics Database for occurrences of rare wildlife species 

or wildlife habitat in the immediate vicinity (within ¼ mile) of the referenced site.  Additionally, the Natural Heritage 

Database was checked for occurrences of rare plant species or ecological communities within ¼ mile of the site.  Please 

refer to Table 2 (attached) to determine if any rare plant species, ecological communities, or rare wildlife species or wildlife 

habitat are documented within the immediate vicinity of the site.  Detailed reports are provided for all categories coded as 

‘Yes’ in Table 2.  These reports may include species that have also been documented on the project site. 
 

We have also checked the Landscape Project habitat mapping and Biotics Database for all occurrences of rare wildlife 

species or wildlife habitat within one mile of the referenced site.  Please refer to Table 3 (attached) to determine if any rare 

wildlife species or wildlife habitat is documented within one mile of the project site.  Detailed reports are provided for each 

category coded as ‘Yes’ in Table 3.  These reports may include species that have also been documented on the project site.   

 

For requests submitted in order to make a riparian zone width determination as part of a Flood Hazard Area Control Act 

(FHACA) rule application, we report records for all rare plant species and ecological communities tracked by the Natural 

Heritage Program that may be on, or in the immediate vicinity of, your project site.  A subset of these plant species is also 

covered by the FHACA rules when the records are located within one mile of the project site.  One-mile searches for 

FHACA plant species will only report precisely located occurrences for those wetland plant species identified under the 

FHACA regulations as being critically dependent on the watercourse.  Please refer to Table 3 (attached) to determine if any 

precisely located rare wetland plant species covered by the FHACA rules have been documented.  Detailed reports are 
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provided for each category coded as ‘Yes’ in Table 3.  These reports may include species that have also been documented 
on, or in the immediate vicinity of, the project site.   

 

The Natural Heritage Program reviews its data periodically to identify priority sites for natural diversity in the State.  

Included as priority sites are some of the State’s best habitats for rare and endangered species and ecological communities.  
Please refer to Tables 1, 2 and 3 (attached) to determine if any priority sites are located on, in the immediate vicinity, or 

within one mile of the project site. 

 

A list of rare plant species and ecological communities that have been documented from the county (or counties), 

referenced above, can be downloaded from https://nj.gov/dep/parksandforests/natural/heritage/database.html. If suitable 

habitat is present at the project site, the species in that list have potential to be present.   

 

Status and rank codes used in the tables and lists are defined in EXPLANATION OF CODES USED IN NATURAL HERITAGE 

REPORTS, which can be downloaded from https://nj.gov/dep/parksandforests/natural/docs/nhpcodes_2010.pdf.  

 

Beginning May 9, 2017, the Natural Heritage Program reports for wildlife species will utilize data from Landscape Project 

Version 3.3. If you have questions concerning the wildlife records or wildlife species mentioned in this response, we 

recommend that you visit the interactive web application at the following URL, 

https://njdep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0e6a44098c524ed99bf739953cb4d4c7, or contact the 

Division of Fish and Wildlife, Endangered and Nongame Species Program at (609) 292-9400. 

 

For additional information regarding any Federally listed plant or animal species, please contact the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

Service, New Jersey Field Office at http://www.fws.gov/northeast/njfieldoffice/endangered/consultation.html. 

 

Information supplied by the Natural Heritage Program summarizes existing data known to the program at the time of the 

request regarding the biological elements (species and/or ecological communities) or their locations. They should never be 

regarded as final statements on the elements or areas being considered, nor should they be substituted for on-site surveys 

required for environmental assessments. 

 

Thank you for consulting the Natural Heritage Program.  The attached invoice details the payment due for processing this 

data request.  Feel free to contact us again regarding any future data requests. 
 

 

Sincerely, 
 

                    
 

Robert J. Cartica  

Administrator  

 

c: NHP File No. 22-3907472-25154 

 



Table 1: On Site Data Request Search Results (6 Possible Reports)

1. Possibly on Project Site Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database: 

Rare Plant Species and Ecological Communities Currently Recorded in the 

New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

No

2. Natural Heritage Priority Sites On Site No

3. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the Project Site Based on 

Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Yes

4. Vernal Pool Habitat on the Project Site Based on Search of Landscape 

Project 3.3

No

5. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the Project Site Based on 

Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Stream Habitat File

No

6. Other Animal Species On the Project Site Based on Additional Species 

Tracked by Endangered and Nongame Species Program
No

0 pages included

2 page(s) included

0 pages included

Report Name Included Number of Pages 

0 pages included

0 pages included

0 pages included

Thursday, June 23, 2022
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Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank SrankClass

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the

Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Amphibia

Pine Barrens Treefrog Breeding SightingHyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Pine Barrens Treefrog Occupied HabitatHyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Aves

Bald Eagle ForagingHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State Endangered G5 S1B,S2N

Barred Owl Breeding SightingStrix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Barred Owl Non-breeding SightingStrix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Black-crowned Night-

heron

ForagingNycticorax nycticorax 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Glossy Ibis ForagingPlegadis falcinellus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Little Blue Heron ForagingEgretta caerulea 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Snowy Egret ForagingEgretta thula 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Tricolored Heron ForagingEgretta tricolor 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Reptilia

Eastern Box Turtle Occupied HabitatTerrapene carolina 

carolina

2 NA Special Concern G5T5 S3

Thursday, June 23, 2022
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Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank SrankClass

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat on the

Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Northern Pine Snake Occupied HabitatPituophis 

melanoleucus 

melanoleucus

3 NA State Threatened G4T4 S2

Spotted Turtle Occupied HabitatClemmys guttata 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3

Thursday, June 23, 2022
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Table 2: Vicinity Data Request Search Results (6 possible reports)

1. Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of Natural 

Heritage Database: Rare Plant Species and Ecological Communities 

Currently Recorded in the New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Yes

2. Natural Heritage Priority Sites within the Immediate Vicinity No

3. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the Immediate 

Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 

Species Based Patches

Yes

4. Vernal Pool Habitat In the Immediate Vicinity of Project Site Based 

on Search of Landscape Project 3.3

Yes

5. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat In the Immediate Vicinity 

of the Project Site Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Stream 

Habitat File

No

6. Other Animal Species In the Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site 

Based on Additional Species Tracked by Endangered and Nongame 

Species Program

Yes

Report Name Included Number of Pages 

1 page(s) included

2 page(s) included

0 pages included

1 page(s) included

0 pages included

1 page(s) included

Thursday, June 23, 2022

Page 1 of 1
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Scientific Name Common Name Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Regional

Status

Grank Srank Identified Last

Observed

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site

Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database 

Rare Plant Species and Ecological Communities Currently Recorded in

the New Jersey Natural Heritage Database

Location

Vascular Plants

Pine Barren BonesetEupatorium resinosum E LP, HL G3 S2 Y 1993-08-?? East side of Route 9 just north of Bay 

Parkway. In recovering cranberry bog on 

south bank of Oyster Creek.

New Jersey RushJuncus caesariensis E LP, HL G2G3 S2 Y 1922-09-?? OYSTER CREEK ALONG 

TUCKERTON RR, NW [OF] 

WARETOWN.

Awned Mountain-mintPycnanthemum setosum HL G4 S3 Y 1993-??-?? East side of Route 9, just north of Bay 

Parkway, south of Oyster Creek.

Curly Grass FernSchizaea pusilla LP, HL G3G4 S3 Y 1915-07-10 CEDAR SWAMP ALONG SOUTH 

BRANCH OF FORKED RIVER SW OF 

FORKED RIVER.

Curly Grass FernSchizaea pusilla LP, HL G3G4 S3 Y 1915-07-10 BY OYSTER CREEK NW ALONG 

TUCKERTON RR FROM 

WARETOWN.

Total number of records: 5

Thursday, June 23, 2022
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Class Common Name Feature TypeScientific Name Rank Federal 

Protection Status

State

Protection Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Amphibia

Pine Barrens Treefrog Breeding SightingHyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Pine Barrens Treefrog Occupied HabitatHyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Aves

Bald Eagle ForagingHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle NestHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S2N

Barred Owl Breeding SightingStrix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Barred Owl Non-breeding 

Sighting

Strix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Black Skimmer ForagingRynchops niger 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S1N

Black-crowned Night-

heron

ForagingNycticorax 

nycticorax

3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Common Tern ForagingSterna hirundo 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Cooper's Hawk Breeding SightingAccipiter cooperii 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Cooper's Hawk NestAccipiter cooperii 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Glossy Ibis ForagingPlegadis falcinellus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Little Blue Heron ForagingEgretta caerulea 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Snowy Egret ForagingEgretta thula 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Tricolored Heron ForagingEgretta tricolor 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Thursday, June 23, 2022
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Class Common Name Feature TypeScientific Name Rank Federal 

Protection Status

State

Protection Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat Within the

Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on Search of

Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Insecta

Georgia Satyr Casual FlybyNeonympha helicta 2 NA Special Concern G3G4 S3

Reptilia

Eastern Box Turtle Occupied HabitatTerrapene carolina 

carolina

2 NA Special Concern G5T5 S3

Northern Pine Snake Occupied HabitatPituophis 

melanoleucus 

melanoleucus

3 NA State Threatened G4T4 S2

Spotted Turtle Occupied HabitatClemmys guttata 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3

Thursday, June 23, 2022
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Vernal Pool Habitat Type Vernal Pool Habitat ID

Vernal Pool Habitat

In the Immediate Vicinity of

Project Site Based on Search of 

Landscape Project 3.3

Potential vernal habitat area 1019

Total number of records: 1

Thursday, June 23, 2022
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Common NameScientific Name Federal Protection Status State Protection Status Grank Srank

Other Animal Species

In the Immediate Vicinity of the Project Site Based on 

Additional Species Tracked by 

Endangered and Nongame Species Program

Vertebrate Animals

Malaclemys terrapin terrapin Northern Diamondback Terrapin G4T4Q S3

Total number of records: 1

Thursday, June 23, 2022
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Table 3: Within 1 Mile for Riparian Zone Width Determination 

(6 possible reports)

1. Rare Plant Species Occurrences for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination (Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rule 

Appplication) - Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database

Yes

2. Natural Heritage Priority Sites for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site 
Yes

3. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Yes

4. Vernal Pool Habitat for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3

Yes

5. Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Stream Habitat File

No

6. Other Animal Species for Riparian Zone 

Width Determination - Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Additional Species Tracked by 

Endangered and Nongame Species Program

Yes

Report Name Included Number of Pages 

1 page(s) included

3 page(s) included

See emailed attachments

1 page(s) included

0 pages included

1 page(s) included

Thursday, June 23, 2022
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Scientific Name Common Name Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Regional

Status

Grank Srank Identified Last

Observed

Rare Plant Species Occurrences for Riparian Zone Width Determination 

(Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rule Appplication) 

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Natural Heritage Database

Vascular Plants

Bog AsphodelNarthecium americanum E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 2010-07-30

Bog AsphodelNarthecium americanum E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 2010-08-19

Bog AsphodelNarthecium americanum E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 2010-07-30

Knieskern's Beaked-rushRhynchospora knieskernii LT E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 1999-09-30

Knieskern's Beaked-rushRhynchospora knieskernii LT E LP, HL G2 S2 Y 1999-09-24

Pine Barren BellwortUvularia puberula var. 

nitida

E LP, HL G5T3 S2 Y 1995-07-02

Total number of records: 6

Thursday, June 23, 2022
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Amphibia

Pine Barrens 

Treefrog

Breeding 

Sighting

Hyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Pine Barrens 

Treefrog

Occupied 

Habitat

Hyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Pine Barrens 

Treefrog

Vernal Pool 

Breeding

Hyla andersonii 3 NA State Threatened G4 S2

Aves

Bald Eagle ForagingHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle NestHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S2N

Bald Eagle WinteringHaliaeetus 

leucocephalus

3 NA State Threatened G5 S1B,S2N

Barred Owl Breeding 

Sighting

Strix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Barred Owl Non-breeding 

Sighting

Strix varia 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S2N

Black Skimmer ForagingRynchops niger 4 NA State 

Endangered

G5 S1B,S1N

Black-crowned 

Night-heron

ForagingNycticorax nycticorax 3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Thursday, June 23, 2022
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Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Common Tern ForagingSterna hirundo 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Cooper's Hawk Breeding 

Sighting

Accipiter cooperii 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Cooper's Hawk NestAccipiter cooperii 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Glossy Ibis ForagingPlegadis falcinellus 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Grasshopper 

Sparrow

Breeding 

Sighting

Ammodramus 

savannarum

3 NA State Threatened G5 S2B,S3N

Little Blue Heron ForagingEgretta caerulea 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Snowy Egret ForagingEgretta thula 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S4N

Tricolored Heron ForagingEgretta tricolor 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3B,S3N

Insecta

Dotted Skipper Casual FlybyHesperia attalus 

slossonae

2 NA Special Concern G3G4T3 S3

Georgia Satyr Casual FlybyNeonympha helicta 2 NA Special Concern G3G4 S3

Reptilia

Atlantic Green 

Turtle

Occupied 

Habitat

Chelonia mydas 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State Threatened G3 S1

Atlantic Loggerhead Occupied 

Habitat

Caretta caretta 5 Federally Listed 

Threatened

State 

Endangered

G3 S1

Thursday, June 23, 2022

Page 2 of 3

NHP File No.:22-3907472-25154



Class Common Name Scientific Name Feature Type Rank Federal Protection

Status

State Protection

Status

Grank Srank

Rare Wildlife Species or Wildlife Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3 Species Based Patches

Eastern Box Turtle Occupied 

Habitat

Terrapene carolina 

carolina

2 NA Special Concern G5T5 S3

Kemp's or Atlantic 

Ridley

Occupied 

Habitat

Lepidochelys kempii 5 Federally Listed 

Endangered

State 

Endangered

G1 S1

Northern Pine Snake Occupied 

Habitat

Pituophis 

melanoleucus 

melanoleucus

3 NA State Threatened G4T4 S2

Spotted Turtle Occupied 

Habitat

Clemmys guttata 2 NA Special Concern G5 S3

Thursday, June 23, 2022
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Vernal Pool Habitat Type Vernal Pool Habitat ID

Vernal Pool Habitat for Riparian Zone Width Determination 

Within One Mile of the Project Site

Based on Search of Landscape Project 3.3

Potential vernal habitat area 1019

Potential vernal habitat area 1024

Total number of records: 2

Thursday, June 23, 2022
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Common NameScientific Name Federal Protection Status State Protection Status Grank Srank

Other Animal Species for Riparian Zone Width Determination

Within One Mile of the Project Site 

Based on Additional Species Tracked by 

Endangered and Nongame Species Program

Vertebrate Animals

Malaclemys terrapin terrapin Northern Diamondback Terrapin G4T4Q S3

Total number of records: 1

Thursday, June 23, 2022
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