
N.J. Statute § 13:1B-15.119 et seq. 

§ 13:1B-15.119. Natural Lands Trust

There is hereby created and established in but not of the Division of Parks and Forestry of
the Department of Environmental Protection, a body corporate and politic with corporate 
succession, to be known as the New Jersey Natural Lands Trust. The trust is hereby 
constituted an instrumentality exercising public and essential government functions and the 
exercise by the trust of the powers conferred by this act shall be deemed and held to be an 
essential government function of the State. The statutory goals of the trust shall include the 
preservation of land in its natural state for enjoyment by the public and to protect elements 
of natural diversity. 

History: 

L. 1968, c. 425, 1, eff. Jan. 23, 1969. Amended by L. 1973, c. 64, 1, eff. March 22, 1973; L.
1986, c. 178, 1, eff. Dec. 9, 1986.

§ 13:1B-15.120. Trustees; terms; appointment; chairman

The powers and duties of the trust shall vest in and be exercised by a board of 11
trustees comprised initially of the six members of the Natural Areas Council, who shall serve 
for terms co-extensive with their respective terms on the council, and shall be succeeded by 
trustees appointed by the Governor from a list of candidates nominated by a nominating 
committee provided by a group of nonprofit New Jersey corporations having open space 
preservation or environmental education as their corporate purpose, such as North Jersey 
Conservation Foundation, New Jersey Audubon Society, Rutgers, The State University, New 
Jersey Federation of Women's Clubs, Conservation and Garden Department, New Jersey 
Federation of Garden Clubs, and Watershed Associations incorporated in the State of New 
Jersey. Organizations must apply to the trustees in order to provide one member to the 
nominating committee. The trustees thus appointed will serve for 3-year terms, each of 
whom will continue to serve until succeeded. The remaining trustees shall be: a member of 
the State House Commission designated by the Governor, and by virtue of their offices, the 
State Treasurer, the Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection and two 
members of the staff of the Department of Environmental Protection designated by the 
commissioner, or their respective representatives. 

The Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Natural Lands Trust shall be elected by the 
trustees. 

The concurrence of six members of the board shall be necessary to the validity of all acts of 
the board. At least one member of this majority must be an official of the State Government 
represented on the board. 

History: 

L. 1968, c. 425, 2, eff. Jan. 23, 1969. Amended by L. 1973, c. 64, 2, eff. March 22, 1973.
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§ 13:1B-15.121. No compensation; reimbursement

The trustees shall serve without compensation, but the trust may reimburse its members
for necessary expenses incurred in the discharge of their duties. 

History: 

L. 1968, c. 425, 3, eff. Jan. 23, 1969. Amended by L. 1986, c. 178, 2, eff. Dec. 9, 1986.

§ 13:1B-15.122. Powers of trust

The New Jersey Natural Lands Trust shall have the power:

(a) To sue and be sued in its own name, but the trustees shall be held harmless for acts
performed in good faith;

(b) To adopt a seal and alter the same at pleasure;

(c) To adopt bylaws for the regulation of its affairs and the conduct of its business;

(d) To maintain an office or offices at such a place or places within the State as it may
designate;

(e) To appoint such officers, who need not be members of the trust, in addition to a
secretary and a treasurer, as the trust shall deem advisable, and to employ such other
employees and agents as may be necessary or desirable in its judgment, to fix their
compensation, and to promote and discharge such officers, employees and agents, all
without regard to the provisions of Title 11, Civil Service, of the Revised Statutes;

(f) To acquire in the name of the trust, hold and dispose of real or personal property in the
exercise of its powers and the performance of its duties under this act;

(g) To apply for and accept any grant of money from the federal government, which might
be or may become available for programs in furtherance of its statutory goals, and to
subscribe to and comply with any rule or regulation made by the federal government with
respect to the application of such a grant, and to enter into and perform any contract or
agreement with respect to the application of such a grant;

(h) To make, enter into and perform all contracts and agreements necessary or incidental to
the performance of its duties, the maintenance of its property and the execution of its
powers under this act. No contract on behalf of the trust shall be entered into for the doing
of any work, or for the hiring of equipment or vehicles, where the sum to be expended
exceeds the sum of $ 7,500.00, unless the trust first publicly advertises for bids therefor,
and awards the contract to the lowest responsible bidder; but advertising is not required
where the contract to be entered into is one for furnishing or performing services of a
professional nature, where there is only one source for the product or service being
procured, or for the supplying of any product or the rendering of any service by a public
utility subject to the jurisdiction of the Board of Public Utilities, and tariffs and schedules of
the charges, made, charged, or exacted by the public utility for such products to be supplied
or services to be rendered, are filed with the board. This section does not prevent the trust
from having any work done by its own employees, nor does it apply to repairs, or to the
furnishing of materials, supplies or labor, or the hiring of equipment or vehicles, when the
safety or protection of its or other public property or the public convenience requires, or the
exigency of the circumstances will not admit of such advertisement. In such case the trust
shall, by resolution passed by the affirmative vote of a majority of its members, declare the
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exigency or emergency to exist, and set forth in the resolution the nature thereof and the 
approximate amount to be expended; 
 
(i) To do all acts and things necessary or convenient to carry out the powers expressly 
granted in this act; 
 
(j) To hold and use all lands in said trust for educational and research purposes. 
 

History: 
 
L. 1968, c. 425, 4, eff. Jan. 23, 1969. Amended by L. 1973, c. 64, 3, eff. March 22, 1973; L. 
1986, c. 178, 3, eff. Dec. 9, 1986. 
 
§ 13:1B-15.123. Particular powers  
 
  The trust shall have power in particular: 
 
(a) To accept gifts, legacies, bequests and endowments for any purpose which falls within 
that of the trust and, unless otherwise specified by the person making such a gift, legacy, 
bequest and endowment of money in furtherance of the trust, to invest the same in whole 
or in part in an interest-bearing trust account or general obligations of the State of New 
Jersey; 
 
(b) To acquire and hold real and personal property and lands significant as natural areas, by 
gift, purchase, devise, bequest or by any other means, and to preserve, interpret and 
administer such properties; in the acquisition of such properties, to acquire properties 
deemed necessary for the proper use and administration of natural areas property; 
 
(c) To apply all moneys, assets, property or other things of value it may receive as an 
incident to its operation to the general purpose of the trust; 
 
(d) To cooperate with and assist, insofar as practicable, any agency of the State or any of 
its political subdivisions, and any private agency or person in furtherance of the purposes of 
the trust; 
 
(e) To give any moneys or property held by the trust to the Commissioner of the 
Department of Environmental Protection on behalf of the State, for the purpose of 
administering, operating or maintaining the natural areas programs of the State of New 
Jersey; 
 
(f) To establish a stewardship program, comprising committees of volunteers under the 
direction and supervision of the board of trustees, and take all reasonable action necessary 
for maintenance of its property, and to employ such other employees and agents as may be 
required in its judgment to safeguard and maintain its lands, all without regard to the 
provisions of Title 11, Civil Service, of the Revised Statutes; 
 
(g) To procure insurance against any losses in connection with its property, operations or 
assets, in such amounts and from such insurers as it deems desirable. 
 

History: 
 
L. 1968, c. 425, 5, eff. Jan. 23, 1969. Amended by L. 1973, c. 64, 4, eff. March 22, 1973; L. 
1986, c. 178, 4, eff. Dec. 9, 1986. 
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§ 13:1B-15.124. Annual report; recommendations or requests  
 
   The trust shall report annually to the Governor and the Legislature of the State of New 
Jersey as to their activities during the preceding year, together with any recommendations 
or requests the trustees deem appropriate to further the purposes of the trust. 
 

History: 
 
L. 1968, c. 425, 6, eff. Jan. 23, 1969. 
 
§ 13:1B-15.125. Approval mandatory  
 
   The trust may not purchase any lands directly or indirectly through the Department of 
Environmental Protection which will result in the incurrence of any financial obligations on 
the part of the State of New Jersey, without express approval of the Commissioner of the 
Department of Environmental Protection or the Legislature. 
 

History: 
 
L. 1968, c. 425, 7, eff. Jan. 23, 1969. Amended by L. 1973, c. 64, 5, eff. March 22, 1973; L. 
1986, c. 178, 5, eff. Dec. 9, 1986. 
 
§ 13:1B-15.126. Legal counsel and services; request  
 
   The trustees may request, and upon such request shall receive from the Attorney General 
of the State of New Jersey, all legal counsel and services necessary to carry out the 
purposes of the trust. 
 

History: 
 
L. 1968, c. 425, 8, eff. Jan. 23, 1969. 
 
§ 13:1B-15.127. Partial invalidity  
 
   If any section or sections of this act or any provision thereof shall be declared to be 
unconstitutional, invalid or inoperative in whole or in part, such section or provision shall, to 
the extent that it is not unconstitutional, invalid or inoperative be enforced and effectuated 
and no such determination shall be deemed to invalidate or make ineffectual the remaining 
provisions of the sections of this act. 
 

History: 
 
L. 1968, c. 425, 9, eff. Jan. 23, 1969. 
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