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oIn 1997,

...the Natural Lands Trust again found
little idle time and concentrated on
completing 19 individual closings,
bringing approximately 944 acres
under Trust stewardship. The size of
the acquisitions range from the new
382 acre Penny Pot Preserve in
Camden County, to a small addition
to our Moorestown Preserve in
Burlington County. Working closely
with the Green Acres Program in
the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection, we were
able to secure protection of several
parcels significant for their rare species
habitat. As we enter 1998, the Trust
has responsibility for nearly 10,800
acres throughout the State, and
expects to protect additional open
space in the future.

In February, the Governor replaced
Frank Leary as a member of the Board
of Trustees. Mr. Leary was first
appointed to the Natural Lands Trust
in January 1984. He served with
distinction and dedication to the
Trust with an outstanding record of
attendance and contribution to
evaluation of fand offerings, often
inspecting sites and providing his
valuable environmental expertise.

In 1996, Mr.Leary was elected
Chairperson of the Board and
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continued his exuberance in a
leadership role, convening a strategic
planning session of the Board and staff,
His didactic persona will be missed
by all. His replacement, Thomas
Gilmore, President of the New Jersey
Audubon Society, is no stranger to the
Trust. Mr. Gilmore was first appointed
to the Board in 1993 but replaced

in the latter part of 1995, His
administrative and environmental
background are well known
throughout the State and will be a
valuable asset to the Board in the
future, as it has been in the past.

As a result of the vacancy created,
Sally Dudiey was unanimously elected
as Chairperson of the Board this past
March. Ms. Dudley, Executive Director
of the Association of New Jersey
Environmental Commissions {(ANJEC),
was first appointed to the Board in
1993, Her experience as a Trustee
dates back further when Ms. Dudley
represented the Department of
Environmental Protection on the Board
in her position as staff to the Assistant
Commissioner for Natueal and Historic
Resources.

Photo:
3 Rivers Preserve
by Martin Rapp

Photo:;
Vernal Pond at Tifton’s Creek
by Martin Rapp




Dorking % ()(J(/i(/i’//{’?

flor a Gommon Goal

In a display of corporate civic
responsibility, 382 acres of dense pitch
pine lowlands and hardwood swamp
in Winslow Township, Camden County
were donated to the Trust by BASF
Corporation through a coordinated
cffort between the Trust and the Trust
for Public Land. BASF Corporation is
among the top ten producers of
chemicals and related products in the
United States, Canada and MeXico. As a
successful industry and business
leader, the company was aware that
the donation of the property without
pport for stewardship would not be
to provide long-term
I'to the resources. As part of
15 AGF generously

gat Bay section of the -
Watgerway, the protcctton

The business of preserving natural =
diversity through land acquisition can . .
be a complicated matter and often. .-

involves the work of a number of -

organizations. Not all may participaté' '

in the direct acquisition of property,
but help can take many forms to
accomplish the goal of protection.

The NJDEP Office of Natural Resource
Damages is one associate that insured
Trust protection of critical endangered
species habitat this year. While
working towards closing on a parcel at
the Trust’s Four Mile Branch Preserve,
the payment of substantial back taxes
became an obstacle that threatened to
stop acquisition. Because of limited

funding, the Trust requests each donor

of property to pay realestate taxes
until the end of the year ‘of closmg
However the donors W_erc ]

- Natural Tands Trust since
T a]rcady owned and m.m.igcd several
- other propemes in the 1mmedlate

" vicinity of the ]:vans/FourWay' S
. properties. Asapartofthc e

eTrust

negotiations and the cooperauve cffort'
to seck the best Way to further ensure
the preservation of the scenic, historic
and natural vahues of the bucolic
property, the parties also agreed to -
have a conservation e'a:sgm_en’t,_ to be .
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Partnerships can be elaborate
contractual arrangements or as simple
as the informal referral network of
potential donors that exists within the
New Jersey conservation community.
One illustration of this pervasive spirit
of cooperation is the New Jersey
Conservation Foundation's referral
of the Adelstein family land donation
resulting in the protection of 16 acres
now known as the Cemetery Bend
Preserve in Monroe Township,
Middlesex County. Another, albeit a bit
more complicated, example was an
offer by Mr. and Mrs. Francesco Cataldo
to sell their 86 acres of forested
wetlands in Franklin Township,
Gloucester County to the Green Acres
Program. While the purchase did not
meet Green Acres’ criteria, the Trust’s
Real Estate Coordinator, Beverly A.
Mazzella, thought the South Jersey
Land Trust might be actively acquiring
land in the area and referred the offer
of sale to that organization. The local
land trust was able to determine that a
donation of the property would also
meet the Cataldo’s financial needs.
The South Jersey Land Trust did not,
however, wish to hold the land in
perpetuity and asked that the Natural
Lands Trust accept the donation, which
became known as the Black Acres
Preserve. This dense wetland, known
locally as White Oak Swamp, is
dominated by the trees of it namesake
with an understory of black
huckleberry abundant along the
narrow paths.

Partnerships can also be the
attainment of personal objectives by
cach of the participants. The Green
Acres Program acquires land for open
space, often referring potential
donations of land for preservation by
the Trust. This year’s establishment of
the Trust's Buckhorn Creek Preserve in
White Township, Warren County
resulted from such a sitnation. Located
at the base of Scott’s Mountain and
transected by Buckhorn Creek, the 38
acres, including an active beaver
colony, was offered to Green Acres
and, subsequently, to the Trust by
Leonard and Lois Green. Working with
the Trust, the owners were able to see
the property preserved for the benefit
of the public while meeting their
financial need to liquidate the assets of
their business corporation.
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Lhrandma’s Shlace

Through the continuing generosity
of Robert C. Vanderbilt, the Trust
received the donation of an additional
27.7 acres of land lying adjacent to
more than 213 acres of public lands
located in Byram Township, Sussex
County. Included in this total are an
elementary school, municipal park,
township recreation area, and the
Trust’s 63 acre Lubbers Run Preserve.

The Preserve is named after the
meandering, cold, clear waterway
“Bobby”Vanderhilt fished in as a boy
on holidays while visiting grandma’s in
the country. Through the years, Mr,
Vanderbilt came to own “grandma’s
place”, the site of many fond
memories. Unfortunately, times change
and he is now living out of the area,
has married and taken on other
responsibilitics which don’t allow him
to visit as much as in the past. Sadly, he
has had to make the decision to sell
the house. He was enthusiastic when
he realized that he could play a part in
the preservation of the Lubbers Run
watershed which is so dear to him
while selling the home to another for
enjoyment. in 1996, Mr. Vanderbilt
donated all but the 3 acre homesite
of “grandma’s place” on the south side
of Lackawanna Road. But, he didn’t
stop there.

Trust staff worked with him on the
1997 donation of additional acreage in
order to expand the Preserve to the
north side of Lackawanna Road. Mr.
Vanderbilt’s appreciation of the value
of open space preservation and his
sentimental ties to the land resulted in
the preservation of these boulder
strewn uplands and emergent marsh
mazintained by an active colony of
beavers. Secure in the knowledge that
Trust ownership would protect the
lands from indiscriminate
development, Mr. Vanderbilt was to
find that his benevolence would also
afford him some attractive federal
income tax advantages. At the same
time, he enjoys the thought that
perhaps another little boy may have
the same memories of “the big one that
got away”!
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Open space is an important and
necessary component of all
communities. Parks and nature
preserves provide citizens with an
opportunity for outdoor retreats from
hectic daily activities, allowing the
simple pleasures of walking, fishing
and nature observation. These open
spaces also provide protection for
local wildlife though the preservation
of forests, fields, marsh and other
natural communities. Fortunately,
residents of the communities within
which the Natural Lands Trust manages
properties understand and appreciate
these values. Individuals and groups
are joining together to insure that the
Trust Preserve in their community
continues to be a local asset,

For several years, the Edison
Greenways Group and Edison Wetlands
Association, working with other local
environmental organizations, have
sponsored clean up days and guided
walks at the Trust’s Stevens Preserve.
This year, their efforts also included
constructing 4 permanent sign
identifying the Preserve. In Ocean
County, at the Sands Point Harhor
Preserve, it wasn’t too long after
posting boundaries that neighbors
comtacted the Trust, excited and
wanting to know more about the site
and what they could do to maintain it.
For a long time, the neighbors had
been picking up trash along the
bayshore and roadside in the area.
After learning that the Trust would be
managing the property, they wanted
to do even more,

Not only did the Trust want to keep
vehicles from driving along the
sensitive bay shore, it was a goal of the

local residents as well. With a common
goal in mind, and neighbor working
with neighbor, the community
gathered pilings, lumber, nails, shovels
and post hole diggers from backyards
and garages. Husbands, wives and the
Trust ecologist began constructing a
barrier to keep trucks off the sensitive
beach. Working with friends, the job
goes quickly. Now the beach is still
accessible for walkers but the vehicles
stay parked on the pavement,

In Sussex County, the Byram
Township Environmental Commission
and representatives of the Planning
Board joined the Trust ecologist for a
nature walk through the Lubbers Run
Preserve. A study commissioned by
the Township had identified areas,
including this Trust property, as part of
a greenway along the Lubbers Run, a
trout maintenance stream which flows
into the Musconetcong River. “The
evening walk was informative and a
pleasure”, said Margaret McGartity of
the Byram Environmental Commission.
A trai] planned at the Preserve will join
with a small nature trail already in
place at the elementary school next
door. The Preserve is becoming an
example of how open space can
provide linkages within a community;
further enhancing the resident’s
quality of life.

Photo:
Volunteers at Stevens Preserve
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Each ccol morning, the woodstove is
lit by Goyn Reinhardt and lovingly
tended to as it has been for a decade or
two. Just as assuredly, the cats he has
grown to love come from the fields
and woods to warm themselves by the
heat of the stove, To this small cabin at
the corner of Reinhardt and Clove
Roads, Goyn makes his ten mile drive
from Port Jervis each morning and late
afiernoon to take care of his “kitties”.
He also comes to watch over the land
he and his family have loved for years,
land that he has donated to the Natural
Lands Trust.

Goyn grew up in a farm house across
from the small cabin on Clove Road in
Montague Township, Sussex County.
Goyn knows every trail and detail of
the forest and meadows that surround
this small cabin, This land of tall oaks,
hemlock, hickory and maple have been
passed down through the Nearpass
generations, his mother’s side of the
family. A barn on Clove Road was huilt
by his grandfather in 1840 to house
the cows that pastured down along
Clove Brook and to store hay cut from
the adjacent fields. Goyn’s love for this
land is genuine and his stories about it
fascinating. Stories of long walks over
the mountain, to play a game of
checkers with the neighbor; of the
limestone quarry where his
grandfather worked, and how the old
lime kiln fire glowed days at a time on
property along Clove Road.
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Goyn and One of His Kittens

The way Goyn looks at it, the farm
had been passed down to him for his
care, a responsibility Goyn gladly
accepted and upholds to this day.
However, in 1973 the property tax
assessments in Montague began to
increase substantially. Goyn was
finding taxes too costly but didn'’t
want to et his family’s legacy go for
development. Conservation options
seemed limited then and Goyn wanted
assurance that the land would always
be protected and kept natural. The
objectives of the Trust to hold property
in its natural state for lasting
preservation, and elimination of the
property tax burden, was a perfect
solution for Goyn. That year, he
donated 240 acres of his land to the
Natural Lands Trust.

This year Goyn again favored the
Trust with a wonderful donation of 13
forested acres to add to the Reinhardt
Preserve, named in his honor. When
the family were active farmers, this
land was field, a5 evidenced by stone
walls now forming lines through the
woods of maples and oaks. These
woods hold a particularly sentimental
value to Goyn and he has requested
that these 13 acres of woods never be
touched or disturbed by bulldozer.

Of course, the Trust will respect that
request, once an existing old dwelling
on the property is demolished.

Goyn’s love of the land has inspired his
neighbors as well. Two of them have
donated conservation easements to the
Trust totaling 57 acres and linking the
Reinhardt Preserve and High Point
State Park.

Goyn is now 90 years young, though
“19” might be more descriptive of his
spirit as he chops wood for the stove,
and gathers up the kitties for their
afternoon treats. Hiking around the
Preserve, he still looks both ways
before crossing Clove Road. An old
ham radio operator, Goyn turns up the
volume on his hearing aid a bit higher
these days, but his is a story we should
all know. If we take time to listen to
Goyn Reinhardt and learn the same
love of the land, we too will look both
ways—to protect our land for future
generations as we admire all that it
holds from the past. Learning from a
truly wonderful man has been a delight
for the Trust staff. Thank you, Goyn.

Photo:
Goyn Reinhardt Posting
by L.DiCola
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Preserving more open space—to
protect drinking water quality, to
preserve wildlife habitat or to provide
recreational opportunities—has
become a widely accepted goal for
citizens throughout New Jersey. In
January and February, Governor
Whitman, Senate President
DiFrancesco and the Governor’s
Council on New Jersey Qutdoors,
{chaired by former Assemblywoman
Maureen Ogden) all called for
additional funding for open space
protection. The Governor and the
Council support an annual financial
commitment of $200 million—1/10
of what New Jersey spends on
transportation each year. Senator
DiFrancesco proposes a specific
funding program that would raise
some $36 million a year for the
counties and municipalities with
open space trust funds.

Poll after poll shows that citizens
support open space protection—and
are willing to pay for it. Voting records
bear this out. Nine Green Acres bond
issues have passed with decisive
margins since 1961, And over the Jast
decade, citizens have voted to raise
their property taxes in 13 counties and
53 municipalities for the sole purpose
of dedicating funds to open space
preservation.

The Governor’s January inaugural
speech set the tone. She
enthusiastically supported the
preservation of one million additional
acres of open space and the
authorization of $200 million a year
for acquisition and maintenance.
Noting that New Jersey has lost nearly
1 million acres of farmland to
development and hundreds of
thousands of acres of forest, meadows
and wetlands to development since the
1950’s, the Council recommends the
preservation of 1 million additional
acres of open space and the
establishment of a stable source of
funding to provide $200 million
annually over the next ten years for
open space acquisition and
management. Of the $200 million,
$140 million would be directed at land
preservation and $60 million at public
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land management. Land preservation
funds would go for 500,000 additional
acres of farmland, 100,000 acres for
watershed protection, 200,000 acres of
Greenway linkages and 200,000 acres
of recreational open space. Land
management funds would be used on
state-owned lands, matching grants for
maintenance in urban ajd
communities, historic preservation
projects, and in-lieu tax payments to
municipalities with over 500 acres of
state-owned open space. The Council’s
report describes 12 potential funding
sources but does not recommend one
particular source or combination. In
its research, the Council used two
primary criteria: how appropriate the
revenue source is for dedication to
natural resources and whether it could
reasonably be increased without
imposing an undue burden on the
taxpayer. Among the Council's
preferred revenue options are—
increasing the motor fuel tax: each
additional penny would raise $41
million and cost the average consumer
$6 a year;—a mortgage fee: $1 per
$1000 value would generate $25
million from residential mortgages
alone;—-raising the current tax on
water to 10 cents per 1000 gallons
would raise $29 million and cost the
average consumer $8 more per year;—
a surcharge on car rentals: $1 per day
surcharge would raise at Icast $10
million annually and largely be paid by
out-of-state residents; and-redirecting
unclaimed lottery funds, currently
running $11-%14 million a year. These
funds are currently appropriated on
discretionary basis.

The Stockton Alliance, a group of 20
business and environmental
organizations, has adopted passage of a
stable source of funding for open
space as its primary goal for 1998 and
is using the theme “Pennies for
Preservation” in its campaign to build
broad-based support for a stable
funding source for natural resource
preservation. Environmental groups
and commissions, land trusts,
watershed organizations, trail and
hiking groups and sportsmen’s
organizations are also working
together to get stable source legislation
passed in 1998, I am proud that the
Natural Lands Trust is part of this team
committed to preserving and
managing open space through a stable
source of funding.
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Policy for the Trust is set by an
eleven-member Board of Trustees.
Six members are appoinied by the
Governor from the recommenda-
tions of a nominating caucus of
conservation organizations and five
members are State officials.

Michael Catania, Executive Director
of New Jersey Field Office of The
Nature Conservancy. Resides in
Mendham Borough, Morris County,

Emile DeVito, Director of
Conservation Biology, New Jersey
Conservation Foundation. Resides in
South Plainfield Borough, Middlesex
County.

Sally Dudley, (Chairperson),
Executive Director, Association of
New Jersey Environmental
Commissions. Resides in Harding
Township, Morris County,

Ruth Ehinger, Land Use Regulation
Program, Department of

Environmental Protection. Resides in
Hopewell Township, Mercer County.

Betsy Foster, member New Jersey
State Federation of Women'’s Clubs.
Resides in Haworth Borough, Bergen
County.

Thomas Gilmore, President, New
Jersey Audubon Society, Resides in
Franklin Lakes Borough, Bergen
County.
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George Gross, Administrator, General
Services Administration; Representing
State Treasurer. Resides in Mendham
Borough, Morris County.

James Hall (Vice Chairperson),

Assistant Commissioner for Natural
and Historic Resources, Department of
Environmental Protection; representing
the Commissioner. Resides in North
Hanover Township, Burlington County.

Theresa Lettman, Pinelands
Preservation Alliance. Resides in
Manchester Township, Ocean County.

Honorable John A. Lynch, Senator
from District 17 and member of the
State House Commission. Resides in
the City of New Brunswick, Middlesex
County.

Thomas Wells, Administrator, Green
Acres Program, Department of
Environmental Protection. Resides in
Mendham Borough, Morris County.

David F. Moore, Secretary/Treasurer

Staff

Thomas E Hampton, Executive
Director

Beverly Mazzella, Real Estate
Coordinator

Judeth Piccinini Yeany, Counsel

Martin Rapp, Ecologist
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