
The Wildlife 
Resource Center

at the Highlands



The Wildlife Resource Center @ the Highlands
 Initiated design in 2020
Focus on public access & wildlife interpretation
Consolidate 5 existing field offices
DEP Fish & Wildlife office space (5 programs)

Work ties to WSFR Federal 
Grants  and therefore allows 

for use of Federal funds
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The Wildlife Resource Center
at the Highlands



Resource 
Center

• 2,380 sq. ft. exhibit center
• Interactive LED Displays

• 1,774 sq. ft. Community Engagement 
• 100-person video/event room
• Community Program/Meeting Rooms

• 1.2 mile Resource Education Trail



The Wildlife Resource Center @ the Highlands
DEP’s Lead by Example Initiative 

• LEED Certified – Silver
100-person meeting room 

• Educational programs (including Highlands)
• Bear Aware 
• Meeting options for NGOs, Conservation Groups

Parking/bathrooms for public for the Highlands Trail/Clinton WMA 
(70+ spaces)

EV Charging Stations
 Information and licenses
Large scale outdoor events

• Department-wide events/programs
• Shooting Sports

Fishing Programs (Spruce Run Reservoir)



RESOURCE 
EDUCATION TRAIL
• 1.2 mile Resource Education Trail

• Connected to Highlands Trail 
• 168-mile trail NY/NJ (122 miles NJ)

• Connects to exhibit room
• Connects w/Spruce Run Recreation Area
• Parking/restrooms for trail users

• Imperiled wildlife habitats and wildlife that use them
• Pollinator, grassland, early successional, Forb 

meadow, savannah, grain cropland, pine 
plantation, pollinator garden

• Wildlife viewing locations
• Black Brook spur (Native Brook Trout)
• Importance of Highlands
• Aquatic feature (retention pond designed for wildlife)
• Informational kiosks





Holly Farm Update
• Construction reviews are complete

• Design firm developing bid documents

• DPMC reviews bid documents, 
forwards to Treasury for review and 
advertisement



Completed and in management rotation:
• Habitat Succession Demonstration 

Area
• Pollinator Habitat Demonstration Area 
• Forage & Cover Plot Demonstration 

Area

Future management plans:
• Prescribed Fire Demonstration Area 

(NJFFS)
• Vernal pool installation/enhancement
• Forestry mowing rotation
• Northern pine snake management

Habitat Restoration
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