
Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The 2024 SCORP update will build upon the federally-required SCORP planning exercise and stakeholder issues that will impact open space and outdoor recreation decision making. 
The outcome of this open space planning effort may warrant policy modifications and legislative action.

As I mentioned in the last section the department is led by priorities, as such other programs in the department are working on efforts that are in line with this plan such as 

Climate Change Resilience Strategy, Coastal Resilience Plan
NJ Forest Action Plan 2020, NJ Wildlife Action Plan 2018
Environmental justice Law proposed rules and plans
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• What is the SCORP?
• Outside, Together! Overview

• Timeline 

Agenda



How did we get 
here? 

• What is Statewide Comprehensive 
Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP)?

• How was SCORP prepared historically? 
What's different?

• How we plan to prepare the SCORP for 
2023-2027? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What is Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP)? ​
A five-year action and investment plan​
To be eligible for Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) funding and Recreational Trail Program funds from the Federal Highway Administration. ​
Inventory of current recreation resources (at the local, state and federal levels)​
Demographic changes, open space and outdoor recreation supply & demand and trend analysis ​
Review of Green Acres Local and State Land Acquisition Scoring / Priority Ranking Criteria​
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT (survey, polling, visioning sessions and workshops) ​
Identification of needs and opportunities​
​
The outcome may warrant policy modifications and legislative action.​
​
 How was SCORP prepared historically? Historically the plan was developed in house through conversations with some external likeminded external stakeholders, and ​
This time we decided to elevate the planning efforts, through first receiving a planning grant from NPS, and then April 22, 2022, Commissioner LaTourette signed Administrative Order 2022-12 which broadened the plans impact by identifying principles that showcased dep priorities, the AO also outlined a multipronged public engagement effort.. establishing the creation of an Advisory Committee that will guide the development of New Jersey’s Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan and its recommendations, the survey which we will talk aout and the key focused conversations.  The other thing the AO did was direct the process for obtaining a consultant to assist us through this journey. ​
​




Objectives for Outside, Together!
• Principle 1 – Expanding high-quality open space and 

recreational opportunities for all New Jersey 
residents and visitors.

• Principle 2 – Enhancing climate resilience and 
sustainability through acquisition and development 
of open and green space.

• Principle 3 – Empowering communities through 
investments in ecotourism and outdoor recreation.

• Principle 4 – Embracing the role of technology in 
conservation and outdoor recreation.

• Principle 5 – Furthering equity and environmental 
justice through outdoor recreation.

• Principle 6 – Continuing commitments to 
stewardship and the conservation and restoration 
of biodiversity.

Principles 

• Identify opportunities for
• expanding public access
• improving the user experience

• Educate the public about the importance, needs, 
benefits 

• Identify high value open space and recreational 
needs of underserved or overburdened 
communities.

• Appreciation of the economic benefits
• Identify policy, regulatory and legislative actions 
• Encourage collaborative partnerships
• Satisfy the National Park Service requirements
• Engage the public



PAST

• Administrative Order Signed 
• Started working with Trust for Public Land 
• Advisory Committee meetings 
• Survey Development 
• Research and Analytics
• Statewide Public Survey
• Focus Group Discussion 

PRESENT
• Finalizing the Draft SCORP

FUTURE

• Advisory Committee, DEP and GO review the draft SCORP - SUMMER 2023
• Revisions to Draft SCORP - LATE SUMMER 2023
• Public comment & NPS review - FALL 2023
• SCORP Finalization - LATE FALL
• Full and Final SCORP submission due to NPS - December 2023 
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