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- EHD – localized impacts, but…

- Exaggerated mortality reports affect hunter behavior?

Considerations for 2022 reduced harvest

- Dry fall, except for Ian; rain end of 6-day Firearm;

January – mildest on record; February – 5th

mildest

- Effect of high harvest in 2020-21

- Increased harvest for each season except Permit 

Shotgun and Winter Bow. 

- January Permit Shotgun -8%

- February Permit Shotgun -13%

- Winter Bow -11%

- Warm weather possible factor in hunter and 

deer behavior



2022-23 Total Deer Harvest:    38,324

5 yr. average: 45,320 
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2022-23 Total Deer Harvest

Fall Bow 

Permit 

Bow

6-Day 

Firearm

Permit 

Muzzle-

loader

Permit 

Shotgun

Winter 

Bow

Youth 

Hunt Days Total

2022 12395 8958 4697 3692 5142 3092 348 38,324

2021 10,867 8,937 4,237 3,555 5,397 3,474 320 36,787

% difference 14.1% 0.2% 10.9% 3.9% -4.7% -11.0% 8.8% 4.2%

N difference 1,528 21 460 137 -255 -382 28 1,537

Overall Harvest Comparison
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2022: 24,717 9689 3,918
percent of total harvest   64% 26% 10%



Percent of bow harvest  2022:  34% 65% 0.7%



16,289 22,035
-2.5% +5.5%
-393 +1,144



2023 Community Based Deer Management Permit Kills

2023 CBDMP total =353  
2022 CBDMP Total = 196

Antlered Antlerless Total Antlered Antlerless Total Antlered Antlerless Total Antlered Antlerless Total Antlered Antlerless Total

0 6 6 37 115 152 45 80 125 0 0 0 16 54 70

Mercer County ParksBernards, Somerset County Essex County Parks Princeton, Mercer County Joint Base McGuire Dix Lakehurst



Total Antlerless Permits: 71,555 34,334 19,763 17,458

-5% -5% -5%           -4%

Total Antlerless Harvest: 10,812 4,007 4,526 2,279

-1% -1% -3%          +5%



Total Buck Permits: 51,975 26,007 13,056    12,912

-5% -6% -6% -5%

Total Antlered Harvest:  6,980 4,951 616   1,413

-1% +2% -18% +2%





Council to Advance Hunting and Shooting Sports –April 4, 2023, report: Hunting license sales 

back to pre-pandemic levels.



2022 Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease 

Reports of Number of Dead Deer 
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2022 Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease 

Reports of Number of Dead Deer 

by New Jersey Township
DMZ harvest possibly 

impacted by EHD

26* -41%

28 -29%

29* -6%

43    -39%

45    -67%

46    -51%

47*  -48%



Deer Management Zone 26

Reg Set 2

Buck goal = 2.0 bucks per square mile

Strategy = Increase

Deer Range = 212 sq. mi.

2009: Reg Set changed from Set 4 to Set 3

2016: Reg Set Changed from Set 3 to Set 2

2017: 17 sq. miles of deer range added due

to boundary change with Zone 42.

2022: EHD



Antlerless Permit Sales: -18%

Permit Harvest: -50%



Deer Management Zone 29

Reg Set 5

Buck goal = 5.0 bucks per square mile

Strategy = Stabilize

Deer Range = 64 sq. mi.

Since 2000: Antler Point 

Restrictions

2022: EHD



Antlerless Permit Sales: -10%

Permit Harvest: -23%



Deer Management Zone 47

Reg Set 5

Buck goal = 1.03 bucks per square mile

Strategy = Decrease

Deer Range = 54 sq. mi.

2011: Antler Point 

Restrictions

2022: EHD



Antlerless Permit Sales: -32%

Permit Harvest: -58%



Southern Zones Total Harvest: 

2021 – 9,406 

2022 – 7,490 

-20%



Northern Zones Total Harvest: 

2021 – 17,167 

2022 – 19,183 

+12%



Central Zones Total Harvest: 

2021 – 10,214 

2022 – 11,651 

+14%



Total Permit Sales: -13%

Total Permit Harvest: -25% 







Farmer Depredation Permits

In EHD affected DMZs

Permit Zone

Total 

Permits

Total 

Cull

Total 

Permits

Total 

Cull

Total 

Permits

Total 

Cull

26* 7 23 5 12 5 44

28 2 1 1 0 4 2

29* 7 24 8 19 7 0

29*/30 0 0 1 0 1 0

47*/28 0 0 1 0 0 0

Grand Total 16 48 16 31 17 46

* EHD 2022

Average 3 deer killed per permit

2020 2021 2022



Years with EHD outbreaks:

2007

2011

2012

2021

2022




Year with significant mast production: 2015









Questions?


