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Atlantic Coast

The Atlantic Coast region encompasses parts of Monmouth, Ocean, Atlantic, and Cape May counties. It consists of
barrier islands and beaches, tidal salt marshes, rivers, shallow bays, and lagoons along New Jersey's coastline. New
Jersey's Atlantic coast beaches and marshes are among the most productive coastal habitats in the country. However,
the region also includes degraded locations with few natural areas.
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Wetland at Edwin B. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge
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The Ecological Priority Map illustrates lands that are critical to protect to maintain functional ecosystems in New Jersey. The map — " | i ."I
uses data on water quality, habitats for rare species, climate change resilience and habitat connectivity, to reflect ecologically L - I. af |

important lands across the landscape. It does not include already developed land, farmland preservation or federally owned lands.

The Ecological Priority Map was created by the Rowan University GeoLab in partnership with The Nature Conservancy, New Jersey
Conservation Foundation and a consortium of 21 conservation-focused groups both governmental and non-profits.
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Habitats ®

Habitats are critical for the survival of NJ's plants and animals. From breeding to hibernating to searching for mates and food, a species may rely on different habitats for different parts of their annual
cycle. In order to protect our at-risk species, we must protect, restore, and expand their habitat(s).
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EXPLORE THIS HABITAT > EXPLORE THIS HABITAT > EXPLORE THIS HABITAT > EXPLORE THIS HABITAT >

e ——

Grasslands Developed Areas Freshwater Tidal Rivers & Streams
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Priority Level 3 Threats ®

To protect our at-risk species, we need to identify the threats facing their critical habitats and direct threats to species themselves. Below are the priority threats facing species and their habitats in the
Atlantic Coast region. Learn how these threats were selected.

@® 1.3.5 Docks & marinas @® 8.2.5 Increased predation of at-risk species by mesopredators

@ 7.3.4 Beach Development ® 9.1.2 Run-off: Effluents resulting from urban activities that are separate from the water
supply system

@ 6.1.4 Recreational Boating @ 92.4.4 Drifting plastic and entanglement rubbish: Plastic garbage adrift or ashore of
oceans or large water bodies that intoxicate or entangle wildlife

@ 7.4.3 Reducing or ceasing human disturbance control @ 11.1.1 Changes in vegetation communities due to climate change

® £8.1.2 Invasive Non-Native Terrestrial plants degrade habitat, making it unsuitable for
plants and wildlife.

Key Actions ®

Once the priority threats were identified, experts created, reviewed and prioritized the actions we can take to address those threats. Below are some priority actions. Use the action database to search and
query for actions that are of interest.
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Species of Greatest Conservation Need ®

Some of New Jersey's species are at greater risk than others. These Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) include plants and animals facing population declines, habitat loss, or other threats. In
some cases, we simply don't have enough data to fully understand their status. By identifying these species and tracking their needs, we can focus conservation efforts where they are needed most. This
helps protect, restore, and support biodiversity across the region.
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Data Deficient Species (SGCN) Birds Reptiles Ampbhibians
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Mammals Inverts
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SPOTLIGHT SPECIES

Rusty Patched Bumblebee (Bombus affinis)

With its yellow thorax and fuzzy appearance, the rusty patched bumble bee is one of the
region’s most easily identified native pollinators. Only workers and males have the namesake
rusty patch on their abdomen, while queens are slightly larger and lack the marking. Queens
can grow up to 23 millimeters long, with workers and males ranging from 9to 17
millimeters. These bumble bees live in colonies where queens, workers, and males each
have specific roles and slightly different sizes and coloration.

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS SPECIES

Download the Atlantic Coast Region Mini Action Plan

Get a printable summary of top threats, priority actions, and key habitats for this region.

DOWNLOAD THE PDF
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