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Terrapin Status and Protection

In 2016, Governor Christie signed legislation (S-1625) designating terrapins as a “nongame” species, making 
them subject to the laws, rules and regulations of the Endangered and Nongame Species Conservation Act 
(N.J.S.A. 23:2A).  This includes the statute’s prohibitions on “take”:

N.J.S.A. 23:2A-6: Prohibitions relative to certain species
• Except as otherwise provided in P.L.1973, c. 309 (C.23:2A-1 et seq.) or the rules or regulations adopted 

thereunder, no person shall take, possess, transport, import, export, process, sell or offer for sale, or 
ship, and no common or contract carrier shall knowingly transport or receive for shipment, any species or 
subspecies of wildlife appearing on the following lists: (1) the list of wildlife determined to be endangered 
by the commissioner pursuant to P.L.1973, c. 309 (C.23:2A-1 et seq.); (2) the list of nongame species 
regulated pursuant to P.L.1973, c. 309 (C.23:2A-1 et seq.); […].



Administrative Updates

• Terrapins as species 
of Special Concern

• January 2025
• NJDEP Landscape 

Project mapping 
inclusion

• January 2025
• State Wildlife Action 

Plan update 2025, 
SGCN species



State State Listing SGCN (Y/N)

Massachusetts Threatened (S2) Y

Rhode Island Endangered (S1) Y

Connecticut Special Concern (S3) Y

New York Special Concern (S3) Y

Delaware Apparently Secure (S4) Y

Maryland Apparently Secure (S4) Y

Virginia Special Concern (S3) Y



2025 New Jersey Blue Crab Regulations

Users of non-collapsible, Chesapeake-style crab pots note: all pots set in any body of water 
less than 150-feet wide at mean low tide or in any manmade lagoon MUST include 
diamondbacked terrapin  excluder devices. Terrapin excluder devices must be no larger 
than 2-inch high by 6-inch wide and securely fastened inside each funnel entrance. 

2” x 6” excluder

5 x 15 cm
 



Recommendations to Minimize Terrapin and Crab Pot Interactions

• Require the use of excluders on all 
commercial-style crab pots, both 
commercial and recreational, set in all 
areas.  Requiring excluders on all 
commercial-style crab pots will 1) 
minimize terrapins from drowning in pots 
set close to shore, and 2) minimize 
terrapins from becoming entrapped in 
ghost pots that have been transported 
from deeper water into shallower 
terrapin areas.

• ENSP proposes stricter BRD regulations:
• Current (1998) = 5 x 15 cm (2 x 6 in) in waters 

< 150’ wide at low tide
• Proposed = 4.5 x 12 cm in all waters



Terrapin Excluder Regulations in Other States
• Massachusetts – No specific excluder regulations.

o In 2021 Massachusetts banned the use of six sided crab traps for blue crab.
• Rhode Island – No specific excluder regulations.

o No person shall take blue crabs from the waters of the State between the hours of sunset 
and sunrise (R.I. Gen. Laws § 20-7-15).

• Connecticut – No specific excluder regulations.  
o Only manually-operated crab traps (no unattended pots) are permitted in CT.

• New York – Excluders are required within bays, harbors, covers, rivers, tributaries and creeks 
that enter into Long Island Sound and other areas; 1 ¾” x 4 ¾” (4.5 x 12 cm)

• Delaware – Excluders are required on recreational pots only; 1 ¾” x 4 ¾” (4.5 x 12 cm)
• Maryland – Excluders are required on recreational pots only:  1 ¾” x 4 ¾” (4.5 x 12 cm)
• Virginia – Excluders are not required.  However, the cost of a recreational license has been raised 

from $36 to $46 for those who choose not to use excluders. Their website doesn’t specify 
excluder size, but states that “scientists have determined that the most effective size for a BRD 
(by-catch reduction device) is 1 ¾” x 4 ¾.” (4.5 x 12 cm) 



Harvester Concerns

• Many studies show no statistically 
significant reduction in crab catch 
with BRDs

• Doesn't need to be statistically 
significant to impact harvester 
income

• Study from Chesapeake Bay using 
4.5x12 cm BRD shows approx. 50% 
reduction in legal harvest

• Attempt to find BRD that excludes 
DBT without impacting crab 
harvest

• Propose 5x9 cm based on 
morphology

• Field trials in summer 2024



2024 Marine Fisheries Field Trials – Matt Heyl and Co.! 



2024 Field Trial Results

• Results similar to previous studies

• All BRDs showed reduction in legal 
crab catch

• SC design perhaps slightly better 
than NJ design



2025 Tanks Trials at MATES (Marine Academy of Technology and 
Environmental Science) – Dr. John Wnek

Terrapin Measurements Initial Tank Feb, 24, 2025

Terrapin Stage M/F SCL (mm) SCW (mm) PL (mm) CH (mm) Weight (g)
Terp 1 (Salt) Juvenile Female 86 71 74 37 123
Terp 2 
(Pepper) Juvenile Female 96 84 86 40 191
Terp 3 
(Georgie) Sub-Adult Female 121 96 105 52 353
Terp 4 
(Cupcake) Sub-Adult Female 130 109 116 49 400
Terp 5 
(Franklin) Adult Male 143 109 115 48 422
Terp 6 
(Aaron) Adult Male 149 114 124 53 455
Terp 7 
(Bubbles) Adult Female 165 135 140 67 830

• Tank trial using captive terrapins, the 5x9 cm BRD, and the 
SC BRD.

• Experimented with the different sized BRDs, orientations 
(horizontal/vertical), and placement within the entrance 
funnel. 



Tank Trial Results

• Most terrapins largely apathetic to pots
• Regular feeding schedule
• Acclimation to pot as part of environment

• One terrapin "trap happy"

• Perhaps not a standard case, but gave good info 
on interactions

• Turned itself ~60 deg off plane to enter

• Used results to consider additional BRD sizes



Thomas Murphy & Matt Tranchina
(and THANKS to Russ!)

• SC design
• 5x9 (novel)
• 6x8 (novel)
• 6.5x8 (novel)



2025 Marine Fisheries Field Trials – Matt Heyl and Co.! 

• Two locations in Great Bay
• Four treatments

• Control, SC, 5x9, 6.5x8
• Two of each at two 

distances from shore
• 24-hour soaks, 2-days per 

month, May to Oct
• Count and measure

• Legal crabs (females, #1 
males, #2 males)

• Sublegal crabs (count only)
• DBT
• Bycatch (conch)



Next Steps and THANK YOU

• Conduct summer field trials

• Continue tank trials using same BRD sizes as field 
trials

• Brainstorm (implement?) cooperative research 
design with industry

• Begin drafting regulations

• Much appreciate Marine Fisheries Jeff Brust, 
Matt Heyl, and Mike Celestino’s engagement 
and leadership!  



2026 Proposal?
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