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Hunting safely means 
staying away from 
utility equipment.

Protect yourself and others by looking out for 
power poles and lines.  
Structures attached to a transmission tower or pole—or placed 
underneath a high-voltage line—are dangerous and prohibited. 
Be sure to follow all hunting safety and sportsmanship guidelines, 
especially around power equipment.

If you have questions about staying safe near utility 
equipment, go to firstenergycorp.com/rightofway.

http://www.firstenergycorp.com
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THIS IS NOT THE FULL LAW. The information in this Digest is based on N.J.S.A. Title 23, Title 13:1B-34 and N.J.A.C. 7:25-5. The amended regulations 
are known as the Game Code and implement the statute laws. Consult NJDEP Fish & Wildlife’s Bureau of Law Enforcement for further details. See Law 
Enforcement Conservation Police Contacts, page 16 for regional Law Enforcement offices. All persons are reminded that the statutes, code and regula-
tions are the legal documents.

This Is Not the Full Law

Flatbrook/Roy Wildlife Management Area, 
Sussex County
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NJDEP Fish & Wildlife is a professional, environmental organization dedicated to the 
protection, management and wise use of the state’s fish and wildlife resources. The 
Digest is available at license agents and NJDEP Fish & Wildlife offices. Information may 
be reprinted with permission. Subscriptions are not available. This Digest is designed and 
produced by Kalkomey Enterprises, LLC. Partial funding for the Digest is provided by the 
Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Program. 
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Frank Virgilio, Chair
Jim DeStephano
Mitchell Jones
Ed Kertz
Dr. Rick Lathrop
Robert Pollock
Robert Puskas
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Where to Write Us
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Fish & Wildlife 
MC 501-03 • P.O. Box 420 • Trenton, NJ 08625-0420 • NJFishandWildlife.com

New Jersey DEP Fish & Wildlife
Our Mission
To protect and manage the state’s fish and wildlife to maximize their long-term biological, 
recreational and economic value for all New Jerseyans.
Our Goals
•	� To maintain New Jersey’s rich variety of fish and wildlife species at stable, healthy levels 

and to protect and enhance the many habitats on which they depend.
•	� To educate New Jerseyans on the values and needs of our fish and wildlife and to foster 

a positive human/wildlife co-existence. 
•	� To maximize the recreational and commercial use of New Jersey’s fish and wildlife for 

both present and future generations.
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New Jersey DEP Fish & Wildlife receives federal assistance from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
thus prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age and sex pursuant 
to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and Title IX of the Educational 
Amendments of 1972. If you believe that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity or 
service, contact NJDEP Fish & Wildlife, MC501-03, P.O. Box 420, Trenton, NJ 08625-0420. The telephone 
number is (609) 292-9410. You may also write to the Office of Civil Rights, Department of the Interior, 
1849 C Street, NW Washington, DC 20240.

FISHNET CHARTERS
CAPE COD - BUZZARDS BAY

Targeting all species of gamefish • Sea Bass - Stripers - Tautog

508-951-9991 • capt.meltrue@gmail.com
www.captainmeltrue.com

	
  
ALL CUTS 100% BONELESS 

 

VACUUM PACKED 

 

HUNTERS HELPING THE HUNGRY BUTCHER 

 
 
 

ITALIAN SWEET SAUSAGE, ITALIAN HOT SAUSAGE, 
BREAKFAST SAUSAGE, HOT STICKS, KIELBASA, PORK 

ROLL, HOT DOGS, JALAPENO CHEDDAR DOGS, 
SAURKRAUT CHEDDAR DOGS 

 
 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
 

51 OLD FRANKLIN SCHOOL RD. PITTSTOWN, NJ 08867 

 

SEPT – OCT, MON – SAT 8am – 9pm SUN 8am– 8pm 
NOV – FEB, MON – SAT 9am – 8pm SUN 9am – 7pm 

	
  

51 OLD FRANKLIN SCHOOL RD.  PITTSTOWN, NJ 08867

ALL CUTS 100% BONELESS
VACUUM PACKED

HUNTERS HELPING THE HUNGRY BUTCHER

ITALIAN SWEET SAUSAGE, ITALIAN 
HOT SAUSAGE, BREAKFAST SAUSAGE, HOT 
STICKS, KIELBASA, PORK ROLL, HOT DOGS, 

JALAPENO & SAUERKRAUT CHEDDAR DOGS,
JALEPENO CHEDDAR BOLOGNA.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK SEPT-DEC
SEPT-OCT: Mon-SAT 8am-9pm  SUN 8am-8pm
NOV-DEC: Mon-SAT 9am-8pm  SUN 9am-7pm

JAN-FEB, MON-SAT 9am-8pm CLOSED SUNDAY2

http://NJFishandWildlife.com
http://captainmeltrue.com


THE ULTIMATE

HUNTING TOOLSet

START YOUR FREE TRIAL Today!

ADVANCED PREDICTIONS

Your predictive guide, utilizing a 

proprietary algorithm for animal 

movement predictions to anticipate 

and intercept whitetail movement. 

Nationwide County-by-County 

whitetail rut phase predictions, 

guiding your strategic planning

for success. 

Your wind guide, comparing stands 

and blinds based on ideal and 

historical winds and for optimal 

positioning and placement.

With advanced mapping and 

forecasting features that help you �nd 

the perfect place and time, HuntWise 

gives you every tool you need to scout, 

strategize, and execute hunts like a pro. 

“If I had an app like this when 

I started hunting, the amount 

of ‘the one that got away’ 

stories would be far less. It’s 

going to take years of 

mistakes and translate them 

into years of success.”

John Dudley

@nockontv

http://huntwise.com


I've been hunting since I was a boy, and every year I feel the same increasing excitement and anticipation as hunting season 
approaches. With small game season starting in early September, there's little time to shift from summer activities to preparing 
for the 2024–2025 hunting season. During this “transition period,” my garage is always a mess as I begin to pull out my hunt-
ing gear long before I’ve packed away my fishing gear. Fall fishing will again be heating up, but the season also calls for spending 
afternoons in the woods to get a jump on scouting. Such an exciting time for outdoor adventures in New Jersey!

Many hunters love the familiarity of their regular hunting spots, while others find adventure in scouting new areas and setting 
up in a fresh location where they just "know" a big buck is hiding. Reading sign and predicting how animals might move through 
the landscape is one of the most fun parts of the process. Finding that perfect hunting or trapping spot has never been easier 
with the "New Jersey Wildlife Management Area Explorer." Accessible from your computer or mobile device, this app gets 
you to where the action is by identifying parking areas, public shooting ranges, boat ramps, and other key features on Wildlife 
Management Areas. Check out what it has to offer by visiting our website at dep.nj.gov/njfw/maps/. With over 800,000 acres 
of state-owned public open space available, the licensed hunter and trapper has plenty of area to explore!

In recent years, I've watched the “locavore” movement explode in New Jersey and across the country, as more people prioritize getting food produced close 
to home. I’m all for locally sourcing food, and I see hunters as the original “locavores.” Since NJDEP Fish & Wildlife was established in 1892, NJ hunters 
have been balancing their diets with locally and sustainably sourced meat through the harvest of wildlife during regulated hunting seasons.

While hunting gives people the ability to feed their families and creates a unique bond with the natural world, the organization “Hunters Helping the 
Hungry” takes this a step further by giving hunters the ability to share their harvest with those in need. During the 2023–24 season, the program donated 
31,169 pounds of venison (that's 124,676 servings!) to food banks across the state. See page 36 for details on how you can share your harvest.

I want to also encourage all our seasoned hunters to share the experience with someone who has not yet been hunting. Introducing someone to hunting and 
the outdoors can be extremely rewarding. The New Jersey Apprentice Hunting License provides an easy entryway for first time hunters by allowing them to 
participate in supervised hunting before they’ve completed their Hunter Education Course (see page 13). What a great opportunity to get someone started.

The 2024–2025 Hunting Season has a lot to offer our new and experienced hunters. As you go afield, let’s remember that wildlife management in New 
Jersey is a cooperative effort from everyone. Use this publication as your guide for current hunting and trapping-related information and regulations. I want 
everyone to get outside with the information necessary to be legal, be safe, and have fun. Good luck this season! 

Dave Golden, Assistant Commissioner NJDEP Fish & Wildlife

4 |	 New Jersey Hunting & Trapping Digest	 NJFishandWildlife.com	 2024 Issue

Assistant Commissioner's Message
DAVE GOLDEN

http://dep.nj.gov/njfw/maps/
http://NJFishandWildlife.com


http://www.range129.com


Mentored Hunting
SHARE THE KNOWLEDGE

Become an R3 Mentor!
R3 stands for Recruitment, Retention and Reactivation. 

This nationwide initiative is generating new participation in hunting and the shooting sports, wel-
coming new and former hunters and shooters while addressing the declining numbers as many older 
participants leave these activities. The R3 effort will help create the next generation of conservationists 
while stabilizing critical wildlife conservation funding.

Will you be part of the solution?

R3 Mentor Program
NJDEP Fish & Wildlife’s R3 Program is actively seeking volunteer hunting and target shooting mentors. 
Mentors must show safe, ethical and responsible use of archery and firearm equipment in the pursuit of 
game species and/or recreational shooting programs.

Mentor roles include:
•	Assisting one-on-one with prospective novice hunters and target shooters.
•	Sharing knowledge and experience at skill-based clinics, seminars, and workshops.
•	Participating at field-to-fork style programming.

Questions about the R3 Mentor Program and application requests can be directed to r3mentoredhunt@
dep.nj.gov.
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Related education & courses include:

Have questions or feedback?
Interested in advertising?

Please contact us at 413.884.1001

Visit Kalkomey.com to explore the 
complete suite of educational courses.

About This Guide

This high-quality reference guide is 
brought to you by the NJDEP Fish & Wild-
life through a partnership with Kalkomey, 
a trusted leader in outdoor safety educa-
tion since 1995. In addition to producing 
this guide, Kalkomey also offers a suite of 
educational courses to help people enjoy 
the outdoors safely.

The revenue generated through ad sales 
in this publication significantly lowers 
production costs and generates savings. 
These savings translate into additional 
funds for other important agency pro-
grams and we thank the advertisers for 
their support.

The hunting and trapping regulations 
in this guide are online at:
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