
 
 

Additional guidance addendum to the National Register Bulletin How to Complete 
the National Register Registration Form 

 

Contributing Buildings Outside the Period of Significance for a Listed Property 

 

Purpose 

Beginning in 1986, all National Register nominations submitted for listing have been required to 
enumerate the resources within the property boundaries and to classify them either as 
contributing or noncontributing to the significance of the property.  For historic districts, 
resources that are not associated with the nominated district’s area(s) of significance or that do 
not represent the district’s period of significance are generally classified as noncontributing.  The 
exception is for resources that independently meet the National Register criteria.  This guidance 
will address amending older district nominations, or submitting new district nominations, to 
recognize as contributing those individually eligible resources that are otherwise not related to 
the area(s) or period(s) of significance for the district. The documentation submitted must 
demonstrate that the property is individually eligible for listing, and, on acceptance, will result in 
contributing status for the property. This guidance expands on the determination of contributing 
resources section of the National Register Bulletin How to Complete the National Register 
Registration Form 

 

Background 

The National Register Bulletin How to Complete the National Register Registration Form 
indicates the basis for determining contributing and noncontributing resources thus: 

A contributing building, site, structure, or object adds to the historic associations, historic 
architectural qualities, or archeological values for which a property is significant because: 

• it was present during the period of significance, relates to the documented significance of 
the property, and possesses historic integrity or is capable of yielding important 
information about the period; or 

• it independently meets the National Register criteria. (Identify contributing resources of 
this type and explain their significance in section 8). 

By definition, all resources contained within the boundaries of a National Register property are 
listed in the National Register. The necessity for identifying which resources contribute to a 
National Register property was brought to the fore first by the creation of the Federal Historic 
Preservation Tax Incentives (Tax Act) in 1976 and its 1986 amendments.  Properties listed in the 
National Register, including those that “contribute” to the listing, became eligible for the 



 
 

rehabilitation tax credit and other incentives as “certified historic structures.” Nominations 
submitted prior to the Tax Act did not necessarily include information on all resources within the 
property boundaries. Historic districts sometimes had many categories for resources, including 
terms such as “pivotal,” “conforming,” “non-conforming,” and “intrusion.” One problem that 
was quickly recognized was establishing the eligibility of resources for the full credit as certified 
historic structures located in districts listed prior to enactment of the Tax Act.  Resources had to 
be evaluated based on the stated significance and (sometimes implied) area of significance and 
classified as “contributing” or “noncontributing.”  This still did not account for the status of 
resources whose significance did not reflect that of the listed district, or whose period of 
significance was outside of the listed district’s period of significance, and whose significance and 
integrity qualified the building for individual eligibility. 

Guidance on evaluating previously listed historic districts for individual resources’ eligibility for 
the tax credit was first issued in 1981.  Final guidance on amending nominations was issued in 
1984 as National Register Bulletin 8, “Use of Nomination Documentation in the Part 1 
Certification Process.” Pertinent to the issue of individual resources that achieved significance 
outside of the listed district’s stated period of significance, the 1984 guidance indicated that 
providing additional documentation to supplement the original nomination could meet the needs 
of tax act eligibility:  

The documentation may show that an individual property outside a district's period or 
areas of significance adds to the district because that property or group1 of properties 
is important in its own right. It may be a distinctive example of an important 
architectural style or type, or it may be associated with persons or events that occurred 
outside the themes or periods of significance identified in the nomination form but that 
made important contributions to the history and development of the locality. In these 
cases documentation should focus specifically on the individual property or group in 
question and show that it possesses a degree of importance that is essentially the same 
as that required for individual listing in the National Register. If the intent is to qualify 
a single building (an Art Deco theatre in an 1860-1910s commercial district, for 
example) the State has the option of submitting either continuation sheets or an 
individual nomination (following the complete nomination process) for the single 
building. 
 

 
Guidance 
 
Older nominations, especially historic districts, may be due for re-evaluation, and efforts should 
be made to re-examine the property and the documentation.  The information in older 
nominations often does not meet current documentation standards, and criteria as well as areas 
and periods of significance were often not fully fleshed-out.  In re-evaluating older nominations, 
all potential criteria and areas of significance should be examined; the period of significance re-
defined if necessary; and the integrity of the resources re-evaluated. Such a re-evaluation will 
                                                           
1  “Group” in this case would refer to functionally related buildings, such as a factory complex or an 
apartment complex, where the buildings are historically and functionally related. 
 



 
 

define the contributing status of resources.  Changes to the re-evaluated area(s) and period of 
significance may change the status of resources previously considered noncontributing.  Absent 
the effort to re-evaluate the entire district, the course of action necessary for considering a single 
resource as contributing that is located in a previously listed district remains as described in the 
1984 guidance.  The nominating authority may elect to prepare an individual nomination for the 
property, or submit “additional documentation” for the original nomination that addresses the 
individual significance of the resource.  This additional documentation may be submitted on 
continuation sheets.   
 
In such a submission, the description of the resource for Section 7 would need to include an 
evaluation of integrity as it relates to the resource’s individual significance; this might include a 
description and evaluation of the interior. The additional documentation for Section 8 would 
need to provide sufficient information to demonstrate that the resource independently meets one 
or more of the National Register criteria for evaluation.  The evaluation of the resource would be 
within an appropriate context; if the context differs from that of the listed property, the context 
will need to be included as part of the resource’s narrative statement of significance.  The 
amount of information provided will vary depending on the necessary contextual development, 
but should be sufficient to make a reasoned case for individual eligibility. 
 
When establishing the individual eligibility of a resource that is outside of the period of 
significance for the district, the period of significance for the original district remains unchanged. 
In Section 8, the discrete period of significance for the individually eligible resource would be 
added, as well as the area(s) of significance associated with that resource. 
 
Using this method, the resource would not be individually listed but would be considered a 
contributing resource in the previously listed property.  
 
It is recommended, but not required, that the additional documentation be presented to the state 
review board. 
 
The nominating authority may elect to submit an individual nomination for the eligible resource.  
This option would follow the standard nominating procedures found in 36 CFR 60.  The property 
would then be recognized as individually listed.  
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Examples:  

Governor’s Mansion Historic District, Pulaski County, Arkansas 

The Governor’s Mansion Historic District in Little Rock, Arkansas, was listed in the National Register in 
1978.  The district, primarily residential, focused on some of the city’s best examples of Victorian era and 
early twentieth century architecture.  The district’s namesake, completed in 1950, was constructed outside 
of the period of significance.  In 1993, the SHPO submitted Additional Documentation to change the 
status of the Governor’s Mansion from noncontributing to contributing.  The submitted documentation 



 
 

included a detailed description of the mansion, both exterior and interior, and a three-page statement 
justifying the individual significance of the property under criteria A and C.  This additional 
documentation did not change the period of significance for the district as a whole, but acknowledged the 
contributing status of the property based on its individual significance. 

 

Beaumont Commercial District (Boundary Increase), Jefferson County, Texas 

The Beaumont Commercial District was originally listed in 1978 with an undefined period of significance 
whose ending date could generously have been taken up into the 1930s.  In 2007, the SHPO submitted 
documentation to establish the end of the period of significance as 1958, and to expand the boundaries of 
the district to better reflect historical development during this period.  The additional documentation for 
the original district also sought to establish the contributing status of the First Security National Bank, 
which was constructed in 1963 and was considered noncontributing in the original nomination. The 
submitted documentation included a detailed description of the building and an extensive statement of 
both the individual and exceptional significance for the bank under criteria A and C.  The period of 
significance for the district was therefore defined as c. 1890-1958, 1962-63; the bank was accepted as a 
contributing resource. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attachment:  Copies of the pertinent sections of the Governor’s Mansion Historic District and the 
Beaumont Commercial District nominations 
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Amendment to the Governorts Mansion llistoric District

Tlris nomimtion seeks to charrge the status of the actual Governor's Mansion.(PU 1162) from
noncontributing to contributing to the National Register historic district which bears its name.
The resulting resource count is thereby changed from 508 contributing and 178 noncontributíug
properties to 509 contributing and t77 noncontributing properties.

Summary

Constnrcted from 194&1950, the Governor's Mansion is a two-sùory brick masonry stn¡cture
with a mro-story central portico and flanking dependencies. The building is virtua[y unaltered
since constn¡ctíon"

Elaboration

Itrated at 1800 Center Street on six-and-a-half acrçs, the Governor's Mansion is a two-story
brick masonry structure consEuetÊd from 1948-1950 to serve as Atlensas's frrst officÍal
governor's residence. Charged with designing a 'Southera Colonial"-style structu¡e by the
mansion commission, the firm of Ginscchio & Cromwell turnd to the Early Ctassieal Revival,
or Jeffssonian, style for inspiration. As wæ oommon with the oríginal style, the Governor's
ùtansíon presents the appearance of a Georgian or Adamasque-style house with a colonnaded,
Classical portico grâfted onto the front facade. The b¡ick foundation consists of 20" thick
basement walls, which support 16' thick exterior brick walls. Both arc of cavity wall
construction with a running bond. Over 300,M bricks were used in the constn¡ctiott and almost
all werc hken ftorn the old Blind School that had previousþ stiood on this siæ (a few briots used

for the interior wall were taken f¡orn an extant w¿ll sf a former prison building on Roosevelt
Road). Steel joÍsts and concrete slabs were utilized for the first, second, ild, inærestingly, the

attic floors. The composition-shingled gable roof has a 6/12 pitch (6" drop for each foot in
length) and is anchored.on each end by an exterior brick chimney. Underneath the closed eave

of the roof, the narnrw cornice is âdorned with a dentil eoursç. The apparent lack of a frieze
(or a dee,per cornice) is due Êo the original ínænt !o paint the briek white, and not from a design
flaw or an attempt to save money.

The front, or nofihern, elevatiorr is dominated by the central portico which is supported by four
evenly spaced Roman Tuscan eolumns with wo square pilasærs. The gable roof projects frorn

t
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belorn the ridge of the maín gable ¡oof and fo¡ms a pediment that rests ug)n an entablature of
appropriate proportions. Outlined by a raking cornicen the intedor of the pediment is covered
with stucco and features a relief of the saæ seal in the ceriter.

Underneath the portico, the front entrance is composed of a wide (4'), eight-panelled wood door
that is surrounded by three-pane sidelighs and an elliptical fanlight. Above, a small balcony
with a simple wrought-iron balustrade is ¿ccessed by narrow double-Ieaf doors with eight-pane
glazing; Four-¡rane sidelights assíst with the inæriror lighting of the roorn on this floor.

On either side of the portico, the facade is fenestr¿ted by two bays of multþle-pane wood-frarne
windows. The four flrst-sûory windows are triple hung with each individual sash containing
eight panes, The upper-story windows are a more common eight-over-eight double.hung t1pe.

A hipped-roof, single-story wing is attached ûo each end elevation. The brick cornice detail is
copied frorn tho Noland House at the Arkans¿s Territorial Restoration. FenesEation on the front
eler/¿tion of each wing is accomplíshed by two twelve-over-twelve double-hung windows. The
east wing was originally meant to have been a screened porefu however, during constn¡ction ít
was decided to enclose it for use as a living ¡oom. The wings are not identically constn¡ctêd;
the west wing has an inset wrap around lrcrch supported by elaboraæ wrought-iron oolumns at
the rear elevation.

In 1949, the state legislature a¡ryroved nuo ¿dditional appropriatio¡rs to include the two curved
hyphens ud dependencies and the interio¡ furnishings. These hyphens are curved so that the
single-stoty dependencies present a front gabled appearflnçe. Bottr hyphens are open walkruays
that are covered by a shallow-piùched gable roof wíth a front brick wall that has a semi-circular
arched brick doorway in the center that is flæked on each side by three oculus openings. The
roof is supported at the rear by seven Tuscan çolumns. The west€rn h¡ghen is distinguished by
having an additional hipped-roof covered walkway supported by ten Tuscan colurnns that is
peryendicutar ûo the hyphen and ieads !o the arched entrance. Both dependencies fean¡re interior
brick chimneys and are largely fenestrated by six-over-six double.hung windows.

The rear, or southern, elevation of the house is more cornplox than the front elevatio¡ but still
retrins a semblance of symmetry. A brick terlace enci¡cled by wrought-iron railing streûclres

ac¡oss the entire ground fïoor and provides the roof for the exposed basement on this elevation.
The exposod wall projects from the center of the tÊrrace and is flanked on eaph side by a brick
ståimse. Entry into the basement is gained through a cenhal a¡ched opening that leads to a pair
of French doors. TVo identical a¡ches are placed to either úde but contain two-pane windows.
Interestingly, sirnple ten-pane double-leaf doors are used for the central f,ust-floor ËnEance,
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$rhile the second story is adorned by a massive Palladian entrancÊ with the sidelights urd double-
leaf doors of uniform size and glazing (each has four large pmeÐ. Agaìn, a small balcony with
a wrought-iron balustrade is employed.

To the east of c€nter, there is a fitst-story porch with a shallow flat roof supported by two
wrcught-iron columns. Originally this roof protected three adjacent eight-over-eight-over+ight
triple-hung windows; howêver, the center window was later replaced by the curre.nt twelve-pane
double'leaf doors. The upper story is fenestrated by two symmetrical eight-over-eight double-
hung windows. The facade wesf of center is dorninated by the two-story bay window tlnt is
feneshated on the first story by a tall, 36pane stationary window in the center flanked by two
eight-over-eight triplehung windows. The second sûory contains a shorter 3ùpane stationary
window in the center with two eight-over-twelve doublahung windows. TÏris bay was designed
to provide a little rnore interior room and also to balance the facade since the placernent of the
adjacent elwator shaft (the elevator was ne\¡er installed) precluded üre proper symrnetrical
placement of the windows. A small, multþle-pane oculus rvindow adorns the stair landing
between the bay windows and the c€nter entrances at the junctÌon of the two stori.e.s. Also of
notÊ on the rear elevation is the large eighteen-over-eighteen window on the east wing.

The interior of the house fe¿tures a cent¡al staircase that spirals upward from the basement. At
the tirne of construction, a carpenter skilled in wooden saircase construction could not be
socured, and a símple cmcr€tÊ stai¡case with a wrought-iron railing was installed. In the late
1980's duriug the Bill Clinton govemorship, a wood staircase with a delícate turned spindle
balustradc was installed. Hanging in the staircase well. at the frrst-story level is a ohandelier that
originally hung in the dining room. [t wæ moved to its current location because it was deemed
too over¡nwering in conjunction with the 9 1/2 ' ceiling (the second-story ceilings are one-haif
foot shorter). The door, window, and cornice moldings a¡e of appropriaæ Classical designs,
and the cornìces are unusual in that they are executed in plaster. Also molded frorn plasær is
the large, ornâte cireular relief on the ceiling of the first-story hall.

The Govemo¡'s Mansion Cornmission selected Bill Heenvagen to decorate the inteÌior of the
new mansion. A fitting choice, for Blll's grandfather, Paul, had been the inærior decorator of
the new state capitol building. I{eenvagen decorated the two downstairs upublic roomso with
seafoam greeri paint, carpet, wallcoverings, and nylon damask draperies.

Atthough the house was not initially eonstruct€d with air conditioning, provision$ were rnade to
house tlte chiller and cooling tower (only commercial units were available at the time). Druing
the Orrral Faubus adminishation! a gâs air conditioning system was installed, but this system was
upgraded by a more modern and conventional unit during Vlinthrop Rockefeller's t€nure in the
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Pursuant to National Register Bulletin 22 (Criteria Conside¡ation G), this nomination seels to
change the status of the Governor's Mansion fiorn noncontibuting ûo contributing to theNational
Register historic district which bears its name.

Eloboration

The Governor's Mansíon is the frrst official residence constnrcted fo¡ the gov€rnor of the state
of Arla¡sas. Constructed ftom 1948 to 1950, the Governor's Ma¡rsion occupies the original site
of Rosewood, thehoneof ttrelastTerritorialgovenror, WilliamSavinFulton. Fu1tomcameto
Àrkansas from lvfaryland in 1829 when he was appointed secretary of the Þrritory by president
Andrew lackon. Hebecarnegovenlor in 1835 and then sen¡ed as a U"S. Senator-untílhis death
in 18,14. Rosewood, a one-and-a-half story vernacular Greek Revival house, was constructed
c. 1840 and was then considered in the countrv about a mile south of Little Rock. In 1869,
Fulbn's widow sold the house and eight ap¡es to the State of Arkansas for the use of the
Arkansas Blind rnstituûe, which was founded in rsig in Arkadelphia.

The Blind Instìtt¡te immediately constructcd a new two-story brick building with a mar¡sa¡d roof
at what is now the southeast corner of Eighteenth and Spring St¡eets. An 1870 de.scrþtion of
the siæ noted the land:

. ' . tls] situated on and cornposes an elwation at the head of Ce,nÈer St¡eet, with
the Capitol Building (Old St¿fe House) in full view at the other end, connected
and approachod by a beautiful avenue one mile in lengtlr. The surface of üre land
is so cut and laid as ùo present a flat of great beauty and utility; enclosed with a
stotrt, durable f,ence, and admirabty laid off in walks and carri4ge road$, in the
order oflandscape gardening . .

By 1885, additíonal facilities were needed, and the $tate ällocated $20,000 fcr the construction
of a new School for the Blind building about where the Governor's Mangion now stands (the
existing building eontinued to be used). Designed by Benjamin f. Bartlett, the impessive new
structure had ¿ three-story main office and elassroorn building with a all, cenral tower and
flanking two-urd-a-half story dormitory buildings connectd ty tryphens.

The Instittlte for the Blind moved úo another location in 1939, and the Division of Vocational
Ëdt¡cation was established in the building. In late 1947, a, Governor's Mansion building
commission was appointed and was composed of Ctyde E, I¡wry of Little Rock, Iack Carnes
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of Camden, L. L. Ba¡rter of Fayetteville, RalphMcDonald of Newport, Rufus Branch of Joinero
and Mrs. Earl Rhodes of Walnut Ridge. Governor Ben l-aney and the 1948 state legislature
appropriated S100,000 to sÊcure a siæ urd consfiuct Arkansas's ñrst official governor's
mansion. The commission selectod the historic úæ at 1800 Center StrÌeeÊ and decided on a
nSouthern Colonial style" residence. The a¡chitætural firrn of C¡ornwell and Ginocchio was
awarded the contnct to design such a structure.

Edwin Cromwell, partnor in charge, and lohn Truenper, projæt designer, designed the new
mansion in a style feithfui to the tênants of Thomas fefferson's Rornan Revível or Early
Classical Revival styte. Like the originat style, the main body of the house is basically
Adarnesquen or Federal, in massing and detail, and the front facade is balanced symmerically
with only the larger first-særy windows to indicate that it is not an original exarnple. Inspired
by the fer¡esration of lefferson's Monticello, TÏuemper specified the distinctive triple.hung sash
for these first-story windows (a feature that is also found ocasionali,y in original ft€ek Revival-
style houses in Arkansas). The ceÈEal portico i¡ also appropriaæ to the original concept with
evenly qpaced T\¡scan columns and proper massing. In 1949 while under constrrrction, ûuo
addìtional appropriations were made to add the flanking de,pendencies a¡d interior furnishings.
Tln dqendencie.B were added üo provide additional room, approximately 1,200 squa¡e feet to
the original plan's 10,000 square feet. When completed, the Governor's Mansion $'as still
relatívely srnall compared to neighboring statens governor's mansions such as I"ouisiana (25,000
sq. ft.), Tennessee (15,000 sq. ft.), and oktahoma (13,500 sq. ft.). The btal cost of the
constn¡ction including demolition of the Blind School, furnishings, and site irnprovements was
$197,000.

Although Govemor Iamey initÍated theconstruction of the Governor's Mansion, his terrn ended
before completion, urd Sid McMath was the first governor to rsside in the new mansion. His
wife, Anne, influenced the final design of the house by requesting that the east wing, originalty
designed to be a screened ¡rorch, enclosed as a livirrg room. The Govemor's MaRsion was only
oçcasionally used for public functions during the tenures of McMath, Francis Cherry, urd On¡al
Faubus. During Winthrop Rockefeller's two teflns as governor, honevsr, the rnansion became
more accessible to the public and was utilized more often for pubtic ñ¡nctÌons. To accommodate
this inereased usage, ttre ai¡ conditioning system was rework€d, the basernøt was finishd, and
additional, bigger resEooms were installed.

This nomination seels to change the status of the Governor's lv{ansíon from nonconFibuting ûo

conhibuting to the National Register District which bears its name. According to National
Regisær Bulletin 22, a prcperty less than fifty years of age carr contribute to a historic district
if it is considered an "integral part" of the disrict. The Governor's Ma¡sion Historic Dístict
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is a predomínurtly residential area ttrat encompasses the south-central Bortion of the Original
City of Little Rock and parts of three additions tlìat were platted a few years after the Civil lVa¡.
The district is characærized by a typÌcal l9th century grid patærn of development irnposed on
generally flat terrain. Throughout the district, broad trælined streets a¡e bordered by cutts uld
sidewalks that d¿te primarÍly f,rom the early 20th century. The architectural characær of the
disnict is predominantly from the early 20th century; however, a sizable ninority of the
district's buildíngs were constructed in the late 19ttr century.

The disüict contains a number of Colonial RevivaVClassical Revival-style residenoes that range
from the late lgth ceritury one-story tra¡rsitional cottåge.s to the large Classicat Revival mansions
such as the irnposing Hotze House (NR 8/11/75) ûo the more cor¡ect oGeorgiul Revivaln perid
houses of the 1930's, The architectural styte of the Governor's Mansion frts nicely into this

ryectrum and isn in fact, ttre perfect anchor for the last phase of the Colonial RevivaUClassicat
Revival styte in Little Rock. Constructd from 1948 to 1950, ttro Governor's Ùfarision is the
last example of its style to be constructed in the distrìct, and though less than ñfty years of age,

its appearance is clearly tlre result of the consen'ative, pre-\Vorld Wa¡ tr mindset of the
Governor's Ma¡rsion Commission.

Not only is the Govemor's llfansion a¡chitecturally compatible with the historþ a¡chitecü¡rc of
the disrict, but it is the acknowledged focal poirnt of the disffict. lust æ the School for the
Blind iniluenced the development of the surrounding rcsidential neighborhood, the Govemor'$
lvfa¡sion has influørced the more recent restoration effotts of the surrounding district by adding

prestigÉ and stability to the area. Because neighborhood residenß used the Gove¡nor's Mansion
as a landmark for identifying whero they lived, the name "Governor's Mansion" wae applied to
both thÊ original and amended disrict nominations.

As it is cle¿¡ that the Governor's Mansion is indeed an inægral part of the disuict which bears

its name, it is being nonrinated under the guidetines set forth in National Register Bulletin 22

as a contributing resource to the district.
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basement, trhe building was designed to be six stories snd wås changed ta five during constn¡etion-

a the
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pre$c'rvnliein debrte- The strt¡cture nf thc Beaurnont bui,lúing is two thousand tons of structural steel and the elemcntruosì
evocative of Stonc.'s i*fiuence is ths concrste grille or solar sereen lhet shieids tho huíidirrg from the harsh Tex¡s sun" The
screeft is made of concrcte with white Portland csnent&nd rna¡blc dust added and rrrs sculpted by Herring toe, r rvell-
respçcJed regional sculptor.

Clear expressions of,tl¡e Modern morerñerit include t$e building sitlng which is insat fi.om ths dominånt bloek fsce of the
udjacent lS-story Sgn Jacinto building and ths typical urbm pattern of'tl¡e sunounding neighborhopd. Othsr rnodepn
featr¡rcs include the matçrlals, graphics ¡nd hardrv¡re and tt¡e sophisticated incorporation c¡f the perhing garage wirhín the
reeungular urban fuotprint.

Only the first ffoor base Ðfths huilding is insel {iom lhe rlo¡ninarrt t¡trock fhce, Thc huihling returns to meet the
estsbllshed setback nf ìts neighbof on lìoors two thruugh t'our rvith * santilevered sculptural concrête screçn thar prcvides
a sun shade to ¡he {loor+o-cei*ing wíndcw walls bel¡ind, At the fiÊh floor(capital), there is n clcrestory wiadow wall
tlceply setb¡ck from tl¡e ¡nsiu building plane end protected by ¡ drametical{y cantilever*d lìat roof slab that juts out just
shcrt of rcaligr{ir}g itself with the mid-section (conerete scrcçn) ofrhe building.

'['he east façade faces a surfac.e parklng lot and is primarity brlck with EoaçrstÊ çusbs and metaN rriiings that gìve r
glinrpæ of the parkiug garâge rå¡nps. On rhe ea$teñÌ-mÐst corncr of thr nonh façade are twa drivlrwåys kading in and eut
of the ïncorporated ¡nulti-levef ¡rarking gâÉge. The south façsde sharès a parfy wall with the adjacent San Jacinlo
buil<liug. Thcrp are three flag poles a{ the enve tlrat are hung pcrycndicular to the façnde thr abave the rnain sel ntientry
doors o¡ Orleans.

'Ì"he ground floor of the building is cornposed of white nrarble clad steetpi/cli*, orfrcs $fanding eolurnns, on a regular grid
wlth floor-to-ceiling alsrninurn ùamed gl*ss wall in{ill. Therc is ¡ continuous S-inch ruaning band of,grey grcníte under
thewindorvwalïs.adelailgpicalofthcModerneräthâtenhflncsstherveightle$andtrðnspf,re$cyoftheglasswall. The
pedestrian lwel is protected by * conlinucus proje+ting cãn$py that is lfte under story ofthn çðnerete scrßen.

Largeiy cast from molds, {he cÐficËçte scrgen pnnels eåch rneasure upproximately I feet x 5 lþet, snd *lso h*ve so¡ne

re¡novahle elcrnents attsched with adhesive. ConfinT¡ous rnetcl rlowçls run c<¡ntinnçusly rhrouglr each pan*l ¿rnd the
ver-lical alr¡minunr sr¡pporl fr.anrlng an¡l rre unchored.at the building comers. Ïhe sçruen design is very three.-dimensiunal
ond sculptural and cornposc$ af ¿ rrpetitive triangulr shape with a deeply rEcçssed cenÌer vold with stylized flcrets on
eacù pæjectíng cor,ner.

The main building eßtrânce is u Orleans and consists ùf Two sets of palrÈd alurni¡run¡ fmü¡ed doors wilh a sntufl nun:¡v
iìxed window be$,veen them. 'fhe door set is flanked by large fixeri alumhrurn fiamerJ glass panels evokir:g sideìights^
Akrvç the doors is u singne tright traasomwith tl¡e building nune ia Sank Gothic Fr¡nt,
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The bui*ding eppears ¡o bc.a syrnmetrieal re.ctcngle ysÈ close inspection at the ground floor rçvc¿ls a flexiblc desí.gn of the

btys to ucuommod¡te changing use" A tyBical buy on the ground fluor is, divided, into three nlurni¡rutn frnmed glass pausls

pcr bay, Vsriatlons to this standard include tbnr or clght ponels, ¡s well as seconda¡y public ond serviç€ doors' 'l he

parking g,erâgr, rn urbar* necessity by the 196üs, is cleverly Íncoçoraled into the building wíth ecpcss f¡ors drivewâys on

the såster¡r-mnsl end of the Borvie ftçade, 'lhe kapez.cidat-shaped parking attendau¿ booth is ¡lunrinum f¡anoed and in-

tìlled with clear and black glass.

Tfte intsriür inclûdes s sub-bàsernetìt, bascmeßt, lobby, ba*ting labby" ¡nçz¿anine dee'k, and offce strites" Thc fifth tìocr
originrlly housed tllc T¡.ust Departrnrnt and the Eear¡monl ülub. 'I'he ground floor lobby is prirnar{ly n trnnsition spacc

rvitk sevcral offÌces pa*ítione.d by ntuminunr fram¿d glass rvalls snd doors. Thene arc l$'o sscalators thst conflect to the

second,floor ruai¡ banking lobby, the mrin eerçmonial spucc ofthil building" The banking lobby is * lwge and dramatic

space with tçnflzzo floors. q Z$-Íbat ccillng height rnd eonesponding window walls" 'l'he lobby is open pla* and receives

nutur¿T lisht titlsrÈd by ille exterior conçrôte serßërl. The benking tell¿r st¡tions are lsrninEted wood grrin wainseotiog

rvith a thiek white rnarble" The *slling has an el¡borate cqntinünus*h¡ndelier made up cf srnall metal cards hung in a

regular grid pmem:. Âlterarions from the early rrrd lare 197CIs palrially obsuutEd the expansive vÍtw oul of both window
wrlls yetthe expe*ience and votume of the spaee ha* nol been diminíshed"

Originnlly thc mezr¡ûiflÊ wås :o over|ock the batrkhlg lobby, ltowgver llrts was shanged during the nriginaÌ consfruction

und th* spn* *us r¿utilìzsd for air lrandling aquìpment, The rsmaìfling upptr floors arc nondescript ollcc use with period

detailing.and hardwurg flaor4o-eeiling windows and veryin the Tnrst

Þcpartmont and ths Bc.aumontclub snd has a fiigher ceiling ¡ch as

aluininum air.eonditioning ftocr grates ând\sooden w*ll pan lginol'fttu
dçu'¡rs are pushed back frorn lhe window rvalls and theceiling is texturçd"



l{PS Ë+rû:1Ggr}1..
(3$ôJ

United $tabs Ðeparfrnent of the lntsrlor
National Park Service

National Register of Historir Places
Conüinuation Sheet

Sectton 8.Page 2¡$
Bpaumont Çommsrdal Diulricì iBoundary and Perìod of Significance lncroase)
Boaurnonl, Joflerson Counþ. lexas

(0F0tl) Coqle Building

Tfte Cosle buildírrg is tn erl¡r 20'h-century ing in the heaß of thc hisrorlc n{iiccn-Anneric¿n business
disrr:ier, The bullding is a good example of ury ñvô-p*r[ eo¡n¡nercial hlock. In the l*te ï9ûæenrr-rry, thc
nçrthe'm halflof tsNot)k 5l in dorvntorvn Beau¡Ío¡lt ryhere tlre Co¿lç build,ing is located, r,r¿as residcntrnl snd Sanbom maps
show siugle-family frame dlpeÌÉiñgs tn the sìtÊ u*til 1902 rvhen they rveË repl¿ced with two-story f'rsnre conrnlercial
buildings,l¡l 1904*.thef¡n$ecomrnercíalbui[dingsonthesiteot.thepre¡cntCoaie,bnildingwerecladinmåsonryor
metål end early ?0ù centufy qs¡nnrercitl teuunts iieludEd barbers, cloiher slea¡vers, salooni, wstsumRts, pool halls and
t¿ilors. City directorìes fmrn 1909 through the eerly fg?ûs lisl the tc¡ants as Afi,ic*n-Anerlesn. A Sanborn map from
1923 shur+s n* buílding olr the site and a $ew masonry structure, tte euffent buildir*g rppe*¡s b1r t931.

Ray Coala wasbcm in Beaumont ônd ancndçd Beaumont ¡ehools until he went ínto the Nnry during WWI. TJpo¡ his
rÊtür$, he :Foundsd the eaale.Lumber Compuny and operrtod the connpany t'or sver 4S years, 'l-he tru¡nbcr compmy wâs
locatçd at wharis now MLK Blvd and Fs¡ì*in. f{ç also owne<f nnd operated Coals's Àppliaqccs. City direcrorÍes oonfirm

${ the "A?plianee&cfilgeruiort Þepu.totent" of theCoalç LunrberCompâny operated a sh$rvroom in thç Ccr}e buíldlng
ir,l the 195ûs,

{Â-9} l'ùe Àntloch tnptfst Church

'The Antioch BåprM Church was built in lg23 a*d dcsignert by loeal ¡rcftitecì und tr-ouisianc native,.&. Ilabin- Tlre
cnngrogation grew out of, a gmup uf,worshþrs ¡hat þetd seffices in the Scffersen Çourrty Cçu¡thousc p¡ior to the
Enran*ipation Srcslarration sf 1865" tæd by RcveEpnd A" Vencrable, $*rgices were movcd fæm ths ßoud*ous'e {o u líve
oak tree and ìn 1868, the group rlcgårlized rhe Liveo¡k Brptist Churek. Eighty-five Ðembers witl¡drcw in Î*gd eûd
or.ganized Antioch Baptlst Church, On Ðçcember ?9, 1894r Rsv, Veuer¡ble snd his congregants purchascd *or 412, Bloelr
57 ¡t 5?l Forsythc Strc€{ fronr Charles Charllon, $r,,a former sl¿ve, for$50S,û0. In 1896, the first $ånrtu&ry was srected
yst it rvas lest [n f, siorrn due tc its poorconstruction"l-l

ln l9å3- t93il" the extant church building wa$ coastructed in phases as f$rds bece$e avaiìable" I"he ariginal cor$erstone
give:;lhr çonslruetion d¡te as .{"Þ. [973. Açhurch history published by rhc congeegaüh nore,¡J the phasedconstruction.
The architect rvas À, B¿bin, ¡ Louisian¿ nativs wha, praetíced locally, üabin i* sotable for his parrnsrship with Sred C,
Stone Ën the design of {l¡c 1931-32:Je flbrson C*unt¡r Courlhsuse in Be*umont, s National Register sf Historis Places
ìistcd property"

Exceptlonrl Stgnlflcanc* of th,e Ffrxt $ecurity Nætiou*l Bank Buileling

First Ëecurity Natíonal tsank, lg6?-63
505 O¡leans
üontribrrticg, Ëxce¡liiona[þ Sþificaut

The Finr $ecurity National Bank, rrot mcntloned in the originul Natìonal Register norninntion despire its central location,
in the dis$ict, ls exeeplíonally significanr at tlre loral lsvel. snd mçrits listing in thc Natianal Registcr a.s e contributing

23 Aoti¡¡ch Misìonar,y Baptist Chursh l{istory. Beaunlnnt: I'he Aarioch il,f issionary Elptist Çhurch, historical R.qse¡rçh Co¡nmittee,
1998, pages l"å,
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building in the district" ln Àugrrst ?0û6, the NPS apprnved Fart I of the Investrnent Ta.x. Credìt app{ìcation for the

building. The building is sígnïficant under Criierion ,{ in the arc¡ of C'ornmurtity Slnnnin$ and Dsvelopruent for ils
assoEiation rlith renerved interest ìn es¡ablishing downtown Ðeaurnont æ a m4iur regiona[ banking aßnter by the laryest

bank in the area, nnd Crite¡ion Ç in the ¡¡ca oflr\rêhitecturçi âs sn outshnding example of g modern r*tultistory-

mu[t*ft¡nctional oftice bu.i:lding uti].lring perÍbraled çonÈrete scnsns on ils major el+vations" The buildlngwasdesigned
by Beaumont archltect Lhrveltyn W. Fitts of the firrn Fitts, Mebane & Phelps, thç rüost prominent architec{ure fîrm in
Beaumont throu ghout tlìe mid.twentieth oentury.

The building is I steel-framed structure whh glass watls screqned by a cast concrste s*n scrce¡r dosignsd üy Hering Coe

and accentcd wìth small marble chips and rnanble dust. Jonathan W, '*jÊch" [vans, of'Evans-Monía¿1, [nc. cf Houston

produccd thc interiçr dcsign that includeri originel 46works, lyoven wall hnrrgings from Mexico ondJnpan, and imported

furnirhings al<t deqcÉtive srts ftorn Sweden, Italy and Norwuy. \¡fhen then-Vice*President l*yndon B. Jot¡nston vislted

Eenumçnt in September çf 1961, he rr',as photographed in fic¡nt cf ghe building. A Texas lt.istorical Com:trission subiect

ruurker was,placed in the ground flooreat4y lobþ on Nove¡nber ?, t966 noti*g its ìmporra*ce ¿s ü¡e oldest bunk bst"*een

Ho¡ston and the tcuisiancborder' Tnre tc mssl ftnnncial instltutions, the b¡nk expcrienced a series of purchases and

ììrergers urd wcnt uuder during thc üi! bust of thp lg$$s" The huitding nß'Bs vtcartt heßr¡een 1993 and 20S6, but polions
cf irare currently occr¡pied by of,fices (inciuding the Bcaumont Mair¡ Street progra¡n)" the banking l"loor is used far large

meetingr and gvents, rvhile spnces c¡n thc r¡pcr floors awoit rellabilitutian by the cun€nl owner"

ttrirtory of tb¿ Bank ¡n<I Constructio¡: of the 1962{,3 Buìldingåa

l}e bmk was founded (as First National Sarrk) in {8*9 when BeaumonÈ had a p+pulation of 3,20Û ci,tize¡s and its

ecor¡ortry rxns b¿sed o.n lurnbcr" raiÍroads end ùattls. tn lVf *y Ì ß91 , the btl¡k dirqctars purehased a cenral oiç. lot at 34 I

Peartr Street for $1,20G. The dlscnvery of the nearby Spåndletap oìl ficld ìn Ì$0Ï qverìvhelmçd the bânh, *nd that saruc

ycar the Amcric¡n N¿tion¿l Bank was establ'ished and, remained a conrpetitcr, Be¿utnont was arv¡sh with oil sPeçìtlfltÇrs

and dcvelopsrs! some of whsm becamE vcry riclt in the protcss. In l9l$, ths bank merged witb the Gr¡lf National b¿nk

end bec*me Þ'irst Natisn¡l Bank of Beau*ont aud lo.]sted íts ofTiccs in thç $ilbe* Building, The bank rnovcd ì*to the

buitdíng at 495 Orlenns in 1937 (prcpsrty A*4ó, cantlbuting], Through the t94Ùs, the Firct Nationtl tsanlr nnd Àtneriean

N¡tjonal Ssnk remained CIugh cornpstitors, rottghly eqtal in assets ($,tS n'¡illioo ¿nd $38 million. respectively, in the late

I940s), with the srnnller Security St*te Bank a distant tftirel.

I' 'fhis sectioc adspted Èom Pcnny Lcuis¿ Cìark, 
-'The'Ë{istorìcal 

¡nd Â.rchitcc{ur¡l Signllìeance of the First Secrrriry National Bank,"

Submitted ¡s documenta¡íon for$e Fcdersl Rehabílitation T*,c Credit,{r¡plisation, Psñ l, June 30û6,

" Cl¿rt, pp"8"9,
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Thi* consolidetion wìll provide Bsa¡rmont and thç Sabinp Nsches area with a bank of sizs and capital
strength cornme$sürate with flre reguirements ofthís rapidly developing aren. The union of thcse fine old
Beat¡rãsnt Banking institution wíll bring logether a vast amorw¡t of proven bank expcrisncs whir,h will
enablp the uew bånk to substuntintly inøease its *ervi*e to the eommunity anrl thß åreû.?'

Thc btnk's 196l annual rcport boasted tlrat'this rnagn than uyear in planningwill be sn cul$tanding
addìtion to the city of Beaumont. " . it wilt provid.e the es availnble anywhere.'¿t ln Decernber of
l96I the bank announecd tlie purchase of two properties odjncent to tfue S¡n Jueinto BuiÌdíng, The constn¡ction would
enable thern ta keep up with lheir competitor, the Anrerican Natiorral Bank, The 1962 annunl rcpon agaïn exrolled rhe
new building, desc "a rymbol of pncgress iÞ fhe Eeaumont åreå. ,.it will be tr{Ìly 'En,ough Ðüfterçnsc ro maks *
Þifference."-A Big .r'28-

Thc b¿nk constructed an ençÍosedtwelve-try-six-foat press box. ar the ccnst¡ucticn site so onloçkers eould saf,ely warch
tha huilSfulg in progress. ft fentured trver hlcschers whtsh co**td scat fiÍìeen per:plc behind * plato glass window, Two
thousend tons of Å,-36 hígtr strenglh steetr fabricated by Orlenns Mnterial ConrpariS,of New Õrlcms x"snt ir¡$o the
fïrunet'ork, and npon its completion i* Ju*e l9õ?, and conslrüction worksrs matkcd tlrs oraûsiori by rnountixg a
ee¡crnoníal tree to the top ofitlre frame¡

Ðuring¡the last phâse ûf canstrurtion irr early Ï96J, so{ar sc{s*rìs designed to shield the floors liorn excess sunlìgglt rvere
ïnstallod, Flesigned by Marehen Flening Coe, the sgreçlrs çere nrsde of precast oor¡crete composed ol'rvhite e€me¡¡t ånd
¡narbÍ* dust. Ðach secllon was trcated wtth a wa{er-proofrrig matsrlel which m¡de åt irnpervious to the etïects of'nreather.
tncasing thebuifding between the, seco¡d and fuurth floors, each section was troisted {n plaee by a crane and atnçked tcr
steel uprighæ by stainless stesl bolts" The aprighs rrere ûùv'êred wåth silver enodized alu¡rrinum mullion çavoß ssntoining
neoprene strips, T'he $cr*eñs" which cover tlß upper flocrrs on the Bowie and Srleans streçt çfevatioos wem made wp of
36t individually sast pa*els weighing over 3,000 pounds each"

"fhç npw bwilding provided thc bank rvith nore than rfue+ tinnes the floor spaÈe of their pævious buildir,rg, The norrh half
rvm devoted tc Ìhe banking lob,ty nnd ofhc€s, wlrile the soulhern ha'lf hetd the drive-in banft and 37,000 squus lbot
'parking ßflrfl8e, with roorn for Ï30 vehioles. 'ITe gro*nd floor of the motpr bank *bstured fivg drive-in windows nnd.*
speciat securþ ¡rca for large commercia! deposlts. The 8çaumant Ctrub" the p*clier local businers and soci¡l club,
occupied 1S,000 squâre ïbet of fïoor sp*ce on lhc fo*rih ËToor *trove the.parking g*rågÊ, Founded in t922, the Be¡umont
CluS provided rueeting,sp&qesr å private restriurant and bar for íts n¡em.be.rs in the new buÈlding, The fifth fÌoor,housed ths
Ccnrrr'tunily Rt¡om sod the tolden 'l'riangle ñaom,tw,o rooms,desiE¡ed for meefings, and the Trust Þepaûment. Th€
Cotnnirmity Room featured a hugs acrial.map cf,Jefferson County rvltich coversd one wsll- ?'he Goldsn Tråungie Roonl
displayed a large metaT and plastlc rnapofthe tolden l'riartgh'of Srst Texas, showing the tocation ofcities *nd ind'ustries
in tho,,srea.

The sompletion çf the bank brought praise from ths local press" Ugon íts completion. tl¡e È¿<¡r¡n¡pn¡ Ënterprìsn reported
thtt tlte "pride und sstjsflsetinn are;]ust{fìed, The building, she*hed *n tlre street sides in a u*ique solar sercen wot¡ld be ¡
credir to a cþ thrìce the size of fleal¡r*ont" Ir is in every wây a masterpiec* of rnodern arehitecture.l'

26 clark, p. 3.
t? '-First Secruity Nation¿l &ank oîÐerueßont, -{¡rnu¡l Rtport, t961." Õñ file arthc Tyrell llixorical l,ibrary ¡rchiyes, Be¿ur¡ront,
rs 

"Firs! Securitv Nationnl Eank of Bçsunqnt, ,{¡rnual Seport lç6:,"'Oì fì[ç stt]rç -Iyrell Hislorical Librarl archives, Beaunlonl,
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The brnk's interior unas da;igned ¡s ìllustr¿ts the progtessive thi*king of the bank's Neaders, nnd pres* relesses nowd rhat
¡he new building was unlihe banks of the past which featured '*haughry and:inaecessible bankers, imn gritts around tellers,
€ia cuilingl, anel ceiling fsns"" Inslead, the new b¿nk leatured opsn cornle¡s (o make the c'ustomar feEl "at if he wsre
chatting rvìth his next door neighbor auoss a bach yord fence." Th¿ bank rvisfled ta pFssent an rtrnosphero of warirrth ¡nd
friendliness" Bank president John E. Gray.said, "We believc Êhe bank is tbe he*n of s commun'iry and as such it shculd be
n plaee of warmth and efficiency,"

Jon¿than \ñ1. 'T&ck" ßvans, president, of Evans-Monieal, Int. of'flo¡¡ston wss hired æ design the deepr sfthe nelv bånl(.
Evnns' dc¡igrr invclved luxury goods imported frcm a{l parts oËthe globe, ìncluding iceluded orìgin*l painüings, wall
hangicgs rvoyar in Msxicoand Japatr, lamps with bases qf teak, mnrble, and walnut, and ash trays imporred frcm St",edeu,
Italtr', md Norway" The safé deprrsir va$il rrså had eggshell uinyl wall coverìng wit$r accents of blaeþ gold leaf and
glistening st¿lnlcss stecl, Thp lahles hsd wkite marble and oiled rvalnul. tops and bases of stainless ste,çI" The blue
lrandwoyen Te¡wer level lobby rug was irnported fiom Puerto Rica, lllle first fìoor tþaturcd ofi-white vi*yl wall coverings
with teak and wnlnut paneli.ng and çff-whitc Vcnetian ïerrar¿c. "$lha countcr tops end col.u*rns nç¡e çf the purest wllite
merble. The eoulilers:und,desksrxer* of teak. T$e drapcries, ,''*oveÉ:in ltaly, were of nt¡urel: linen ner. The sccond fk:or
fe¿h¡red *alls p*neled in teak, President lohn 6ray's ofÏice festur€d cfrsfrl'prneling, ateak desk snd te*k storage urÍtr,

One ofthe ¡noderu fsaÈôresof bankw¿s its drjve-in bank whicÌ¡ pnrvided proteoti$n against inclement wcather" It
i$sl$ded five telÌçr windows, a night depository, and parking for c$u¡¡ilercial deposi,tors The bmk bo¡st*d of n'tseXf-
parking systeû¡, unÍgue among southeast 'llexar enables a cuslsmçr tt¡ drive directly ùc a pnrking leve I near the floor rvhrre
hc has br¡siness û$d go direetly tc *r.is appoinfmeßt," A¡ edifxiai in lhc åeaunonf ÁÞlergrísc proo{aimed:

Hcrry banking ha* cfiangedt It used to be * bars rni*i¡num of take-in-andrpå!-otll t"unctions in a cell.block
arrnosphere of crged tellers.,.now it has beçome a drplnment $ore tpewtion * a dupartment storc of
finaneiaT servìcc and spacious dimsnsions and elegant decor,.. I found space and airincss and rnarble and
giassant* escalato¡ treûspon aud quiet sfficiency o¡¡ lts t"vo rnain banking f,lcors I found thiek carpet"s,

handsome drapes, srodern art, fr¡ntiture wpholstered ìn wamr hues, attractive customsr loungeso and well
appoieitcd oÍfiees çD th:see fìocts"

TTe editorial ulso pral"red tlre ba¡rkls nsç of mndern artr

'Iìhe presence of so many Exccllent píeces of modern art in the bank ht¡ilding il seems io rne is a du¿l
uccomplishrnsnt-both for the bank and for the contenrporary mt form"..lts $¡ achievement for the
nË\+'esü í* gQed ¡r* in lhstìt has been accepted as a decorative mûtif fô¡ â r:onöeryatiys f¡aancíal
housc..",lts sn achilerna¡t fbr the banh becrusc il reprcsentn * progressivc slate of mind, a refi¡sal to be
fastened to tlìq pôst, a recognition that we do indeed live in the I960s, r wif lingness to blend cultural
beaury with n*r¡ltunal frcility.

-l'he 
Beaamow Ja*rnøtr'pr¿ised the builtllng å$ "g$rgeou$-n'

Tho bank proudly celebraled the opcniugof the luxuriüus neÞ' buiNding with over twa rveçks of:evÈnts, Ths-re rv*re special
pr*vû$ parties for ths people urho ronstrueÉed the buildi4g, bank sçs]T, directors, stockholdex, rnedie, frrmers, and
business ¡nd civic leaders, A group of tweny rnê womçrr * bank erupNoyees dübbed the "Gofden Qirls" - Èave tours, antl
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lobby displays played up th* new i¡rterest in lnodern dssígn and reJatçd technologies, Lobby displtys included
etperimenul cars and ¡ nricrowrve oven, The bunk gave. cvÈr), g$est souvenits, ineluding a card with a brand nelr quarler
ntt¿ched and.the messÊge, "Welcome to Our Shiny New Quârters." The bank was officiaÌly opened to the public on June

22" 1963. Frçsident Oroy gave the dedicatory ststcment, in which he exprcssed his {hith i:n the future of Benumont,

explaining that 'oWe have built thls møguï{lcenl bullding bocause we belicve in thE luture ollE}e¡umont ws batriuve iil the

fr¡ture of Southeast Tsx¡s and we bclievc in the futur.e of thc þ¡nk;"

Cbornloç of FÍrci $**urity N*,tion*l B¡nh, 1963-1993-29

t.V the end of å9ó4, the þank had deposits iß,excess of ooe hsndr*d millíon dsllars. rnaking íl the iìrst financial instirution
in $o$thEasr Tex¡È lo achlevc tharmilestone. Ths yeai olso vnarked the beginnÍng of an electronic data processlng
,depafment; one of its kind, ìn the s<¡fiïrwestem ljnited Slstes. Þuring the final mtrnths.cf 1964 First Seeurþ iustaNled *n
NCR" 3lS rorirputpr.

A major çvcn¡ in the bank's history took place. on Septcmber 3û, l9é9 rryhcn the Secu.rity Netíonal Çorporation w*s
fonned. The one-bank holding compafty w¡s the first oomp¿lly of its ty,Ue headquartered iH St'*lthesst Texas. ?he
ccr¡oration rvov*d in tt¡,uç grory tG ìnclude frvc banks in tìouthe¡rsr 'fesas *nd five in the þallas ¡rea. In 1,970 üe bütk
insrsllEd o rhird eompìlrer, a NCR Century 20t, whioh er¡¡bled {he ban* to otïer an on-line bitfing qFstßm for n ma.jor

indüst¡isl cllstorî€r. Ir¡ l9? 1 thc har¡k nrerged into the Fürst Securlty Naticnal Corparation, acquiring severaX banks in
southea¡t Texas, Eailas, anrl Fort Worth- In DecÈmber l9??, thetçrporatiolt's tctal resources exceedÊd wo hundred

mlllion doll¿rs for the first time"

'Fhe dnt¡ processi*g dlvision cantinued îo grow, proeessing the finsnciai records of thtrty savings $Ìd loans $'ìth 400,0CIÛ

aççounls anü corubined ês;Ftt,of ! ,? billlon d*ll¡rs" In t9?2 Fírst Securiþ's data processing deparfitent becs$e Fint
Sccurity Ëiíancial S¡ctems, fnc", a subsidíary of the corporation, ln l9T5 the Elecronic Ð¿Ês Processingdivision had

onee again made suþstantial gains, providing serviees tc 45 savfuigs and lçans iw'fexas, OkÌahorna, and X,auisiana¡, ?5

Tsxas b¡nks, and 2 Teras crcdit u*iocs. ln Januury 1078, First $ecurity Natipnal Ba¡k beca¡nc First Seeuriry NatiCInol

Ðcrrl af Ðeauûton¡ N.A. {r October of thal year, dìrectors of I;irst Seeurity Nstional Cnrporation and tr}inr City
Ðeneorpornlion of f-louston approvsd a pro¡rosed mergsr of the twc oorporâtions, with First Sccurìty to bcçome a

subsidirry of thar corgrratiolr. The rfierger of I"irst Çiry- Ðane orporaticn and the Fitst Sscurity Natio¡¡al Corporalion madt
it the larg,e*t brnkLrolding sompany ìn Tcxas,

fn ì 9t0 the bank announced plans to remodel t,he buÌlding ât â ct$l $Ttt$00" They plannd to refurbish und reanamg+ the

bank's retail and so¡nmpncial lending *reas, artd çrxrvert ttts old drive-in focilities to add t00ß square feet to lhe bnnk's
ffust f|oor, whicl¡ rvauld enobls the bank tö movs its installn.ent loan t'acilidss, ßlÌÈrs, and other consu$er lcnding
ssryises to the fnsc lIoor. ,ln lg83- ths l'irst Sesr.rriry National Ba¡'lç ç*as rena¡ned First Ci:y Natic¡nal B¡nk of Benunìonl.

Mesnwhiþ üw paænt sùnpany" Pirst City Bancorporatlon of ]'exas e¡rsou¡terud ditlicr¡lrics in the míd ü9t0s due to the

crash the oil prices and real esþte v$lues in I{custon, which rvould,ultimately bring fìnaneisl r¡in to ¡ltE en{ire corporatio¡l.

tn lgt6 FiusuCity Bnneory reported a loss çf 523?.4 million in thr: first quartcrr a nctabh¡ cbn*ge fiorn lhe ptwious year'$

$ìrst quarrer when the corporatiûn repltled earni*rgs of $8.9 nrillion. ln May l9*6, the First City Ðankcorpor.a?ion ol'
Tcxas, I¡rc. mld thc dntn pr<rccssing çeat€r to Flserv Inc. of Milrryaukce lo raïse badly r¡eed*d cash" Ithad been tlre

Ìe Tüis srction adnprcd from Fenny L¡uis* Clerk, "Ths Èfisioric¡l nnd ,Archit¿ctural $ignificonce of the Ficst Security Nalional Büíli,o*

Submiü*d as docmrentstion lorthe l:ederal Rehabilit¡tÎo¡r ?nx Cr¿dil ÅpplÌcation, Pan I' June 30Û6.



HPSFqlnIî-gOOJâ
ib,ül

\Jnited Ståtes Ðeparfirent of ths lnta*or
Natlonal Fark $eruice

National Register of Histor¡c Places
Gontinuation Sheet

Section I Page 29
Beêurflrnl tommercial Ði¡trid {BoundÊrysnd Period ol Slgnffoanoe llrcæato}
B€sumont. Jofferçon County, T- exas

computer n€rvç eent€r for 2?0 banks and thrifts in'fexas end f,auisiana., prncessing the checks and deposits of ?"! million
&crrounls etrang the Gulf Cocst. Located in the urrdurgrouncl fcvels of thc banli it ins.luded eleven rnainframe computcrs
and ì trS dÌsk drÍvcs.

Ïn October l9&6 the Çify- nf tsea*rnont hekl the bûak responsible for tfie loss *f menty ¡nillion doltr¡rs in investrnents, The
Ciry contended thal the Bank h¡d failed to obtain the required hvo signalures of,top ci,ty o$ìcials to release fbnds, I'he
Bank and the City reachcd ån ôgreemeffi rryith the bank rgreæi*g to pay rlre City a million dollars ln danrages"

Unfortunatslyn economïcwoesof the corporalion onþ mourüed. The C+rporation lcst $40ü, miÏlion dol|ars i* ì$t6.

fn September of 198?, tlre $DÍC aanou¡rced a plan io baíl oul Fìrst CiY Brncorporatìon wìth $5ûü millioe in privetely
rnised capitai ¡nd a billion dollan fro¡r the FDIC- Control o1'Ëirst Çity wor¡ld pass to a grg$p of invçstors hoade.d by A"
Röbert Aüboud. a banking exeEutiv,s ftom Chiergo. While depositor* rvere insured. the sharehofdErs would own only
?.5% of thc company's cornãfion siock afte¡ the changeover, F'Þ[C clrcir, Ir. Wilti¿nr Sçidrnrn explained that "This is no
bailout fo¡ rhe old sl¡areholders or the sld bank managemcnt. For their purposes the brnk fsiled"" In lgg$, the bank
cha*ged lß namE to Firs City, Texas. Flnanciaï woes cortínued to plogue the crganization, I* Octcber 30lh of I99? the
fDlC dwlared First Cíty Bancorpora{iour of Texas i¡xolvenc It seized and renanÌed af l of the holding eompnnyns banks"
Tìrst Cityts sc^¿zurc represented thc large. st bank.failurs in tlË United States in 199? and the eighth lrgest e ver. ln Jarruer¡'
of 1993 loto Jantrary of !993 the FÐlC aec+pted thc hid frorn T¿xas Çörumsrçe Bancsharç¡ to buy ñvc Fir*t City bnnks in
Beeurront. Hot¡stolr, Dallas, E[ P¡sp" nnd Midland t-or a combingd $346,8 millio¡r" Thp Justice Departmsnl ræeived
severat,.cocr¡Flainr ¡bput lçxas tommerEe's take over of the New Fimt City in Beaunronl including the potential for
layoffs and an ur¡f¡ir adva*tage in the maßetplace, Á,equisition of First C ity in Beaumont rvould give Texrs Cummerce
28"1 % nf all deposits in tseaurnont. The Jt¡stiee Department ordered Texss Commçrce to dive st ltsetf of twc brsnehes in
Bsaumunt and * halfrnill.ion dollars in comrnec$i¡l loans. On February 24" 1993 Tsras Conrmi]rcc Bnnk ofäcia$ty
acquircd tÌre New Fìrst City, Texns Beaumont bank. In Mrrch 1993 the Texas Comme(ce Bnnh announced that frt waulcl
vacale the dorvntorm buildiog at 505 Oråcans in May, Da¡ llallmtrk, chainonn cf the board nnd chief exccr¡tive officcr of
Tcxas Conrmerce Bank, s¿i,d that their b¡nlc at 5 tr$ F¿rk sould contain tlre bmkius €psr¡t¡ons previously lroused at the
furmer lìirst City building. fJallmarlr sâid thât *'whilc no rne ltå¡us ta $€e vflcant buildi*g in dorvntorvn Beaurnont, I'rn
conf,rdent fhat the bu*trding woft't be vteanÍ lor*9." The buifding, unfortunatnly, remaireð€rnpty unti] 2006.

Archifcslurå* Signifìennco of the Fiw* Srrcurity Nntionrl Bank

lhe First Security NalionaÍ tsank Br¡ilding is exccÞfiona[þ significar$ *r the local levsl and ¡ncrits inclusion in the his¡oric
distric[ âs r conrributing properry for rnany rëåsons. Dc*igned by one o'f' thE rnost prolific rrnd imporlunl a¡ehTtecæ in
[ieaunnont, the building is a* çr¡tstanding exarnp]e of thc work of LNervef lyn Pitls, and represent his highesr ashisvemsil¡
in Bcaumont a¡ the p¡finsple ofhis sårecr. Thc bank was Fins' largest groject i¡r Benumont wftlle hc headed rhe finrl FiRs,

¡\tebaffi and V/hite, and is the nmst preir*linent exarnple of rnid-century rnodern design in thc city.

Ncrv For-nrul of whir.h the b¡nk is a prinre exarnple, einergcd in the 196ûs in response {o the rigid I'onns of
modemism, an aflort to msrge ?0'r' century building tcchnotogy rvith clessie{Ì. a¡rihitrctural ænets
regsrding building proportion and scole. Thç novement embraced ùe rcintroduetion of highly *ylized çlassicnl columns

and en?¿blstureq and the use of colsnnades ss a cüfitpositïona[¡leviseg, bu¡ als.o took ndventage of tdv¿ncernents in
co$ûÉte techrrology whicï sllawed lhe cosr.eff€ctive üse of umbrelùa shells* waffÌe slabs and fûldsd plates, Nntionwi<ie,
ùe style was rgplÌed rnaínly to large.scale banking institutions nnd public buitdings, including audÍÉoriunrs. libraries, and

rnusÕuns, Buildings dcsign*d irr the rtyle huye n carefully*orga¡¡iz*d hierarshy of spacc, wi$r an cxteriar etnphasi* on il¡e
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consln¡ctíon gridof the buildinç ín the fün* of sìngle.volu¡ne, Mtny exantplcs htvc tn exctic fiavor with lieh exterior
wall surf¿ces ûf csst stons, sontrete* and mer$lc.

thç First Securify Banh building is aclcar cxpre*sion of,fbcse ruchlgectursl idcals successfully placed into Beaurnont's
¡atê-n¡net€entlr and carly iwentieth"century u¡ban sore. Modernist buildÍngs suçh as these wete lyp¡cålly plnced or¡tside of
urban centers where they teok adva¡ltage of the avaitability of ne w and pre viously unde veloped land, Site irnprovements
usurlly includpd form¿l landsr:rping ¡nd sulface parkÍng - spatially a clstr þreak from ths spaee restriûtions and unifor¡n
block face of lhe urhancore, The¿rchlt*c¡s of S'irst Seeurþ Bank carel'ully allowed the building its rnodernåsl expression,
acçonunodatcd (he post war ncerJ forcn"s[{e parking and ul*vedy fit the buildùng int6 tlre urban strectsc€fls" The recesscd
ground floor allows f,or a suburban ¡nd expansive frsl at the street level dl¡e to the rvider sidewalk and ttrio transparency oÍ
the glass rryindow rvclïs. This.çTçar brsak fro¡¡r thc eristing block fàce is rcctified ¿t the sceond level as the buìlding
cantilwcrs hack or¡t to rsunite isclf with its predecessors,

The builrting ís distinctlve in rnany reganls. !-ro¡n its innovatíve snsched multi-story parking {ltreant to faciNitare rasy
sccess by the increasing number of custôrnþrs who arived i* lheir personel cars), to its carofutly.pÌanned layout thåt
auçorunodatsd nunrsross fr¡nctions wilhin a rectangular plan- Ivlost imporîtnt, holever, is that tke building enrploys orrc

cf the rno$t extensive installalions of perfbrrted tonerete solar ssrerns in the stato uf Texes. F¡on the late 195ûs through
thc mid-136Ðc, psrûorated eoûçrßtq $crÊens wer.s coÍnmonly ulilized throughout the U,S, as inexponrùvo r¡Ìçåns to shade
glass curtain w¿trIs, but their use $as ftiÕsl crmftsn in sunbe[t states sush äs Texâs, Architqel Edward Ðurell Stor¡e is the
A¡noricon archìtect mcst sonnmonly ssso*íafsd with perf.orated conçretç blocks* as he employed thern in rneny of his
m*.|or cornnrÌssions, including the 1954 u,S" ernbassy in New Ðelhi und the AlÁ,:arvard winning Stuart Corupany
hsadquarters in Fasadcn*, Ce lífornia" The use of this material dramatically incrsssed in the late lg50s snd early 1960s, as

ev*deneed by numerous exanrples ir¡ both grticles and adverrisemenls in nationâl trade journals, suctr¡ ss Cpxcrcfe
Pra/.¡ra¡¡, hut als$ ìn regÍonal uclriucturejsumals, includir:g lexas,{rc"å¡¡ecl, published by lùe Texas Soeietyof
Architoou. Many Texas companies trfferçd a variety of l-fcot-squar.s rnass-produced blockl ùat eould bo laid in sirnp.le
gridr, with Zdimesional designs generally-çstricted withín the squwe' By the carly 1960s, tapered btocks becarne mcre

common, with angled or curved sidcwalls,i0

The concrètosçr€Þa on the First Security Sank üuilding, however, ìs distioguisked from most ìnslallalions of concrçte
solar ssreens because of tbe eomplexily and dèpth ot'{he pât(enl the sius of ptnels, ard the fuct tft¿t the oüncrete pancls

were not rnass-produced but des{gned by noted sculptor Hening Coe $or use on only one building, Èaeh c¡Nt çonorele
scËoen puel measures approx*ruately 9 feet by 5 feeç and also havc somç rçnrovable elennents attached {o the b¡ck with
adhesive . The scr¿en design is very thr¿ed*mensíona* and sculptural ånd cörrryosËd of a repetitivc lrinngular shape rvíth a

deeply rpcsssed çentçr void with styliæd floæts on each projecting rorner.

Scul¡rtor Mntchctt Herring Coe (19û7.1999) tvas born i* [.oeb {near pæsenl-day Lumberlon}, Texas rnd livsd in the

Beau$ont a¡èa rnûst of his lìfc., FIe graduated *om l-arnm College. r¡ceivr'd ¿ddkionat training at úo C'.a¡ìbrCIok

Academy, His works include the t936 statue of Cqrnfedernte he¡o Dick Ðawtring*t S*bine Pøss, Tsxas, conrn:ission hy
the $tate of Texus for the Tcxas Centarmial esmnlçmoratiirn, and the l:F39 cenotaph mçnloria* near thç sitB of the New
Londen, Texas school explosion, which killed nearly 300 students ¡nd teachers in I93T. Most of Beaumont's signature
buildieigs of thc 1930s *opre embcfli.*hed by Coe's worh including the Jcflbrson Co*nty Coärthouss, fhè Jåck Erooks

ru Ånlhony Rubaos"'-The ûri.llc ic Gono: Th¿ Rîsc nnd Fnll of Screen Blsçlc,' in Preru+ing låe &ecentF{¡.rr2, editedby Ðebo¡sh

Slation and Williðrn 6, Foulks. [tistoric Presrrv¡¡ios Èduçstion Fouldation, el al, 2000., pp 3-90 dwugh 3-9n.
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Ëederal Buildirtg. and the First Natiunul Bulì<. His t¡est known rvork is ¡rxlbably the stetue of tlick Dowlhrg at Sabíne
Pass, F{is public sculpti¡rß also insludes building r*liefs at Ftrouston City Hall (wirh Raouå l,osset], the Fondrcn Library at
Ricc Uñivcrsify" Låm&r University, nnd buÍldings at the Flousùon Zoo. Coe also desþed the statue af the Texas
Goufeder¿tc Vçtç¡an st thç Viçksburg Nalionaå Military P¡rh in Mississippì, HeningCoe also crsatcd the statsç of the
T*xas Confsder¿te Veterån fbatured at the Vichsburg Nntíonal Militâly Parlt in M*ssissippi" Çoe exhibited wcrks at the
Metrrrpolìta* Museu¡n in New York, the Camegie Milseun:¡ ts P'lftsburg,h, md the Corccmn tallery of d¡t in Vt'*shington,
Ð"C. Cap's sculplure rvas iargely representøtionuln butlxìs contributiox the exterior'of the First $ecurity BanI Building *
the butlding's ¡¡tost distinctive .feaNre - demonsÛ¡tes his ialent in sre.atiqs rìch. georneric fornrs.ì*

Arehitect Llewelly* Wlllfam *'SkeekÐ Pitts (19t6- 196?) was horn in Untontown, Afn'bama, and reesived a Ë.S. in
Architecture at lhe Gecrgis Sçhool of Tsch$sloçy in 192?, lu t929 he joined Be¿un¡oat architect Fred t, Stone ¡s a
drafumrn, and u''o*.ed on major conrrnissions inclu$ing Ëlerumunt's U"S. Posù Office and Court House (atthr nonh end
of thc dístriot) andthe Jeffêrson Caunry Cqurthouse (NRI.ÍP 1982). ln 1934, Pins jotned Stone in thc lirm Stoncand Pics,
which quickfy becane thç most promi*eN f¡nn in the region. Frujeuts esr$pl€ted ¡n the l93ts drmonsFat+d the fion's
skill at produeing modemìstic dcsÌgrs, best exsrnplifiçd in the Art FJess styls Cþ National Bank Building (just to nortlr
ofttre I963 bank) afld Croyhouud Bus Temrinel (Semolished], but alßo modeme movie üreaters in Beaumont, Kiþre,
Ârì Residenscs by lint durìng most in s.sutrdivision at the neskm
sd ont * r*flest ilionel revtvsl time. in i¡i rrrd nerætassiErf.ls
Ðtring World V¡t lI, lhe the RiversirJ.e HousingPr*jsct huilt 1o house shipyard
tyorkets, Fiùts sowedas ä er ç.8"Ç. in the US Nnynt Res 945, ¡3

Alter thew¿r, the firm of'Stone & Pitts {and i.u successor firms) took on larg*r uommerclal, indusr*ai and go.rernmentrl
prcjecfs, rvìnning severaÌ awards in tire pr,ocess, *nd leaving its marh on downtown .B€s$aront and ìts- immed.iate are*,
accounting for ovgr trrn dozel¡ original bulldings and æ¡Nodcl:ing, projecls, Çomr¡rerc.iat and furdr¡stcicl projects from this
period (fhrowgh Pitts' deattrr irr 19.67) utïÌized modçrn fom¡s and mqterials., ¡nd included the \Uhitc ùtousç Ðepnrtment
Storq Rosont$al's Depart¡n+nt Sfore (rlemolishcd), nineteen Cocs-Col{r bottiing plarrts throughout the ûentra} {Jnitçd
States, ¿nd ûumerous prdeots (mostly loboratories and otïiçe buihfings) fo¡ petrochcnrical ceimp*lrits í$ southeast Teras,
hcluding ten building* for Gulf Oil, trro buitdings for
for Tcxaco lhct inçluded a ?0,Þuilding ressarch êenlq.
for {'ive uni+ersities, n*merobs pub¡ic school ptojccts for se B

retired in 195?, a¡¡d the fim eharrged ils n¡me rc Fin's, Meborc snd Phelps. Asidþ from the Firsr Securily Na¡ional Bank
Brilding. thç,$nn's other:rnrjor eomrml¡sioos in the i960s inci¡¡dcd the L.l.S. Enrb*ssy in M+xico Chy (with Br.ooks Ban
Gcaeber & White of Austin), and Íhe U;S- ÐepartmeÐt of l,abc¡r Building in \i/asi,rington, EE.

Pitts rry¿s eleeted to the Cælleg* cf lieltrows of the AIA in {958, ;l"le servcd as psesi$ent of thù Texas Stnta Socìcty of
Archìæcu 1961, asrd dÌrc¡rtorçf tJre ATÂ's Texas Region flrant 1963 tc Ï966. Ì{e sen'ed us lhe govsrnur-appoinled
chairrnan cf ths 

^rçhitsctr¡ral 
Ad.visory Comr*iucß to the Tcx¿s $tarc ïSuilding:Conamission fiom Ì959 to tr96?. At the

rr 
Nelw l^ndon School Explosinn \.vebsitc, hü (üI. (acccsscd January t 0,3t6S). Sec also

hup;ú'rvww,plakainc.eom/coegal lery0û L htmtr.
*^ Borcy l,.Ft. Wal¡er, AIA F,meritus" "Thç $tory nÊStonç & Pins- Archit+ot"s [!]?!¡t0ü1.- On file at the 'lþell i{iltoric¡l ["ibrs4,
Archiwç Bentmont.
tt lbid-
u lb¡d. \{nher's docurnent inch¡des a Thoraugh Í!ro.}ecr l{sl" soned. by decêde.






