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List of Acronyms 

 
CAA  Clean Air Act 

CAG  Citizen Advisory Group 

CEQ  Council on Environmental Quality 

CWA  Clean Water Act 

EIS  Environmental Impact Statement 

EPW  Evaluation of Planned Wetlands 

ESA  Endangered Species Act 

FCI  Functional Capacity Indicators 

FCU  Functional Capacity Units 

FH  Fish Habitat 

HMD  Hackensack Meadowlands District 

HUD  US Department of Housing and Urban Development 

MERI Meadowlands Environmental Research Institute 

NEPA National Environmental Policy Act 

NHPA National Historic Preservation Act 

NJDEP New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

NJSA New Jersey Statutes Annotated 

NOI  Notice of Intent 

NRCS Natural Resource Conservation Service 

SB  Shoreline Bank Erosion Control 

SS  Sediment Stabilization 

SVAP Stream Visual Assessment Protocol 

UH  Uniqueness/Heritage 

USACE US Army Corps of Engineers 

USEPA US Environmental Protection Agency 

WL  Wildlife 

WQ  Water Quality 
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1.0 Agenda 

NEPA Process and Ecological Resources Update 

 
6-8 PM  

May 24, 2017 
Learning Center Room, 4th Floor 

One Bergen County Plaza 
Hackensack, NJ 07601 

 
Project Website 

www.rbd-meadowlands.nj.gov 
Project Email 

rbd-meadowlands@dep.nj.gov 
 Welcome 

 
 Presentation 

 Opening Remarks (10 Minutes) 

o Welcoming (Linda Fisher, NJDEP) 

o Project Status Update (Chris Benosky, AECOM) 

 Review of NEPA Process and Requirements (Brian Boose, AECOM, 15 Minutes) 

 Ecological Resources Update (John Rollino and Brian Boose, AECOM, 45 Minutes) 

o Regulatory Framework and Agency Input 

o Ecological History of the Project Area 

o Ecological Surveys of the Project Area 

o Integrating Ecology into Engineering 

o Completing the Impact Analysis for the Draft EIS  

 Next Steps and Q&A/Closure (45 Minutes) 

o Next Steps (Chris Benosky, AECOM) 

o Questions and Answers 

 

 
 

http://www.rbd-meadowlands.nj.gov/
mailto:rbd-meadowlands@dep.nj.gov
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2.0 Glossary 

Active data collection - The direct participation of the collector is required in the collection process; it 
requires physical in-field, real-time collection operated by the collector. Researcher can directly focus on or 
target a specific population or species with this method. Some examples include: in-field visual observations, 
sweep or dip netting, seines, and sediment grabs. 
 
Anthropogenic – Caused or produced by humans. 
 
Assemblage – A collection or group of people or things. 
 
Avifauna – The birds of a particular region, habitat, or geological period. 
 
Benthic invertebrates – Organisms that live in or on the bottom sediments of rivers, streams, and lakes. 
 
Biological resources - The living environment and organisms, such as vegetation, wildlife, fisheries, aquatic 
and terrestrial habitats, special status species, and species of conservation concern. 
 
Bioswale – A vegetated landscape swale that removes silt and pollution from surface runoff water, usually 
with gently sloped sides.  
 
Degradation – Decline in state to one of less value or quality. 
 
Ecological – Relating to or concerned with the relation of living organisms to one another and their physical 
surroundings. 
 
Ecological uplift – A process that can be realized through green infrastructure, including bioswales, rain 
gardens, and habitat restoration. 
 
Embayment – Formation of a bay; a bay or a conformation resembling a bay 
 
Fauna – The animals of a particular region, period, or special environment. 
 
Flora – Vegetation; plant life characteristic of a region, period, or special environment. 
 
Geotechnical – Relating to practical applications of geological science. 
 
Habitat complexes – The number and diversity of habitat types and distinct ecological zones within a 
specified area. 
 
Hydrologic – Dealing with the occurrence, circulation, distribution, and properties of the waters of the Earth 
and its atmosphere. 
 
Intertidal marsh – An area along a shoreline that is exposed to air at low tide and submerged at high tide. 
 
Mature forest – A forest that has attained great age without significant disturbance. 
 
Morphologic – Relating to the form or structure of things; relating to the form of living organisms and with 
relationships between their structures. 
 
Nesting survey – A survey that monitors the status and trends of bird populations. 
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Passive data collection - The collector does not participate directly in the collection; it entails leaving a 
collector on its own over time to operate without the collector’s assistance. Some examples include: game 
cameras, cover boards, rock baskets, and traps.  
 
Rain garden - A planted depression in a garden that absorbs rainwater runoff from impervious areas such as 
roofs, driveways, walkways, parking lots, and lawn areas.  
 
Resiliency – The ability to recover readily from adversity or difficulties. 
 
Restoration – The action of returning something to a former condition.  
 
Riparian - Plant habitats and communities along the margins of a river, stream, or other waterbody. 
 
Rock basket – Sampling technique used to survey benthic invertebrates.  
 
Sediment grab – Sampling technique used to sample sediments from aquatic environments.  
 
Sediment stabilization – The process of adding reagents to a material to produce more chemically stable 
constituents.  
 
Shrubland – A plant community characterized by vegetation dominated by shrubs, often also including 
grasses and herbs.  
 
Successional - The process of change in the species structure of an ecological community over time. 
 
Topographical – Relating to the arrangement or accurate representation of the physical features of an area.  
 
Track plates – Devices allowing scientists to obtain footprints of elusive mammals.  
  
Transect – A straight line or narrow section through an object or natural feature along which observations 
are made or measurements are taken.  
 
Vernal pool – Temporary pools of water that provide habitat for distinctive plants and animals.  
 
Water quality - The chemical, physical, biological, and radiological characteristics of water; a measure of the 
condition of water. 
 
Wetland - An area that is regularly saturated by surface or groundwater and, thus, is characterized by a 
prevalence of vegetation that is adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Examples include swamps, bogs, 
fens, marshes, and estuaries. 
 
Wetland delineation – A process which identifies which water waterbodies within a project’s boundaries 
meet the definition of “waters of the United States.” 
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3.0 Power Point Presentation 
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