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The overall concept is that a targeted application of the combined resources of state agencies and 
local institutions can build a sustainable community-based strategy for maintaining healthy 
environments for children. The goal of this project is to reduce childhood asthma symptoms and 
improve the quality of life of asthmatic children. This project will focus on the Waterfront South 
community of Camden and will be a model for projects throughout the state.  

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) is the lead and will be partnering 
with the Camden Area Health Education Center (Camden-AHEC), Rutgers-Camden University and 
the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services (NJDHSS). 
 
This project will (1) incorporate educational material about asthma management into an ongoing 
literacy initiative for residents of an impoverished neighborhood, Waterfront South in Camden, NJ, 
(2) educate child care providers and staff at schools that serve the community on how to reduce, 
eliminate and avoid indoor asthma triggers and (3) use community-based Environmental Health 
Educators, hired from the local community, to teach families with asthmatic children, how to 
reduce, eliminate and avoid indoor asthma triggers. The project’s activities will include workshops, 
demonstrations, information sessions and in-home assessments and instruction. Schools and 
childcare facilities will be used as venues for the education of children, parents, and child care 
providers. The project will focus on 4 child care centers, two elementary schools and a high school 
that serve children from Waterfront South. These activities should decrease the onset and 
exacerbation of asthma symptoms when children are indoors and thereby improve the quality of 
life for asthmatic children and their families. 

https://www.camden-ahec.org/
https://www.camden.rutgers.edu/
https://www.state.nj.us/health/

