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Q. Why is DEP offering grants for public community fast chargers?

A: The grant program was established to incentivize investment in public charging 
infrastructure to meet the goals of New Jersey’s EV Law.   

New Jersey’s EV Law (P.L. 2019, c. 362) requires that at least 400 DC Fast Chargers be available for public 
use at 200 locations by December 2025. At least 100 of the 200 locations must be community locations, 
where people live and work. Examples of community settings include but are not limited to town centers, 
commercial areas, retail centers, and near concentrations of multi-unit dwellings (MUDs) like apartments 
and condominiums. Community DC Fast Charger locations must be equipped with at least two DC Fast 
Chargers per location, each capable of providing at least 50 kW of power. DC Fast Charger stations that 
meet these criteria and are available exclusively to the public 24/7 will be eligible for funding.  See the 
Overview and Instructions for a full description of eligibility and requirements, and the program website 
for complete program details, grant amounts, deadlines and application materials. 

 
Q:  Is the DEP Community Grant (Grant) only for dealerships? 

A: No.   

The Grant is a competitive program among all applicants. Businesses, local governments, non-profit 
organizations, and educational institutions all can apply.  Currently there is no state funding program 
dedicated only for dealerships.  

 
 

Q:  Can my dealership apply for the DEP Community Grant program and, at the 
same time, apply for other grant programs that may be available? 

A: Yes.  

Local New Jersey utilities have begun implementing their own electric vehicle infrastructure programs to 
help offset construction costs, often called “Make-Ready” (see graphic on Page 2). The utilities in New 
Jersey are: PSE&G, JCP&L, Orange & Rockland, and Atlantic City Electric (ACE).  As of March 2022, only 
PSE&G and ACE have launched programs. Dealerships can combine the DEP grant with utility incentives.  
Dealerships are responsible for complying with the requirements under each individual program for which 
they apply.  Each program has its own unique features and requirements.  Click here for information about 
combining utility incentives with DEP grants.  

The DEP grant cannot be combined with grants for charging stations from other State agencies. 
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https://nj.gov/dep/drivegreen/
https://nj.gov/dep/drivegreen/pdf/dcfcoverview.pdf
https://nj.gov/dep/drivegreen/communitydcfc.html
https://nj.myaccount.pseg.com/myservicepublic/electricvehicles
https://aceevsmart.programprocessing.com/programapplication/?ft=63FD5B9048BD11EC96ED5321AAB5C8A0
https://nj.gov/dep/drivegreen/plugin.html#utility
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Q: Is 24/7 public access a requirement for EV chargers that are funded through 
the DEP Community Grant?  

A: Yes.  

EV chargers funded through the DEP Community Grant must be exclusively available to the public on a 
24/7 basis.   

Q: Would EV chargers installed inside of a dealership building qualify for the DEP 
Community Grant?  

A: No.  

If the public cannot have exclusive access to the EV charger on a 24/7 basis, the EV charger will NOT 
qualify for the DEP Community Grant.  EV chargers funded through the DEP Community Grant must be 
exclusively available to the public on a 24/7 basis.   

 

Q: Will dealerships be able to charge the public to use their EV chargers, 
purchased through the DEP Grant? 

A: Yes.  

 

Q: Are there sponsorship/marketing opportunities for a dealership to purchase 
and brand DC Fast Chargers, even if the chargers are outside of the dealership 
property but within the dealership’s local community or elsewhere in the state? 

A: Yes. 

Branding/marketing is allowed.  You can see some examples of branded public fast chargers here and 
here. In addition, some fast chargers are equipped with digital advertising displays. 
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https://nj.gov/dep/drivegreen/
https://ngtnews.com/evgo-teams-pseg-complete-950th-ev-fast-charging-station
https://corp.7-eleven.com/corp-press-releases/06-01-2021-7-eleven-charges-forward-with-installation-of-500-electric-vehicle-ports-by-end-of-2022-providing-convenient-charging-options-that-drive-a-more-sustainable-future
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Q: Do dealerships have to apply and be approved for the DEP Grant before 
purchasing charging stations?  

A: Yes.  

The DEP Community Grant is a prospective program.  It funds only future EV charging projects.  
Dealerships must apply for and be approved for a grant, and must execute a grant agreement with DEP, 
before incurring any costs associated with the purchase of the EV charging stations or other eligible costs.  
However,  dealerships can proceed with installing the “make-ready” infrastructure (the costs for which can 
be reimbursed by the utility programs) before being approved for a grant from DEP.    

Q: Will reimbursement amount be paid at the completion of the installation? 

A:  Yes.   

Upon completion of work in accordance with the eligibility criteria and grant agreement requirements, 
DEP will reimburse each applicant for a percentage of eligible costs, up to a maximum of:  

150 kW+ $200,000 per location (2 port minimum) 
100 to 149 kW $150,000 (2 port minimum) 
50 to 99 kW  $75,000 (2 port minimum) 

The grant for projects on private property is 80% of eligible costs up to the maximum. 
The grant for projects on government property is 100% of eligible costs up to the maximum. 

Eligible costs include the costs of the charging stations, associated delivery and activation fees, warranty, 
maintenance agreement and network subscription for up to five (5) years, and a leasing contract (if 
necessary). The following are not eligible costs: make-ready, installation, signage, floor paint or markings, 
purchase or rental of real estate, other capital costs (e.g., construction of buildings, parking facilities, etc.) 
or general maintenance (i.e., maintenance other than that of the charging equipment).  

Quarterly reimbursement may be requested, but 25% of the grant amount will be reserved for final 
payment. DEP will not reimburse applicants for final charging station costs until provided with proof that 
the charging station(s) has been installed and activated. Any costs incurred before the grant agreement is 
executed or after the work period are NOT eligible for reimbursement. 
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Q: Should I find out now how much voltage/power my dealership can support to 
install an EV charger? 

A:  Yes. 

You will need to work with your contractors, engineers, and utility to identify your current and future 
power needs.  You will need this information to plan a project, including determining whether you will 
need a behind-the-meter power upgrade, a pole-to-service power upgrade, or both. 

Construction work, transformer upgrades, and more may be needed. A job like this would involve a lot of 
back and forth between engineers, townships, and your utility company. From design to construction, the 
length of time required from start to finish can vary widely depending on site design and the nature of the 
power upgrades needed for the project. 
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