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Trenton, NJ

Establishes resilience positions, offices, 
and councils

• Chief Resilience Officer

• Interagency Council on Climate Resilience

• Climate and Flood Resilience Program 
(now the Office of Climate Resilience)

Requires those entities to lead the 
development of foundational reports

• Scientific Report on Climate Change

• Climate Change Resilience Strategy



Overview

• Comprehensive effort to synthesize the latest and 
most reliable scientific information on the current and 
predicted future impacts of climate change.

• The report is one component of the State’s 
comprehensive strategy to both reduce emissions of 
climate pollutants that fuel global warming, and 
proactively plan and prepare for the climate impacts 
that New Jersey cannot avoid. Released June 30, 2020

climatechange.nj.govSCIENTIFIC REPORT
o n  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e

Sept. 2022: Climate Change 
Impacts on Human Health & 
Communities Addendum

Nov. 2021: Updated Atlas 14 data; 
Extreme Event Precipitation 
Projections & Projection Tool

Sept. 2023: Climate Change in New Jersey StoryMap



The ability of social and 
ecological systems to 
absorb and adapt to 
shocks and stresses 

resulting from a changing 
climate, while becoming 

better positioned to 
respond in the future.

CLIMATE 
RESILIENCE

d e f i n e d



Invest in 
Information & 
Increase Public 
Understanding

Strengthen 
the Resilience 
of New Jersey’s 
Ecosystems 

PRIORITY 2.  

STRENGTHEN THE 
RESILIENCE OF 
NEW JERSEY’S 
ECOSYSTEMS 
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Promote 
Climate-Informed 
Investments & 
Innovative Financing

PRIORITY 5. 

PROMOTE CLIMATE-

INFORMED 

INVESTMENTS & 

INNOVATIVE 

FINANCING
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Promote 
Coordinated 
Governance

PRIORITY 3.

PROMOTE 
COORDINATED
GOVERNANCE

3

CLIMATE RESILIENCE PRIORITIES

1

Build 
Resilient 
and Healthy 
Communities
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NEXT 

STEPS

PRIORITY 6.

COASTAL 

RESILIENCE 

PLAN

PRIORITY 1. 

BUILD RESILIENT 
AND HEALTHY 
COMMUNITIES

6

Coastal 
Resilience 
Plan

PRIORITY 4.

INVEST IN 
INFORMATION & 
INCREASE PUBLIC 
UNDERSTANDING

https://www.nj.gov/dep/climatechange/resilience-strategy.html

https://www.nj.gov/dep/climatechange/resilience-strategy.html


Highlights over 40 actions State 
agencies have taken over the last 
two years to adapt and respond 

to climate change.



• New Jersey is the 6th fastest warming 
state in the country.

• Summer temperatures in NJ in 2022 
were the third hottest on record since 
1895.

• High temperatures are associated with 
immediate and long-term health 
concerns, diminished air quality, and 
increased pressures on our food and 
water supply.

Of the ten hottest summers in NJ 
since 1895, all ten have occurred 

since 1999. 
Nine have occurred since 2005.

Map Credit: The Washington Post

EXTREME HEAT



The Interagency Council on Climate Resilience has been 
working to address extreme heat in several ways:

• Extreme Heat Resilience Action Plan (2024)
• Interim report of actions underway (2023)

• Expansion of Heat Hub NJ and other heat 
communications
• heathub.nj.gov

• Extreme heat webinar series
• Previous topics:

• Has it always been this Hot in NJ? 
• What does a hotter NJ mean for our health?

• Recordings available on Heat Hub NJ

CLIMATE RESILIENCE STRATEGY IN ACTION

dep.nj.gov/climatechange/resilience/resilience-action-plans

https://dep.nj.gov/climatechange/resilience/resilience-action-plans/


IAC Workgroups...

…are tasked with the development and production of 
priority IAC deliverables

• Executing IAC Outreach & Engagement Strategy 

• Extreme Heat Coordinated Communications

• Vulnerability Assessments

Ongoing Education & Outreach…

…efforts are comprised for various approaches for 
engaging the public and key stakeholders to prioritize 
needs and wants of New Jerseyans

• Publications

• Social Media 

• Heat Hub NJ

• Surveys

• Listening Sessions

• Member Agency Profiles

• Newsletter

SOME RECENT ACTIVITIES



2024 Annual NJ League of 
Municipalities Conference

Nathaly Agosto Filión
New Jersey Chief Climate Resilience Officer

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Pamela Garrett
Director, Division of Environmental Resources 

New Jersey Department of Transportation 

Sarah Friend
Environmental Specialist 

New Jersey Highlands Council

Donna Rendeiro
Executive Director, Office of Planning Advocacy 

New Jersey Department of State

“What’s the IAC Working on These Days?” 
Plenary Panel & Listening Session

Wednesday, November 20th, 2024 





2024 Annual NJ League of 
Municipalities Conference

Pamela Garrett
Bill McBride

Infrastructure (Priority 1)

Sarah Friend
Christine Schell

Ecosystems (Priority 2)

Donna Rendeiro
Lisa Avichal 

Justin Baker

Communities (Priority 1)

Nathaly Agosto Filión
Shamay Phillips

Interagency Coordination & 

Financing (Priorities 3 & 5)

Listening Session “Corners”

Wednesday, November 20th , 2024 



REGULATORY UPDATES:
I N L A N D  F L O O D  P R O T E C T I O N  R U L E
R E S I L I E N T  E N V I R O N M E N T S  a n d  L A N D S C A P E S

The IFPR and REAL modernize New Jersey’s environmental land use rules to 
respond to climate change by considering risks such as sea-level rise, chronic 
flooding, and changes in precipitation patterns.

Using the best available data is critical to protecting New Jersey’s assets, 
economy and, above all, our people from the catastrophic effects of worsening 
floods.

More information on IFPR: dep.nj.gov/inland-flood-protection-rule
More information on REAL: dep.nj.gov/njreal
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