


BLUE ACRES

DEP Blue Acres helps New Jersey residents and
communities identify and avoid risks of flooding
through strategic climate resilience planning and the
state-led acquisition of flood-prone property.

Core missions:

Disaster recovery: Blue Acres helps New Jersey
residents whose homes have been damaged in

flooding events.

Disaster Preparedness: Blue Acres implements buyouts
that increase community resilience by acquiring lands
that are flood-prone or may buffer other lands at risk
due to sea-level rise, storms, or storm-related flooding.




THE BLUE ACRES
BUYOUT PROCESS
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Hurricane Ida, Arthur Kil WMA, and Township of Cranford

Q_  Cranford, NJ, USA
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New Jersey is using buyouts and barriers to battle
flooding

P o018/057

The Rahway River flood waters, courtesy of Hurricane Ida stormed
through our little park. Water marks left by debris clinging to tree.
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Roles of Buyout
Partners

* Federal partners (NRCS): Establish funding opportunities
and set eligibility parameters;

* State partners (DPMC): Leads demolition for state-
acquired structures;

* Blue Acres: Serve as project sponsor and conduit of
federal monies; Spearheads funding applications, planning,
and implementation; Experienced case managers implement
the buyout steps of real estate and title transfer

* Local partners (counties & towns) Identify and inform DEP
of neighborhoods, properties, and residents with substantial
flood damage; direct homeowners to apply for buyouts; be
primary point of contact for homeowners before a formal
buyout begins.

* Green Acres and DEP OTPLA: Experienced state acquisition
staff provide technical support, including appraisals, title
work, and legal oversight

 Homeowners: Apply for a buyout; work closely with NJDEP
staff and their assigned case managers to navigate buyout
process steps.




NRCS Blue Acres Funded Properties in Cranford, N]J
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USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

e U.S. Department of Agriculture

Emergency Watershed
Protection (EWP) Program
Buyouts




Post-buyout Land Use Opportunities

Potential Community Groups to Involve
in Restoration Activities:

* Flood storage/buffers
 Environmental restoration

e Passive recreational facilities

BLUE ACRES
PRESERVED OPEN SPACE
FOR FLOOD STORAGE

Bo i

Master Gardeners

Local environmental commission
Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts

Faith based organizations

School groups




Future Land-use Visioning

Blue Acres Proposed Design
Community Access & Walking Path #™\_, it  Restored Native Coastal Forest @

» Create public access and a pervious » Plant native trees and shrubs
WaKng pain o Community Open Space - =
Restored Floodplain | * - Plant native frees, grasses, and wildflowers
* Excavate existing fill (3 - 4 ft] and regrade = Provide park benches and picnic fables
to restore floodplain hydrology Remove Sidewalk

* Reconnect exisfing ditch with floodplain
* Plant native coastal trees, shrubs,
and arasses

» Replace sidewalk with native frees
and shrubs



Scan the QR Code and provide your e-mail address for updates and

opportunities to provide input

NRCS Blue Acres Buyout &
Restoration in Cranford

Or visit: forms.office.com/g/zhiAgxEgap

BlueAcres@dep.nj.gov

E-mail your input to
Blue Acres using the
subject line:
Cranford NRCS

Restoration




Office of Climate Resilience

NJ Department of
Environmental Protection

}'ﬁ{ BlueAcres@dep.nj.gov

dep.nj.gov/blueacres

@ 609-940-4140

Like & follow us!

0 Q @ @newjerseydep


https://www.facebook.com/newjerseydep
https://twitter.com/NewJerseyDEP
https://www.instagram.com/nj.dep/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2C01lO4mVInYzqqwevFvSw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/newjerseydep
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